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A Dwelling Richly 
Community Bible Study 

 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous 
Welcome & Introduction 

  



 

dwell in you richly.” 

Colossians 3:16 
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Welcome to “Joshua: Strong & Courageous!” 
I’m so glad you’re here to journey with us through this remarkable book of the Bible. 
Together, we’ll step into a pivotal moment in Israel’s history—a moment when God’s 
promises to His people begin to unfold in powerful ways. Through Joshua, we’ll see the 
faithfulness of God, the courage required to follow Him, and the grace He extends even in 
the midst of human frailty. 

 

In, “Saved & Set Apart”, we saw God’s mighty hand deliver Israel from slavery in Egypt 
and guide them through the wilderness. Moses led the people to the edge of the Promised 
Land, standing at the banks of the Jordan River. Now, in Joshua, the story picks up as 
God calls a new leader to take His people across the river and into the land He promised 
generations ago to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

But this is more than just a historical account of battles won and land divided. This is a 
story about faith—a faith that doesn’t come easily but must be chosen again and again. 
Joshua will challenge us to trust God’s promises and courageously follow His commands, 
even when the way forward seems daunting. The words “be strong and courageous” will 
echo throughout this study, encouraging us to live boldly in the strength of the Lord. 

 

As we explore Joshua chapter by chapter, we’ll encounter themes of God’s faithfulness, 
His holiness, and His justice. We’ll grapple with the joy of promises fulfilled and the difficult 
and ugly realities of warfare, judgment, and human sinfulness. These moments may 
challenge your heart, but they will also deepen your understanding of God’s plan and His 
character. 

 

In the lessons ahead, we’ll start with Israel’s miraculous crossing of the Jordan and the 
renewal of their covenant with God. We’ll witness the fall of Jericho and the victories (and 
failures) that follow. We’ll navigate alliances, conquests, and the division of the land. 
Finally, we’ll conclude with Joshua’s stirring words: “Choose this day whom you will serve… 
as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). 

 

Through it all, we’ll hold fast to our goal as a community: not just to study God’s Word, but 
to let it dwell in us richly, transforming our lives from the inside out (Colossians 3:16). As we 
step into this study, may your heart be encouraged, your faith be strengthened, and your 
courage renewed to walk boldly in God’s promises. 

 

Let’s begin this journey together—strong and courageous in the Lord! 

 

Eyes on Him,  

 

 

DwellingRichly@gmail.com m www.JenniferGRichmond.com   

 



...Dwelling Richly Bible Study... 
Our Expectations 

 
We are people who... 

...enthusiastically and intentionally dwell in the Word 
and let the word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

(from Colossians chapter 3) 
Together We... 

 

• point one another toward God for wisdom and hope 

• support one another in life’s challenges and blessings 

• share our strengths and weaknesses 

• provide encouragement, fun, & friendship that grow out of God’s Word 

We expect... 
 

• Bible-based studies & teaching.  

• Faith-building Bible study not worldly solutions and motivational quotes. 

• to Have Fun God’s Word brings us true joy and we have fun dwelling in it! 

• to Learn a Ton! We are ready to learn!  

• to Get Stuck  We are ok to work, think, and not always understand right away 

• to Grow from who we are today to who we can become empowered by the Holy Spirit 
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How do we study? 
 
Read & Take Notes 
For study, get in the habit of using a printed Bible. The Bible on your computer or an app 
are helpful resources, but these should support your time in the Word – your physical 
Bible. 
Translation not a paraphrase.  
Here are some trustworthy translations: 

English Standard Version (ESV) – We’ll be using the ESV in this study 

Also consider... 

 New American Standard (NASB   New International Version (NIV) 

 Christian Standard Bible (CSB)   New English Translation (NET) 

 New Living Translation (NLT)   Common English Bible (CEB) 

 
Use colored pencils to mark in your Bible. 
 I recommend colored pencils like the Pentel 8 

Pray Before you read 
Ask God to help you understand what you are reading. It’s amazing what happens when 
we just do that...pray. God is faithful. 

Trust the process.  
  

• Expect Growth – which takes time • Give yourself grace to learn 
• Expect Challenge – growth will 

stretch you. This is good. 
• Engage with the Scriptures – 

don’t just read 
• Enjoy the process and have fun • Connect with others 

yellow  -- key ideas 
orange -- memory verses 
blue --God/Holy Spirit 
brown -- people 
green -- places 
pink  -- prophecy 
red – Jesus



...Dwelling Richly Bible Study... 
Grace Groups 

Connecting, sharing, praying with, and encouraging one another. 

Meet in between sessions to discuss the study or simply to hang 

out for coffee, at a park, and just for fun! 

Guidelines for our Grace Groups 
1.        God’s Word is our standard. We’ll use the Bible - not personal opinion, popular 

teachers, or church tradition - as our guide for everything. Questions will generally 
reference the English Standard Version (ESV), but you can use any trustworthy Bible 
translation (not a paraphrase) to study from. 

2.       We Remember: 'In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.’ 
3.    Do your own thinking. Avoid commentaries and the study notes in your Bible –. Trust 

God, pray, ask for wisdom then read and answer on your own. 
4.     Be gracious and patient with yourself and with others. We’re all learning. No one has it 

all figured out. 
5.      This is a Bible study – not a personal-opinion group. So, there are going to be “right” 

and “wrong” answers in keeping with the truth of God’s Word.  
6.      Share or Listen. You don’t have to share, but if you did the reading and responded to 

that prompt, why not chime in? We all benefit from one another’s thoughts and questions. 
I bet you have something great to share!  

7.        Done or Not Done...Come. Didn’t finish the study this week? That’s ok. Life gets busy. 
You’re here! Yay, you! This will be a good week for you to listen and be encouraged by 
others. 

8.        Be considerate. ...of time and tone. Share your thoughts and allow time for others to do 
the same – limit yourself to about 2 minutes maximum. Some have strong opinions, others 
are shaping theirs. Avoid pressing your point of personal opinion. 

9.                      Pray. ...when you arrive, while you’re in Grace Groups, during teaching time. Pray for 
your understanding to grow. Pray for your Grace Group leaders. Pray for one another. 
Let’s be men & women who go to the Father for one another and seek His face together. 
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Ready? Let’s go! 
Maybe you decided this study is going to be your best yet...you made sure to set aside 
time in your busy schedule so you won’t get swamped and let the lesson go to the last 
moment. Maybe it’s your first time doing a Bible study and you have no idea what to 
expect. Wherever you are, whatever your expectations, here’s what you can count on...I’m 
praying for you and God is ready to bless you amazingly!  

 

A Simple Plan! Each lesson is laid out to “let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” I 
designed this routine to give you comfort in the pattern and predictability. Also, every 
step is a thoughtful way to approach study so you become equipped to know the Word 
and deepen your faith. Look for these steps on the next page. 

 

Know Two Things... 
1) You have an advocate! Yay! Jesus himself is praying for you! Imagine that! It’s 

pretty amazing, don’t you think? It’s true. You are doing a good thing by getting into 
God’s Word. Staying faithful and focused isn’t always going to be easy, so right here 
and now think about how cool it is that Jesus is advocating for you, cheering you on, 
making a way for you to do well in this venture! 

2) You have an enemy! Yikes! Satan, the Bible says, is like a roaring lion “seeking 
whom he may devour”...that’s you! It’s true, but it’s only discouraging if you forget #1! 
You may find that more than any other time in your life you have scheduling 
challenges, emotional weakness, mental fatigue, relationship issues...you name 
it...anything at all to get in the way of you getting into the Word. 

 

The Four P’s... 
1) Pray. Get armored up and tell God that you want His blessing as you schedule, study, 

think, and get into His Word. God will always answer that kind of prayer with a big, fat, 
awesome, “Yes!” 

2) Partner. Connect with someone in your group so you can share encouragement and 
accountability. Send texts, make calls, meet-up with your “study buddy” and 
encourage one another!  

3) Plan. You didn’t just show up unannounced to your last dentist appointment. You didn’t 
just miraculously find time for that date with a friend, your car didn’t just magically 
repair itself while you were sleeping...you saw a need and made time to make sure it all 
happened. Plan now for the time you’ll spend in Bible study. It won’t just happen.  

4) Prioritize. I bet you brushed your teeth today. Maybe you even flossed. You 
probably went to the dentist too at some point in the last year...why? You value your 
teeth and you want them to look nice and not fall out of your head. You made dental 
health a priority because you know the consequences are pretty ugly if you don’t. 
Guess what? Your spiritual health is even more valuable. 

  



...Dwelling Richly Bible Study... 
The Dwelling Richly Way 
...Dwell, don’t “Do”...  
It’s not about “doing” Bible study. It’s about fulfilling Colossians 3:16, “Let the Word of Christ 
DWELL in you richly...” So, we don’t “do” Bible study. Instead, we let it dwell in us and we 
return the favor by dwelling in the Word 

We read, write, think, ask, engage, and create. 

We connect with others and share. 

We memorize and meditate. 

We are prayerful, hopeful, and expectant trusting that the Holy spirit will teach us. 

...Week by Week... 
We meet every two weeks. In those 14 days, 10 of them are designed to give you time... 

Together: 

Day 1 – Fellowship, Grace Groups, Teaching  

On your own: 

Day 2 – Overview of the passages for the lesson ahead 

Days 3-9 – Dwell in and through the Word more deeply 

Day 10 – Create & Share  

...Day by Day... 
Each day moves you through spiritual disciplines to help you grow. 

 1.                     Pray... 

 2.       Memorize/Meditate  

 3.       Simply Read  

  4.          Write the Word 

 5.   Community 

 6.    Worship  

 

1. Pray First. Ask God for understanding and pray for others in the study as well. Think 
about a focus word to help you pray like “clarity” or “peace” or “wisdom.” Ask God to 
give you understanding in a specific way during your study. Having a focus word will 
help with that... 

2. ...then Memorize & Meditate. Write the memory verse in the text box at the top of 
the page... 

3. After that...Simply Read. Read the passages for that day. At the end of this study you’ll 
be very familiar with Joshua!. You’ll have read it through at least three times start to 
finish. 

4. ...next Write. Write the memory verse each day and “Write the Word”   

5. Then, Engage. Respond to the prompts, answer questions, think, and get stuck – yes, 
“get stuck” – you won’t always feel like you understand or have the “right” answer. 
That’s OK. Just let the Word of God “dwell in you richly” 

6. ...and Reflect. I’ll share some of my thoughts, and we’ll think together about what 
we’ve read and what we’re understanding. 

7. Finally, Create & Share. Express and share your thoughts, feelings, and ideas about 
what you’ve learned 



...Dwelling Richly Bible Study... 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Introduction 

... 11 ... 

Notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources 
• Lessons 

o Printed and available each time we meet 

o Download to view or print at home here: 

jennifergrichmond.com/joshua-strong-and-courageous-lessons 

o and in our Church Center group: 

lmcc.churchcenter.com/my/groups/dwelling-richly 

o Find a typo? Thank you! Look for the “Typo Alert” thread in the group. Double check 
with your GG Leader then share in the group. 

• Messages 
o jennifergrichmond.com/teaching/ 

o YouTube 

o Spotify 

o Anywhere you enjoy listening to podcasts 

• Attend Bible Study 
o In person – La Mirada Church, 12104 Los Coyotes Ave., La Mirada 

o Online - Zoom – the link is the same every session.  

• Contact 
o Jennifer - DwellingRichly@gmail.com 

o La Mirada Church Text: 562.524.1119



 



 

 
Lesson One-Joshua 1:1-24:33 The Big Picture 

Joshua 1:1-24:33 
The Big Picture 
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Grace Group 

Let’s get to know one another. Pray, then begin... 
 

1. “My name is ________ When have down time I love to... 
2. Share about something new...something you’ve tried? a place 

you’ve been?  a person you’ve met? 
3. Does personal Bible study come easily for you or is it something 

you’ve had to work on? How so? Share a tip that has been 
helpful for you. 

4. Read the Grace Group guidelines together. Talk about how these 
help us group dwell well in the Word and grow together in 
fellowship. 

5. Are you familiar with the book of Joshua? What do you already 
know? What would you like to learn? What are you curious 
about? 

6. The theme of this study comes from Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  How do you 
think the Christian understanding of strength and courage is 
different than the way the “world” might understand this? 

 
Pass around the Prayer and Connections Journal. 

If you have a prayer request that is more private, you 
can share with your group leader or our teaching 

leader, Jennifer after the study. 
 

Next up...teaching time with Jennifer...take notes on the 
next page. 
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Teaching Time 
Dwelling Well Through Joshua, Part One 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch/Listen to this message on the “Dwelling Richly” podcast – YouTube, Spotify, 
Audible, or any platform/app you enjoy.   
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Day by Day 

...Lesson overview... 
Use the checklist to help you plan your time with God “TWiG Time” 

  

 My Dates Day Content 

January 8 1 Grace Groups & Teaching  

  READ the Word  

 
 

2 (various passages) 

 

 
 

3 (various passages) 

 
 

4 Joshua 1:1-4:24 

 
 

5 Joshua 5:1-8:35 

 
 

6 Joshua 9:1-12:24 

 
 

7 Joshua 13:1-17:18 

 
 

8 Joshua 18:1-21:45 

 
 

9 Joshua 22:1-24:33 

 
 

10 Create & Share 

January 22 14 
Grace Groups & Teaching 
Review Lesson 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

...Memorize & Meditate... ...Write the Word... 
Joshua 1:9 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be frightened, 
and do not be dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go. 

 

(Memorize from any translation.) 

 
(Begins Lesson Two) 

 

 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
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My Heart to Yours... 
 
Have you ever stood at the edge of something new—excited but nervous, hopeful yet 
unsure? That’s where we find the people of Israel at the start of Joshua. They’ve 
wandered the wilderness, seen God’s mighty works, and now they’re standing at the 
Jordan River, about to step into the promises they’ve heard about their entire lives. 
 
Maybe you’re standing on the edge of something, too. A new chapter. A challenge you 
didn’t expect. A step of faith that feels just a little too big. If so, you’re in the perfect 
place to journey through Joshua. 
 
This study is about more than crossing a physical river or conquering a land. It’s about 
faith—bold, messy, imperfect faith. It’s about trusting God to fulfill His promises and 
stepping out when the water ahead looks deep. It’s about courage, not because we’re 
strong, but because He is. 
 
As we walk through these next 10 days together, we’ll revisit the powerful stories of 
how God led His people—from the wilderness to the Promised Land. You’ll meet 
Joshua, a leader called to be “strong and courageous,” and Rahab, a woman whose 
scarlet thread of faith changed her life and her future. That scarlet thread runs through 
the pages of Scripture, pointing us to Jesus—the One who mends what’s broken, 
forgives what’s flawed, and leads us into His promises. 
 
When I think about this journey, the words of a hymn come to mind: 

"Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise." 

Like the Israelites crossing the Jordan, we’re stepping into streams of mercy—God’s 
faithful presence with us in every step. Whether you feel ready or not, God is faithful, 
and His promises are sure. 
 
So, here’s my invitation: Let’s not just read Joshua. Let’s live it. Let’s dwell in the Word 
and step into these pages with faith, allowing God to speak, challenge, and change us. 
Let’s trace the scarlet thread and see how God’s hand has been at work from the 
Jordan River all the way to the cross—and into your life today. 
 
My prayer for you in this study is simple: that you will find courage in God’s promises, 
strength in His presence, and joy in His grace. Wherever you are—on the edge of a 
new beginning or deep in the heart of your own journey—know this: the God who lead 
His people into the Promised Land is the same God who walks with you today. Be 
strong and courageous, my friend.  
 
The river ahead isn’t too deep for the One who parts it. 
 

Eyes on Him,  
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 
       Memorize Joshua 1:9 
       Simply Read (See Below) 

            Write the Word (begins Lesson Two) 
   Community Share answer to Q1 in the group. 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson One/Day Two 

Theme: God’s deliverance, covenant, and preparation for entering the Promised Land 
Introduction: Today, we’ll look back at God’s faithfulness through Exodus–Deuteronomy to set the 
stage for our study of Joshua. This review will remind us of key moments in Israel’s journey and how 
God prepared Joshua and Caleb to lead His people. As you read and reflect, consider how these past 
events shape what happens in Joshua and how God has faithfully prepared you for the challenges 
you face today. 

Simply Read... 
     HELPFUL TIP: Throughout this study, look for Scriptures that are hyperlinked to an online Bible 
resource. If you open this document on your computer, tablet, or other device, you will be able to click the 
links and read the passage online! CLICK HERE to read these passages from the ESV, NIV, NET, and NLT 
on BibleGateway.com 

Exodus 3:7-10 – God’s promise to deliver Israel and lead them to the Promised Land. 
Exodus 14:13-31 – The parting of the Red Sea and God’s miraculous deliverance. 
Exodus 17:8-16 – Battle with Amalek 
Numbers 13:1-33 – Joshua and Caleb’s faithful report from spying out Canaan. 
Numbers 27:12-23 – Joshua is commissioned as Moses’ successor. 

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate:  

Write 1-2 points from the message or encouragement from Grace Groups you want to remember. Why was this 
helpful or encouraging to you? How will this help you going forward?  
 
 
Missed the previous session? You can catch up! Listen to the Dwelling Richly podcast today. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
2. God’s Character. 

Read Exodus 3:7-10. What does this reveal about God’s character and plan for His people?  
God sees the suffering of His people, hears their cries, and is deeply concerned about 
their plight. It shows His compassion and faithfulness as He promises to deliver them and 
bring them to a land of abundance. God is not distant—He is actively involved in rescuing His 
people and fulfilling His promises. 

3. Israel’s Response. 

Read Exodus 14:13-31. What do you notice about Israel’s response to God’s deliverance? How would you expect 
this to provide a foundation for the trust in God going forward? How might it have shaped Joshua’s trust in God 
as a leader? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%203%3A7-10%2CExodus%2014%3A13-31%2CExodus%2017%3A8-16%2CNumbers%2013%3A1-33%2CNumbers%2027%3A12-23%20&version=ESV;NIV;NET;NASB1995;NLT
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at first, Israel was afraid and doubted God’s plan when they saw Pharaoh’s army pursuing 
them. But after God miraculously parted the Red Sea and delivered them, they responded 
with awe and faith, believing in Him and in Moses. This experience should have built a strong 
foundation of trust in God’s power and faithfulness. For Joshua, seeing this incredible 
deliverance would have reinforced his belief that God could overcome any obstacle they 
would face in the future. 

4. The Big Battle. 

Read Exodus 17:8-16. How do you see God’s power and teamwork between Moses, Joshua, and others in this 
account? What does this teach you about reliance on God? 
God’s power is clearly seen in the way the Israelites prevail only when Moses’ hands are 
lifted in prayer, showing their dependence on God for victory. The teamwork between 
Moses, Joshua, and others—like Aaron and Hur—demonstrates the importance of working 
together in faith and supporting one another. This teaches us that reliance on God is 
essential in every challenge, and He often works through the support and unity of His 
people. 

5. Spies in the Land.  

Read Numbers 13:1-33. What stands out to you about Joshua and Caleb’s faith compared to the other spies? 
How does their trust in God challenge or encourage you? 
faith stands out because they trusted in God’s promise despite the challenges they saw. 
The other spies focused on the giants and the fortified cities, but Joshua and Caleb 
focused on God’s power and faithfulness. Their trust challenges me to focus on God’s 
promises rather than my fears, and it encourages me to face difficulties with bold faith. 

6. Commissioned.  

Read Numbers 27:12-23. What do you learn about God’s preparation of Joshua to lead Israel? 
God specifically chose Joshua and prepared him to lead Israel by allowing him to learn from 
Moses. Joshua’s commissioning is filled with encouragement as God commands him to be 
strong and courageous and promises His presence with him. It reminds me that God equips 
those He calls and provides strength for the task. 

7. Worship.  

What worship song comes to mind as you reflect on today’s passages? Why that song?  
“Way Maker” by Sinach because it celebrates God’s power to make a way when there 
seems to be no way, just like He did at the Red Sea and with Joshua’s leadership. 
Write the name of the song on the “Worship” line at the top of today’s lesson. Each day of this lesson I 
encourage you to write the name of a worship song that comes to your mind as you read the Word. Let His 
Word dwell in you richly “...teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God” Colossians 3:16 

8. Strong & Courageous.  

As you reflect on today’s readings, how do you see God preparing you for the challenges or opportunities in 
your own life?  
I see that God prepares me by reminding me of His faithfulness, equipping me through 
experiences, and surrounding me with people who support and encourage me. Just like 
Joshua, I can trust that God’s presence will guide me as I step into challenges or new 
opportunities with courage and faith. 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 
       Memorize Joshua 1:9 
       Simply Read (See Below) 

            Write the Word (begins Lesson Two) 
   Community Share answer to Q1 in the group. 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

.Lesson One/Day Three 

Theme: God’s Preparation of His People and Joshua’s Leadership 
Introduction: Today, we’ll continue reflecting on Exodus–Deuteronomy, tracing how God led His 
people through the wilderness and prepared them to enter the Promised Land. We’ll see Moses 
recount Israel’s rebellion, God’s promises, and how Joshua was uniquely chosen and prepared to 
lead. As you read, consider how God worked through victories, failures, and transitions to guide His 
people and equip Joshua for the challenges ahead. 

Simply Read... 
CLICK HERE to read these passages from the ESV, NIV, NET, and NLT on BibleGateway.com 

Deuteronomy 1:19-38 – Moses recounts Israel’s rebellion and Joshua’s faithful leadership. 
Deuteronomy 3:18-22 – Moses encourages Joshua as Israel prepares to cross into the Promised Land. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-12 – The Shema and the call to love and obey God. 
Deuteronomy 31:1-8 – Moses commissions Joshua as leader of Israel. 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 – Moses’ death and the transition to Joshua’s leadership. 

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate:  

Reflect on yesterday’s reading about Joshua’s first battle (Exodus 17) and his preparation as a leader. What 
was a particularly powerful image in that passage to you? Why? 
Joshua’s first battle in Exodus 17 shows him stepping into leadership while relying on God’s 
power and the support of others, like Moses, Aaron, and Hur. This connects with today’s 
passages because we see the same pattern of reliance on God and support from leaders 
like Moses. Joshua’s leadership wasn’t about his personal strength—it was about God working 
through him and the team around him. This reminds me that leadership is a partnership with 
God and others, not something we do alone. 

2. The Rebels and the Faithful.  

Read Deuteronomy 1:19-38. How does Moses use Israel’s rebellion at Kadesh-Barnea to highlight Joshua’s 
faithfulness? How does this moment reflect Joshua’s trust in God, even when others doubted? 
Moses uses the rebellion at Kadesh-Barnea to show how most of Israel gave in to fear, but 
Joshua trusted God’s promise. Joshua’s faithfulness stands out because he wasn’t swayed 
by the doubts of others. Even when the majority saw giants, Joshua saw God’s power. This 
shows me that trusting God often means standing firm, even when others doubt or fear 
 

3. Inspired Confidence.  

Read Deuteronomy 3:18-22: Moses gives instructions to the tribes and encourages Joshua. How does Moses’ 
confidence in God’s power serve as an example for Joshua as a leader? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%201%3A19-38%2C3%3A18-22%2C6%3A4-12%2C31%3A1-8%2C34%3A1-12&version=ESV;NIV;NET;NASB1995;NLT
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Moses’ confidence in God’s power is inspiring. He reminds Joshua that the same God who 
fought for Israel in the past will continue to do so in the future. This example must have 
strengthened Joshua as he faced the enormous task ahead. It also reminds me that 
confidence in God’s power, not our own abilities, is the foundation of effective leadership. 
 
 

4. Shema for All.  

Read Deuteronomy 6:4-12: The Shema calls Israel to love God fully and remember His faithfulness. How does 
this foundational truth prepare them for the challenges of the Promised Land? 
The Shema reminds Israel to keep God at the center of their lives and to teach future 
generations about His faithfulness. This truth prepared them for the Promised Land by 
keeping their focus on God, not the challenges ahead. It’s a powerful reminder to me that 
loving and obeying God is the most important preparation for any challenge I face. 
 
 

5. Repeated Assurance.  

Read Deuteronomy 31:1-8. Moses commissions Joshua and encourages him to “be strong and courageous.” 
What stands out to you about Moses’ words and how they would prepare Joshua to lead? 
What stands out to me is how personal and encouraging Moses’ words are. He doesn’t just 
tell Joshua to “be strong and courageous” once—he repeats it and reassures him of God’s 
presence. Moses knows the challenges ahead but focuses on God’s promise to never leave 
or forsake Joshua. That encouragement feels like a personal pep talk from God, and it 
must have given Joshua the confidence to step into his role. 
 
 

6. Bittersweet Mission.  

Read Deuteronomy 34:1-12. Moses’ death marked the end of an era for Israel. How does this chapter emphasize 
God’s faithfulness to His promises and His preparation of Joshua as the new leader? 
Moses’ death is bittersweet because it marks the end of his leadership, but it also shows 
God’s faithfulness. He fulfilled His promise to let Moses see the Promised Land, and He had 
already prepared Joshua to lead next. This chapter reminds me that God’s plans are bigger 
than any one person, and He is always working to raise up the next leader to carry on His 
mission. 
 
 

7. Strong & Courageous:  

As you reflect on today’s readings, where do you see God equipping you for the roles and responsibilities He 
has placed before you? 
As I reflect on today’s readings, I see God equipping me through the encouragement of His 
Word and the people He’s placed in my life. Like Joshua, I’m learning to rely on God’s 
presence and promises rather than my own abilities. This encourages me to face challenges 
with faith, knowing He is with me every step of the way. 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 
       Memorize Joshua 1:9 
       Simply Read (See Below) 

            Write the Word (begins Lesson Two) 
   Community Share answer to Q1 in the group. 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson One/Day Four – Joshua 1:1-4:24 

Theme: God’s Promise, Presence, and Provision 
Introduction: Today, we begin our journey into the book of Joshua by exploring the first four 
chapters, where we see God’s promise, presence, and provision on full display. These chapters are a 
powerful reminder that God is faithful to keep His promises, that His presence goes before us, and 
that His provision makes the impossible possible. 

 

As Israel stands on the brink of the Promised Land, God reaffirms His covenant with Joshua, assuring 
him that He will be with him just as He was with Moses. The miraculous crossing of the Jordan River 
shows God’s provision, stopping the waters so His people could enter the land. The memorial stones 
they set up afterward serve as a tangible reminder of His faithfulness for generations to come. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
As you read each passage look for the following and highlight them in your Bible. 

YELLOW  or ORANGE –Wow! Big Idea! / BLUE –Truth about God/Holy Spirit  
BROWN – people / GREEN – places / PINK  - cross-reference to OT or NT / RED – Jesus* - remember, 

this is the idea of “types” – think of things that remind you of Jesus and may be a foreshadowing of Him. 
ALSO: Write questions you have about that passage – a word, idea, or reference you want to understand better. 

1. Joshua 1:  

God commissions Joshua and encourages him to “be strong and courageous.” 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): God commissions Joshua to lead Israel (v. 1-9). 
Repeated command: “Be strong and courageous” (v. 6-7, 9). 
The people pledge loyalty to Joshua as their leader (v. 16-18). 
Truth about God (blue): God’s faithfulness to His promises (v. 3-5). 
God’s constant presence with His people (v. 9). 
Names of People (brown): Joshua, Moses, the Lord (v. 1-9). 
Locations (green): Jordan River, the land of the Hittites, Lebanon, Euphrates River (v. 3-4).Cross References (pink): Deuteronomy 
31:7-8: Moses commissions Joshua with similar words. Matthew 28:20: Jesus’ promise, “I am with you always,” echoes God’s words to 
Joshua (v. 9). Typology (red):  Joshua as a type of Christ, leading God’s people into the “Promised Land.”  

2. Joshua 2:  

Rahab protects the spies and professes faith in Israel’s God. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): 
Rahab protects the spies and expresses faith in Israel’s God (v. 1-14). 
The scarlet cord as a symbol of salvation (v. 18). 
Truth about God (blue): 
God’s sovereignty in using unexpected people for His purposes (v. 9-11). 
God’s power over all the earth (v. 11). 
Names of People (brown): 
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Joshua, Rahab, the king of Jericho, spies (v. 1-4). 
Locations (green): 
Jericho, Jordan River (v. 1, 7). 
Cross References (pink): 
Hebrews 11:31: Rahab is commended for her faith. 
Matthew 1:5: Rahab is listed in the genealogy of Jesus. 
Typology (red): 
The scarlet cord as a type of Christ’s blood, providing salvation. 

3. Joshua 3:  

The Israelites cross the Jordan River as God stops the flow of water. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): 
The Ark of the Covenant leads the way (v. 3-4). God stops the waters of the Jordan River (v. 15-17). 
Truth about God (blue): 
God’s power over creation (v. 13, 16).God goes before His people (v. 11). 
Names of People (brown): 
Joshua, priests, the Lord (v. 6-13). 
Locations (green): 
Jordan River, the land of the Canaanites, Amorites, and Jebusites (v. 10). 
Cross References (pink): 
Exodus 14:21-22: The parting of the Red Sea mirrors the stopping of the Jordan River. 
Typology (red): 
The Ark of the Covenant as a type of Christ’s presence leading His people. 

4. Joshua 4:  

Twelve memorial stones are set up to commemorate God’s faithfulness. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): Memorial stones are set up to remember God’s faithfulness (v. 4-7). The people cross 
the Jordan River on dry ground (v. 22-24). 
Truth about God (blue): God’s faithfulness to His promises (v. 21-24). 
God’s power and might (v. 23-24). 
Names of People (brown): Joshua, the Lord, priests (v. 1-14). 
Locations (green): Jordan River, Gilgal (v. 19-20). 
Cross References (pink): Psalm 114:3: “The sea looked and fled; the Jordan turned back.” 
1 Corinthians 10:1-4: Crossing the Jordan as an act of faith parallels baptism. 
Typology (red): The memorial stones as a type of remembering Christ’s work on the cross, calling us to faith and 
obedience. 
 

5. Questions or Reflections from Joshua 1-4: 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 
       Memorize Joshua 1:9 
       Simply Read (See Below) 

            Write the Word (begins Lesson Two) 
   Community Share answer to Q1 in the group. 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson One/Day Five – Joshua 5:1-8:35 

Theme: Obedience, Holiness, and God’s Power 
Introduction: Today, we’ll follow Israel’s journey as they renew their covenant with God and 
experience their first major victories in the Promised Land. These chapters demonstrate the 
importance of obedience, the consequences of sin, and the overwhelming power of God when His 
people trust Him. As you read, consider how Israel’s successes and failures reveal both God’s holiness 
and His mercy. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
As you read each passage look for the following and highlight them in your Bible. 

YELLOW  or ORANGE –Wow! Big Idea! / BLUE –Truth about God/Holy Spirit  
BROWN – people / GREEN – places / PINK  - cross-reference to OT or NT / RED – Jesus* - remember, 

this is the idea of “types” – think of things that remind you of Jesus and may be a foreshadowing of Him. 
ALSO: Write questions you have about that passage – a word, idea, or reference you want to understand better. 

1. Joshua 5:  

Israel renews their covenant with God through circumcision and celebrates Passover. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): 
Israel renews the covenant through circumcision (v. 2-9). 
The first Passover is celebrated in the Promised Land (v. 10-12). 
Joshua meets the Commander of the Lord’s army (v. 13-15). 
Truth about God (blue): 
God’s faithfulness in fulfilling His promises (v. 9-12). 
God’s holiness and sovereignty (v. 15). 
Names of People (brown): 
Joshua, the Lord, Commander of the Lord’s army (v. 13-15). 
Locations (green):Gilgal, Jericho (v. 9-13).Cross References (pink): 
Genesis 17:9-14: Circumcision as the sign of the covenant with Abraham. 
Exodus 12:25: Instructions for Passover observance upon entering the land. 
Typology (red):The Commander of the Lord’s army as a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ, leading His people into victory. 

2. Joshua 6:  

Jericho falls as Israel follows God’s instructions. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): The fall of Jericho through God’s specific instructions (v. 1-21). 
Rahab and her family are spared (v. 22-25). 
Truth about God (blue): God’s power to bring victory through obedience (v. 2-5). 
God’s faithfulness in keeping His promise to Rahab (v. 22-25). 
Names of People (brown):Joshua, Rahab, the Lord (v. 1-27). 
Locations (green):Jericho, Israel’s camp (v. 1-27). 
Cross References (pink):Hebrews 11:30-31: Jericho’s walls fell by faith, and Rahab was saved. 
James 2:25: Rahab’s actions as evidence of her faith. 
Typology (red):The scarlet cord again pointing to Christ’s blood, securing salvation for those who trust in Him.Jericho’s destruction as a picture of God’s 
judgment and deliverance. 
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3. Joshua 7:  

Achan’s sin leads to Israel’s defeat at Ai. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): Achan’s sin leads to Israel’s defeat at Ai (v. 1-5). 
Achan confesses, and judgment is executed (v. 16-26). 
Truth about God (blue): God’s holiness and intolerance of sin (v. 11-12). 
God’s justice in addressing disobedience (v. 25-26). 
Names of People (brown):Joshua, Achan, the Lord (v. 1-26). 
Locations (green): Ai, the Valley of Achor (v. 2, 24-26). 
Cross References (pink): Numbers 32:23: “Be sure your sin will find you out.” 
1 Corinthians 5:6-7: Sin affects the whole community. 
Typology (red): Achan’s judgment points to the seriousness of sin and the need for Christ’s 
atonement. 
 
 
 

4. Joshua 8:  

Israel repents, obeys God, and conquers Ai; the covenant is renewed at Mount Ebal. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): Israel defeats Ai after dealing with sin (v. 1-29). 
The covenant is renewed at Mount Ebal (v. 30-35). 
Truth about God (blue): God’s forgiveness and restoration after repentance (v. 1-2). 
God’s faithfulness to His covenant (v. 30-35). 
Names of People (brown): Joshua, the king of Ai, the Lord (v. 1-35). 
Locations (green): Ai, Mount Ebal, Mount Gerizim (v. 1, 30-35). 
Cross References (pink): Deuteronomy 27:1-8: Instructions for renewing the covenant at 
Mount Ebal. 
Romans 6:23: The wages of sin is death, but God offers life after repentance. 
Typology (red): he renewal of the covenant at Mount Ebal foreshadows Christ establishing 
the New Covenant through His death and resurrection. 
 
 
 

5. Questions or Reflections from Joshua 5-8: 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 
       Memorize Joshua 1:9 
       Simply Read (See Below) 

            Write the Word (begins Lesson Two) 
   Community Share answer to Q1  
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson One/Day Six – Joshua 9:1-12:24 

Theme: God’s Sovereignty in Victory 
Introduction: Today’s chapters cover a dramatic period in Israel’s conquest of the Promised Land, 
including strategic battles and God’s miraculous intervention. These accounts remind us of God’s 
sovereignty and His faithfulness to fulfill His promises, even in the midst of human failures and 
challenges. As you read, reflect on how God’s power is displayed and how His plans always prevail. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
 

As you read each passage look for the following and highlight them in your Bible. 
YELLOW  or ORANGE –Wow! Big Idea! / BLUE –Truth about God/Holy Spirit  

BROWN – people / GREEN – places / PINK  - cross-reference to OT or NT / RED – Jesus* - remember, 
this is the idea of “types” – think of things that remind you of Jesus and may be a foreshadowing of Him. 

ALSO: Write questions you have about that passage – a word, idea, or reference you want to understand better. 
 

1. Joshua 9:  

The Gibeonites deceive Israel into making a treaty. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): 
The Gibeonites deceive Israel into making a treaty (v. 1-15). 
Joshua honors the treaty, and Israel protects the Gibeonites from attack (v. 16-27). 
Truth about God (blue): 
God’s mercy extends even to outsiders who turn to Him (v. 26-27). 
The importance of seeking God’s guidance before making decisions (v. 14). 
Names of People (brown): 
Joshua, Gibeonites, the Lord (v. 1-27). Locations (green): Gibeon, Gilgal (v. 3, 6). 
Cross References (pink): Exodus 34:12: God’s warning not to make covenants with the inhabitants of the land. 
2 Samuel 21:1-2: God later punishes Israel for breaking this treaty. 
Typology (red): e Gibeonites’ plea for mercy parallels the Gentiles’ inclusion in God’s plan of salvation.  

2. Joshua 10:  

God causes the sun to stand still and grants Israel victory over five Amorite kings. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange):The sun stands still as God gives Israel victory over the Amorite kings (v. 7-15). 
The five Amorite kings are captured and executed (v. 16-27). 
Israel continues to conquer the southern region (v. 28-43). 
Truth about God (blue):God fights for His people and controls creation (v. 12-14). 
God’s justice is carried out against the wicked (v. 24-27). 
Names of People (brown):Joshua, the five Amorite kings (v. 1-27). 
Locations (green):Gibeon, Makkedah, Libnah, Lachish, Eglon, Hebron, Debir (v. 10-39). 
Cross References (pink):Habakkuk 3:11: The sun and moon standing still at God’s command. 
Revelation 6:12-17: God’s power over creation in judgment. 
Typology (red): The victory points to Christ’s ultimate triumph over sin and death. 
The execution of the kings prefigures Christ’s victory over spiritual rulers and authorities (Colossians 2:15). 
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3. Joshua 11:  

Joshua leads Israel in defeating the northern kings. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange):Joshua leads Israel to victory over the northern kings (v. 1-15). 
The total conquest of the land is summarized (v. 16-23). 
Truth about God (blue):God’s sovereignty over nations and His fulfillment of promises (v. 6, 
23). 
God’s timing is perfect, even in prolonged battles (v. 18). 
Names of People (brown): 
Joshua, Jabin (king of Hazor), the Lord (v. 1-23). 
Locations (green):Hazor, the Great Sea (Mediterranean), Mount Hermon (v. 1-17). 
Cross References (pink): 
Deuteronomy 7:16-24: God’s command to destroy the nations completely. 
Psalm 44:3: Victory comes from God, not human effort. 
Typology (red):The total conquest of the land points to Christ’s complete victory over sin 
and evil in His second coming. 
 

4. Joshua 12:  

A summary of the kings defeated by Moses and Joshua. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): 
A summary of the kings defeated by Moses and Joshua (v. 1-24). 
Truth about God (blue): 
God’s faithfulness to fulfill His promises (v. 1-24). 
God’s power in giving victory to His people (v. 6). 
Names of People (brown): 
Moses, Joshua, Sihon, Og, the 31 kings defeated by Joshua (v. 1-24). 
Locations (green):Heshbon, Bashan, Jordan River, Jericho, Ai, Hazor (v. 1-24). 
Cross References (pink):Numbers 21:21-35: Moses’ victories over Sihon and Og. 
Psalm 136:17-22: Celebrating God’s victories over these kings. 
Typology (red):The catalog of defeated kings foreshadows Christ’s ultimate victory over 
every power and authority (Revelation 19:11 
 
 

5. Questions or Reflections from Joshua 9-12: 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 
       Memorize Joshua 1:9 
       Simply Read (See Below) 

            Write the Word (begins Lesson Two) 
   Community Share answer to Q1 in the group. 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson One/Day Seven – Joshua 13:1-17:18 

Theme: Faithfulness in the Fulfillment of God’s Promises 
Introduction: As Israel moves from conquest to settlement, the focus shifts to dividing the land among the tribes. 
These chapters emphasize God’s faithfulness in fulfilling His promises to give Israel the land. They also highlight 
the importance of trust, gratitude, and obedience as the people begin to occupy their inheritance. Consider how 
God’s faithfulness to Israel encourages you to trust Him in your own life 

Dwelling in the Word... 
 

Look for the following as you read, and highlight them in your Bible. 
YELLOW  or ORANGE –Wow! Big Idea! / BLUE –Truth about God/Holy Spirit  

BROWN – people / GREEN – places / PINK  - cross-reference to OT or NT / RED – Jesus* - remember, 
this is the idea of “types” – think of things that remind you of Jesus and may be a foreshadowing of Him. 

ALSO: Write questions you have about that passage – a word, idea, or reference you want to understand better. 
 

1. Joshua 13:  

God describes the land yet to be conquered and begins the division of the land. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): God instructs Joshua to divide the remaining land among the tribes (v. 1-7). 
The inheritance for the tribes east of the Jordan is described (v. 8-33). 
Truth about God (blue): God’s promises endure, even when there is work yet to be done (v. 1-6). 
God is sovereign over the land and its division (v. 32-33). 
Names of People (brown): 
Joshua, Moses, the Reubenites, Gadites, and half-tribe of Manasseh (v. 8-33). 
Locations (green): Lebanon, Mount Hermon, Gilead, the Dead Sea, Bashan (v. 1-12). 
Cross References (pink): 
Numbers 32:1-33: Moses grants land east of the Jordan to these tribes. 
Deuteronomy 3:12-17: Further details about the land given to these tribes. 
Typology (red): God’s continued fulfillment of His promises points to Christ, the ultimate fulfillment of God’s covenant. 

2. Joshua 14:  

Caleb boldly claims Hebron as his inheritance, trusting in God’s promises. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): 
Caleb boldly requests Hebron as his inheritance (v. 6-15). 
Truth about God (blue): 
God rewards faithfulness and keeps His promises (v. 9-10). 
God strengthens and sustains His people (v. 10-12). 
Names of People (brown): Caleb, Joshua, Moses, Anakim (v. 6-15). 
Locations (green): Hebron, Kadesh-Barnea (v. 6, 14). 
Cross References (pink): 
Numbers 13:30: Caleb’s boldness as one of the faithful spies. 
Deuteronomy 1:35-36: God’s promise to give Caleb the land he spied out. 
Typology (red): Caleb’s faith and boldness reflect the confidence we are called to have in Christ’s promises. 
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3. Joshua 15:  

The allotment for the tribe of Judah, including Caleb’s conquest of Hebron. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange):The boundaries of Judah’s inheritance are detailed (v. 1-12). 
Caleb conquers Hebron and gives his daughter in marriage to Othniel (v. 13-19). 
Judah’s cities are listed (v. 20-63). 
Truth about God (blue):God gives His people specific inheritances, showing His care and 
faithfulness (v. 1-12). 
Names of People (brown):Caleb, Othniel, Achsah, Anakim (v. 13-19). 
Locations (green):Judah, Hebron, Debir, Jerusalem, Negev (v. 1-63). 
Cross References (pink):Judges 1:12-15: Othniel’s conquest of Debir and his marriage to 
Achsah. 
Genesis 49:8-12: Jacob’s blessing on Judah, promising leadership and abundance. 
Typology (red):Judah’s inheritance points to Christ, the Lion of Judah, through whom 
ultimate victory and inheritance are secured. 

4. Joshua 16–17:  

The allotments for Ephraim and Manasseh, along with their concerns about their inheritance. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange):The boundaries of Ephraim’s inheritance are described (v. 1-10). 
The Canaanites remain in some areas, subject to forced labor (v. 10). 
Truth about God (blue): God’s promises are fulfilled, even as challenges remain (v. 10). 
Names of People (brown):Ephraimites, Canaanites (v. 5-10). 
Locations (green):Bethel, Gezer, Shechem (v. 1-10). 
Cross References (pink):Genesis 48:13-20: Jacob blesses Ephraim over Manasseh. 
Exodus 23:29-33: God warns Israel to fully drive out the Canaanites. 
Typology (red):Ephraim’s partial obedience contrasts with Christ’s perfect obedience in accomplishing 
God’s will. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange):The boundaries of Manasseh’s inheritance are described (v. 1-13). 
The daughters of Zelophehad receive an inheritance (v. 3-6). 
The tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh complain about their allotment (v. 14-18). 
Truth about God (blue):God provides for all His people, regardless of social or cultural norms (v. 3-6). 
God challenges His people to trust Him for greater victories (v. 17-18). 
Names of People (brown):Zelophehad, Manasseh, Ephraim (v. 1-18). 
Locations (green):Bashan, Gilead, Bethel, Jezreel Valley (v. 1-18). 
Cross References (pink):Numbers 27:1-11: God’s provision for the daughters of Zelophehad. 
Judges 1:27-28: The failure of Manasseh to fully drive out the Canaanites. 
Typology (red):The inheritance of the daughters of Zelophehad points to Christ’s inclusion of all 
people—male and female—as co-heirs of God’s promises (Galatians 3:28). 

5. Questions or Reflections from Joshua 13-17: 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 
       Memorize Joshua 1:9 
       Simply Read (See Below) 

            Write the Word (begins Lesson Two) 
   Community Share answer to Q1 in the group. 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson One/Day Eight – Joshua 18:1-21:45 

Theme: God’s Faithfulness in Providing Justice, Rest, and Inheritance 
Introduction: As the land division continues, today’s chapters highlight God’s justice and provision for His people. 
From the cities of refuge to the Levites’ inheritance, we see God’s care for individuals, His provision for worship, and 
the fulfillment of His promises. These chapters remind us that God’s faithfulness is not just about victories but also 
about creating a place of justice, rest, and worship for His people. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
 

As you read each passage look for the following and highlight them in your Bible. 
YELLOW  or ORANGE –Wow! Big Idea! / BLUE –Truth about God/Holy Spirit  

BROWN – people / GREEN – places / PINK  - cross-reference to OT or NT / RED – Jesus* - remember, 
this is the idea of “types” – think of things that remind you of Jesus and may be a foreshadowing of Him. 

ALSO: Write questions you have about that passage – a word, idea, or reference you want to understand better. 
 

1. Joshua 18:  

The remaining tribes receive their inheritance. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): 
The remaining land is surveyed and divided among the seven tribes (v. 1-10). 
Benjamin’s inheritance is described in detail (v. 11-28). 
Truth about God (blue): God ensures every tribe receives their inheritance, reflecting His justice and provision (v. 10). 
God’s guidance is sought in the division of the land (v. 8-10). 
Names of People (brown): Joshua, the tribe of Benjamin (v. 10-28). 
Locations (green): Shiloh (where the tabernacle was set up), Jericho, Bethel, Jerusalem, Gibeon (v. 1-28). 
Cross References (pink):Deuteronomy 12:5-14: The tabernacle placed in the land as the center of worship. 
Judges 20:14-21: Benjamin’s later role in a civil conflict. 
Typology (red):Shiloh as a place of worship points forward to Christ, who is our ultimate meeting place with God. 

2. Joshua 19:  

Six remaining tribes receive inheritance. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange):The inheritances for the remaining six tribes are described (v. 1-48). Joshua receives his 
own inheritance as a leader (v. 49-51). 
Truth about God (blue):God’s promises include every individual, tribe, and leader (v. 49-51). 
God rewards faithful service, as seen in Joshua receiving his inheritance (v. 49). 
Names of People (brown):Joshua, leaders of the tribes (v. 49-51). 
Locations (green):Territories of Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and Dan (v. 1-48). 
Timnath-Serah (Joshua’s inheritance, v. 50). 
Cross References (pink):Genesis 49:1-28: Jacob’s blessings on the tribes align with their inheritances. Hebrews 6:10: 
God rewards the faithfulness of His servants. 
Typology (red):Joshua receiving his inheritance reflects Christ receiving all authority and the inheritance of the 
nations (Psalm 2:8). 
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3. Joshua 20:  

The establishment of cities of refuge for those who accidentally take a life. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange):Cities of refuge are established for those who accidentally kill 
someone (v. 1-9). 
Truth about God (blue):God’s justice and mercy are evident in the provision of cities of 
refuge (v. 1-3). 
God protects the innocent and provides a way for reconciliation (v. 6). 
Names of People (brown):Joshua, priests (v. 1-9). 
Locations (green):Kedesh, Shechem, Hebron, Bezer, Ramoth, Golan (cities of refuge, v. 7-8). 
Cross References (pink):Numbers 35:6-34: Original instructions for cities of refuge. 
Hebrews 6:18: Christ as our refuge, offering safety and salvation.typology (red): 
The cities of refuge point to Christ, our ultimate refuge who provides protection from 
judgment. 
 

4. Joshua 21: 

The Levites receive their towns, and the land division is completed. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange):The Levites are given towns among the tribes for their 
inheritance (v. 1-42). 
God fulfills all His promises to Israel (v. 43-45). 
Truth about God (blue):God provides for His servants, as seen in the Levites’ towns (v. 8). 
God’s faithfulness is emphasized in fulfilling every promise (v. 43-45). 
Names of People (brown):Joshua, the Levites, Eleazar the priest (v. 1-45). 
Locations (green):Forty-eight towns assigned to the Levites, including Hebron, Shechem, and 
Golan (v. 1-42). 
Cross References (pink):Genesis 12:7: God’s original promise to give the land to Abraham’s 
descendants. 
1 Peter 2:9: Believers as a royal priesthood, pointing to the role of the Levites. 
Typology (red):The Levites’ inheritance reflects the eternal inheritance believers receive in 
Christ, who fulfills God’s promises. 
 

5. 5. Questions or Reflections from Joshua 18-21: 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 
       Memorize Joshua 1:9 
       Simply Read (See Below) 

            Write the Word (begins Lesson Two) 
   Community Share answer to Q1 in the group. 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson One/Day Nine – Joshua 22:1-24: 

Theme: Faithfulness, Unity, and Choosing to Serve the Lord 
Introduction: Today, we conclude our flyover of Joshua with a focus on unity among God’s people, the renewal 
of the covenant, and Joshua’s stirring farewell address. These chapters emphasize the importance of faithfulness 
to God, the value of unity, and the choice each person must make to serve the Lord wholeheartedly. As you read, 
reflect on how Joshua’s legacy and God’s unchanging faithfulness call you to live out your faith boldly. 
 

Dwelling in the Word... 
 

As you read each passage look for the following and highlight them in your Bible. 
YELLOW  or ORANGE –Wow! Big Idea! / BLUE –Truth about God/Holy Spirit  

BROWN – people / GREEN – places / PINK  - cross-reference to OT or NT / RED – Jesus* - remember, 
this is the idea of “types” – think of things that remind you of Jesus and may be a foreshadowing of Him. 

ALSO: Write questions you have about that passage – a word, idea, or reference you want to understand better. 
 

1. Joshua 22:  

The eastern tribes return home but face conflict over an altar, ultimately resolved in unity. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange):The eastern tribes return home but build an altar that causes a 
misunderstanding among the rest of Israel (v. 1-34). 
Unity is preserved when the altar is revealed to be a witness to God’s faithfulness, not for 
sacrifices (v. 21-29).Truth about God (blue): 
God values unity among His people (v. 11-12). 
God’s name is a testimony to future generations (v. 27). 
Names of People (brown): Joshua, Phinehas, leaders of the eastern and western tribes (v. 
10-32). Locations (green): Shiloh, Jordan River, Gilead (v. 9-16). 
Cross References (pink): Deuteronomy 12:5-7: The command to offer sacrifices only at 
the place God chooses. Ephesians 4:3: The call to maintain unity in the Spirit. 
Typology (red): The altar as a witness foreshadows Christ as the ultimate mediator of 
unity among God’s people (John 17:20-21).  
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2. Joshua 23:  

Joshua’s farewell address, urging Israel to remain faithful to God. 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange):Joshua’s farewell address urges Israel to remain faithful to God 
and avoid alliances with other nations (v. 1-16). 
Truth about God (blue):God’s faithfulness to fulfill His promises (v. 14). 
God’s justice in holding His people accountable (v. 15-16). 
Names of People (brown):Joshua, the Lord (v. 1-16). 
Locations (green):The Promised Land as a whole is referenced. 
Cross References (pink):Deuteronomy 7:1-4: Warnings against intermarriage with other 
nations. 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18: The call to avoid being unequally yoked with unbelievers. 
Typology (red):Joshua’s role in calling Israel to faithfulness mirrors Christ’s role in calling His 
church to holiness and perseverance. 

3. Joshua 24:  

The covenant is renewed at Shechem; Joshua declares, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
Big Ideas (yellow/orange): 
Joshua recounts Israel’s history, emphasizing God’s faithfulness (v. 1-13). 
The covenant is renewed, and Joshua calls Israel to serve the Lord wholeheartedly (v. 14-28). 
Joshua dies, and Israel remains faithful for a generation (v. 29-33). 
Truth about God (blue): 
God’s faithfulness to His people throughout history (v. 3-13). 
God calls His people to exclusive worship and service (v. 14-15). 
Names of People (brown): 
Joshua, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron, Joseph (v. 2-33). 
Locations (green): 
Shechem, the Promised Land (v. 1-33). 
Cross References (pink): 
Genesis 12:1-7: God’s covenant with Abraham is fulfilled in this land. 
Matthew 6:24: Jesus’ call to serve one master aligns with Joshua’s call to serve the Lord 
alone (v. 14-15). Typology (red): Joshua’s declaration, “As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord,” points to Christ’s ultimate leadership over His house, the church (Hebrews 3:6). 
The covenant renewal at Shechem foreshadows the New Covenant established by Christ’s 
blood. 

4. Questions or Reflections from Joshua 22-24: 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group          Memorize Joshua 1:9 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson One/Day Ten - Create and Share 

Day Ten is set aside to take what we’ve been reading, learning, and dwelling upon... 

...bring it all together, create something new and personal, then share it to bless someone. I developed 
this part of the Dwelling Richly study because I wanted us to not just study and bring the Word in, but  
to let it move around inside of us and then come out in a way that would bless others. 

Jesus was the ultimate example to us of exactly what this day is set aside for...creating and sharing. 
Everywhere Jesus Christ went he created. He is the epitome of all of creation and is one with God as 
the Creator. He is our beautiful example to follow as he shared not only in the simple acts of kindness 
but in the stunning and miraculous acts of sharing his healing power.  

We were made in His image – to do and be and live like Him – not just because that’s what a good 
Christian “should” do, but because we are most like Jesus when we imitate Him and live up to His 
image within us. So, our Create & Share time is not just another “step” in our Bible study – it is literally 
fulfilling what we have been called to do, “be imitators of God as dearly loved children.” 

I encourage you to embrace this time in each lesson. To challenge yourself to reach a bit even if it’s 
out of your comfort zone to “create.” So many don’t think of themselves as creative and feel awkward 
trying to express themselves artistically. But, I hope you’ll grow in this area and 

really embrace the spirit of creating and of sharing. 

The theme for this study through Joshua is inspired by God’s charge to Joshua as he prepared to 
lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. This theme is captured in the core verse for our study: 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 

I created the cover art for this study to reflect my heart when I considered the incredible truth of God’s 
promise, presence, and provision. The scarlet cord—like the one Rahab placed in her window—
symbolizes salvation and God’s faithful provision through Christ. The view of Mt. Sinai in the 
background and stones in the foreground remind me of God’s miraculous work at the Jordan and the 
call to trust Him as we step forward in faith. 

What images come to your mind? What do you think of when you consider what it means to be 
“strong and courageous”? On the next page, or a page of your own: Draw or use images from 
magazines, clip art, the internet, etc., and create a collage or drawing that illustrates the theme of 
Joshua to you. 

Finally, share what you created. You have a study buddy, a friend, your spouse, or even one of your 
children...share what you created. Explain what you’ve learned. They may love it and really get it...or 
they may smile and not fully grasp it. That’s okay. 

The important part is that you spent time dwelling in the Word...and you allowed it to take root in your 
heart. You’ve responded to God’s call:“Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9). 

”  
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Joshua 1:1-5:1 
Don’t Forget to Remember 
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Grace Group 
 

  Open with prayer then recite memory verse from the previous lesson. 
 

Got Questions? If you have a question left unanswered or needing more 
clarification, this is a great time to make a note of it and share in the Q&R 

time following teaching. 
 

Thinking Back... 

DAY PAGES   

1... 15-18 Share something you learned, loved, or were 
encouraged by from the previous message and/or 
Grace Group time. 
 

2... 19-20 Share your response to #8  

Share Your Responses... 

3... 21-22 #’s 2, 4, and 7 
4... 23-24 #’s 1, 4, and 5 
5... 25-26 #’s 1, 3, and 5 
6... 27-28 #’s 1, 4, and 5 
7... 29-30 #’s 1, 3, and 5 
8... 31-32 #’s 1, 3, and 5 
9... 33-34 #’s 1, 3, and 4 

10... 35-36 Create & Share 
 
Up Next: Teaching – Getting the Big Picture of how to read, 
study, love, and dwell through Joshua 
 
We believe God hears, sees, knows, and is ready to answer us 

and guide us when we pray. 
 

Pray as you transition from Group to Teaching time for our 
fellowship to be God-honoring and focused on His word. 

 
 

                     
You are loved and prayed for! 
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Teaching Time 
   

Watch/Listen to this message on the “Dwelling Richly” podcast. 
Notes/Handout for this message ChurchCenter group or 
LaMiradaChurch.com/DwellingRichly 

https://www.youtube.com/c/JenniferRichmond
https://www.lamiradachurch.com/dwelling-richly/
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Day by Day 

...Lesson overview... 
Use the checklist to help you plan your time with God - “TWiG Time” 

 

 

Tight on time? Look for this icon next to key questions. 

  

 My Dates Day Content 

January 22 1 Grace Groups & Teaching  

  READ WRITE 
 

______________________ 
2 Joshua 1:1-5:1  

 
______________________ 

3 Joshua 1:1-9 Psalm 1:1 

 
______________________ 

4 Joshua 1:10-18 Psalm 1:2 

 
______________________ 

5 Joshua 2:1-14 Psalm 1:3 

 
______________________ 

6 Joshua 2:15-24 Psalm 1:4 

 
______________________ 

7 Joshua 3:1-17 Psalm 1:5 

 
______________________ 

8 Joshua 4:1-14 Psalm 1:6 

 
______________________ 

9 Joshua 4:15-5:1  

 
______________________ 

10 Create & Share 

February 5 14 Grace Groups & Teaching 
Review Lesson 1 

 
 

...Memorize & Meditate... ...Write the Word... 
Joshua 1:8 

This Book of the Law shall not depart 
from your mouth, but you shall meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be 

careful to do according to all that is 
written in it. For then you will make your 
way prosperous, and then you will have 

good success. (ESV) 

(Memorize from any translation.) 

Psalm 1:1-6 
We will “Write the Word” through various 
passages as we study Joshua. You can 
write Joshua as well, however, for this 

study, we’ll be writing mostly from 
Psalms. “Write the Word” pages are 

available to print from the website or 
pick up blank pages at Bible study. 

 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
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My Heart to Yours... 
 
As we begin Lesson Two, my heart is full thinking about the journey ahead for you in 
these chapters of Joshua. From the opening words where God commissions Joshua, 
to the crossing of the Jordan and the setting up of memorial stones, this section of 
Scripture is rich with reminders of God’s faithfulness and His call to trust Him in every 
step. 
 
It’s not hard to imagine how overwhelming it must have been for Joshua to step into 
Moses’ role as leader of Israel. But through every challenge, God reassured him with 
the promise of His presence and power. Over and over, we hear the refrain: “Be strong 
and courageous.” God didn’t promise an easy path, but He did promise to go with 
them and provide everything they needed for the journey. 
 
In these next ten days, we’ll walk with the Israelites as they prepare to enter the land 
God promised to their ancestors. We’ll see how God parted the waters of the Jordan 
just as He did at the Red Sea. We’ll hear how He called them to set up memorial 
stones—zecher—to proclaim His mighty deeds to future generations. And we’ll be 
reminded that God’s story of faithfulness is not just for the past; it’s for us today. 
 
As you reflect on these passages, I invite you to consider the "memorial stones" in your 
own life. What moments of God’s faithfulness stand out to you? How has He made a 
way for you, provided for you, or strengthened you when you felt unsure? By the end 
of this lesson, you’ll have the opportunity to create and share a “stone of 
remembrance” that points to God’s work in your life. 
 
You may not feel ready now, and that’s okay. Maybe the days ahead will remind you 
of something you’ve forgotten or reveal something new about God’s presence in your 
life. My prayer for you is that as we journey together through these chapters, you’ll see 
more clearly the ways God has been faithful to you—and that you’ll step forward in 
faith, trusting Him for what’s ahead. 
 
I’m excited for you to discover all that God has for you in this lesson. I’m praying for 
you as you begin, that your heart will be open to His Word, and that by the time we 
reach the end, you’ll have your own “stone of remembrance” to celebrate and share. 
 
Let’s step into the waters together and trust that He will lead us through. 

 
Eyes on Him, 

 

  

 



Lesson Two m Day Two 

 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Two 

... 43 ... 

                     Pray...for your Grace Group 
       Memorize Joshua 1:8 
       Simply Read (See Below) 

            Write the Word. (begins Day 3) 

   Community Check in with your group. 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Two /Day Two 

Introduction: Day Two of each lesson will be a “fly-over” of the passages we’ll be dwelling in for this lesson. Look 
for details to pop out to you, new ideas, repeated phrases, and as always, how God is revealing Himself. 
Remember as you dwell that God’s word was not written originally to you, but it is all for you especially as you 
prayerfully look for how God is preparing His people and making a way for Jesus to be our ultimate deliverer.  
Remember the big picture: Joshua is part of God’s larger story of faithfulness and fulfillment.  
Ask as you dwell: “What patterns of God’s faithfulness am I seeing?” 

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate: Review your notes and write 1-2 notes from the previous message or Grace Group  

time you want to remember. Why was this helpful or encouraging to you? How will this help you continue to 
grow in your faith and dwell in the Word? 

 
 
 

2. Ready to Worship: As you read and dwell through today’s passage come back here and write any worship 
songs, hymns, or choruses that come to mind: 

 

Dwelling in the Word... 
3. Read Joshua 1:1-9. When (generally) does this take place? Key People? Locations? 

 
 
Ideas/Truths about God: (promise kept, character revealed, expectation, etc.) 
 
 
Question/Concern 
 
 

4. Read Joshua 1:10-18 Note the Key People and Locations. 
 
 
Ideas/Truths about God: (promise kept, character revealed, expectation, etc.) 
 
 
Note/Question/Concern 
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5. Read Joshua 2:1-14 

Key People and Locations. 
 
 
Ideas/Truths about God: (promise kept, character revealed, expectation, etc.) 
 
 
Personal Note/Question/Concern: 
 

6. Read Joshua 2:15-24 

Key People and Locations. 
 
 
Ideas/Truths about God: (promise kept, character revealed, expectation, etc.) 
 
 
Personal Note/Question/Concern 
 

7. Read Joshua 3:1-17 

Key People and Locations. 
 
 
Ideas/Truths about God: (promise kept, character revealed, expectation, etc.) 
 
 
Personal Note/Question/Concern 
 

8. Read Joshua 4:1-14 

Key People and Locations. 
 
 
Ideas/Truths about God: (promise kept, character revealed, expectation, etc.) 
 
 
Personal Note/Question/Concern 
 

9. Read Joshua 4:15-5:1 

Key People and Locations: 
 
 
Ideas/Truths about God: (promise kept, character revealed, expectation, etc.) 
 
 
Personal Note/Question/Concern 
 
 

10. Create & Share – This is a good time to look ahead to Day Ten, “Create & Share.”  
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 
       Memorize Joshua 1:8 
       Simply Read Joshua 1:1-9 

            Write the Word Psalm 1:1 
   Community Share in the group. 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Two /Day Three – Joshua 1:1-9 

Big Idea: God equips and encourages His leader to move forward in faith. 
Introduction: God commissions Joshua, reiterates His covenant promises, and commands obedience to His Word. 
Look for ways God’s faithfulness, holiness, and sovereign plan are revealed. 
Reflect on how this passage can strengthen your understanding of God’s character and how it equips you to share 
and defend your faith. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate: Review Deuteronomy 1:38 and 34:1-12. 

What lands does Moses look over? What promise does God review 
and get ready to fulfill? How had God blessed Joshua?  

Moses looks over the land of Canaan from Mount Nebo, 
seeing areas like Gilead, Naphtali, Ephraim, and Judah. God 
reviews His promise to give this land to the descendants 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, preparing to fulfill it 
through Joshua. God blessed Joshua with wisdom (Deut. 
34:9) and the confidence of Moses’ leadership example. 

2. Meet Joshua. Note details about Joshua: Exodus 17:8-13, 24:13, 
32:17, 33:11; Numbers 11:28, 13:8-16, 14:6-38, 27:18-23; Deut. 34:9; 1 
Chronicles 7:20-29. What does Joshua’s name mean? 
_________________________________________ 

Joshua was a servant and warrior: 
In Exodus 17, he led Israel to victory against Amalek. 
In Exodus 24 and 33, he was Moses’ faithful assistant. 
In Numbers, he was one of two spies who trusted God 
to deliver the promised land.Deuteronomy 34:9 shows he was filled with the spirit of 
wisdom, prepared by God to lead.Son of Nun (30x in Bible) from tribe of Ephriam, of 
Joseph  

3. Map It...the areas noted in Deut. 34:1-8 and Josh. 1:1-4. Note: bodies of water to the far west and northern 
and southern ends of the Jordan. We’ll be adding more detail later in this lesson. Use an online map or map in 
your Bible for reference. Want a larger space for your map? There’s room on the last page in this lesson. 

4. Covenant Faithfulness. Compare the land boundaries described here with God’s promise in Genesis 
15:18-21. What does this tell you about God’s covenant faithfulness then? What does this mean for you today? 

God’s promise in Genesis 15:18-21 described vast boundaries for Israel, from the Euphrates to 
Egypt. Joshua 1:1-4 confirms God’s faithfulness, showing His covenant is steadfast even 
across generations.   

Map of the Promised Land 
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5. Commands and Promises. (Josh 1:2-9) Note every command and promise 
God gives to Joshua and the people of Israel. 

Commands:Lead the people across the Jordan. 
Be strong and courageous. 
Meditate on and obey the Law. 
Promises: Every place they set foot will be theirs. 
No one will stand against them. 
God will be with Joshua and never leave or forsake him 

6. Be Strong and Courageous. Read Deuteronomy 31:6-7, 23 along with 
Joshua 1:6-9. Why do you think this command is so central to Joshua’s 
commission? 

Joshua faced a daunting task: leading Israel into a land filled with 
enemies. God’s repeated encouragement reminded Joshua to trust 
in His presence and strength rather than his own abilities. 

7. Meditating on the Law. What does it mean to “meditate” on the God’s 
Word? How is meditating different than reading or hearing? What difference 
would meditating make in your own life as you seek to fulfill Colossians 3:16? 

Meditating involves deep, intentional focus—pondering God’s Word 
and applying it. Unlike simply reading or hearing, meditation 
transforms the heart and mind. By meditating on God’s Word, I 
can let it shape my choices and fulfill Colossians 3:16 by letting it 
dwell richly in me. 

8. Torah Time. (Joshua 1:8) Read also Psalm 1:2 and 119:15. What role does 
keeping the “Book of the Law” play in the life of God’s people? What role 
should it play in your life? How are prosperity and success connected to the 
Law? 

Psalm 1:2 and 119:15 highlight that delighting in and meditating on the 
Law brings stability and blessing. Keeping God’s Word central 
provides direction, helps avoid sin, and keeps us aligned with His will. 
For me, it’s a guide and foundation for faith and life. 
 

9. Blessed Assurance. In light of God’s promises and presence, what fears 
might Joshua have faced? How does God’s reassurance address those fears? 
What tools does God offer Joshua and the people? 

Joshua likely feared failure, opposition, or the overwhelming task of replacing 
Moses. God’s promises of presence and success addressed these fears, reminding him that 
victory depended on God, not human strength. God gave Joshua His Word, His presence, 
and His command to be courageous. 

10. Strong & Courageous: Reflect on how God’s faithfulness and presence in Joshua’s commission challenge 
and encourage you to trust Him more fully. What step of obedience can you take this week to let God’s Word 
dwell in you richly and shape your life?  

God’s faithfulness in Joshua’s commission challenges me to trust Him when I feel inadequate 
or afraid. This week, I’ll intentionally meditate on a passage from Scripture daily, asking God 
to shape my thoughts and decisions as I seek to obey Him fully. 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

 יְהוָֹה
(yah-WEH) 
Joshua 1:1 

Proper name of the God of 
Israel. “LORD” (all caps) in 
the Bible - YHWH. 

 יְהושׁוּעַ 
(yeh-ho-SHOO-ah) 

Joshua 1:1 
“Joshua” – means YHWH 
saves or YHWH is 
salvation. Also the Hebrew 
name for Jesus. 

ז ק  חָֹ
(khaw-zak’) 

Joshua 1:6, 7, 9 
To be strong, strengthen, 
take hold of 

ץ מ   אָֹ
(aw-MAYTS) 

Joshua 1:6, 7, 9 
To be strong, courageous, 
firm alert 

ר מ   שָֹׁ
(shah-MAR) 
Joshua 1:7 

To hedge about, guard, to 
protect, observe, attend to 

ה  תּורָֹ
(toh-RAH) 
Joshua 1:8 

Law, instruction, teaching, 
precept, statute 
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                     Pray for your family 

       Memorize Joshua 1:8 

       Simply Read Joshua 1:10-18 

            Write the Word Psalm 1:2 

   Community Connect with the group today 

    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Two /Day Four – Joshua 1:10-18 

Big Idea: Joshua mobilizes the people with unity and determination  
Introduction: After God commissions Joshua, Joshua commands the people. It’s 
time to break camp and take the land of promise! As you study, consider how 
Joshua’s leadership demonstrates obedience to God’s Word and inspires others to 
follow Him faithfully. 

Thinking Back... 
1. Faith & Fear. What part can both faith and fear play in the lives of even 

the strongest believer? How does God anticipate this reality and speak to it in 
Joshua 1:1-9? Think about Joshua’s own experience with people of faith and 
fear – Numbers chapter 13, for example. 

Even the strongest believer can wrestle with faith and fear, as seen in Numbers 13 when the 
spies reported on Canaan. Faith trusts God’s promises, while fear focuses on obstacles. In 
Joshua 1:1-9, God addresses this by repeatedly commanding Joshua to be strong and 
courageous, promising His presence and victory. God understands our human tendencies and 
reassures us with His faithfulness. 

2. Foundation-Fulfilled. Read Hebrews 13:5-8. What connections do you 
see with the opening of Joshua and specifically God’s promise in Joshua 1:5? 
How is the account of Joshua foundational to believing and applying the 
truth written in Hebrews?  

Hebrews 13:5-8 connects to Joshua 1:5 with the promise that God will never leave 
or forsake His people. Joshua’s leadership demonstrates that God’s unchanging 
character is a firm foundation for trust. The account of Joshua reminds us 
that God’s promises are reliable, encouraging us to cling to Him in all 
circumstances, just as Hebrews calls us to. 

Dwelling Well... 
3. Preparing to Possess. (1:10-11) How does Joshua’s immediate obedience 

to God’s instructions demonstrate his faith in God’s promises? How might the 
lessons learned in the past 40 years have impacted his faith? 

Joshua’s immediate obedience shows his trust in God’s promises. After 40 years of 
wandering, he learned the cost of disobedience and the necessity of faith. His readiness to 
act on God’s word demonstrates a mature, enduring faith shaped by past experiences and God’s faithfulness.  

4. The Command. (1:10) What is Joshua’s God-inspired command and of whom does he make this command? 
Joshua commands the officers to prepare the people to cross the Jordan and take 
possession of the land (Joshua 1:10-11). This command emphasizes trust in God’s promise and 
readiness to act together as a nation. 
 

Learning Hebrew 

וָֹה  צָֹ
(tsaw-VAH) 
Joshua 1:10 

to command, charge, 
appoint, ordain 

יִל  ח 
(Khah-yil) 
Joshua 1:14 

strength, valor, army, 
wealth, able – “chayil” has 
many meanings. The 
“Proverbs 31 Woman” is 
described as an “eschet 
Chayil” – woman of valor 

ז ר  עָֹ
(ah-ZAR) 

Joshua 1:14 
To help, support, surround, 
protect 

ַ  נוּח 
(noo’akh) 

Joshua 1:15 
To rest, settle, repose, give 
rest, leave, place 
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5. Will You? (1:12-15) Which three tribes have a special land arrangement? 
______________________________________________________ 

Read Numbers 32 for background. Add these tribes to your map, pg 45.  
NOTE: These tribes are collectively called the “Transjordanian” tribes because they are across the Jordan river 
from the Promised Land. 
What had YHWH promised to provide?  
YHWH promised them rest and a homeland. 
What was the commitment that these tribes had to fulfill?  
The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh had land east of the Jordan 
but committed to help their brothers possess Canaan (Numbers 32). 
What will be their blessing if they fulfill their vow? 
These tribes vowed to send their fighting men into battle. Joshua describes them as brave 
and faithful, and their blessing for fulfilling the vow is shared rest in the land God 
promised. 

6. We Will!(1:16) How do the Transjordanian leaders (Reubenites, Gadites, and half-tribe of Manasseh) 
respond? 

The Transjordanian leaders respond with a wholehearted commitment to follow Joshua’s 
leadership (Joshua 1:16). They demonstrate faith and loyalty, trusting Joshua as God’s chosen 
leader and committing to fight alongside their brothers. 

7. Irony or Ignorance? (1:17a) What promise do these leaders make? Do you think they are sincere? Are 
they ignorant of the past or overly optimistic about the future? Having read all of Joshua in our first lesson 
what do you know about what will happen later in this account? What does this teach you about your own 
willingness and commitment to obey God “in all things” and God’s mercy and grace for you?    

The leaders promise to obey Joshua “just as we obeyed Moses” (Joshua 1:17a). This promise 
seems sincere but also ironic, given their history of rebellion. Reading ahead in Joshua, we 
know their commitment will waver at times. This reminds me of my own struggles with 
consistency in obedience and God’s mercy when I fall short. 

8. Ready for Rest. What does Joshua remind the leaders of TWICE in his commanding speech? Consider 1:13 
and 1:15. Why do you think this is so important that he repeats it? 

Joshua reminds the leaders twice that God promised rest (Joshua 1:13, 15). This repetition 
emphasizes God’s ultimate goal for His people: a place of rest and peace in His presence. 
It’s a powerful reminder to stay focused on God’s promises, especially in times of hardship. 

9. United in Mission. (1:17b-18) How do the Transjordan leaders show that even though they are on the 
other side from the other tribes they are on Joshua’s side and recognize him as their leader? What two 
encouragements do they give Joshua? What one warning do they give? 

The Transjordan leaders affirm Joshua’s authority and their unity with the other tribes by 
pledging their loyalty (Joshua 1:17-18). They encourage Joshua to be strong and courageous, 
showing their trust in his leadership. They also warn that disobedience to Joshua’s 
commands will not be tolerated, demonstrating their commitment to God’s plan. 

10. Strong & Courageous. Consider the bold encouragements and strong warning of the Transjordan leaders  
(Josh. 1:17-18.) Think about Joshua’s bold promise of what God would provide (Josh. 1:13, 15.) What does it look 
like in your life today to boldly follow God?  

Boldly following God today means trusting His promises even when circumstances seem 
uncertain or overwhelming. Like Joshua, it requires obedience, courage, and faith in God’s 
presence. For me, this could look like stepping out of my comfort zone to serve others, 
sharing my faith, or standing firm in God’s truth despite opposition. 
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                     Pray...for increased faith 
       Memorize Joshua 1:8 
       Simply Read Joshua 2:1-14 

            Write the Word Psalm 1:3 
   Community Encourage a Grace Group member 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Two /Day Five – Joshua 2:1-14 

Theme: Aligning with God 
Introduction: Rahab’s faith challenges us to step out courageously, to know and trust 
in God, and to align ourselves with Him, even when it means standing against the 
world. This lesson highlights the transformative power of faith, seen in Rahab’s bold 
decision to align herself with the God of Israel.  

Thinking Back... 
1. Been There, Done That. Consider what spiritual as well as strategic 

lessons Joshua learned from his experience recorded in Numbers 13:1-14:38 and recapped by Moses in 
Deuteronomy 1:22-28. 

Spiritual Lessons... 
Joshua likely learned the importance of trusting God’s promises and not succumbing to 
fear, even when circumstances appear daunting. Numbers 13-14 revealed the consequences 
of unbelief—40 years of wandering—and the blessing of unwavering faith as seen in Caleb 
and himself. 
Strategic Lessons... 
Joshua may have realized the value of wisdom and careful planning. Instead of relying on 
the opinions of many, as Moses did by sending 12 spies, he chose two, perhaps to ensure 
focus and confidentiality. He also likely learned that obedience to God’s instructions, rather 
than relying solely on human strategy, leads to success. 

2. Fame and Fear. Read Exodus 15:1-18. How did this event impact the spread of YHWH’s fame in the land? 
Read Exodus 23:27-28. What was God’s promise? 

The parting of the Red Sea (Exodus 15) showed God’s power and justice, spreading His 
fame among neighboring nations. Exodus 23:27-28 promised that God would send terror 
ahead of Israel to weaken their enemies, a promise that Rahab’s testimony confirms. This 
reminds us that God’s actions on behalf of His people often serve a dual purpose: 
deliverance for His people and a witness to the world. 

Dwelling Richly... 
3. Risky Choice. Why do you think Joshua sent only two spies into Jericho? Why send any at all considering 

God’s promise of victory? 
Joshua may have sent two spies to gather strategic information and test the morale of Jericho, 
ensuring they were prepared for God’s plan. Sending spies, despite God’s promise, shows wise 
leadership, demonstrating that faith and practical preparation are not mutually exclusive. Joshua also 
trusted that the spies would report faithfully, unlike the majority in Numbers 13. 

Learning Hebrew 

 חֵסֵד
(kheh’sed) 

Joshua 2:12, 14 
Lovingkindness, mercy, 
steadfast love, loyalty, 
faithfulness, goodness 
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4. Meet Rahab. Based only on this passage, what facts can you gather about Rahab? Based on these few 
initial facts, what might you infer about her life, faith, history, hopes, etc.? 

From the passage, we know Rahab lived in Jericho, her house was part of the city wall, 
and she was a prostitute. These facts suggest she was likely marginalized in her society but 
resourceful, as she ran her own household. Her quick thinking and knowledge of YHWH imply 
she had been considering her faith and future long before meeting the spies. Her 
willingness to risk her life for the spies reveals a deep hope in YHWH’s power and mercy. 
 
 

5. Rahab’s Role. What was significant about Rahab’s house being part of the city wall? How might this detail 
highlight God’s goodness and providence for His people? 

Rahab’s house being in the city wall provided an ideal location for the spies to escape. This 
detail highlights God’s providence, using an ordinary part of Jericho’s structure to ensure 
His plans unfolded. It also shows God’s goodness in involving someone like Rahab—an outsider 
in every sense—in His redemptive plan. 
 
 

6. Word’s Out. What insight does Rahab share about her people? ...about her understanding of YHWH? Note 
the facts she states and truths she infers about YHWH.  

Rahab shares that the people of Jericho were terrified because of Israel’s victories over 
Egypt and the Amorite kings (Joshua 2:10-11). She acknowledges YHWH’s sovereignty over 
heaven and earth, recognizing Him as the true God. Her statements show both a factual 
understanding of YHWH’s deeds and an inferred belief in His power and justice, 
demonstrating growing faith. 
 
 

7. Sworn Oaths. What does Rahab ask of the spies? Why do you think she trusted them? What does this tell 
you about her beliefs? 

Rahab asks the spies to swear an oath to spare her family, trusting them despite being 
strangers. Her belief in their honesty likely stems from her faith in YHWH—she recognized 
that if their God was trustworthy, His people would be too. This request reveals her 
understanding of covenant loyalty and her faith in God’s mercy. 
 

8. Strong and Courageous. Rahab chose to align herself with YHWH, the God of Israel, instead of the king of 
her own land. How does she exemplify strength and courage? 

Rahab demonstrated courage by hiding the spies and defying her king, risking her life to 
align with YHWH. Her strength lay in recognizing God’s power and choosing faith over fear, 
even when it meant standing against her people. She exemplifies a life of bold trust in God, 
reminding us to choose Him above all else, even when it’s difficult or dangerous 
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                     Pray...for your church 
       Memorize Joshua 1:8 
       Simply Read Joshua 2:15-24 

            Write the Word Psalm 1:4 
   Community Share an idea or insight 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Two /Day Six – Joshua 2:15-24 

Theme: Faith in Action 
Introduction: Rahab’s actions remind us that genuine faith is not passive but 
actively seeks God’s protection, provision, and promises—sometimes at great 
personal cost. Through her story, we see how God’s providence and grace extend 
even to unlikely people in unexpected ways. 

Thinking Back.... 
1. Faith that Acts. Reflect on Rahab’s bold faith from Joshua 2:1-14. Why 

was her faith stronger than her fear of the Canaanites or any consequence 
of her actions? 

Rahab’s faith was bold and proactive, seen in her risking her life 
to hide the spies and protect them. Her faith contrasted sharply 
with the fear of the Canaanites, who were paralyzed by dread over what they had heard 
about Israel’s God. Rahab’s actions challenge us to move beyond belief into trust and 
obedience, acting on God’s promises even when it feels risky. 

2. Rescue Stories. Consider how God saved and set apart other people in the Torah like Noah building the 
ark (Genesis 6:9-22) or the Israelites placing blood on their doorposts during Passover (Exodus 12:1-28). How 
do these examples of faith in action reveal God’s plan for deliverance? 

Rahab’s act of tying the scarlet cord parallels Noah’s obedience in building the ark and the 
Israelites’ trust in applying the blood during Passover. All these examples required faith in 
God’s word before seeing the outcome. These acts of faith point to God’s faithfulness in 
delivering His people and remind us that salvation comes through trusting Him completely. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
3. Scarlet Tikvah (Cord): Whose idea was the scarlet Tikvah (cord)? What is the significance of Rahab 

tying it in her window (Joshua 2:18-21)? How does this act of obedience reflect her understanding of who the 
God of Israel is?  

Tying the cord was the spies’ idea. Tying the scarlet cord in her window symbolized Rahab’s 
faith and obedience, marking her home as a place of safety and salvation. This simple yet 
profound act demonstrated her trust in the spies’ promise and, more importantly, her 
recognition of the God of Israel as faithful and sovereign. By obeying their instructions, 
Rahab showed her understanding that YHWH was not just a powerful deity but one who 
keeps His word and provides protection for those who align themselves with Him. Her 
obedience reflected a deep belief that her only hope was in the God of Israel. 
 

Learning Hebrew 

 תִּקְוָֹה
(tik-vah) 

Joshua 2:18, 21 
Hope, expectation, cord 
“Tikvah” appears when Rahab 
ties the scarlet cord in her 
window. It means “hope” or  
“expectation,” symbolizing the 
hope Rahab placed in the 
promise of the spies and 
ultimately in God’s 
deliverance. 
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4. Escape and Strategy: Why was it important for the spies to follow Rahab’s instructions for their escape 
(Joshua 2:15-16)? What does this reveal about Rahab’s resourcefulness and the spies’ trust in her? 

Rahab’s instructions for the spies to hide in the hills showed her wisdom and knowledge of 
the area, ensuring their safety. The spies’ willingness to trust her advice underscores their 
recognition of her faith and resourcefulness. This cooperation highlights how God uses 
people of faith, even in unexpected ways, to accomplish His purposes. 
 
 

5. A Promise Kept: Rahab and the spies make a covenant of mutual trust (Joshua 2:17-20). What are the 
terms of their covenant? Why would the spies be willing to enter into such a covenant knowing that the 
Amorites of this area are destined for destruction by YHWH? 

The covenant between Rahab and the spies reflects the mutual trust and commitment seen 
in God’s covenants with Israel, such as those with Abraham and Moses. It also foreshadows 
the New Covenant in Christ, where God’s promises of salvation are extended to all who 
trust in Him. Rahab’s inclusion in this covenant demonstrates God’s grace and mercy, even 
to those outside of Israel. 
 
 

6. Faith and Family: Rahab seeks salvation not only for herself but for her entire family (Joshua 2:18). How 
does her faith encourage us to intercede for those we love? Consider and Connect to this New Testament 
passage: Acts 16:25-34 

 
Rahab’s plea for her family’s salvation shows her deep love for them and her trust in 
God’s mercy. It encourages us to pray for and intercede on behalf of our loved ones, 
trusting that God desires to bring salvation to entire households through faith (Acts 16:31). 
 

7. The Fear of the Lord: In Joshua 2:23-24, the spies report that the people of Jericho are terrified 
because of Israel. How does this fulfillment of God’s promise in Exodus 23:27-28 strengthen Joshua and the 
Israelites? What does this teach you about knowing the history of God and His people? 

The spies report that Jericho’s people are filled with fear, fulfilling God’s promise in Exodus 23:27-28 to send 
terror ahead of Israel. This confirmation of God’s word strengthened Joshua and the Israelites, reminding them 
that victory was certain because of God’s power and faithfulness.The spies’ report in Joshua 2:23-24 confirmed 
that God was fulfilling His promise in Exodus 23:27-28 to send fear ahead of Israel, weakening their enemies 
before the battle. This strengthened Joshua and the Israelites by reminding them that God was actively working on 
their behalf, just as He had in the past. Knowing the history of God’s faithfulness gave them confidence to move 
forward in obedience, trusting that He would continue to fulfill His promises.For us, understanding the history of 
God and His people deepens our faith. It reminds us that God is consistent and trustworthy, and His past actions 
assure us of His future faithfulness. Reflecting on His work throughout Scripture and in our own lives equips us 
to face challenges with courage and confidence. 

8. Strong and Courageous: How can you trust and act on God’s promises in your own life this week, even 
when the outcome isn’t immediately clear? Where might God be calling you to step out in faith and courage 
like Rahab? 

Trusting God’s promises might involve stepping out in faith when we don’t fully understand 
the outcome. For example, sharing the gospel with a loved one, forgiving someone who hurt 
us, or taking a step toward a God-given calling are ways we can act in courage. Like Rahab, 
we are called to trust God’s faithfulness and let our actions reflect that trust. 
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                     Pray for patience. 
       Memorize Joshua 1:8 
       Simply Read Joshua 3:1-17 

            Write the Word Psalm 1:5 
   Community Respond to a prompt. 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Two /Day Seven – Joshua 3:1-17 

Theme: Stepping out in Faith and Obedience  
Introduction: Is God’s timing perfect? I think we’d answer, “Of course.” But when we’re 
in the midst of a challenging or overwhelming season it might not feel that way. 
Why now, God? Why not then, Lord? In this account we see that God chooses the 
best time not for us to feel ready but for us to know and trust Him and His timing. 

Thinking Back... 
1. Faith that Leads. How did Rahab’s faith in Joshua 2 demonstrate trust in 

God’s plan? How does her example prepare us for the Israelites’ trust in 
Joshua 3?  

Rahab’s faith demonstrated trust in God’s power and plan even before she saw the outcome. Her 
decision to act on that faith reminds us that trust in God often requires bold steps. This parallels the 
Israelites’ need to trust God’s instructions in Joshua 3 as they prepared to cross the Jordan. Rahab’s 
example inspires us to trust God fully, even when the path ahead seems unclear. 

2. God’s Presence in the Journey: Reflect on Exodus 13:21-22, where God led Israel with a pillar of cloud 
and fire. How does God’s presence then compare to His presence in the ark leading Israel in Joshua 3? 

In Exodus 13:21-22, God’s presence was visible in the pillar of cloud and fire, leading the Israelites 
through the wilderness. In Joshua 3, the ark of the covenant serves as the visible sign of God’s 
presence, leading His people into the promised land. Both examples show that God’s presence is 
constant, providing guidance and assurance as His people move forward in faith. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
3. A New Leader: In Joshua 3:7, God promises to exalt Joshua in the eyes of all Israel. Why was this 

significant for the people and for Joshua’s leadership? What does this teach you about God? 
God’s promise to exalt Joshua (Joshua 3:7) was significant because it established Joshua as the leader chosen by 
God, just as Moses had been. For the people, this was a clear sign that God’s hand was on Joshua, strengthening 
their trust in his leadership. For Joshua, it affirmed God’s faithfulness and gave him confidence to fulfill his 
calling. This moment shows God’s commitment to His promises and His provision of strong, faithful leadership for 
His people. 

4. The Role of the Ark: The ark of the covenant is mentioned multiple times in this passage.. Why was the 
ark so central to the crossing of the Jordan? What did it symbolize for the people of Israel? Read Exodus 
25:10-22, Numbers 10:33-36, Deuteronomy 10:1-5 for the ark’s significance. How does the presence of the ark in 
Joshua 3 highlight God’s faithfulness and leadership? 

The ark of the covenant symbolized God’s presence, holiness, and faithfulness. In Joshua 3, 
it served as the focal point of the crossing, leading the way and reassuring the people that 
God was with them. The ark’s central role reminded the Israelites that their success 
depended not on their strength but on God’s presence and power. 

Learning Hebrew 

ה  תֵּבָֹ
(tey-vah) 

Joshua 3:3 
Ark, vessel, chest 
The ark of the covenant 
represents God’s presence 
and leadership, much like 
Noah’s ark was a vessel of 
salvation in Genesis 6:14 
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5. Stepping Into the Water: The priests were commanded to step into the Jordan before the waters 
would part (Joshua 3:13-16). Why do you think God required this act of faith? How does this challenge us to 
trust God even when we can’t see the full picture? 

God required the priests to step into the Jordan before the waters parted to show the 
importance of faith and obedience. This act of trust demonstrated the Israelites’ willingness 
to rely on God’s promises, even when the outcome wasn’t immediately visible. It challenges us 
to take steps of faith, trusting that God will provide in His timing and way, even when we 
face uncertainty. 

6. A Miraculous Crossing: What parallels can you draw between the crossing of the Jordan in Joshua 3 
and the crossing of the Red Sea in Exodus 14? How does this miracle reaffirm God’s power and faithfulness to 
a new generation of Israelites? 

The crossing of the Jordan parallels the Red Sea crossing in Exodus 14, showing continuity in God’s work for His 
people. Both miracles involved parting water, allowing safe passage, and demonstrating God’s power over creation. 
For the new generation of Israelites, this miracle reaffirmed God’s faithfulness and reminded them that the God 
who delivered their ancestors was still with them. 

7. Sanctify Yourselves: In Joshua 3:5, Joshua tells the people to consecrate themselves because the Lord 
will do wonders among them. What does it mean to consecrate oneself? How can we prepare our hearts to 
witness God’s work in our lives today? 

To consecrate oneself means to set apart and dedicate oneself to God. In Joshua 3:5, the 
people were called to prepare their hearts and lives for God’s miraculous work. For us, it 
means confessing sin, seeking God’s will, and aligning our hearts with Him. Preparing 
ourselves spiritually allows us to see and experience God’s work more fully in our lives. 

8. God’s Timing and Provision: The Jordan was at flood stage when the people crossed (Joshua 3:15). 
Why might God have chosen such a challenging time for this miracle? What does this teach us about His 
power and purpose? 

The Jordan was at flood stage (Joshua 3:15), making crossing seem impossible. God chose 
this time to show His power and to remind His people that their success wasn’t dependent 
on human effort. This teaches us that God often works in ways that highlight His 
greatness, challenging us to trust Him in difficult circumstances. 

9. Foundational-Fulfilled. The Israelites’ crossing of the Jordan into the promised land marked the 
beginning of a new chapter in their journey with God. Read Matthew 3:13-17 and Romans 6:3-4. How does this 
crossing foreshadow the work of Jesus and the new life we receive through Him? How does this account 
encourage you to step into the fullness of God’s promises for your life as a believer? 

The crossing of the Jordan into the promised land symbolizes a transition from the old into the new, much like the work of Jesus 
inaugurates a new covenant for believers. In Matthew 3:13-17, Jesus is baptized in the Jordan River, marking the beginning of His 
public ministry. His baptism symbolizes His identification with humanity and the fulfillment of all righteousness, ultimately pointing to 
His death, burial, and resurrection.Similarly, Romans 6:3-4 describes baptism as a picture of believers being buried with Christ in His 
death and raised to walk in newness of life. Just as the Israelites had to trust God to part the Jordan and lead them into the 
promised land, we are called to trust Jesus to lead us into the new life He offers under the new covenant.This account challenges 
us to see the crossing of the Jordan as a foreshadowing of the spiritual crossing we make through faith in Jesus—leaving behind 
our old lives of sin and stepping into the abundant life promised in Him. It encourages me to live boldly in the truth of my identity 
as a child of God, fully trusting in His provision and power to lead me into the life He has prepared. 

10. Strong and Courageous. Just as the priests stepped into the Jordan, we are often called to take steps of 
faith before seeing God’s provision. What “first step” might God be asking you to take in your life? How can 
you trust Him to lead and provide as you move forward in faith? 

Like the priests stepping into the Jordan, we are called to act in faith even when the 
outcome is uncertain. This could mean trusting God with a challenging decision, reaching out 
to someone in need, or taking a step toward a new calling. Trusting that God goes before 
us allows us to move forward courageously, knowing He will provide and guide us through 
every step of the journey. 
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                     Pray for humility. 
       Memorize Joshua 1:8 
       Simply Read Joshua 4:1-14 

            Write the Word Psalm 1:6 
   Community Share answer to Q4 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Two/Day Eight – Joshua 4:1-14 

Theme: Remembering the Faithfulness of God 
Introduction: As the Israelites cross the Jordan, God instructs them to set up 
memorial stones to remind future generations of His power and faithfulness. This 
act of remembrance points us to the importance of recalling God’s mighty works in 
our lives and passing that faith on to others. 

Thinking Back... 
1. Faithful Reminders: In Joshua 3, God miraculously stopped the waters 

of the Jordan so His people could cross. How does this event connect to 
God’s parting of the Red Sea in Exodus 14? What does this teach us about 
God’s consistency in fulfilling His promises? 

The crossing of the Jordan connects to the parting of the Red Sea in Exodus 14 as a demonstration 
of God’s power and faithfulness. Both events highlight God’s ability to make a way where there is 
none, reinforcing His covenant promise to bring His people into the land. These events remind us that 
God is unchanging, and His promises remain true across generations 

2. The Power of Remembrance: Reflect on Deuteronomy 6:4-9, where God instructs His people to teach His 
commands to their children. How does this connect to God’s command in Joshua 4:6-7 to set up memorial 
stones? Why is remembering so important in faith? 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 emphasizes teaching God’s commands to future generations, weaving them into daily life. This 
connects to the memorial stones in Joshua 4:6-7, which serve as a tangible way to remember and proclaim God’s 
faithfulness. Remembering helps strengthen faith, prevents forgetfulness in times of ease, and encourages us to 
pass on the knowledge of God’s works to others, ensuring that His story continues through the generations. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
3. Twelve Stones, Twelve Tribes: Why did God command one man from each tribe to carry a stone 

from the Jordan (Joshua 4:2-5)? How did this act emphasize unity and shared participation among God’s 
people? 

God’s command for one man from each tribe to carry a stone emphasizes unity among the 
Israelites. Each tribe participated in the act, symbolizing that the whole nation was part of God’s 
covenant promise. This shared participation served to remind all of Israel, regardless of their role or 
location, that they were one people under God’s care and leadership. 

4. Memorial (Zechar) Stones: In Joshua 4:6-7, God says the stones are to be a sign for future generations. 
What might these stones have communicated to the children of Israel years later? What are some ways we 
can create "memorials" to help us remember and share God’s faithfulness today? 

The stones were a sign for future generations, prompting questions like, “What do these stones mean?” (Joshua 
4:6). These memorials would have reminded the Israelites of God’s power in stopping the Jordan and His 
faithfulness in fulfilling His promises. Today, we can create “memorials” through journals, testimonies, or even simple 
traditions, to remember and share God’s work in our lives. 

Learning Hebrew 

 זֵכֶר
(zeh-kher) 
Joshua 4:7 

Remembrance, memorial 
The stones taken from the 
Jordan are a zechar, a 
physical reminder of God’s 
mighty acts, encouraging 
future generations to 
remember His faithfulness. 
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5. The Role of the Priests: The priests carrying the ark stood in the middle of the Jordan until everyone 
crossed (Joshua 4:10). What does this say about the role of spiritual leaders in supporting God’s people as 
they step forward in faith? 

The priests standing in the middle of the Jordan represent spiritual leaders who bear the 
weight of God’s presence and create space for others to follow. Their role highlights the 
importance of faith-filled leadership that trusts God’s provision and holds firm until 
everyone safely passes. Spiritual leaders today are called to support, encourage, and guide 
others as they journey in faith. 

6. God’s Glory in Leadership: In Joshua 4:14, God exalts Joshua in the eyes of all Israel, just as He did for 
Moses. How might this affirmation have encouraged both Joshua and the people?  

In Joshua 4:14, God exalts Joshua as a leader, showing the people that He was with Joshua 
just as He had been with Moses. This affirmation would have bolstered Joshua’s confidence 
and the people’s trust in him, creating unity and focus as they moved forward into the 
land. It reminds us that God faithfully raises up leaders to guide His people in each 
generation. 

7. Stones That Speak: Imagine you are one of the Israelites placing a stone on the pile. Reflect on how this 
moment echoes God’s command to Moses in Exodus 12:24-27. How does the memorial of the Passover and 
the memorial stones in Joshua 4 both serve to teach future generations about God’s faithfulness? What might 
your stone symbolize about your experience with God’s faithfulness? Sketch or describe what a memorial 
stone would remind you and future generations about in your own life. 

The memorial stones in Joshua 4 are similar to the Passover in Exodus 12:24-27, where God anticipated children 
asking about the meaning of the event. Both serve as teaching moments, ensuring future generations know the 
story of God’s deliverance. 
If I were placing a stone, I might reflect on my own experiences of God’s faithfulness. For example, I would carve a river on my stone, symbolizing 
moments when God made a way for me through challenges I thought were impossible. When asked about the stone, I would tell the story of how God 
guided me and provided for me when I trusted Him, just as He did for the Israelites. 

8. The Waters Held Back: Joshua 4:11-13 notes that the river’s waters remained held back until everyone 
crossed safely. How does this reflect God’s patience and care for every individual in His plan? 

The fact that the waters of the Jordan stayed held back until everyone crossed safely 
(Joshua 4:11-13) reflects God’s patience and care. He ensures that every individual, from the 
strongest warrior to the most vulnerable child, is part of His plan. This detail reassures us 
that God’s provision and timing extend to every person, and no one is overlooked in His care. 

9. Jesus, Our Living Memorial: The memorial stones in Joshua 4:6-7 were a sign to remind future 
generations of God’s faithfulness. Read Luke 22:19-20 and 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. How do the stones in Joshua 
point forward to Jesus as the ultimate reminder of God’s faithfulness and salvation? How can reflecting on 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection shape your daily walk of faith? 

The memorial stones in Joshua 4 point to Jesus, who instituted the Lord’s Supper as a way to 
remember His ultimate act of deliverance. Just as the stones reminded Israel of God’s power and 
faithfulness, the bread and cup remind us of Jesus’ sacrifice and victory over sin and death (Luke 
22:19-20). Reflecting on His life, death, and resurrection deepens my gratitude and inspires me to live 
with hope and courage, knowing that God’s redemptive plan is complete in Christ. 

10. Strong and Courageous. God calls His people to remember His works and share them with others. What 
is one way you can intentionally "set up a memorial" in your life to remember God’s faithfulness? How might 
sharing your testimony encourage others to trust Him more deeply? 

Setting up a memorial could look like journaling answered prayers, creating a family tradition 
to reflect on God’s faithfulness, or sharing my testimony with others. Sharing these 
moments helps me remember God’s works and encourages others to trust Him. For 
example, I might keep a small token from a significant event, like a rock or photograph, as a 
reminder of how God provided in a time of need. 
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                     Pray for children in your church 
       Memorize Joshua 1:8 
       Simply Read Joshua 4:15-5:1 

            Write the Word  

   Community Share answer to Q1 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Two /Day Nine – Joshua 4:15-5:1 

Theme: The God Who Completes what He Begins 
Introduction: As we study Joshua 4:15–5:1, we’ll see how God’s power, faithfulness, and provision are celebrated in the 
memorial of the stones and in the fear that spreads among Israel’s enemies. This passage challenges us to reflect 
on how God finishes His work in our lives and points us to the ultimate completion found in Jesus. 

Thinking Back... 
1. God’s Steadfast Presence: Reflect on Joshua 3:7-13 and how the ark of the covenant symbolized God’s 

presence leading the people into the Jordan. How does God’s presence in the crossing assure His people of His 
continued guidance? 

In Joshua 3:7-13, the ark of the covenant symbolized God’s presence, leading the Israelites 
into the Jordan. This visible representation assured the people that God was with them, 
guiding and protecting them every step of the way. This echoes God’s promises in Exodus 
33:14: “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” It reminds us that God’s 
presence is constant, even as we face new challenges. 
 

Dwelling in the Word... 
2. God’s Command to Joshua: In Joshua 4:15-18, God commands Joshua to bring the priests and the ark out 

of the Jordan. Why was it significant that God gave specific instructions for both entering and exiting the 
Jordan? How does this demonstrate God’s order and care? 

God’s specific instructions for entering and exiting the Jordan (Joshua 4:15-18) emphasize 
His orderliness and care in every aspect of His plan. Just as He provided detailed commands 
for building the tabernacle (Exodus 25-40) and observing the Passover (Exodus 12), God’s 
guidance here reassures His people that He is in control. It also reminds us to trust His 
timing and follow His Word completely. 
 

3. The Miracle’s Conclusion: As soon as the priests’ feet touch dry ground, the waters of the Jordan return 
to their full flow (Joshua 4:18). What does this say about God’s timing and control over creation? How might this 
have strengthened the Israelites’ faith? 

When the priests’ feet left the Jordan, the waters returned to their full flow (Joshua 4:18). 
This demonstrates God’s perfect timing and His absolute control over creation. It parallels 
the parting and returning of the Red Sea in Exodus 14:21-28, reminding the Israelites of 
God’s power and reinforcing their faith in Him. Seeing such a precise miracle would have 
assured the people that God’s hand was guiding every step of their journey. 
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4. Significant Timing: Joshua 4:19 notes the exact day when the people came up from the Jordan. What 
day was it? ___________________________Why is this significant? Read Exodus 12:1-3 to learn what God 
commanded Israel to do on this same date during their time in Egypt.  

tenth day of the first month. This date is significant because it connects the crossing of the Jordan to the first Passover, as 
described in Exodus 12:1-3. On this same date in Egypt, God commanded the Israelites to set aside a lamb for the Passover, marking 
the beginning of their deliverance from slavery. This timing is a powerful reminder of God’s faithfulness. Just as He 
delivered them from Egypt and brought them through the Red Sea, He is now bringing them into the promised 
land. The date serves as a symbolic bridge, linking their past deliverance to the fulfillment of His promises 
in the present. 

5. The Stones as a Witness: Joshua 4:20-24 emphasizes that the memorial stones were to serve as a sign 
for future generations and a testimony to all the earth of God’s power. Underline the word “when” in verse 21. 
“When” indicates an expectation that others WILL ask about the stones. Read Matthew 5:14-16 and 1 Peter 3:15. 
How can Jesus’ teachings remind you to live? What does Peter’s point say to you about the stone you set up in 
your life? What might go wrong with the expectation of being asked? Why might your children or others in your 
life not ask? How can you live in a way that prompts curiosity about your faith and prepares you to share God’s 
story of faithfulness? 

The expectation of being asked about the stones assumes that people will notice them and be curious enough to inquire. However, 
this expectation could fail if the story behind the stones isn’t shared intentionally or if the lives of those who placed the stones 
don’t reflect the significance of God’s work. Over time, the stones might become just another feature of the landscape, and 
their meaning could be forgotten. In Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus calls us to let our light shine so that others see God through our 
actions. If our lives don’t visibly reflect His work, the opportunity for others to ask may be missed. Similarly, in 1 Peter 3:15, Peter 
instructs us to always be prepared to give an answer for the hope we have. If we are unprepared or hesitant to speak about 
God’s faithfulness, we might miss moments to share His story. To ensure people ask, we can live intentionally, making God’s 
presence and power visible in our daily lives. This means embodying the love, joy, and peace that come from our relationship with 
Him. We can also create opportunities for questions by openly celebrating God’s work—through sharing testimonies, discussing 
answered prayers, or observing spiritual milestones. By doing this, we highlight God’s faithfulness and encourage curiosity in others.. 
When someone asks about our faith or the “stones” in our lives, we can be ready with a thoughtful response, pointing to how God 
has worked in and through us. Living as a light and being prepared to speak ensures that God’s story is shared and His glory is 
revealed to those around us. 

6. A Step of Faith: Imagine being one of the priests carrying the ark as the waters of the Jordan surged 
back into place behind you. What emotions might you feel as you step onto dry land? Write or draw a reflection 
about how this moment reflects God’s faithfulness to you in your own life. 

If I were one of the priests carrying the ark, I might feel awe and gratitude as I stepped out of the river onto 
dry ground. Seeing the waters return behind me would remind me of God’s faithfulness and power. I would reflect 
on how God holds back obstacles in my life so I can move forward in faith. My reflection might include an image 
of the ark surrounded by calm waters, symbolizing God’s peace and presence in the midst of challenges. 

7. Hearts Melt with Fear: Joshua 5:1 describes how the Canaanite kings responded with fear when they 
heard about the Jordan crossing. What does this reveal about the power of God’s reputation? How does this 
fear fulfill God’s promise and pave the way for Israel’s next steps? 

Joshua 5:1 shows that the Canaanite kings were terrified when they heard how God 
stopped the Jordan’s waters. This fear fulfilled God’s promise in Exodus 23:27-28 and paved 
the way for Israel’s next steps in conquering the land. It reminds us that God prepares the 
way for His people, even in ways we can’t see, and that His power is unmatched.  

8. Strong and Courageous. Read Philippians 1:6 and Hebrews 12:2. How does the completion of the Jordan 
crossing point to God’s faithfulness to finish what He starts in our lives? How does this remind you of Jesus, who 
both began and completed the work of our salvation? How can you trust Him today to bring His work in your 
life to completion? 

Philippians 1:6 reminds us that “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion.” The 
crossing of the Jordan demonstrates God’s faithfulness to finish what He starts. This points us to 
Jesus, who, as Hebrews 12:2 says, is the “author and perfecter of our faith.” Just as God completed 
the Israelites’ journey into the promised land, Jesus completed the work of salvation through His life, 
death, and resurrection. Today, I can trust Him to complete His work in me, knowing He is faithful to 
fulfill His promises. 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group          Memorize Joshua 1:8 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Two/Day Ten - Create and “Zechar” 

Take a moment to reflect on the journey we’ve walked together through Joshua 1:1–5:1. We’ve 
seen God’s power part rivers, His faithfulness in fulfilling promises, and His call to trust Him 
as He leads His people. Like the Israelites, we are reminded that God is always with us, calling 
us to step forward in faith and remember His work in our lives. 
 

God asked the Israelites to set up memorial (Zechar) stones so future generations would 
know and proclaim His mighty deeds. Today, we’re invited to do something similar: to reflect 
on what God has done in our lives, celebrate His faithfulness, and boldly share His story with 
others. 

Maybe you’re thinking, “I don’t have much to share,” or, “What I’ve learned isn’t as significant 
as someone else’s story.” Let me encourage you: every step of faith is significant, and every 
story matters because it’s part of God’s story. You don’t need to have the perfect words or a 
dramatic testimony—God simply asks for a willing heart. 
 

This isn’t about comparison; it’s about celebration. God has been at work in each of us, and 
sharing what He’s done builds up the faith of those around us. Take time to consider what 
God has accomplished in your life. Trusting that He can use your story to encourage others. 
 

Those who crossed the Jordan went back to the very spot where the God showed up in 
power. They picked up a stone large enough that it had to be carried on their shoulder – big 
enough to be seen, not stuffed into a pocket or pouch. 

God could have instructed them to look back on that spot on the Jordan and write about it, 
but instead He instructed them to go to that spot and pick up a stone so big that it couldn’t 
be missed. 

1) Think of a time when God showed His faithfulness to you. What would be a large 
reminder of that moment? Maybe it’s a keepsake, a photo, or a journal entry from that 
time. If nothing tangible comes to mind, think about a symbol—like a stone or another 
object—that could represent what God has done for you. 

2) Write a prayer of thanks to God for His faithfulness in that moment. If you can, bring a 
photo of your "memorial stone" or the actual item to our next Grace Group meeting, 
ready to share how God has been at work in your life. 

3) Consider how this moment might encourage someone else, whether in our group or 
beyond. Joshua 4:24 says the stones were a sign for “all the peoples of the earth.” Your 
story is part of God’s story if you are obeying Him. Sharing it boldly can glorify Him and 
inspire others to trust Him more deeply.



 

 

Map of the Promised Land



 

 

Lesson Three – Joshua 5:2-6:27 

Joshua 5:2-6:27 
Faithful Steps & Falling Walls: 

Trusting God for Victory 
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Grace Group 
  

Open with prayer then recite memory verse from the previous lesson. 
 

Got Questions? If you have a question left unanswered or needing more 
clarification, this is a great time to make a note of it and share in the Q&R 

time following teaching. 
 

Thinking Back... 

DAY PAGES   

1... 39-40 Share something you learned, loved, or were 
encouraged by from the previous message and/or 
Grace Group time. 
 

2... 43-44 Share any of your notes, questions, or comments 

Share Your Responses... 

3... 45-46 #’s 4, 8, 10 
4... 47-48 #’s 2, 3, 7, 10 
5... 49-50 #’s 1, 4, 6, 8 
6... 51-52 #’s 3, 7, 8 
7... 53-54 #’s 1, 5, 9, 10 
8... 55-56 #’s 1, 9, 10 
9... 57-58 #’s 4, 5, 8 

10... 59-60 Create & Share 
 
Up Next: Teaching 
 
We believe God hears, sees, knows, and is ready to answer us 

and guide us when we pray. 
 

Pray as you transition from Group to Teaching time for 
our fellowship to be God-honoring and focused on His 

word. 
 

 

                     
You are loved and prayed for! 
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Teaching Time 
• Introduce:  

o 💡Big Idea: Victorious living, God’s Way - God’s ways are not ours – all-the-more reason to fully submit, trust 

His plan, and show faithful obedience. 

o ❓Ask as You Dwell: Am I living in this kind of submission, trust, and obedience? 

o 📖Devotional: Proverbs 3:5-6; Isaiah 55:8-9; Revelation 11:15-19 

• In anticipation of the chapters ahead teach about  

o footnotes (little numbers/letters) in their Bible 

o comparing and using the “right” Bible 

▪ ESV vs NIV vs NET vs NLT etc 

• “When God delivered His people from slavery in Egypt, what was the first thing He gave them? A calendar – Why?? 

• “Learning Hebrew: boxes – review how to write Hebrew 

• Look for: 

o Repeat phrases: “where have I heard/read this before?” 

▪ Joshua 4:19 and Numbers 32:11 

o Numbers and their meanings 

▪ THREE: לוֹש  The number three is associated with completeness and stability. It is seen in various aspects שָׁ

of life and religious practice, such as the three patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), the three annual 

pilgrimage festivals (Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot), and the three divisions of the Hebrew Bible (Torah, 

Prophets, and Writings). 

▪ SIX – SHAYSH - Usage: The Hebrew word "shesh" is the numeral for the number six. It is used in the 

Bible to denote quantity, sequence, and measurement. The number six often appears in contexts related 

to time, such as days of work, and in measurements, such as cubits or units of weight. Cultural and 

Historical Background: In ancient Hebrew culture, numbers held significant symbolic meaning. The number 

six is often associated with human labor and imperfection, as it falls one short of seven, which symbolizes 

completeness and divine perfection. The six days of creation, followed by a day of rest, highlight the 

human work week and the importance of the Sabbath. 

o Typology in Joshua 

▪ Jordan crossing – baptism 

▪ Rahab – the church 

▪ Jericho – the world, flesh, devile overcome by 

▪ Yeshua – Christ (Calvin) 

▪ 7-days of marching – fullness of time when the world will perish (1 John 2:17, Origen/Maximus) 

▪  

• Prescriptive vs Descriptive 

o  

• NOTES ON JOSHUA 

o Joshua's full name was "Joshua the son of Nun" (|1]"|2 yyin;).  

o The Talmud notes that the word Nun (]) means "fish," a symbol of activity and life.  

o The first mention of the word is found in Exodus 33:11 in reference to Yehoshua. 

o Yehoshua, the one who succeeded Moses and was able to enter the Promised Land, was the "Son of Life"- a 

clear picture of Yeshua our Messiah 

• NOTES ON JERICHO 

o  

• Josh 3:3-4:18 Ark of the covenant of the LORD your God... first introduced. Review the Ark purpose 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Watch/Listen to this message on the “Dwelling Richly” podcast. 
Notes/Handout for this message ChurchCenter group or 
LaMiradaChurch.com/DwellingRichly   

https://www.youtube.com/c/JenniferRichmond
https://www.lamiradachurch.com/dwelling-richly/
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Day by Day 
Lesson overview 
Use the checklist to help you plan your time with God - “TWiG Time” 

At the beginning of the lesson, look for... 

     Big Idea:  

Going into the lesson it may be helpful to think about what the main point will be. Read the 
“Big Idea” and consider how this is the thrust of our focus for the day. 
  Ask as You Dwell:  
A question for you to ponder and come back to as you study. 
      Devotional:  

Scripture suggestions for you to read and meditate on in your devotional time. These are 
companion scriptures. If you are limited on time, consider simply reading these devotionally 
for this day.  

 My Dates Day  

February 5 1 Grace Groups & Teaching, 
Review Lesson 2, Joshua 1:1-5:1  

  READ WRITE 
 

______________________ 
2 Joshua 5:1-6:27 Psalm 37:1-4 

 
______________________ 

3 Joshua 5:2-12 Psalm 37:5-9 

 
______________________ 

4 Joshua 5:13-15 Psalm 37:10-15 

 
______________________ 

5 Joshua 6:1-7 Psalm 37:16-22 

 
______________________ 

6 Joshua 6:8-14 Psalm 37:23-26 

 
______________________ 

7 Joshua 6:15-21 Psalm 37:27-33 

 
______________________ 

8 Joshua 6:22-25 Psalm 37:34-38 

 
______________________ 

9 Joshua 6:26-27 Psalm 37:39-40 

 
______________________ 

10 Create & Share 

February 19 14 Grace Groups & Teaching 
Review Lesson 3, Joshua 5:2-6:37 

 

...Memorize & Meditate... ...Write the Word... 
(Memorize from any translation.) 

Select any verse or verses from Psalm 37 
to memorize.  

We are writing Psalm 37. 
You’ll love how this Psalm connects to 

our passage in Joshua! 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
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My Heart to Yours... 
 
We’ve walked with Joshua and Israel out of the wilderness, across the Jordan, and straight into 
the unknown—and now, we’re about to see what happens when faithful obedience meets the 
power of God. But before we charge ahead, let’s take a breath (and maybe a snack break), 
because Lesson Three isn’t just about walls falling—it’s about hearts changing. 
 
Last lesson, we saw God call, commission, and strengthen Joshua, reminding him (and us!) that 
victory doesn’t come from human strength, but from unwavering trust in God. We watched as 
the Israelites crossed the Jordan on dry ground, stacking up stones of remembrance and 
leaving the Canaanites terrified before the battle even began. And in the middle of it all?  
 
A Canaanite woman named Rahab, who had more faith than half of Israel put together. 
 
Before Jericho’s walls come crashing down, Rahab steps forward in bold trust, throwing her lot 
in with Israel’s God rather than her own city. And what does she find?  
 
A God who saves, a promise that stands, and a future she never imagined. (Spoiler: This woman 
ends up in the lineage of Jesus. Not bad for someone who started out on the "wrong side" of the 
wall.) 
 
This lesson is about faithful preparation—God calling His people to trust and obey before they 
see the victory. Before they fight, they circumcise their men (not exactly a military advantage). 
Before they charge the walls, they celebrate Passover (because nothing says "battle-ready" like 
a full stomach). And before they lift a single weapon, they march in silence for six days, trusting 
that when God says, “Shout!” on the seventh, He will do the impossible. 
 
But let’s be honest—trusting before seeing is hard. It was hard for Israel. It was hard for Rahab. 
And it’s hard for us. Waiting for God to move, stepping forward in faith when nothing seems to 
be happening, walking in circles when we’d rather rush ahead—this is the challenge of faith. But 
as we’ll see in this lesson: 
 
God’s timing is perfect, His commands are intentional, and His victory is sure. 
 
So, grab your Bible, grab your study buddy, and get ready—because whether you feel like an 
Israelite marching in obedience or a Rahab waiting for rescue, God is in the business of breaking 
down walls and bringing people into His promise. 
 
Let’s go forward in faithful steps—and watch falling walls make way for God’s victory. 
 
With expectation and joy, 

 

Eyes on Him, 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 

       Memorize _______________ 
       Simply Read (See Below) 

            Write the Word. Psalm 37:1-4 

   Community Check in with your group. 

    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Three/Day Two – Joshua 5:2-6:27 

Introduction: Day Two is our “fly-over” day covering the passages we’ll be dwelling through in this lesson. Look 
for details to pop out to you, new ideas, repeated phrases, and as always, how God is revealing Himself. 
Remember as you dwell that God’s word was not written originally to you, but it is all for you especially as you 
prayerfully look for how God is preparing His people and making a way for Jesus to be our ultimate deliverer.  
  Ask as you dwell: What patterns of God’s faithfulness am I seeing? What other events or Scriptures does this 
remind me of? Is there a worship song or hymn that connects with me here?  

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate: Re-Read Joshua 1:1-5:1. Review your notes from the message or Grace Groups. What 

is one new insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 1:1-5:1? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Ready to Worship: As you read and dwell through each day’s passage, use the line above (#6 Worship) to 
write the name of a worship song, hymn, or chorus that come to mind. Remember, our goal is to “let the Word 
of Christ dwell in us richly...”  Thinking about worship as you read is one way to do that! 

 

Dwelling in the Word... 
Read the following passages “inductively” – noting essentials (who, what, when, where, why) and noting God and 
truths about Him, repeated phrases, connections to the Torah and/or foreshadows to the New Covenant. Also 
note any question or difficulty that occurs to you. 
3. Day Three Reading: Joshua 5:2-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Day Four Reading: Joshua 5:13-15 
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5. Day Five Reading: Joshua 6:1-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Day Six Reading: Joshua 6:8-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Day Seven Reading: Joshua 6:15-21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Day Eight Reading: Joshua 6:22-25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Day Nine Reading: Joshua 6:26-27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Create & Share – This is a good time to look ahead to Day Ten, “Create & Share.”  
Prepare ahead of time and even do a little each day as time permits. 
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                     Pray...for your Grace Group 

       Memorize _______________ 
       Simply Read Joshua 5:2-9 

            Write the Word: Psalm 37:5-9 

   Community Share your memory verse 
    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Three/Day Three – Joshua 5:2-9 

     Big Idea: God calls His people to renewal before leading them forward. Before 
entering the land, Israel first had to prepare their hearts. God commanded Joshua to 
circumcise the men, renewing their covenant with Him. The previous generation had 
failed in obedience, but this new generation needed to commit fully before stepping 
into God’s promise. 
      Devotional: Ps. 51:10-12; Rom. 2:28-29; 1 Cor. 10:11-13; Col. 2:11-12 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate: From the perspective of a Canaanite king or one of the 

people of Israel, describe what you have heard or witnessed and how you feel 
about the events recorded in Joshua chapters 3-4 – Read 5:1 for inspiration!   

If I were a Canaanite king: 
I would be terrified. I’ve heard how their God dried up the Jordan, just like He did to 
the Red Sea. If their God can stop rivers and lead them into our land without 
resistance, what hope do we have? Our defenses seem useless against a God who 
commands nature itself.If I were an Israelite:I would feel awe and excitement—but 
also nervous anticipation. We have finally arrived in the land God promised, but now 
comes the real test. The Lord’s power is clear—He’s already shaken the hearts of 
our enemies. But what will He require of us before we move forward? 

2. Sign of the Covenant. Review the following and write some notes about 
circumcision: 

Genesis 17:9-14 and Exodus 12:48 / To whom was circumcision first announced? 
Why was it important? Who was it for? 
Abraham.It was a sign of God's covenant, setting apart His people 
as His own. Every male descendant of Abraham and any foreigner 
wanting to join Israel in worshiping Yahweh. 
Leviticus 26:41 and Deuteronomy.10:16 / What else do you notice about circumcision from these passages? Why 
is this important? 
Circumcision wasn’t just physical—it symbolized a heart response. 
God wanted His people not just marked outwardly, but transformed inwardly.Why is this 
important? → It’s a reminder that obedience without heart change isn’t enough—true faith 
goes beyond ritual. 

3. A Cut Above. (5:2-3) What does the LORD command? How does Joshua respond? Why is this significant? 
(Consider Joshua 1:8-9.) 

COMMAND: 
What does the LORD command? → He tells Joshua to circumcise the new generation of 
Israelite men. 

Learning Hebrew 

 מוּל
(mool) 

Joshua 5:2 
To circumcise, cut off 

ה  חֶרְפָֹ
(kher-PAH) 
Joshua 5:9 

Reproach, disgrace, 
shame. 

ל  גָֹל 
(gah-LAHL) 
Joshua 5:9 

To roll, roll away, removing 
obstacles 

  גִלְגָֹל

(gil-GAWL) 
Joshua 5:9 

Location of the first 
campsite of Israel after 
crossing the Jordan, the 
first circumcision and 
Passover of the new nation 
occurs here 
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RESPONSE: 
How does Joshua respond? → He obeys immediately, even though this would leave his army 
temporarily vulnerable. 
SIGNIFICANCE: 
What does this reveal? → Obedience to God is more important than military strategy. 
It’s significant b/c it shows how Joshua is actually leading by example and totally following 
God’s commands from 1:8-9. 

4. Nick at Night. (5:4-7) Imagine you are explaining to your curious young niece or nephew who is asking, 
“Why is Joshua having them circumcised and why now?” 

“Well, remember how their parents didn’t trust God in the wilderness? Because of that, 
they died without seeing the Promised Land. But God promised this land to their children, 
and now He’s giving them a fresh start. Circumcision was a sign that they belonged to God. 
This generation had never been circumcised, so now they needed to obey before moving 
forward. It was like pressing ‘reset’—a new beginning of faith and trust.” 

5. No Shortcuts with God. (5:4-7 and 1 Corinthians 10:1-13) The apostle Paul refers to these events giving 
warnings and hope of how to live in light of what happened. What is the biggest warning to you today? Why? 
What from these passages brings you great hope? 

BIGGEST WARNING: 
not to repeat the mistakes of the past. Paul warns that even though Israel saw miracles, 
many still disobeyed and suffered judgment. It reminds me that just seeing God’s power 
doesn’t equal faith—I have to walk in obedience. 
BIGGEST HOPE: 
God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability” (1 Cor. 10:13). Even 
when I struggle with sin or fear, God always provides a way out. I don’t have to follow the 
same patterns of failure—I can trust Him fully. 

6. Rolling Away Reproach. (5:9) What does God say He accomplished for Israel? How does this moment 
mark a new identity for Israel? (Add Gilgal to your map from Lesson Two. What other events happen in this 
area?) 

What did God accomplish? → He removed the shame of Israel’s slavery in Egypt. 
How does this mark a new identity? → They were no longer a wandering people—they were heirs of the promise. 
Gilgal’s significance: This becomes a base camp for future victories. 
Later, Saul is confirmed as king here (1 Samuel 11:14-15). Elijah and Elisha pass through Gilgal (2 
Kings 2:1). It’s a place of remembrance and renewal. 

7. Circumcised and Consecrated. How was this act of circumcision an act of faith and obedience? How 
might getting circumcised have been seen as too risky or unwise from a strategic standpoint?  

How was this an act of faith and obedience? → Circumcision showed they were truly set apart as God’s 
people.Why was this strategically risky? → Right after surgery, the men were vulnerable to attack! If they had 
relied on human logic, they would have postponed it until after battle. But God’s ways are higher, and they had to 
trust His protection, not their own strength. 

8. Strong & Courageous: Before Israel could step into God’s promises they had to obey – even if that meant 
becoming physically vulnerable. Did this take strength and courage? How so or not? What does this kind of 
vulnerability and absolute trust look like in your life? What spiritual practices (prayer, study, repentance, 
fasting) can help you stay obedient and consecrated in your life to God today? Consider Romans 2:29. 

It took physical courage to undergo circumcision as adults. 
It took spiritual courage to trust that God would protect them while they recovered. 
It took leadership courage for Joshua to command this before battle. 
Prayer – Keeping my heart in tune with God.Bible Study – So I don’t forget His ways. 
Repentance – Regularly seeking a “heart circumcision” (Romans 2:29).Fasting – Surrendering 
physical comfort to rely on God’s strength. 



Lesson Three m Day Four 

 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Three 

... 71 ... 

                     Pray for your family 

       Memorize _______________ 
       Simply Read Joshua 5:10-15 

            Write the Word Psalm 37:10-15 

   Community Connect with the group today 

    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Three/Day Four – Joshua 5:10-15 

     Big Idea: Promised land, Passover, and prepared for battle-align with God. 
Victory is not about their strength, but about allegiance to God - the true Commander, 
and our role is to align with His will, not the other way around. 
      Devotional: Ex. 12:24-28, 16:31-35; Ps.24:7-10; John 6:31-36, 12:12-16; Heb. 12:28-29 

Thinking Back-Looking Ahead... 
1. Remember & Relate. When God delivered His people from slavery in Egypt  

what was the first thing He gave them? _________________________ 
What was the first observation on God’s calendar? __________________ 
How did observing Passover shape Israel’s Identity and relationship with God? 
Consider: Ex. 12:24-28 and Joshua 4:19-24. 

calendar. The first appointed feast was Passover, a reminder of His 
salvation. Observing Passover shaped their identity by reinforcing their 
dependence on God and obedience to His covenant. Exodus 12:24-28 and 
Joshua 4:19-24 show how remembering God’s past faithfulness 
strengthened their trust for the future. 

2. Foundation-Fulfilled. On what day did Israel come up out of the Jordan? 
(Josh. 4:19) Consider the significance of this day on God’s calendar as it 
connects to the life of Jesus. Read Matthew 3:13-17 and then John 12:12-16 

Israel came up from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, the same day they were 
to select the Passover lamb (Exodus 12:3). Jesus fulfilled this pattern—His baptism (Matthew 3:13-17) 
marked the start of His ministry, and on this same day, He entered Jerusalem as the true 
Passover Lamb (John 12:12-16). 
 

Dwelling Well... 
3. but first, Passover. (5:10) Note facts of this moment: 

WHO? 
People of Israel 

WHEN? 
14 of Nisan 

WHERE? 
Gilgal, plains of Jericho 

WHAT? 
Observed Passover 

Now, consider the sights, sounds, and even aromas of a Passover observance. How might this feast have 
reminded Israel of God’s faithfulness in both Egypt and now at the threshold of the Promised Land? How might 
all of this impacted the residents of Jericho? 
Joshua 5:10 records that Israel observed Passover at Gilgal, their first in the Promised Land. The sights, sounds, and aromas of the 
meal would have reminded them of their deliverance from Egypt and God’s provision. Their pause to worship rather than attack 
must have unsettled Jericho, showing their confidence in God’s timing. 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

ח  פֶס 
(PEH-sakh) 

Exodus 12:11; Joshua 5:10 
To pass over, to spare, 
Passover: the first of the 
feasts on God’s calendar 

ה צָֹ  מ 
(mats-tsah) 

Exodus 12:8; Joshua 5:11 
Sweetness, unleavened 
bread especially used 
during Passover and the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread 

ן  מָֹ
(man) 

Exodus 16:15; Joshua 5:12 
Literally: “what is it?” The 
“bread” that the LORD 
gave the Israelites to eat 
See: Num. 11:7-9; Deut 8:3; 
John 6:31-58 for 
description, spiritual lesson, 
and connection to Jesus 
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4. Provision and Promise (5:12) How does this verse mark a fulfillment of God’s promise and a reminder 
forever of God’s faithfulness? Draw or describe your response. Consider Exodus 16:31-35 and Deuteronomy.8:3. 

For forty years, God provided manna. In Joshua 5:12, it ceases as Israel eats from the land, fulfilling His promise. Exodus 16:31-35 and 
Deuteronomy 8:3 remind them that true provision comes from God. This moment marks a shift from daily dependence on miracles 
to trusting Him as they take possession of His promises. 
 

5. Foundation Fulfilled. Read John 6:31-36. How does Jesus connect His life to this moment? How does 
the shift from manna to the provision from the land point forward to Jesus? 

In John 6:31-36, Jesus declares Himself the true Bread of Life. Just as Israel moved from 
manna to the land’s harvest, believers move from temporary provision to eternal fulfillment 
in Christ. 
 

6. The Commander’s Commander. (5:13) At some point after observing Passover Joshua, who had been in at 
least 5 battles en route to Jericho over the course of the 40 years since Egypt, is now preparing for battle 
again. What was true of these battles will not be true of the battle ahead – but Joshua does not know this, not 
yet. Do you find Joshua’s response surprising? How is this interaction a teaching moment for you as you think 
of your priorities and expectations of God? 

Joshua, a seasoned warrior, prepares for battle. When he sees a man with a drawn sword, he asks if he is for or against Israel. 
His question assumes God takes human sides, but the response shifts his perspective—this battle is the Lord’s. 
 

7. Divine Perspective (5:13-15) 
Joshua’s 1st question: _____________________________________________________________ 
The “man’s” 3 distinct responses to Joshua’s 1st question: 
1)_______ 2)__________________________________________________________________ 
No, I am the commander of the army of the LORD 

3)__________________________________  
Now I have come 

Joshua’s response: _______________________________________________________________ 
Falls on his face and worships 

Joshua’s 2nd question: _____________________________________________________________ 
What does my lord say/require? 

The “man’s” answer: ______________________________________________________________ 
Take off your sandals from your fee, for the place where you are standing is holy 

Joshua’s response: _____________________________________ 
Why do you think the commander of the army of the LORD responds to Joshua’s first question in this way? 
because the battle is not about taking human sides—it is about God's authority. Joshua assumes the encounter is 
about whether God will fight for Israel, but the commander’s response redirects the focus: victory will come not 
because God is on Joshua’s side, but because Joshua aligns himself with God. This response emphasizes that God’s 
purposes are higher than national or personal agendas. 
How does this encounter set Joshua up for success as he leads the people to conquer Jericho? 
This encounter prepares Joshua by shifting his perspective from a military strategy to a posture of worship and 
obedience. Before taking Jericho, Joshua learns that success comes not from his leadership or tactics, but from 
following God’s command. The instruction to remove his sandals, like Moses at the burning bush, reminds him that 
the land is God's, and the battle is His to win. His surrender ensures that Joshua leads with humility and dependence 
on the Lord rather than relying on his own strength. 

8. Strong & Courageous What does it look like to align yourself fully with God’s will rather than expecting 
Him to align with yours? What are some practical ways you can keep in check any tendency you might have 
of assuming that God’s way of doing things is yours? 

Aligning with God’s will means surrendering personal agendas and trusting His leadership. This 
requires humility, Scripture, prayer, and a willingness to obey even when His ways seem 
unexpected. Victory comes not from asking God to be on our side but ensuring we are on 
His. 
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                     Pray...for increased faith 

       Memorize _______________ 

       Simply Read Joshua 6:1-7 

            Write the Word: Psalm 37:16-22 

   Community Encourage a Grace Group member 

    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Three/Day Five – Joshua 6:1-7 

     Big Idea: Victorious living, God’s Way - God’s ways are not ours – all-the-more 
reason to fully submit, trust His plan, and show faithful obedience. 
  Ask as You Dwell: Am I living in this kind of submission, trust, and obedience? 
      Devotional: Proverbs 3:5-6; Isaiah 55:8-9; Revelation 11:15-19 

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate. What is the Ark of the Covenant?  

a sacred chest designed by God's command to symbolize His presence among His people. It 
was constructed according to God’s instructions and held deep spiritual significance in 
Israel’s history. 
 
What has been its role in the life of God’s people?  
Exodus 25:8-22 
placed in the Most Holy Place 
within the Tabernacle, covered by 
the mercy seat where God’s 
presence would dwell and meet 
with His people. It contained the 
stone tablets of the Law, Aaron’s 
staff, and a jar of manna, 
representing God's covenant, 
authority, and provision. 
 
 
 

Numbers 10:33-36 
led Israel as they 
traveled through the 
wilderness. Moses 
prayed each time it set 
out, recognizing that 
God's presence was 
their true guide and 
protection. 

Deuteronomy.10:8 
Levites were set apart 
to carry the Ark, 
minister before the 
Lord, and bless the 
people. This emphasizes 
its holiness and the 
requirement of 
reverence in handling it. 

Joshua 3:3-17, 4:5-18 
As soon as the priests 
carrying it stepped into the 
water, the river stopped 
flowing, allowing Israel to 
cross on dry ground. This 
showed that God Himself was 
leading them into the Promised 
Land. 

The Ark is called by a few names other than simply, “the ark.”. Note them here: 
Exodus. 25:22 – “the Ark of the __________________ 
(Testimony) derived from the root meaning “to bear witness”, Greek connection: μαρτυρί α, martyria, witness 

Num 10:33 – “the Ark of the ___________________________________ 
Covenant of the LORD 

Joshua 3:6 – “the Ark of the ________________. 
Covenant 

The Ark is mentioned twice in the New Testament. Note the context for each of these passages: 
Hebrews 9:4 
part of the Most Holy Place, holding the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff, 
and the stone tablets of the covenant. This passage highlights the Ark’s 

role in representing God's presence and provision under the Old 
Covenant. 

Revelation 11:15-19 
appears in the heavenly temple when the seventh 
trumpet is blown, signaling the full realization of 
God's kingdom. This moment connects the Ark to 
ultimate victory, reminding us that God's 
presence goes before His people in battle, just as 
it did at Jericho. 

Learning Hebrew 

רון  אָֹ
(ah-ROHN) 

Ex. 25:10; Joshua 3:3 
Ark, chest, coffin, box 
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Dwelling Richly... 
2. Do You See What I See? (6:1) From Joshua and all of Israel’s point of view, what can be plainly seen? 

How does this moment connect to Rahab’s words? (Joshua 2:9-11) 
From Joshua and Israel’s perspective, they see Jericho’s walls—strong, impenetrable, and sealed shut. 
The city is locked down in fear, with no one going in or out. This tells me that the enemy is not 
planning an attack but is instead terrified, waiting for whatever Israel will do next. This moment fulfills 
Rahab’s words in Joshua 2:9-11, where she said that the people’s hearts had melted in fear because 
they had heard of God’s mighty works. Even before the battle begins, Jericho is already spiritually 
defeated because they recognize that Israel’s God is unlike any other.  

3. Do You See What He Sees? (6:2) With these plainly visible facts in mind, what is striking to you about 
what the LORD says to Joshua? Note how YHWH speaks about the victory. Read Romans 8:37. How does this 
passage reflect the truth about the victory we have as followers of Jesus? 

Despite the obvious sight of Jericho’s locked gates, God speaks to Joshua as if the battle is already 
won: “See, I have given Jericho into your hand.” This is striking because, from a human perspective, 
nothing has changed—the walls are still standing, and no battle has been fought. God speaks in past 
tense about a future event, showing that His promises are certain. This reminds me of Romans 8:37, 
where Paul says that believers are more than conquerors through Christ. Even before we see 
victory, God has already secured it. Our role is not to make it happen but to walk in faith, trusting 
His word. 

4. God’s Battle Plans. (6:3-5) Draw or Describe the battle plans. Where is the Ark in all this? What does God 
promise will happen? Notice the commands for the: Men of War, Priests, and All the People 

If I were to draw out this plan, it would look completely different from any normal battle strategy. 
Instead of siege engines or direct attacks, Israel is told to march around the city once a day for six 
days, with priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant and blowing trumpets. On the seventh day, they 
are to march around seven times, then shout—and the walls will collapse. The Ark is at the center of 
the procession, symbolizing that God’s presence leads the battle. Instead of relying on weapons, Israel 
is to follow God’s presence, obey His instructions, and trust His promise that the walls will fall. 
Men of War – March silently, exercising disciplined faith. 
Priests – Carry the Ark, showing that victory belongs to God, not human strength. 
All the People – Remain silent until the final command to shout, demonstrating full obedience. 
This plan highlights that faith, not force, wins the battle. 

5. Leadership in Action. (6:6-7) How does Joshua respond to God’s commands? How might his confidence 
in God’s promise have influenced the people and their willingness to follow?  

Joshua responds immediately. He doesn’t question God’s instructions or hesitate—he simply gathers the 
people and commands them to do exactly what God said. His confidence in God’s promise sets the 
tone for the entire nation. 
Had Joshua wavered or expressed doubt, the people might have resisted such an unusual plan. But 
because he leads with certainty and obedience, the people follow without hesitation. His faith 
strengthens theirs. 
 

6. Strong and Courageous. Read Isaiah 55:8-9. How does this truth about God connect to our passage 
today? How can you walk in faithful obedience even when God’s instructions seem unconventional? 

Walking in obedience when God’s instructions seem unconventional requires trust in His wisdom over our own understanding. 
Jericho’s fall teaches me that obedience to God is more important than logic or personal strategy .In my own life, this means 
stepping forward in faith when God calls me to something that doesn’t make sense from a worldly perspective—whether that’s 
forgiving when I don’t feel like it, waiting when I want to act, or choosing faith over fear. When I obey in trust, God works in ways 
I annot see 
 
 
. 
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                     Pray...for your church 

       Memorize _______________ 
       Simply Read Joshua 6:8-14 

            Write the Word: Psalm 37:23-26 

   Community Share an idea or insight 

    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Three/Day Six – Joshua 6:8-14 

     Big Idea: Victory is often a process of trust and endurance, not instant success. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How do I respond when I don’t see immediate results from 
obedience? What does it look like to trust God’s timing in the process? 
      Devotional: Psalm 37:7-9; Habakkuk 2:3; Hebrews 10:36; Galatians 6:9 

Thinking Back.... 
1. Prepared for Battle. Long before Jericho, God gave specific instructions 

about trumpets, marching, and gathering. Read Numbers 10:1-10 What was the 
purpose of these commands. How does God use sound as a signal of movement, battle, and worship?. 

Numbers 10:1-10 details how God commanded Israel to use trumpets for specific purposes: calling the 
people together, signaling when to move, and announcing war or celebration. The sound of the 
trumpets was both a practical and spiritual signal, directing the people in their actions and reminding 
them of God's presence and authority. 
In Joshua 6, the trumpets serve a similar role. They are not used as weapons but as a declaration 
that God is leading the battle. The blowing of trumpets at Jericho reflects the same divine authority 
seen in Numbers 10, signaling movement, divine intervention, and an act of worship. 

2. God’s Ways.  When Israel left Egypt, God led them in a specific way rather than the shortest route. Read 
Exodus 13:17-22 and note how God's presence led His people. How did their journey require trust and patience? 

When God led Israel out of Egypt, He intentionally took them the long way around instead of through the Philistine 
territory. This detour required patience and trust because it didn’t make logical sense from a human perspective. 
Similarly, at Jericho, Israel had to follow God’s unconventional battle plan, marching in silence for six days instead 
of attacking immediately. In both cases, God’s presence (in the pillar of cloud/fire and the Ark) was the key to 
their success. Victory came through trusting His leadership rather than relying on human logic. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
3. Leading the Way. (6:8-9) Draw and label a simple sketch of the scene described in Joshua 6:8-9. What is 

significant about the location of the Ark in God’s battle plan? 
. A simple sketch should depict the Ark of the Covenant at the center, led by the priests with the trumpets, 
followed by the armed men and the rest of the people marching in silence. The placement of the Ark is 
significant because it shows that God is leading the battle, not Joshua or the warriors. This reinforces the idea 
that victory will come by faith and obedience rather than military strength. 

4. Journaling through Joshua. (6:10) Imagine you are among the people ready to take Jericho. Write 
your thoughts having heard Joshua’s three strict commands. How hard or easy would this have been for you? 
Do you think you could have fully obeyed this command? Share your thoughts as a journal entry: 

"We stand ready. The walls of Jericho loom high, but Joshua has given strict commands—no speaking, no shouts, just marching and 
the sound of the trumpets. It’s harder than I thought. Every day we march, but nothing changes. I wonder if the people inside the 
city are mocking us. It would be so much easier to fight, to do something, but we wait. I trust Joshua, but more than that, I must 
trust God. I must be still and know that He is in control."This exercise should highlight the difficulty of waiting in obedience when 
human nature wants immediate action. 

Learning Hebrew 

 שֵׁשׁ
(shaysh) 

Joshua 6:14 
Six, sixth – notes quantity, 
sequence, and often appears 
in contexts related to time: 
days, measurement 



Lesson Three m Day Six 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Three 

... 76 ... 

5. Circling the City. (6:11) Closing in on God’s big plan, the march begins. Recall God’s promise to Israel 
back in Exodus 23:30. How is that moment coming to pass in this account? How does 2 Cor. 5:7 challenge you 
to trust God in areas of your own life where you don’t yet see the outcome? 

In Exodus 23:30, God promised Israel that He would drive out their enemies little by little rather than all at once. This strategy was 
designed to build their faith and discipline over time. The same principle is seen in the march around Jericho. God could have 
collapsed the walls immediately, but He required Israel to walk in obedience and trust for six days before revealing the victory. This 
demonstrates that God’s plans often involve process and patience rather than instant results.  

6. Leading by Example. (6:12) How is Joshua leading by example and demonstrating focused obedience? 
Joshua rises early and immediately follows God's command. His consistency and obedience 
set the tone for the entire nation. Leaders don’t just give instructions—they demonstrate 
faith through their own actions. Joshua’s personal discipline reinforces Israel’s trust in God’s 
direction.  

7. Ditto. (6:12-14)  Joshua 6:12-14 is an “ditto” moment. Had this term existed when the book of Joshua was 
recorded, maybe the author would have simple written, “ditto.” While it has its place, writing ditto, or even as 
here, abbreviating the events, might cause us to lose the power of the rhythm and spiritual discipline of 
following God’s commands routinely. So, let’s compare the details Joshua 6:8-11 with 6:12-14 and write out what 
happened on each day – even if it feels boring or needlessly repetitive. 

DAY ONE: 
Day One: The army, priests, and Ark march around Jericho once. Trumpets sound, but no one speaks. 
DAY TWO 
Day Two: The same as Day One. The people continue in obedience. 
DAY THREE 
Day Three: The march continues. No visible change. 
DAY FOUR 
Day Four: The same process, testing their endurance and trust in God’s plan. 
DAY FIVE 
Day Five: Still marching, still waiting. 
DAY SIX 
Day Six: A final silent march before the climactic seventh day.  

8. “So they did for six days.” (6:14) Q: Could YHWH have conquered Jericho in one day? A: ______ 
Then Why six? Why not five or three or one or none? Consider the Hebrew meaning of “six” and share your 
personal thoughts and observations. NOTE: We covered numbers and their symbolic significance in the 
previous message. 

Yes, YHWH could have conquered Jericho in one moment, but He chose six days. 
The number six in Hebrew thought represents human effort, incompleteness, and preparation (Genesis 1:31, Exodus 20:9). The six 
days of marching reflect the idea that human obedience is required, but true victory comes on God's terms. On the seventh day—
a number representing completion and divine action—God would bring the victory. 
This pattern is seen throughout Scripture: 
Creation (six days of work, God rests on the seventh). 
The Sabbath (six days of labor, the seventh is holy). 
Jericho’s fall (six days of waiting, the seventh brings breakthrough). 

Spiritually, this teaches that we trust and obey in the process, but God brings completion in 
His perfect timing. 

9. Strong and Courageous: Select one or more of the devotional suggestions for today’s lesson. What faith 
building application can you take from that passage in light of today’s lesson? 

Psalm 37:7-9 – Teaches patience and trust in God rather than fretting over immediate results. Like Israel, we must wait in silent obedience before victory 
comes. 
Habakkuk 2:3 – Reminds us that God’s promises come at the appointed time, even if they seem delayed. Faith means walking forward even when we can’t 
see the outcome. 

Hebrews 10:36 – Endurance leads to receiving the promise. Israel had to persist in marching 
before they saw the walls fall. 
Galatians 6:9 – Encourages believers to not grow weary in doing good. Just as Israel had to keep marching even when nothing 
seemed to happen, we must remain faithful in obedience, knowing that God's plan will unfold in His time. 
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                     Pray for patience. 

       Memorize _______________ 

       Simply Read Joshua 6:15-21 

            Write the Word: Psalm 37:27 
   Community Respond to a prompt. 
    Worship ________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Three/Day Seven – Joshua 6:15-21 

     Big Idea: The long-awaited moment arrives, and the walls of Jericho fall—not by 
force, but by faith. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does this passage challenge my understanding of 
success and victory? 
      Devotional: Psalm 44:3; Hebrews 11:30; 1 Corinthians 1:27-29; Ephesians 2:1-22 

Thinking Back... 
1. The Power of the Shout. Read Leviticus 23:23-25 and Psalm 47:1-2. What 

role does shouting play in biblical victory and worship? 
In Leviticus 23:23-25, God commands Israel to observe the Feast of Trumpets with a 
sacred gathering and the blowing of trumpets. The sound marked both a call to 
worship and a proclamation of God's kingship. In Psalm 47:1-2, the psalmist calls people 
to clap, shout, and declare God’s reign over the nations.The role of shouting in 
biblical worship and victory is significant—it is both an act of faith and an 
announcement of God’s power. At Jericho, the shout signified trust in God’s promise 
before the walls fell. Just as trumpets and shouting were used to announce God's 
rule, Israel's unified shout proclaimed that this battle belonged to the Lord. 

2. Devoted to Destruction.  Before entering Canaan, God instructed Israel 
about how to handle certain cities and their possessions. Read Deuteronomy 7:1-
6, 20:16-18. Why was this command important for Israel’s faithfulness? 

God commanded Israel to completely destroy certain Canaanite cities to preserve their faithfulness to Him. The 
Canaanite practices included idolatry, child sacrifice, and extreme moral corruption. If Israel spared these nations, 
their influence would lead Israel into sin, as later seen in Judges and Kings.This command was not about racial 
superiority but spiritual purity—Israel was called to be a holy nation set apart for God. The destruction of Jericho 
followed God’s command to remove every trace of idolatry and rebellion, ensuring that the land was dedicated to 
God alone. 

3. Iniquities Complete! Read Genesis 15:16. What promise and warning does God give Abraham? How is 
this about to be fulfilled? What does this tell you about God’s justice and perfect timing? 

God told Abraham that his descendants would return to Canaan after four generations, because “the iniquity of 
the Amorites is not yet complete.” This revealed both God’s patience and His justice. 
For over 400 years, God had given the Canaanites time to repent, yet they had persisted in sin. Now, in Joshua 6, 
that time is up. Jericho’s destruction is not an arbitrary act of war but the righteous fulfillment of God's 
judgment. This moment shows that God’s timing is perfect—His mercy is great, but so is His justice. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
4. Dawning of a New Day. (6:15) You are preparing for this 7th day of marching. You’re up early and have a 

few moments to write your thoughts. Reflect back on the previous 6 days and even back to the day you first 
heard Joshua relay what the commander of the LORD’s army had said (6:2-5.) Today is that day. You have 
obeyed every command of Joshua’s – marching daily in complete silence. What has this been like for you? 

Learning Hebrew 

 שְׁבִיעִי
(sheb-ee-ee’) 
Joshua 6:15 

Seventh, from “sheva” 
meaning seven, associated 
with divine perfection and 
completion, rest. 

ם כ   שָֹׁ
(shah-KAHM) 
Joshua 6:15 

To rise early in the morning – 
associated with diligence and 
commitment. 

 חֵרֶם
(KHEH-rem) 
Joshua 6:17  

From “to ban” or “to devote”, 
untouchable, wholly belonging 
to God. 
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What have you learned? How are you feeling about the day ahead in light of everything leading up to this 
moment?  

"For six days, we marched. We saw the towering walls of Jericho, but we remained silent, waiting. At first, I 
expected something to happen—cracks in the wall, signs of fear from the city. But nothing changed. And yet, in 
the silence, I learned to trust. Each step reminded me that this battle belongs to the Lord. Today is the seventh 
day—the day we shout. I don’t know how it will happen, but I believe God will do what He has promised. I feel 
anticipation, excitement, and a deep sense of peace. Today, we see God’s power." 

5. Shout, Shout, Let it all Out! (6:16-17) What does Joshua command? How does this remind you of 
God’s promise? Read Hebrews 11:1. How does this verse apply to Israel’s moment of shouting? 

Joshua commands the people to shout, declaring that God has given them the city. This moment echoes God’s 
promise in Joshua 6:2—victory was assured before they ever lifted a weapon.Hebrews 11:1 teaches that faith is 
believing in what we do not yet see. Israel shouted in faith, not sight—the walls hadn’t fallen yet, but they acted as 
if God’s promise was already fulfilled. This is a key lesson in faith-driven obedience. 

6. Redemption & Destruction. (6:17-18) Joshua gives two strong and clear exceptions to the total 
destruction of Jericho – a positive command to spare Rahab and a negative command to not take the herem. 
Both commands are based on promises. What are they and why are they important? Why restate them now? 

Spare Rahab and her household—This fulfills the covenant of protection made in Joshua 2:14. 
Rahab’s faith brought deliverance, showing God’s mercy amidst judgment. 
Do not take the herem (devoted things)—Everything in Jericho was to be set apart for destruction or given to 
God’s treasury. This ensured Israel did not covet what belonged to God.These commands are important because 
they uphold God’s justice and faithfulness. Rahab’s salvation highlights that God’s mercy extends to those who 
trust Him, while the warning against the herem reminds Israel that disobedience brings serious consequences (as 
seen later with Achan in Joshua 7). 

7. A Miraculous Conquest. (6:20-21) Compare what happens with what was promised in Joshua 6:5. How 
do the people demonstrate their faithful obedience to God? 

The people march, they shout, and the walls fall exactly as God promised in Joshua 6:5. The miracle occurs not 
through human effort but through obedience. 
The people demonstrate faith by following God’s instructions exactly—they do not question or alter the plan. Their 
obedience is a model for how believers should trust and act on God’s Word, even when His methods seem 
unconventional. 

8. Hard but Holy. (6:21) Is it difficult for you to read about the total destruction of Jericho? How so or not? 
Consider the truths of Romans 1:18-2:16, 6:23 and keep in mind God’s word to Abraham (Gen. 15:16). 

The total destruction of Jericho is difficult to read because it involves God’s judgment on an entire city. However, 
when viewed in light of Genesis 15:16, it becomes clear that this judgment was not rushed—it was delayed for 
centuries. God’s patience had ended, and justice had come. 
 
Romans 6:23 reminds us that the wages of sin is death. Jericho’s destruction illustrates this truth. Just as Israel 
could not spare any part of Jericho, believers cannot make peace with sin. God’s judgment is real, but so is His 
mercy—Rahab’s salvation shows that all who turn to Him can be saved. 

9. Strong & Courageous. Our focus in the Dwelling Richly study is to first approach the Bible with a heart 
and mind to know God, and then to align ourselves to love him with our heart, soul, mind, and strength. How 
will doing this help you to deal with difficult accounts (like the total destruction of Jericho) or help others do 
the same?  

Approaching the Bible with the desire to know God first—before seeking answers to difficult questions—shapes 
how we understand passages like the destruction of Jericho. When we start by asking, Who is God? What is His 
character? we are reminded that God is both holy and just, merciful and patient. His actions throughout Scripture 
are always consistent with His nature, even when they challenge our human perspective. If we begin with trust in 
God’s goodness, we can wrestle with difficult accounts without losing faith. We recognize that God’s justice is 
never arbitrary—it is measured, purposeful, and often preceded by great patience (Genesis 15:16). When we love 
God with our heart, soul, mind, and strength, we learn to submit our emotions, logic, and personal assumptions to 
His greater wisdom. This approach also helps us guide others in difficult conversations. Instead of reacting 
emotionally or defensively, we can gently point them to the broader biblical story 
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 1.                     Pray for an obedient heart. 

 2.       Memorize _______________ 

 3.       Simply Read Joshua 6:22-25 

   4.          Write the Word: Psalm 37:34-38 

 5.   Community: Share one insight 

 6.    Worship ________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Three/Day Eight – Joshua 6:22-25 

     Big Idea: Rahab’s story reminds us that no one is beyond God’s grace, and those 
who trust Him are saved—even in the midst of destruction. 
  Ask as You Dwell: What does Rahab’s salvation teach us about God's mercy? 
How does her story challenge assumptions about who belongs in God's family? 
      Devotional: Exodus 34:6-7; Matthew 1:5-6; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25 

Thinking Back... 
1. Always God’s Plan: Read Exodus 12:48-49. What did God make plans for 

many years before the Jericho account? What does this tell you about the 
heart of God? 

Long before the events at Jericho, God made provisions for foreigners 
to join His people through faith and obedience. Exodus 12:48-49 states 
that if a foreigner desired to celebrate Passover, they could become 
part of Israel by circumcision and full commitment to God’s covenant.This 
tells us that God's heart has always been for inclusion, welcoming those who would follow Him—
whether Israelite or outsider. Rahab’s salvation is not an exception but a fulfillment of God’s plan, 
showing that His mercy extends to all who trust in Him. 

2. First Things First: (Exodus 23:19; Leviticus 23:9-14; Deuteronomy 26:1-4) – God commanded Israel to 
bring the firstfruits of their harvest to Him as an act of worship and trust. Read these passages and note what 
was required of Israel. What was the purpose of giving God the first and best of what they received? 

Israel was commanded to bring the firstfruits of their harvest to God as an act of worship and 
trust. These offerings acknowledged that everything belongs to God and was a way of expressing 
gratitude and dependence on Him.The conquest of Jericho follows this principle—the first city in the 
Promised Land was devoted entirely to God. Just as Israel was to offer the first of their crops, 
they were to dedicate Jericho’s wealth and possessions to Him. This reinforces the importance of 
honoring God first in all things. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
3. Two Men and a Promise: (6:22-23) What instructions does Joshua give regarding Rahab and her 

household? How does this fulfill the agreement made in Joshua 2:12-14? Read Psalm 33:18-19 – How does this 
verse reflect Rahab’s trust in God? 

Joshua commanded the two spies to keep their promise to Rahab, ensuring that she and her 
household were rescued. This fulfills the agreement made in Joshua 2:12-14, where Rahab placed her 
faith in God’s protection. Psalm 33:18-19 states that the Lord’s eye is on those who fear Him and hope 
in His steadfast love. Rahab’s trust in God—not in Jericho’s walls or her own people—placed her under 
His protection and secured her salvation. 

Learning Hebrew 

יָֹה  חָֹ

(khaw-YAH) 
Joshua 6:25 

To live the familiar modern 
Jewish toast: “to Life!” 
L’chaim!” is rooted in this 
word. 

ב .  יָֹשׁ 
(YAH-shab) 
Joshua 6:25 

To dwell, remain, marry – 
“...Rahab has lived/dwelt in 
Israel..” 



Lesson Three m Day Eight 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Three 

... 80 ... 

4. Treasures for the LORD. (6:18-19, 24) What was God’s command regarding what was to be set apart to 
Him? Why do you think God commanded this? Consider how this reflects a firstfruits offering.  

God commanded that all silver, gold, bronze, and iron from Jericho be set apart for His treasury, 
rather than for personal gain. This reflects the firstfruits principle—just as Israel was to give the 
first of their harvest to God, the first city they conquered belonged entirely to Him. This command 
teaches: Obedience – Honoring God’s instructions over personal desires. Trust – Believing that God 
would provide future victories and blessings. 
Holiness – Keeping what was devoted to God set apart rather than misusing it.  

5. Fall of Jericho-Rise of Rahab: (6:23-24) What happens to Jericho? What happens to Rahab and her 
family? How does this moment highlight the contrast between judgment and salvation? Read John 5:24 – 
How does Jesus describe the kind of salvation Rahab experienced, not just physically but spiritually? 

Jericho was completely destroyed, but Rahab and her family were rescued and set apart. This stark 
contrast highlights God’s judgment on sin and His mercy toward those who trust Him. In John 5:24, 
Jesus describes salvation as crossing from death to life through faith. Rahab experienced this in a 
physical and spiritual sense—she left behind her old identity in Jericho and became part of God’s 
people.  

6. Loyalty and Life: (6:25) Read this verse along with 2:12-14 closely looking for the references to life. What 
do you notice? Why was Rahab permitted to “live in Israel to this day” when the rest of Jericho was 
infamously destroyed? What role did loyalty play in Rahab’s life . 

Joshua 6:25 emphasizes life: Rahab lived because she showed faith and loyalty. 
She continued to live in Israel, not as an outsider but as part of the covenant people. 
Her loyalty to God over her homeland set her apart. She didn’t just survive—she became a 
full member of Israel, showing that faith, not birthright, determines true belonging in God’s 
kingdom. 

7. Lineage and Legacy: How does Rahab’s loyalty impact her life now and her lineage to come? Read Ruth 
4:18-22 and 1st Chronicles 2:11 along with the New Testament devotional passages above for details about 
Rahab. What do you learn about her lineage? What about her legacy stands out to you? 

Rahab’s faith had lasting consequences:She married Salmon, becoming the mother of Boaz, who later 
married Ruth. She became an ancestor of King David and, ultimately, Jesus Christ. Her legacy stands 
out because: She was a Canaanite and a former prostitute, yet she is honored in Jesus' genealogy. 
Her story highlights that God’s grace redeems and rewrites history. She is named in Hebrews 11:31 as a 
hero of faith and in James 2:25 as an example of faith in action. Rahab’s life is a powerful reminder 
that faith in God changes everything—our past does not define us, but our trust in God does. 

8. Strong and Courageous: Rahab was not just spared—she was redeemed and included in God’s people. 
How does her story foreshadow the way God welcomes all into His family? What does it mean for you 
personally to be brought near to God, no matter your past?  

Rahab’s story reminds me that God welcomes anyone who places their faith in Him, no matter their 
background or past mistakes. She was a Canaanite and lived in a city that was under God’s judgment, 
yet because she trusted Him, she wasn’t just spared—she was fully brought into God’s people. Reading 
Ephesians 2:11-17, I see how this applies to me. Just like Rahab was an outsider brought near, I was once 
far from God, but through Jesus, I have been welcomed into His family. This passage reassures me 
that my past doesn’t define me—God does. 
It also challenges me to think about how I treat others. Am I making space for people who 
might feel like outsiders in the church? Am I showing them the same grace and welcome 
that God has shown me? I want to live in a way that reflects the truth that God’s kingdom 
is for all who trust in Him—not just for those who seem like they belong. 
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 1.                     Pray to see God’s faithfulness 

 2.       Memorize _______________ 

 3.       Simply Read Joshua 6:26-27 

   4.          Write the Word Psalm 37:39-40 

 5.   Community How’s your StudyBuddy? 

 6.    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Three/Day Nine – Joshua 6:26-27 

     Big Idea: God’s word is sure—His promises and His warnings will come to pass. 
Joshua’s leadership is marked by the Lord’s presence, and his renown foreshadows the 
greater name of Jesus, whose fame fills the earth. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does Joshua’s leadership reflect God’s faithfulness? How 
does the phrase “his fame was in all the land” foreshadow Jesus? 
      Devotional: Psalm 72:17-19; Philippians 2:9-11; Galatians 6:7; Hebrews 3:1-6 

Thinking Back... 
1. A Leader with God’s Presence: What was God’s promise in Joshua 1:5? 

God promised Joshua: “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your 
life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake 
you.” This promise is fulfilled in Joshua 6:27, where we see that “the Lord was with 
Joshua, and his fame was in all the land.” This reminds us that success in leadership 
comes from God's presence, not personal skill or status. Just as God was with 
Joshua, He is with all who walk faithfully in His calling. 

2. The Power of an Oath: What has God said about oaths? Read Numbers 
30:1-2 and Deuteronomy 23:21-23 

oaths made to the Lord are binding—they must be kept with integrity. Numbers 30:2 states, “If a man vows a vow 
to the Lord, or swears an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he shall not break his word.” This helps us understand 
why Joshua’s curse on Jericho (Joshua 6:26) was not just a passing statement, but a declaration with lasting 
spiritual significance. It was an oath tied to God’s authority and judgment, ensuring it would be fulfilled, as later 
seen in 1 Kings 16:34. 

3. Hear and Obey: Long before Jericho, God gave Israel some oddly specific commands. Deuteronomy 13:12-18 
is one such scenario. How does this passage anticipate the scene standing at the rubble of Jericho? 

Deuteronomy 13:12-18 commands that if an Israelite city turns to false gods, it must be completely destroyed, never 
to be rebuilt. This law reinforces why Joshua pronounced a curse on Jericho—it was a city of idolatry and 
rebellion against God. Standing at Jericho’s ruins, Israel would have recognized the seriousness of God’s commands—
just as in Deuteronomy, they were called to obey God fully, leaving no room for compromise or disobedience.  

 
Dwelling in the Word... 
4. Curse and Consequences: What does Joshua pronounce over the future of Jericho? Why does he do this? 

Consider Deuteronomy 20:16-18 for more details.  
anyone who rebuilds Jericho will do so at the cost of his firstborn and youngest son. This was not simply an 
emotional statement—it was a spiritual declaration based on God’s command to devote Canaanite cities to 
destruction (Deuteronomy 20:16-18).God commanded Israel to completely remove the influence of these nations so 
that they would not lead Israel into idolatry. Joshua’s curse ensured that Jericho would remain a testimony to 
God's judgment and a warning against rebellion. 

Learning Hebrew 

ע מ   שֹׁׁ

(sho’-mah) 
Joshua 6:27 

1st of 4 This unique Hebrew 
word is rooted in the word 
“Shema” meaning “to hear”  
It means literally “hearing” 
or “a report” and in the 
context is translated 
“fame.” 
Culturally/Historically it’s 
helpful to remember Deut. 
6:4-9, the “declaration of 
faith of Judaism and the 
opening command, “hear, 
O Israel.” 
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5. Deadly Defiance: No matter how much evidence there is that God will be true to His word someone seems 
convinced that the rules don’t apply to him or that they will escape God’s notice. Read 1 Kings 16:34. What does 
this brief account teach you about God? How is it a warning sign on your own road today? 

Hundreds of years later, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt Jericho despite Joshua’s warning—and the prophecy was fulfilled 
exactly as spoken. His firstborn died when he laid the foundation, and his youngest when he set up the gates. This 
teaches us: 
God’s word is always fulfilled, whether in promise or judgment. Ignoring God’s commands has real consequences. 
Pride often leads people to believe they can defy God without consequences—but history proves otherwise. For us 
today, this serves as a warning: Are there areas in our lives where we think we can bend or ignore God's 
commands? Hiel’s story shows that disregarding God’s word always leads to loss. 

6. When God Speaks: Throughout Scripture, God’s faithfulness applies to both blessings and consequences. 
What do Exodus 34:6-7 and Galatians 6:7 help you to see and know about God today? 

Exodus 34:6-7 reminds us that God is merciful, slow to anger, and full of steadfast love—but He also does not leave 
the guilty unpunished. Galatians 6:7 warns, “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that 
will he also reap.” 
These verses teach us that God’s justice and mercy go hand in hand. He is patient, giving people time to repent, 
but when judgment comes, it is always righteous, fair, and certain. We must trust both His grace and His justice. 

7. Faithfulness & Fame: What place does “fame” have in the life of one who follows God? Is there a place for 
it? Why or why not? What can you learn from the example of Joshua’s life as you consider how fame does or 
does not find a place in a believer’s life? Consider Joshua 6:27 and God’s conditional promise in Joshua 1:8 

Joshua’s fame spread because the Lord was with him. He wasn’t seeking fame—it was a byproduct of his 
obedience and faithfulness. Is there a place for fame in the life of a believer? Yes—but it must come through 
faithfulness to God, not through self-promotion. 
Joshua 1:8 reminds us that success comes from meditating on and obeying God's Word, not pursuing recognition. 
The key lesson: True influence and legacy come not from seeking fame, but from walking faithfully with God. Any 
honor should point others to Him, not to ourselves.  

8. Two Yeshuas: They don’t only have a name in common – we know him as Joshua and Him as Jesus – but 
their names, in Hebrew are the same – both meaning “YHWH is salvation” or “the LORD saves.” In what ways 
has Joshua’s life so far reflected Jesus’ mission? Read Hebrews 3:1-6 and consider what this teaches us about 
why Jesus is the greater and ultimate leader of God’s people. 

Joshua Jesus Led Israel into the Promised Land Leads us into the Kingdom of God 
Fought earthly battles for victory Won the ultimate victory over sin and death 
Brought temporary rest in Canaan Brings eternal rest (Hebrews 4:8-9) 
His fame spread throughout the land His name is exalted above every name (Philippians 
2:9-11) Jesus is greater than Moses and Joshua because He is not just a servant of God’s 
house—He is the Son who builds the house. Joshua points us to Jesus, the true Savior and 
leader of God's people 

9. Strong and Courageous.? Read Matthew 28:18-20. Jesus, like Joshua, leads God’s people into victory and 
inheritance, but this time, the inheritance is eternal life in the kingdom of God! In what ways are you living in bold 
faith, knowing the God is with you as he was with Joshua?  

Just as Joshua led Israel into their inheritance, Jesus now calls us to follow Him in making 
disciples of all nations. He declares in Matthew 28:18-20: 
“All authority has been given to me” → He is the true and greater Joshua. 
“Go and make disciples” → Like Joshua, we are called to advance God’s kingdom. 
“I am with you always” → Just as God promised to be with Joshua (Joshua 1:5), He is with us 
as we obey His command. 
Application: Am I living in bold faith, knowing God is with me? 
How am I advancing God’s kingdom in my daily life? Do I trust in the authority of Jesus, 
even when obedience feels uncertain?  



Lesson Three m Day Ten 

 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Three 

... 83 ... 

 1.                     Pray...for your Grace Group    2.       Memorize _______________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Three/Day Ten - Create & Share 

"By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days." — 
Hebrews 11:30 

Imagine stepping onto the dusty ground outside Jericho’s towering walls. You’ve marched 
for six days—in total silence. No weapons raised, no battle cries, just the sound of footsteps 
and trumpets. Everything in you wants to act, to fight, to take control. But instead, God has 
called you to walk in obedience, trust in His plan, and believe in victory before you ever see 
the walls fall. 

This final day of our study is about living in that tension—walking in faithful steps even when 
the victory isn’t visible, standing firm in God’s promises when His methods defy human 
understanding, and trusting that when He speaks, walls will fall. 

How will you tell the story? 

Now it’s your turn to bring these lessons to life. Through creative expression, you will share 
what God has revealed to you through Joshua 5:2–6:27—the lessons of obedience, 
consecration, waiting in faith, and celebrating God’s ultimate victory. 

Consider: 

o What does it mean to walk in faith when you don’t yet see the outcome? 

o How does God’s faithfulness in Jericho give you confidence in the battles you face 
today? 

o How does Joshua’s story point us to Jesus, the true leader who leads us into eternal 
victory? 

Your Challenge: 

Using art, writing, drama, reflection, or hands-on creation, tell the story of Faithful Steps & 
Falling Walls in a way that speaks to your journey with God. Maybe you’ll: 

6 Illustrate the silent march around Jericho and the moment of breakthrough. 

6 Write a poem or song about trusting God’s plan when it doesn’t make sense. 

6 Create a prayer walk experience, inviting others to step into the faith of those 
Israelites marching in silence. 

Be Bold—Step Out in Faith! 

Just as Israel marched before the walls fell, take a step of faith today. Create, share, and 
celebrate what God has done in your life through this study. We can’t wait to see how God 
has spoken to you—and through you!  "For we walk by faith, not by sight." — 2 Cor. 5:7.



 

 



 

 

Lesson Four – Joshua 7:1-9:28 

Joshua 7:1-9:26 
Compromise, Consequences and 

The God Who Redeems 
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Grace Group 
  

Open with prayer then recite memory verse from the previous lesson. 
 

Got Questions? If you have a question left unanswered or needing more 
clarification, this is a great time to make a note of it and share in the Q&R 

time following teaching. 
 

Thinking Back... 

DAY PAGES   

1...  Share something you learned, loved, or were 
encouraged by from the previous message and/or 
Grace Group time. 
 

2...  Share any of your notes, questions, or comments 

Share Your Responses... 

3...  #’s 1, 4, and 8 
4...  #’s 1, 6, and 8 
5...  #’s 1, 3, and 6 
6...  #’s 2, 8, and 9 
7...  #’s 1, 6, and 9 
8...  #’s 1, 5, and 8 
9...  #’s 2, 5, 8 (if you have time), and 9 

10...  Create & Share 
 
Up Next: Teaching 
 
We believe God hears, sees, knows, and is ready to answer us 

and guide us when we pray. 
 

Pray as you transition from Group to Teaching time for 
our fellowship to be God-honoring and focused on His 

word. 
 

 

                     
You are loved and prayed for! 
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Teaching Time 
  

Watch/Listen to this message on the “Dwelling Richly” podcast. 
Notes/Handout for this message ChurchCenter group or 
LaMiradaChurch.com/DwellingRichly 

https://www.youtube.com/c/JenniferRichmond
https://www.lamiradachurch.com/dwelling-richly/
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Day by Day 
Lesson overview 
Use the checklist to help you plan your time with God - “TWiG Time” 

 
  

 My Dates Day  

February 19 1 Grace Groups & Teaching, 
Review Lesson 3, Joshua 5:2-6:27  

  READ WRITE 
 

______________________ 
2 Joshua 7:1-9:28  Psalm 84:1-2 

 
______________________ 

3 Joshua 7:1–9 Psalm 84:3-4 

 
______________________ 

4 Joshua 7:10-15 Psalm 84:5-6 

 
______________________ 

5 Joshua 7:16-26 Psalm 84:7-8 

 
______________________ 

6 Joshua 8:1-29 Psalm 84:9-10 

 
______________________ 

7 Joshua 8:30-35 Psalm 84:11 

 
______________________ 

8 Joshua 9:1-15 Psalm 84:12 

 
______________________ 

9 Joshua 9:16-27 (catch-up day) 

 
______________________ 

10 Create & Share 

March 8 14 Grace Groups & Teaching 
Review Lesson 4 

 

...Memorize & Meditate... ...Write the Word... 
 

Psalm 84:10 (ESV) 
 

 For a day in your courts is better 
    than a thousand elsewhere. 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God  

    than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
 

Consider memorizing verses 11-12 also 

 
Psalm 84 

 
Look for beautiful connections to 

our passages in Joshua! 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
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My Heart to Yours... 
 
Have you ever set out on an adventure feeling fully prepared, only to realize you completely 
missed something important? Maybe you forgot your phone charger on a road trip, or worse—
your coffee on an early morning commute. (The horror!) Well, welcome to Joshua 7-9, where 
Israel is stepping into victory… only to trip over hidden sin, deception, and the consequences of 
not seeking God’s wisdom first. 
 
We’ve come so far already—watching God part the Jordan, conquer Jericho, and remind His 
people that He fights for them. It’s been awe-inspiring, hasn’t it? But now, as we move forward, 
things get messy. Instead of unwavering faith, we see failure. Instead of clear victories, we find 
deception, consequences, and unexpected twists in the story. And yet, through it all, we see the 
unshakable faithfulness of God. 
 
Joshua 7 opens with a hard truth—disobedience has real consequences. Achan’s hidden sin 
leads to Israel’s devastating defeat at Ai, reminding us that what’s hidden in our hearts matters 
to God. But we also see the beauty of restoration when sin is dealt with and obedience is 
restored. 
 
By Joshua 8, Israel is back on track, following God’s lead and walking in victory. We also 
witness a powerful moment of worship on Mount Ebal, where God’s law is read, and His 
covenant is reaffirmed—a sacred reset after failure. And then, Joshua 9… where we meet the 
cunning Gibeonites. They don’t fight. They don’t run. They deceive. And somehow, by the end of 
the chapter, instead of being wiped out, they end up serving in the house of God. 
 
These chapters are filled with weighty lessons—about obedience, about seeking God’s wisdom, 
about living with the consequences of our choices, and about God’s ability to work even in our 
failures. There’s tension, challenge, and grace woven into these stories. And through it all, we 
are reminded that God’s sovereignty reigns supreme. Even when people fail, He does not. 
 
So, as we step into these next lessons, I invite you to bring your whole heart to this study. Let’s 
ask the tough questions. Let’s wrestle with the realities of sin, grace, and wisdom. And let’s keep 
our eyes open for the incredible ways God’s redemptive plan is unfolding—even in the 
unexpected. 
 
I can’t wait for you to discover all that’s ahead. Grab your Bible (and maybe an extra cup of 
coffee       ), and let’s dive in together! 
 

With expectation and joy, 
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                     Pray for your Grace Group 

       Memorize: Psalm 84:10 

       Simply Read: (See Below) 

            Write the Word:  Psalm 84:1-2 

   Community:  Say “Hi!” in our group. 

    Worship: ______________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Four/Day Two – Joshua 7:1-9:26 

Introduction: Welcome to Day Two! In this lesson, we’ll witness the devastating impact of hidden sin on an entire 
community, the importance of obedience to God's instructions, the power of God's intervention in battle, and the 
significance of covenant renewal. We’ll see how God's justice, mercy, and faithfulness are revealed. 
  Ask as you dwell: What patterns of God’s faithfulness am I seeing? What other events or Scriptures does this 
remind me of? Is there a worship song or hymn that connects with me here?  

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate: Think back to Lesson 3 and Joshua 5:2-6:27. Review your notes from the message or 

Grace Groups. What is one insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 1:1-5:1? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Ready to Worship: As you read and dwell through each day’s passage, use the line above (Worship) to 
write the name of a worship song, hymn, or chorus that come to mind. Remember, our goal is to “let the Word 
of Christ dwell in us richly...”  Thinking about worship as you read is one way to do that! 

 

Dwelling in the Word... 
Read the following passages “inductively” – noting essentials (who, what, when, where, why) and noting God and 
truths about Him, repeated phrases, connections to the Torah and/or foreshadows to the New Covenant. Also 
note any question or difficulty that occurs to you. 
3. Day Three Reading: Joshua 7:1–9 – Hidden Sin, Public Defeat 

God & Truths About Him: God’s holiness requires obedience; sin affects the whole community. 
Repeated Phrases: “Devoted things,” “turned their backs before their enemies,” “the anger of the Lord.”Connections 
to Torah/Foreshadows: Echoes Leviticus 26:17 (defeat due to disobedience); foreshadows the need for Jesus, who 
removes sin fully. 
Questions/Difficulties: Why did Achan’s sin affect the whole nation? Was Israel too confident in their own 
strength? 

4. Day Four Reading: Joshua 7:10-15 – The Cost of Compromise 
God & Truths About Him: God demands purity; He reveals hidden sin. 
Repeated Phrases: “Cannot stand before your enemies,” “set apart,” “devoted to destruction.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Similar to Leviticus 10:1-3, where God’s holiness consumes Nadab and Abihu; 
foreshadows the final judgment of sin in Christ. 
Questions/Difficulties: How does this apply today? Do we take sin as seriously as God does? 
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5. Day Five Reading: Joshua 7:16–26 – Achan’s Sin and Judgment 
God & Truths About Him: God is just; He knows what is hidden. 
Repeated Phrases: “I saw… I coveted… I took,” “burned with fire,” “heap of stones.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Echoes Genesis 3:6 (Eve saw, desired, and took); 
foreshadows Christ taking judgment on our behalf. 
Questions/Difficulties: Why was Achan’s family also judged? How does this highlight the 
seriousness of sin? 

6. Day Six Reading: Joshua 8:1–29 – Victory Through Obedience 
Why? Obedience brings victory; reliance on God matters. 
God & Truths About Him: God fights for His people; He restores what sin disrupts. 
Repeated Phrases: “Do as the Lord has commanded,” “stretched out the javelin.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Like Exodus 17:8-13 (Moses holding up his staff for victory); 
foreshadows Jesus as the greater Joshua, leading us to victory. 
Questions/Difficulties: Why does God allow Ai to be taken differently than Jericho? What does this 
teach about listening to God each step? 

7. Day Seven Reading: Joshua 8:30–35 – Covenant Renewal at Mount Ebal 
Who? Joshua, Israel, priests. What? Israel reaffirms the covenant by reading the Law. 
When? After victory at Ai. Where? Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. 
Why? To recommit to obedience and blessing. 
God & Truths About Him: God is faithful; He desires relationship with His people. 
Repeated Phrases: “As it is written,” “Moses commanded.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Fulfills Deuteronomy 27-28; foreshadows Christ, who fulfills the 
Law and brings the true covenant. Questions/Difficulties: Why did this happen now, instead of after 
Jericho? 

8. Day Eight Reading: Joshua 9:1–15 – The Gibeonites’ Deception 
Who? The Gibeonites, Joshua, Israel’s leaders. What? Gibeon deceives Israel into making a treaty. 
When? After Ai’s defeat, before more conquests. Where? Gilgal, Israel’s camp. 
Why? Gibeon feared God but chose deception instead of surrender. 
God & Truths About Him: He works even through deception; He takes covenant-making seriously. 
Repeated Phrases: “Did not ask counsel from the LORD.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Echoes Genesis 27 (Jacob deceiving Isaac); foreshadows God’s 
mercy to Gentiles in Christ. 
Questions/Difficulties: Why didn’t Joshua seek God’s guidance? Was God’s mercy toward the 
Gibeonites a sign of His plan for the nations? 

9. Day Nine Reading: Joshua 9:16–27 – A Treaty Honored, A People Humbled 
Who? Joshua, Israel’s leaders, the Gibeonites. What? Israel realizes they’ve been deceived but keeps 
their vow. When? Three days after making the treaty. Where? Gibeon, Gilgal. 
Why? Israel honors the covenant despite deception. 
God & Truths About Him: God values faithfulness to vows; He repurposes mistakes. 
Repeated Phrases: “We have sworn to them by the LORD,” “woodcutters and water carriers.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Echoes Numbers 30:2 (vows must be kept); foreshadows Gentiles 
being included in God’s house (Psalm 84:10, Ephesians 2:19-22). Questions/Difficulties: Was keeping 
the treaty the right decision? How does God use unexpected people for His purposes? 
 
 

10. Create & Share – This is a good time to look ahead to Day Ten, “Create & Share.”  
Prepare ahead of time and even do a little each day as time permits. 



Lesson Four m Day Three 

 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Four 

... 93 ... 

                     Pray for your Grace Group 

       Memorize: Psalm 84:10 

       Simply Read: Joshua 7:1–9 

            Write the Word:  Psalm 84:3-4 

   Community: Share a question you have so far. 
    Worship: __________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Four/Day Three – Joshua 7:1-9 

     Big Idea: Hidden sin affects not just the individual but the entire community of 
faith. God's call to holiness requires us to confront and confess sin to experience His 
full blessing. 
      Devotional: Psalm 139:23-24, 1 John 1:9, Romans 6:23, Hebrews 12:1-2 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate: Read Joshua 6:18-19. How does this command connect 

with God’s broader instruction in Joshua 1:8 to "be careful to do according to all 
that is written in it"?  

Joshua 6:18-19 commands the Israelites to avoid taking devoted 
things, which aligns with Joshua 1:8’s instruction to be careful to 
follow all of God's law. This connection shows that success 
depends on consistent obedience and reverence for God's 
commands, regardless of circumstances. 

2. Set Up for Success. What are some ways you see that Israel has been set 
up for success since crossing the Jordan? 

God’s Presence: The Ark of the Covenant led them across the Jordan, reminding 
them of God’s active presence among them. Miraculous Signs: God parted the 
Jordan River and brought down the walls of Jericho, demonstrating His power and 
faithfulness. Renewal of the Covenant: Through circumcision and the Passover 
celebration at Gilgal, the Israelites renewed their commitment to God. Unified 
Leadership: Joshua has consistently followed God's commands, fostering trust and 
unity among the people. Divine Command and Strategy: God provided specific instructions 
for their military strategies, ensuring victory when they followed 

3. Add Ai to your map. (see Lesson Two) 
Check out this exciting evidence for Ai! patternsofevidence.com/2019/02/09/biblical-city-ai-located/ 

4. The Ominous “but...” (7:1) Read Joshua 6:27. If the account of Joshua had ended here what would have 
been a highlight of their journey? 

the highlight would be God’s presence with Joshua, as evidenced by Jericho’s miraculous 
defeat and Joshua’s growing fame. 
The account (obviously) does not end here, and the very next sentence (7:1) opens ominously with the preview 
of what happens. What are the key details noted in this preview? Why include these details in the preview? 
The Sin: Achan took some of the devoted items, disobeying God's command. The 
Consequence: God's anger burned against Israel. ...shows the collective nature of Israel’s 
responsibility and prepares readers for the impending defeat. 
 

Learning Hebrew 

ן כָֹ  עָֹ
(ah-kahn) 
Joshua 7:1 

Achan – the name of the 
man who took the “harem” 
and caused Israel’s defeat. 
His name means: “trouble”  

הּ  אֲהָֹ
(ah-hah) 

Joshua 7:7 
Alas, Ah, Woe!  
This is the FIRST 
occurrence of this unique 
Hebrew word in the Bible. It 
is an interjection of 
strongest terms.  

נָֹי  אֲדֹׁ
(ad-o-nigh) 
Joshua 7:7 

“Lord” – master, the “Lord” 
used with ה  is (yah-weh) יְהוִֹֹ
translated “Lord God”  

https://www.patternsofevidence.com/2019/02/09/biblical-city-ai-located/
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5. Spy Speculation. (7:2-3) Why did the spies initially think they would only need a small army? Based on 
what they had experienced and knew at the time, do you think this was a reasonable strategy? Why or why 
not? 

The spies recommended sending only 2-3,000 men to Ai, likely because: 
Jericho had fallen easily with God’s help. Ai appeared smaller and less fortified. 
Overconfidence and assumption of continued divine favor. 
From a human perspective, their strategy seemed reasonable. However, their failure to 
seek God's direction reveals a critical mistake. 
 

6. Imagine This. From the perspective of an Israelite soldier or as Joshua, describe what you might feel after 
the defeat at Ai. Knowing only what you know at this moment, what explanation, if any, might be coming to 
mind as you think about the defeat and loss of life? Use Joshua 7:1-6 as inspiration. 

If I were an Israelite soldier: "I’m stunned. We defeated mighty Jericho without a single 
casualty, but now...Ai? Such a small city, and we ran like scared sheep. Something is deeply 
wrong." If I were Joshua: "I feel the weight of responsibility crushing me. I tore my clothes 
and fell on my face before God. What went wrong? We obeyed at Jericho—what did we 
miss?" 
 

7. Leaders’ Lament!(7:6) Compare Joshua’s response here to his response to the “commander of the 
LORD’s army” in 5:14. Note your observations and any insights:  

In Joshua 5:14, Joshua humbly submits to the commander of the LORD’s army. In Joshua 
7:6, however, he laments with confusion and grief, tearing his clothes and crying out to 
God. This shift reflects his deep distress and his desire to understand what went wrong. 
 

8. Pressing Prayer. (7:7-9) Instead of a simple, “Joshua prayed.” we get the details of Joshua’s prayer.  
Why do you think his prayer was recorded when other times a simple “’so-and-so’ prayed” is all we get in the 
narrative? 
Joshua’s prayer is recorded in detail to highlight his sincere relationship with God and to 
model how leaders can approach God with honest emotions and concerns. It underscores 
the severity of the situation and the potential dishonor to God's name. 
 
Note the three questions in Joshua’s prayer then consider what his prayer tells you about his strengths or 
weaknesses as a leader.  
Why did You bring us across the Jordan? What can I say now that Israel has been 
defeated? What will You do for Your great name? 
Strengths: Joshua shows humility, dependence on God, and concern for God's reputation. 
Weaknesses: His initial focus on the external defeat and questioning of God's plan indicates 
a moment of doubt. 
 

9. Strong & Courageous: How do you talk to God? What do your prayers reveal about your priorities? 
Our prayers reveal what we prioritize. When we pray with honesty and humility, we 
demonstrate our trust in God's plan. Like Joshua, our prayers should reflect a concern for 
God's glory, not just our circumstances. Regular, sincere prayer helps us remain strong and 
courageous in our faith. 
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                     Pray for your family 

       Memorize:  Psalm 84:10 

       Simply Read: Joshua 7:10-15 

            Write the Word: Psalm 84:5-6 

   Community: Connect with the group today 

    Worship __________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Four/Day Four – Joshua 7:10-15 

      Big Idea: God answers prayer, but sometimes His response is not comforting 
       Devotional: Isaiah 59:1-2; 1 Peter 1:14-16 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate. (7:7-9; Exodus 32:7-10) Compare God's response to 

Joshua here with His response to Moses when Israel sinned with the golden calf. 
What similarities do you notice? What does this reveal about God's holiness? 

In both cases, God immediately addresses the sin rather than 
offering comfort to the leader. His first concern is the integrity 
of His people. This shows that God does not tolerate sin, and it 
must be confronted before restoration can occur. 

2. Impact of Sin. (7:11-12) How many times does LORD refer to Israel 
corporately in these two verses? ___ Based on what you know from Joshua 7:1, 
does this surprise you? Why or why not? 

(6-12x) At first, this might seem surprising because Joshua 7:1 
makes it clear that only Achan physically committed the sin. Yet, 
God holds the entire nation responsible. 

3. Stop Praying? (7:10-11) What does God tell Joshua to do? ___________! 
Why do you think He interrupts Joshua’s prayer? Based on his prayer (7:7-9), do 
you think Joshua gets what he expected from God? 

Joshua likely expected God to explain the defeat in a way that reaffirmed 
Israel's favor—perhaps a strategy adjustment or encouragement to press 
on. Instead, God reveals that the real issue isn’t military failure but spiritual 
unfaithfulness. His interruption is a wake-up call: prayer without obedience 
is powerless.This moment reminds us that while prayer is essential, there 
are times when God calls us to stop praying and start acting—to deal with 
sin, make things right, and walk in obedience. Joshua needed to shift from 
seeking answers to confronting the problem. 

4. Peeling Back the Layers of Sin. (7:11) Break down the six phrases. 
Underline/Highlight “they” in each. Comment on the seriousness of sin and how grows when left unchecked: 

"Israel has sinned"  
– Sin is never isolated; it affects the whole community. 
"They have transgressed my covenant (י  "(בְרִיתִִ֔
 – This is not just a mistake; it's a violation of a sacred bond. 
"They have taken some of the devoted things" 
 – Sin often starts with greed and self-interest. 

Learning Hebrew 

 קֻם
(KOOM) 

Joshua 7:10 
"Get up! Rise!"—strong 

imperative command, used in 
moments of divine 

commission  

א טָֹ  חָֹ
(kha-TAH) 
Joshua 7:11 

"To sin"—literally, to miss the 
mark. In Hebrew thought, sin is 

not just moral failure but a 
deviation from God's intended 

path 

 בְרִית
(B’REET) 

Joshua 7:11 
"Covenant"—a binding 

agreement, often sealed with 
an oath and requiring 

faithfulness. 

ה לָֹ  נְבָֹ
(neh-vah-lah) 

Joshua 7:15 
"outrageous thing"—a 
disgrace, folly, outrage 

conveying a deep sense of 
moral corruption not just a 

minor misstep but an act that 
violates the very fabric of 

covenant faithfulness. 
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"They have stolen"  
– What belongs to God was taken for personal gain. 
"They have lied" 
 – Sin breeds deception. 
"They have put them among their own belongings" 
 – Sin is not just an action; it embeds itself in our lives. 

5. Recall the Covenant. (7:12; Deut. 28:15-20) God declares that He will no longer be with Israel unless the 
sin is removed. Why is this such a serious consequence? How does this align with the covenant blessings and 
curses in Deuteronomy? How does God describe the sin 

God's presence is conditional on covenant faithfulness. Just as Israel was promised victory 
for obedience, they were warned that disobedience would bring defeat. This moment is a 
direct fulfillment of Deuteronomy 28’s warning. 

6. Consecrate or Collapse? (Joshua 7:13 and 3:5; Exodus 19:10-11, 1 Peter 1:14-16) This is not the first time 
Joshua has heard this command. Just a few chapters earlier, before Israel crossed the Jordan, he gave the 
very same charge to the people. How do these two purposes compare?  

Consecration in Joshua 3:5 and in 7:13 
consecration prepared Israel to witness God’s wonders as they crossed the Jordan. 
consecration prepared Israel to address sin and restore their standing before God. 
What does this reveal about God's holiness and our responsibility to walk rightly before Him? 
This contrast shows that God’s holiness requires preparation—both when experiencing His 
blessings and when confronting sin. True consecration isn’t just about readiness for miracles 
but also for repentance and restoration.  

7. Reality Check. (7:13) What is the harsh reality of Israel’s future should they proceed unchecked? Do you 
think there is a correlation between this approach and how you live today? How so or not? Consider also, 
Psalm 66:18-20 and Hebrews 12:14-15. 

If they did not deal with the sin in their midst, they would not be able to stand before their enemies. God’s 
presence and protection were tied to their obedience. If they ignored His command to consecrate themselves, 
they would face ongoing defeat and separation from His favor.This same principle applies to our lives today. While 
we are under the grace of Christ, unrepentant sin still has real consequences. Psalms warns that clinging to sin 
affects our relationship with God. If we refuse to address areas of disobedience, our prayers and spiritual 
growth can be hindered. Hebrews reminds us that holiness isn’t optional. When sin goes unchecked, it doesn’t just 
harm us—it can lead others astray as well. 

8. God’s Ways are Not Ours. (7:14-15) God could have chosen to get the to bottom of the sin issue in any 
number of ways. Jot a few ideas, then outline the method God commanded Joshua to use. What does this 
process teach you about God’s ways?  

God could have... 
immediately told Joshua the name of the guilty person. caused Achan to confess on his own. struck 
Achan down in a visible, supernatural act. allowed Israel to continue struggling until they figured it out  
Instead God: 
INSTEAD: tribe by tribe, clan by clan, household by household, until THE MAN was chosen—
likely by casting lots (as seen in other biblical instances).  

9. Strong & Courageous. Imagine you are Joshua hearing God speak this command. You still don’t know 
who is guilty, but you do know this: someone has done something that God calls an "outrageous thing" in 
Israel. How will you remain “strong & courageous” in light of what will happen tomorrow and what truths 
about God will strengthen you?  

I would feel the weight of God’s words pressing on me. I don’t yet know who is guilty, but I do know that sin has brought judgment 
upon Israel—and as their leader, I must confront it.To remain strong and courageous, I would: Trust God’s justice. He is not acting 
unfairly; His holiness demands that sin be addressed.Obey fully. Even if this is difficult, I cannot shrink back. God’s command is 
clear.Prepare my heart. This will not be easy, but I must lead with faith, not fear.Remember the past. Just as God was with us at 
Jericho, He is still with us now 
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                     Pray to want what God wants 

       Memorize: Psalm 84:10 

       Simply Read: Joshua 7:16-26 

            Write the Word:  Psalm 84:7-8 

   Community Encourage a Grace Group member 

    Worship _________________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Four/Day Five – Joshua 7:16-26 

     Big Idea: Sin will not stay hidden forever—God reveals, judges, calls to holiness 
  Ask as You Dwell: Am I willing to hate sin as much as God does? 
      Devotional: Numbers 32:23; Hebrews 4:12-13 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate. Reflect on God’s expectations for His people. Read 

and summarize the following: 
Leviticus 11:44-45 
“Be holy, for I am holy.” 
Deuteronomy 7:6 
you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for 
his treasured possession.” 
Joshua 6:17-19 
Jericho was to be devoted to destruction, and the people were warned not to take anything for 
themselves. 
What does this tell you about God’s expectations?  
God’s holiness demands that His people reflect His character. When He calls Israel set apart, it’s not 
just about rituals—it’s about living in a way that honors Him. The warning in Joshua 6:17-19 shows that 
disobedience has consequences. As we study Joshua 7:16-26, we’ll see that God’s call to holiness is not 
negotiable. 

2. The Longest Walk. Recall how many had died as a result of Israel’s sin: 
___ Consider the grief and mourning still taking place because of this defeat. 
These men weren’t numbers, they were fathers, sons, brothers, uncles, and 
friends who went on the front lines for Israel never to come home to their 
families. Now Joshua has called Israel to step forward tribe by tribe, clan by 
clan narrowing the search for the man that God already knows.  Label the 
circles to show what happens in this passage. Imagine you are among those 
still in mourning - now watching and waiting as this process unfolds. As God 
narrows the search what are you thinking? What are you feeling and hoping? 
What impact is this moment having on your faith in YHWH? 

Israel>Judah>Zerah>Zabdi>Carmi>Achan (and all his family) 
I’m still mourning the 36 men we lost. They weren’t just numbers—they were my neighbors, my friends, my 
family. The weight of their deaths makes this moment even heavier. I see God’s justice unfolding in real time. He already knows who 
is guilty, yet He is moving deliberately, letting the truth be revealed slowly.I wonder if the guilty man will step forward. Will someone 
confess before it’s too late? Will we see repentance, or will judgment fall in full force? My faith in YHWH is sharpened. He is 
not distant—He is here, among us, purging sin from our midst. This is terrifying, but it also makes me trust Him 
more. 
 

Learning Hebrew 

ל לָֹ  שָֹׁ
(shah-LAHL) 
Joshua 7:21 

Spoil, plunder, booty 
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3. The Confession Connection. (7:19) What does Joshua urge Achan to do? Why do you think Joshua 
describe this as an act of giving glory and praise to God? Consider also Numbers 32:23. 

Confession honors God because it acknowledges His justice and sovereignty. 
Sin may stay hidden from people, but nothing escapes God’s sight. 

4. Sin’s Path. (7:20-21) Read carefully and note the “I...” statements Achan makes. Note the steps of his sin 
from general admission (v. 20) to the specifics of each progressive act: 

“I saw” – The temptation begins with what he allowed his eyes to linger on. 
“I coveted” – His desire for the items takes root. 
“I took” – He acted on his desire, leading to disobedience. 
“I hid” – He attempted to conceal his sin, rather than confessing it. 
Which of Achan’s act is where the sin begins? _________________ coveting 
What had God commanded the people to do with these items from Jericho? (6:18-21) 
All silver, gold, and metals were to be devoted to the Lord (placed in His treasury). 
Everything else in Jericho was to be destroyed as an act of judgment. 

5. Serious Sin. (7:20-21) Read the following and consider the seriousness of this sin in light of each account: 
Genesis 3:6 

What similarities do you see 
between this and the Achan 

account? 
Both saw, desired, and 
took what was forbidden. 
Both disobeyed a direct command 
from God. 

Both brought consequences not 
just on themselves, but 
on others. 

Exodus 20:17 
Why do you think coveting 

is included in the Ten 
Commandments along with 

murder and adultery? 
Coveting happens 
internally but leads to 
external sin. 
It is a breach of trust in God’s 

provision and a root cause of 
many sins (stealing, 
lying, adultery, etc.). 

Isaiah 14:13-14 
How is covetousness the 

first sin? 
Lucifer’s downfall 
began with a desire to be like 
God. 
He was not content with his 
position and sought what did not 
belong to him. 

This pattern continues—
coveting leads to 
rebellion. 

Acts 5:1-11 
What similarities do you see 
between this and the Achan 

account? 
Both Achan and Ananias & 
Sapphira took what was devoted 
to God. 
Both acted in secret, thinking they 
could hide their sin. 
Both faced immediate judgment 

for their deception. 

How could covetousness ruin your own relationships? Marriage? Friendships? Church family? What does the sin of 
coveting reveal about your attitude toward or understanding of God? 
Marriage – Comparing your spouse to others breeds discontentment and resentment. 
Friendships – Envy can lead to jealousy and broken trust. 
Church family – Coveting position, influence, or material things disrupts unity and breeds division. Covetousness 
distorts our hearts, causing us to crave what is not ours instead of trusting in God’s perfect provision. 

6. Trouble and the Troubler. (7:22-26) What does Achor’s name mean? _______ (see “Learning 
Hebrew” pg 93) How does the account of Achan conclude?  

He is stoned and burned, along with his family and possessions. 
A memorial of stones is raised as a lasting reminder. 
The place is named “Valley of Achor” (Valley of Trouble) 
Do you think the punishment fit the crime? Why or why not? 
At first glance, the punishment seems harsh, but in the context of Israel’s covenant with God, it was 
just. Achan’s sin brought death to 36 men and threatened the entire nation. 
This moment was a turning point for Israel—sin had to be purged for them to move forward. 

7. Strong and Courageous. How is the mandate to be “strong & courageous” impacted by sin in your life? 
Consider Hebrews 12:1-2 and your willingness -or lack of it- to lay aside sin and look to Jesus today. 

Sin entangles and weakens us. Like Achan, we can be hindered by secret sins. 
God calls us to lay it aside. We cannot run the race well if we’re carrying baggage we refuse to release. 
Jesus is our focus. When we fix our eyes on Him, we have the strength to resist sin and 
move forward. 
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                     Pray for your church 

       Memorize: Psalm 84:10 

       Simply Read: Joshua 8:1-29 

            Write the Word: Psalm 84:9-10 

   Community: Share an idea or insight 

    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Four/Day Six – Joshua 8:1-29 

     Big Idea: God's path to restoration and victory involves obedience, and trust. God’s priority is redemption. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does obedience restore what disobedience has broken?  
      Devotional: Deut. 30:19; 2 Cor. 4:7; Heb. 12:5-11; James 1:22-25 

Thinking Back.... 
1. Remember & Relate. In Deuteronomy. 30:19 what had Moses laid out clearly for the people? How do you 

see this connecting to Achan and Ai and the future of Israel in today’s passage? 
Life and death, blessing and curse, urging them to choose life by obeying God. 
Achan chose disobedience, bringing a curse and death. The renewed obedience in Joshua 8 brings victory, showing that 
faithfulness leads to life and restoration. 

2. Failed First. (Joshua 7:1-26) Why did Israel’s first attack on Ai fail?  
ed because of Achan’s disobedience.  
What had to happen in order for them to be victorious? ______________________________________ 
Sin removed 
What does this teach you about the nature of sin and restoration? 
Israel had to remove sin from their midst before victory was possible. This teaches that 
obedience matters and that God’s presence is tied to holiness among His people 

3. Fear, Dismay, and Getting it Right. (Joshua 1:9 and 8:1) What is the repeated command of YHWH 
from Joshua 1:9 and 8:1? _________________________________________________________ 
What situation was behind Joshua when God first spoke these words? What situation is behind Joshua this 
moment now? 

THEN (1:9)       NOW (8:1) 
The death of Moses, leading the people on his own, facing the crossing (finally) of the 
Jordan and entering the PL. – NOW: attacking Ai again after Achan’s  
What is the repeated promise in 6:2 and 8:1? ___________________________________________ 
How do you see God providing the antidote to “fear” and “dismay?” Does this impact your life today or is it just 
for Joshua? Explain: 
Through His presence, commands, and the certainty of His promises. This impacts my life today as I seek to keep 
my eyes on Him and obey His commands – I need to be like Joshua – strong and courageous and willing to really 
obey God at all costs. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
4. Defeat or Dependence. (7:1-5/8:1-2) Compare the battle strategies between the two attacks on Ai. What 

was different this time? How did Joshua’s posture toward God shift?  
The first attack relied on human assumption and overconfidence; the second followed God’s command and strategy.📖 How did 
Joshua’s posture toward God shift?➡ He moved from presumption to total dependence on God's direction. 
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5. Sovereignty & Strategy. (8:3-9) Could God have provided instant victory? ____ What does God 
command instead? What does this teach you about His sovereignty and strategy in this moment and in your 
life today as well? 
📖 Could God have provided instant victory?➡ Yes.📖 What does God command instead?➡ 
A strategic ambush requiring patience, obedience, and teamwork.📖 What does this teach 
you about His sovereignty and strategy in this moment and in your life today?➡ God often 
works through processes that grow our faith, discipline, and reliance on Him. 

6. Needless Covetousness. (8:2, 6:18-21, 7:21) How do YHWH’s instructions differ between taking Jericho and 
taking Ai? What does this teach you about God’s provision and your need to trust Him to the letter in all 
circumstances? 
📖 How do YHWH’s instructions differ between taking Jericho and taking Ai?➡ Jericho: 
Everything was devoted to destruction.➡ Ai: Israel was allowed to take plunder.📖 What does 
this teach you about God’s provision and your need to trust Him fully?➡ God provides what 
we need in His timing; greed and disobedience lead to unnecessary consequences. 

7. Revisiting Failure. (8:3-17) It’s possible that some of the men who attacked Ai the first time were back 
again for this ambush. Do you think it would have been difficult to go back to that place where they had 
failed, men had died, and they faced such a humiliation? Why or why not? What would be the difference this 
time? Write your response from your own perspective or, creatively, from the perspective of one of the 
soldiers returning to Ai. 
📖 Some of the men who attacked Ai the first time were likely back again for this ambush. How 
might they have felt returning to the place of their failure?➡ Nervous, humbled, but trusting in God’s 
renewed direction.📖 What would be different this time?➡ God’s presence, a divinely given strategy, 
and a lesson learned from past failure.📖 Write your response from your own perspective or 
creatively from the perspective of one of the soldiers returning to Ai. 

8. Total Obedience. (8:18-29) How does Joshua lead with total obedience? How does this contrast with 
Achan’s sin and the results of his sin? 

He stretches out his javelin, as directed by the Lord, signaling the ambush—Joshua remains steadfast, keeping his 
javelin extended until the battle is fully won, demonstrating perseverance in obedience. This stands in stark contrast 
to Achan’s disobedience in Joshua 7. Achan took what was devoted to destruction, acting in self-interest rather 
than in submission to God's will. His sin led to Israel’s defeat, fear, and the loss of thirty-six lives. By contrast, 
Joshua’s obedience brings victory, confidence, and reaffirms Israel’s commitment to God's commands 

9. A Redemptive Ruse. What does God’s battle plan teach you about the way God can and does work to 
redeem His people and advance His plans? Have there been any other examples of sneaky or sly tactics in 
the Joshua account? Explain: 
📖 What does God’s battle plan teach you about the way He redeems His people and 
advances His plans?➡ God turns past failures into future victories when we trust Him.📖 
Have there been any other examples of clever tactics in Joshua? Explain.➡ Rahab’s 
deception, the spies scouting Jericho, the crossing of the Jordan at flood stage. 

10. Strong and Courageous. Select one or more of the devotional suggestions for today’s lesson. Consider 
how Israel’s victory at Ai can only be remembered with a cloud of regret. What faith building application can 
you take in light of today’s lesson and any regrets that God has redeemed in your own life? 

Deut. 30:19; 2 Cor. 4:7; Heb. 12:5-11; James 1:22-25. Deuteronomy 30:19: "God has set before me life and death, blessing 
and curse. Today, I choose to trust His ways, knowing obedience leads to life." 
2 Corinthians 4:7: "I recognize that my strength is not my own. Even in my weaknesses, God’s power is at work, 
refining me through trials." 
Hebrews 12:5-11: "Discipline is difficult, but I see it as God’s way of shaping me. When I face hardships, I will remind 
myself that He disciplines those He loves." 
James 1:22-25: "It’s easy to hear the Word but harder to live it out. I will take intentional steps this week to be a 
doer, not just a hearer of God’s truth." 
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                     Pray for patience. 

       Memorize:  Psalm 84:10 

       Simply Read: Joshua 8:30-35 

            Write the Word:  Psalm 84:11 

   Community: Respond to a prompt. 

    Worship ________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Four/Day Seven – Joshua 8:30-35 

     Big Idea: True victory is not just about battles won but about hearts renewed in obedience to God's Word. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does remembering and reaffirming God’s covenant shape my faith and obedience 
today? What role does God’s Word play in my worship and daily life? 
      Devotional: Deuteronomy 27:1-8; Psalm 19:7-11; Matthew 5:17-20; Hebrews 4:12 

Thinking Back... 
1. Map It. Add Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim to your map. What other locations are these two places near that will 

help you remember where to find them? Label each Mt. “blessing” or “curse” according to Dt. 11:29 
Mount Ebal/curse and Mount Gerizim/blessing are located near Shechem, an important city 
in biblical history. Shechem is where God first promised the land to Abraham (Genesis 12:6-
7) and later where Jacob settled and built an altar (Genesis 33:18-20). Keeping this 
connection in mind helps situate these mountains as places of covenant renewal, linking back 
to God's promises to the patriarchs. 

2. Reflect and Remember. Read Deuteronomy 11:26-32 and 27:1-26. What did Moses command the people 
to do? Note especially (Dt. 27:1-4,8) the materials commanded and how they were to write upon the stones! 
(Very cool!) 

Moses commanded the Israelites to proclaim blessings on Mount Gerizim and curses on 
Mount Ebal as a covenant reminder when they entered the land. He instructed them to set 
up large stones, write the Law on them, and build an altar on Mount Ebal for sacrifices. 
This act was to reinforce their commitment to obeying God's commands and living in 
faithfulness to His covenant 

Dwelling in the Word... 
3. Joshua Leads. (8:30-35) How does Joshua faithfully lead the people after Ai is conquered? Look for 

specific actions that are stated and implied that Joshua takes and how his actions align with what Moses had 
commanded.  

Built an altar of uncut stones 
Offered burnt and peace offerings 
Wrote on the stones a copy of the law  
Organized the people and Levitical priests at Mt. Ebal and Gerazim 
He read all the words of the law – blessing and curse 
 

4. The People Obey. (8:30-35) Achan’s sneaky covetousness is starkly contrasted in this passage with Israel’s 
total obedience. Review the passage and note all the ways Israel is named as a whole and all the sub-groups 
that are named too. Think about who specifically would have been included in these sub-groups. 
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They offered burnt offerings and peace offerings 
They watched Joshua carve into the stones 
All Israel, sojourners, natives born, elders, officers, judges, Levitical priests, women, little 
ones, sojourners 
One sub-group is mentioned twice: _______________ Why might this be noteworthy? 
Sojourners are mentioned twice – maybe because Rahab and her important role maybe 
because God wants no one to ever forget the value of sojourners with His people 
Maybe because this exact line is saiid later in chapter 9 “perhaps you “live among us” 

5. One Altar. One Destiny. (8:31) Why “burnt” and “peace/fellowship” offerings? Read Leviticus 1:3-17 for 
Burnt and Leviticus 3, and 7:11-21 for Peace/Fellowship offerings. What do each of these offerings symbolize? 
Why would these be especially significant at this point in Israel’s history? Draw or describe to express your 
response: 

The burnt offering symbolized total devotion and atonement for sin, while the peace/fellowship offering 
represented communion and thanksgiving to God. At this moment in Israel’s history, these sacrifices reaffirmed 
their covenant with God after previous failures. The burnt offering acknowledged their dependence on God’s 
mercy, and the peace offering celebrated restored fellowship. 
Burnt offerings are all for God. Peace offerings can be eaten in part by priests and those 
offering it 

6. Two Mountains. Two Destinies. (8:33-35; Deut. 11:26-29) What did these two mountains represent? How 
does the covenant renewal foreshadow the ultimate choice presented in the gospel? Consider Gal. 3:13-14 

Mount Gerizim represented blessing, and Mount Ebal represented the curse for 
disobedience. The covenant renewal symbolized the reality that Israel had to choose 
between obedience leading to life and disobedience leading to judgment. This foreshadows 
Christ taking on the curse of the Law (Galatians 3:13-14) so that all who believe in Him might 
receive the blessing of salvation by faith. 
 
 

7. Power of the Word. (8:34-35) Who was present to hear the reading of the Law? Why do you think this is 
significant?  

Men, women, children, and foreigners—everyone in the community was included, emphasizing 
that God’s Word is for all people, not just leaders or certain groups. 
 
In Nehemiah 8:1-8 Ezra reads the Law after Israel’s exile. What do both moments teach us about the role of 
Scripture in renewal and revival? 
Both moments show that Scripture has the power to unite, convict, and restore God’s 
people. Just as Joshua led Israel in recommitting to God’s Word, Ezra did the same after 
exile. Scripture is central to spiritual revival, reminding us of God’s promises and calling us 
back to faithfulness. 

8. Strong & Courageous. Renewing the covenant at Mount Ebal was about more than words—it was about 
realigning hearts with God’s will. We, too, are called to continually renew our commitment to God’s Word, 
knowing that Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of the Law. How will you make His Word the center of your life 
today? 

Consider practical ways to keep Scripture central: committing to daily Bible reading, 
memorizing key verses, using Scripture in prayers, or sharing God’s Word with others. 
Write a short prayer asking God to align your heart with His Word, just as Israel did in 
Joshua’s time. 
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 1.                     Pray for discernment 

 2.       Memorize  Psalm 84:10 

 3.       Simply Read Joshua 9:1-15 

   4.          Write the Word:  Psalm 84:12 

 5.   Community: Share one insight 

 6.    Worship ________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Four/Day Eight – Joshua 9:1-15 

     Big Idea: Trusting in our own understanding can lead to deception, but seeking God's wisdom guards us from 
costly mistakes. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How can I ensure that my decisions align with God's will rather than relying on my own 
wisdom? What role does prayer and discernment play in seeking God’s guidance? 
      Devotional: Proverbs 3:5-6; James 1:5; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Ephesians 6:10-18 

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate. Read Deuteronomy 7:1-6 and note what God’s command had been regarding the 

inhabitants of Canaan. How does this prior command set the stage for understanding why the deception of 
the Gibeonites is such a critical moment? 

God had commanded Israel to completely destroy the Canaanites and not make treaties with them to avoid being 
led into idolatry. The deception of the Gibeonites created a moment where Israel unknowingly violated this 
command by forming an alliance without seeking God's counsel. This shows how easily deception can lead to 
disobedience when we fail to seek God's wisdom. 

2. Activating the Senses (Joshua 8:30-35) Review Joshua 8:30-35 and note all the senses that would have 
been activated in this event of renewing the covenant. What can you imagine they could... 

See? 
The towering mountains of Ebal and Gerizim, the altar, the written law, the entire assembly gathered. 
Smell? 
The scent of burnt offerings rising to the heavens, the dust from the stones. 
Touch? 
The rough stones inscribed with the law, the warm hands of fellow Israelites, the feel of dust 
beneath their feet. 
Hear? 
The reading of the law, the voices of the people responding, the crackling of the altar fire. 
Taste? 
Perhaps the remnants of the sacrifices, the bread of fellowship offerings. 
How would this all have come together to strengthen Israel in their commitment to obey God? 
Engaging all the senses would have made this event an unforgettable experience, reinforcing their 
covenant with God in a deeply tangible way. The visual reminders, spoken law, and sacrificial offerings 
all worked together to reaffirm their faith and obedience. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
3. Two Assemblies: (9:1 and 8:35) Compare the purpose of each assembly. Include the names of the groups: 

Joshua 8:33, 35 
➡ Purpose: Renewing the covenant and proclaiming God's law. 
➡ Groups: All of Israel, including men, women, children, and foreigners. 
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Joshua 9:2 
➡ Purpose: Forming an alliance to resist Israel.➡ Groups: Various Canaanite kings and 
nations, including the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. 
One was centered on obedience to God and His commands, while the other was driven by 
fear and opposition to God's people. 

4. ...actually, three Assemblies. (9:2-13) Breaking from the other kings and people groups what do the 
Hivites/Gibeonites decide to do? Do you think this was a smart tactic? What are some notable details of their 
plan? 

➡ Rather than join the other Canaanite nations in war, the Gibeonites chose deception as a 
survival strategy. They crafted an elaborate ruse to trick Israel into a treaty. 
➡ From a human perspective, it was a clever move—they ensured their survival. They used 
worn-out clothing, old bread, and false humility to appear as distant travelers seeking peace. 
However, their deception also meant they had to live under Israel’s authority as servants. 

5. Wisdom or Folly? (9:7-13) What how does the encounter begin well, at least as far as how Joshua and 
Israel engage? How do the deceiving Gibeonites use flattery to get what they want?  

➡ Initially, Israel questions the Gibeonites and hesitates before accepting their story. This 
shows some level of caution and discernment.➡ They call themselves "your servants" and 
speak highly of Israel’s God, appealing to Joshua’s sense of honor and faith while concealing 
their true identity. 

6. Discerning or Deceived? (9:14a) What role do the senses play in the decision Joshua ultimately makes? 
Compare Joshua 9:14a from several versions for clarity. How does this reveal a key weakness in decision -
making? 

➡ The Israelites examined the Gibeonites' bread, clothing, and provisions but did not seek 
counsel from God. Their decision was based on what they saw and touched rather than 
divine guidance.➡ It shows how relying solely on human senses can lead to deception, 
whereas seeking God in prayer brings true discernment. 
 

7. Sense and Sensibleness? (9:14b-15) How was Joshua led by his senses instead of by God’s Spirit?  
➡ Joshua and the leaders acted on what they saw and heard instead of seeking the Lord. 
They did not inquire of God before making the treaty, which led to unintended 
consequences. 
       What lesson does this teach us about spiritual discernment? 
➡ We must rely on prayer and God’s wisdom, not just human reasoning or sensory 
evidence, when making important decisions. 
 

8. Strong and Courageous: In what ways does God give us our senses to better know and follow Him? How 
can those same senses then fail us? What lessons can you take from this passage in your life today? 
📖 In what ways does God give us our senses to better know and follow Him? How can 
those same senses then fail us?➡ Our senses help us experience God’s creation, hear His 
Word, and see His works. However, they can also mislead us when we trust them over 
God’s truth.📖 What lessons can you take from this passage in your life today? 
➡ Seeking God’s wisdom through prayer and Scripture is essential. Feelings and 
appearances can be deceptive, but God’s guidance is always reliable. Before making major 
decisions, I should pause and seek His direction. 
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 1.                     Pray to honor God in your decisions 

 2.       Memorize  Psalm 84:10 

 3.       Simply Read Joshua 9:16-27 

   4.          Write the Word  Catch-up day 

 5.   Community How’s your StudyBuddy? 

 6.    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Four/Day Nine – Joshua 9:16-27 

     Big Idea: Compromises made without seeking God's wisdom can have long-term 
consequences, but God can still work within them for His purposes. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How do I see foreshadowing of my own redemption in this 
passage? 
      Devotional: Psalm 84:10; Romans 8:28; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10; James 4:13-17 

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate. Read about the Hivites/Gibeonites and jot a few 

observations: 
Genesis 9:25, 10:15-17 – from whom do the Hivites descend? Anything notable 
about their history? 
The Hivites descend from Canaan, the son of Ham, who was cursed by Noah. This means 
they were part of the people group that lived under the shadow of that generational 
curse. It's interesting that, despite their origins, the Hivites (specifically the Gibeonites) later 
align themselves with Israel instead of being completely destroyed like the other Canaanites. 
Exodus 23:23, Deut. 20:17 – What is God’s promise concerning them? 
God commanded Israel to completely drive out the Hivites along with the other Canaanite 
nations, leaving no survivors to prevent Israel from being led astray by their false worship. 
This makes the Gibeonites’ survival a significant event—rather than being destroyed, they 
become part of Israel in an unexpected way. 
Joshua 3:10 – What was their destiny? 
Their destiny, according to God’s command, was to be driven out or destroyed as Israel 
took possession of the land. They were among the nations marked for divine judgment. 
Joshua 9:9-10 – What did they know about their destiny? 
The Gibeonites knew that God had given the land to Israel and that His command was to 
destroy the inhabitants. This knowledge drove them to act deceptively—because they 
believed in the power of Israel’s God and feared for their survival. Their fear of God’s 
judgment actually led them to seek a way to be spared, which is a striking contrast to the 
other nations who fought against Israel and perished. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
2. The Peoples’ Perspective. (9:15-18, 26) From the perspective of a member of the congregation describe 

how this scene unfolds and how you’re feeling as you hear from the leaders what has taken place. Are you 
feeling justified in your response? Why or why not? 

Learning Hebrew 

י ָֽ ית אֱלֹהָֹ  לְבֵֵ֥

(e-loh-hay) + (le-bet) 
“for the house of my God” 
Joshua 9:23; Psalm 84:10 

 
(1st of 5) Gibeonites entered 
Israel’s community through 
deception, they were 
ultimately placed in service 
to God’s house. 
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I can hardly believe it! We’ve just heard the news—these Gibeonites, the very people we were supposed to drive out, 
have deceived us! And now, instead of facing the judgment God commanded, they’ve secured a peace treaty with 
us. I feel angry. Betrayed. How could our leaders have been so easily fooled? Did they forget to ask the Lord? I 
want justice! I want to see them punished! But then, the leaders remind us—we swore an oath before the LORD. We 
can’t break it. Would breaking a vow be  just as wrong in God’s eyes as making a foolish one? It’s hard to accept, 
but maybe we have to trust that God will deal with this, even if it doesn’t feel fair. 

3. Leadership Responds. (9:19-21) Now, from the perspective of one of the leaders, what is your plan going 
forward? What are you concerned about? 

We have made a grave mistake. We should have inquired of the LORD before agreeing to this treaty, 
but now we are bound by our oath. If we break it, we bring guilt upon ourselves. We must let them 
live—but not without consequence. They will serve Israel, providing labor for the tabernacle. This way, 
we do not violate our covenant, but they will always be reminded of their deception. My greatest 
concern now is whether this decision will sit well with the people. They are furious, and I understand 
why. But a vow before the LORD is no small thing. We must stand by it, even if it means swallowing 
our pride. 

4. Joshua’s Part: (9:22-23, 26-27) What does Joshua ask and ultimately decide in this matter? Write your 
response from Joshua’s perspective recalling and reflecting on your involvement and ultimate decision in all 
this. 

Why did you deceive us? I demand an answer from these men, these Gibeonites who have so cleverly 
maneuvered their way into a covenant with us. And yet, as I listen to them, I cannot deny their 
wisdom. They feared the LORD more than the other Canaanites did. They knew destruction was 
coming, and they acted—even if by deception—to align themselves with the people of God. I cannot kill 
them, not after we swore by the LORD to let them live. But they will not go unpunished. From now 
on, they will serve. They will cut wood and carry water for the house of my God. In a strange way, 
they have received mercy—mercy through servitude. They have a place among us now, but it will 
always be a reminder of their cunning, and of our failure to seek God before acting. 

5. Gibeon’s Plea. (9:24-25) What are the Gibeonites certain of? What are they willing to do? From the 
perspective of a Gibeonite tell what it was like to face Joshua in light of what your people had done and how 
you feel about the decision that was made. 

We knew. From the moment we heard what your God did in Egypt, what He did to the kings beyond 
the Jordan—we knew. There was no hope for us if we fought against you. We saw what happened to 
Jericho. To Ai. We had no chance. So we did what we had to do. We disguised ourselves, we traveled 
with old bread and worn-out sandals, and we begged for peace. Now, here we stand before Joshua, 
exposed, yet alive. We will live, but we will serve. And that is a fate we gladly accept, because the 
alternative was death. Let us carry the wood, bring the water—whatever is required. We will serve 
your God, and perhaps, one day, He will look upon us with favor. 

6. Strong and Courageous. In what way are you like the Gibeonites? How does your life today as a follower 
of Jesus have its roots in the this account and the lesson you can learn from it? 

see myself in the Gibeonites. I, too, was once an outsider, apart from the covenant of God, 
undeserving of His mercy. But I recognized the truth—that without Him, I was lost. Like 
them, I feared the judgment to come, and like them, I sought a way to be spared. But 
here’s the difference: where they used deception, I had only to come in honesty, and Jesus 
did what Joshua could not—He not only allowed me to live, but He welcomed me as a son. 
Today, I serve in the house of my God, not as a slave, but as one redeemed. The 
Gibeonites’ story reminds me of the grace I have received. It reminds me that God, even in 
unexpected ways, brings people into His kingdom. And for that, I am forever grateful. 
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                      Pray...for your Grace Group          Memorize: Psalm 84:10 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Four/Day Ten - Create & Share 

 

Throughout Joshua 7-9, we have seen how choices—whether made in obedience, fear, 
deception, or presumption—shape the course of events. Israel suffered defeat at Ai 
because of hidden sin. They later achieved victory through obedience. The Gibeonites 
avoided destruction but became servants. In each case, decisions led to consequences 
that revealed God's justice, mercy, and sovereignty. 

 

Your Challenge:  

Create a hands-on or visual representation of the choices made in Joshua 7-9 and their 
outcomes. Reflect on how obedience, deception, fear, and faith all played a role in this 
passage. 

 

Consider: 
 

• A Decision Pathway: Create a flowchart, board game, or interactive pathway that 
maps out key decisions in these chapters, showing where they led. 

• Symbolic Artwork: Use colors, objects, or images to contrast choices that led to 
blessing versus those that led to consequences. 

• Physical Representation: Build or arrange stones to represent significant moments 
(e.g., the altar on Mount Ebal, the deception of the Gibeonites, or the place of 
Israel’s renewed obedience). 

• Journal Entry: Write about how God's grace repurposes your past mistakes for His 
greater good. 

 

Be Bold—Engage With the Story! 

Just as Israel and the Gibeonites had to live with their choices, we, too, make daily 
decisions that shape our walk with God.  

What does your project reveal about the weight of obedience and the grace of 
redemption?.
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Joshua 10:1-14:15 
Courage to Claim 
God’s Promises 
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Grace Group 
  

Open with prayer then recite memory verse from the previous lesson. 
 

Got Questions? If you have a question left unanswered or needing more 
clarification, this is a great time to make a note of it and share in the Q&R 

time following teaching. 
 

Thinking Back... 

DAY PAGES   

1...  Share something you learned, loved, or were 
encouraged by from the previous message and/or 
Grace Group time. 
 

2...  Share any of your notes, questions, or comments 

Share Your Responses... 

3...  #’s 1, 6, and 9 
4...  #’s 1, 8, and 9 
5...  #’s 1, 2, and 7 
6...  #’s 3, 6, and 10 
7...  #’s 7 and 8 
8...  #’s 1 and 8 
9...  #’s 1, 5, and 6 

10...  Create & Share 
 
Up Next: Teaching 
 
We believe God hears, sees, knows, and is ready to answer us 

and guide us when we pray. 
 

Pray as you transition from Group to Teaching time for 
our fellowship to be God-honoring and focused on His 

word. 
 

 

                     
You are loved and prayed for! 
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Teaching Time 
  

Watch/Listen to this message on the “Dwelling Richly” podcast. 
Notes/Handout for this message ChurchCenter group or 
LaMiradaChurch.com/DwellingRichly 

https://www.youtube.com/c/JenniferRichmond
https://www.lamiradachurch.com/dwelling-richly/
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Day by Day 
Lesson overview 
Use the checklist to help you plan your time with God - “TWiG Time” 

 

  

 My Dates Day  
March 5 1 Grace Groups & Teaching, 

Review Lesson 4, Joshua 7:1-9:28  
  READ WRITE 

 
______________________ 

2 Joshua 10:1-14:15 Psalm 27:1-2 

 
______________________ 

3 Joshua 10:1-15 Psalm 27:3-4 

 
______________________ 

4 Joshua 10:16-28 Psalm 27:5-6 

 
______________________ 

5 Joshua 10:29-43 Psalm 27:7-8 

 
______________________ 

6 Joshua  11:1-23 Psalm 27:9-10 

 
______________________ 

7 Joshua 12:1-13:7 Psalm 27:11-12 

 
______________________ 

8 Joshua 13:8-33 Psalm 27:13-14 

 
______________________ 

9 Joshua 14:1-15 (catch-up day) 

 
______________________ 

10 Create & Share 

March 19 14 Grace Groups & Teaching 
Review Lesson 5 

 

...Memorize & Meditate... ...Write the Word... 
Select a verse or verses from Psalm 27 

Write your selection here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connect with a study buddy and memorize the 
same verse. 

 
Psalm 27 

 
Look for beautiful connections to 

our passages in Joshua! 

 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
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My Heart to Yours... 

I can’t begin to tell you how much I love walking through the book of Joshua with you. 
Every time we turn the page, I see God’s faithfulness unfold—not just in Israel’s story, 
but in ours. And I pray that as we step into Lesson Five, you will see yourself in this 
story—not as an outsider looking in, but as someone God is calling to live 
courageously, trust deeply, and step boldly into His promises. 

In our last lesson, "Compromise, Consequences, and the God Who Redeems," we 
wrestled with hard truths. We saw how hidden sin led to devastating loss at Ai and how 
deception by the Gibeonites bound Israel to an unexpected alliance. Yet, even in 
failure, we saw something breathtaking: God’s mercy was bigger than their mistakes. 
He didn’t abandon His people. He restored them. He repurposed what was broken. 
And if you’re anything like me, that truth alone is enough to sit with for a long time. 

But these next chapters? Oh my! It’s about victory. It’s about the courage to claim 
God’s promises. 

In Lesson Five, we step into a season of battle, perseverance, and fulfillment—a time 
when Israel moves forward in obedience and begins to see the land God promised 
finally within reach. But it wasn’t easy. The enemies were stronger. The battles lasted 
longer. The giants of Canaan still stood tall. 

Yet, God fought for them. 

We’ll see Him stop the sun to give Israel victory. We’ll watch as He delivers kings into 
their hands, one after another, proving that no enemy is too great when He is in the 
fight. We’ll meet Caleb, 85 years old, still full of fire, still declaring, “Give me this 
mountain” (Josh. 14:12)—a testimony that God is faithful not just in the moment, but 
over a lifetime. 
This reminds me of the song "Give Me This Mountain" by Chuck Butler: 

"I'm holding on to every word you've spoken, 
I've seen your hand, I know your heart is good. 
You’ve been my strength and you have never failed me, 
So I’m asking, Lord, give me this mountain." 

What about you? 
• What battles are you facing that feel impossible? 
• What promises of God feel distant, like they belong to someone else? 
• What would change if you truly believed that God fights for you? 

As we study, I pray that you will not just learn these stories but live into them. That 
your faith will be strengthened, your courage renewed, and your heart stirred to say, 
"Lord, I trust You. Lead me forward." 

You are not forgotten. You are not alone. The same God who fought for Israel fights 
for you. 

With love and anticipation, 
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                     Pray for your Grace Group 

       Memorize: _________________ 

       Simply Read: (See Below) 

            Write the Word:   Psalm 27:1-2 

   Community:  Say “Hi!” in our group. 

    Worship: ______________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Five/Day Two – Joshua 10:1-14:15 

Introduction: After Israel’s missteps in Joshua 7-9, we now see God fighting for His people as they conquer the 
land. From sun-stopping miracles to Caleb’s unwavering faith at 85, this lesson reveals God’s faithfulness, the 
power of obedience, and the courage it takes to claim His promises.  
  Ask as you dwell: what themes stand out? How do you see God’s power, Israel’s obedience, and the 
fulfillment of His promises woven throughout these chapters? What victories were immediate, and what still 
remained unfinished?  

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate: Think back to Lesson 4. Review your notes from the message or Grace Groups. What is 

one insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 7:1-9:27? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Create & Share – look ahead and plan now to complete the Create & Share a little each day. 
3. Ready to Worship: As you read and dwell through each day’s passage, use the line above (Worship) to 

write the name of a worship song, hymn, or chorus that come to mind. Remember, our goal is to “let the Word 
of Christ dwell in us richly...”  Thinking about worship as you read is one way to do that! 

 

Dwelling in the Word... 
Read the following passages “inductively” – noting essentials (who, what, when, where, why) and noting God and 
truths about Him, repeated phrases, connections to the Torah and/or foreshadows to the New Covenant. Also 
note any question or difficulty that occurs to you. 
4. Day Three Reading: Joshua 10:1-15 – The Sun Stands Still 

Who? Joshua, the Israelites, Adoni-Zedek (king of Jerusalem), five Amorite kings, Gibeonites 
What? The five kings attack Gibeon; Israel comes to their aid. God throws the enemy into confusion, rains hailstones, and makes 
the sun stand still so Israel can win. 
When? During Israel’s conquest of Canaan, after the Gibeonite treaty (Joshua 9) 
Why? To defend Gibeon (Israel’s ally) and demonstrate God’s power over creation, ensuring victory. 
How should we understand the miracle of the sun standing still—was it a literal event, poetic language, or something else? 

5. Day Four Reading: Joshua 10:16-28 – Five Kings Defeated 
Who? Joshua, Israelite army, five Amorite kings 
What? The kings hide in a cave, are captured, executed, and buried. Joshua has his commanders place their feet on the kings’ necks as a symbol of victory. 

When? Same day as the battle at Gibeon, following the sun-standing-still event 
Why? To demonstrate total defeat of Israel’s enemies and encourage the Israelites to trust in God’s power Why did Joshua have his commanders place their feet on the necks of the 

defeated kings, and what does this symbolize? 
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6. Day Five Reading: Joshua 10:29-43 – Southern Conquests Secured 
Who? Joshua, Israelites, kings of Lachish, Eglon, Hebron, Debir 
What? Israel marches through southern Canaan, conquering cities in rapid succession, 
leaving no survivors. 
When? After the defeat of the five kings, during the conquest of Canaan 
Why? To fulfill God's command to take the land and remove corrupt nations from Israel’s 
inheritance 
Why did Joshua destroy entire cities instead of making alliances as Israel did with the 
Gibeonites? 

7. Day Six Reading: Joshua 11:1-23 – Northern Kings Conquered 
Who? Joshua, Israelites, King Jabin of Hazor, northern coalition of Canaanite kings 
What? A massive northern alliance gathers against Israel, but God delivers them into 
Joshua’s hands. Hazor, the strongest city, is burned. 
When? After the southern campaign, during Israel’s continued conquest 
Why? To secure the Promised Land and eliminate strongholds of resistance. 
What does it mean that God hardened the hearts of the Canaanite kings, and how does 
this align with His justice and mercy? 
 

8. Day Seven Reading: Joshua 12:1-13:7 – The Land Divided 
Who? Joshua, Eleazar the priest, tribal leaders 
What? A summary of all defeated kings and the first steps in distributing the land. 
When? After major military victories but before full possession of the land 
Why? To record God’s fulfilled promises and establish tribal boundaries 
Why does Joshua 12 list all the defeated kings in such detail—what purpose does this serve 
for Israel? 
 

9. Day Eight Reading: Joshua 13:8-33 – Eastern Tribes Receive Inheritance 
Who? Reuben, Gad, half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua, Eleazar 
What? The eastern tribes officially receive their inheritance. 
When? Before the rest of Israel’s land is divided 
Why? To fulfill the agreement made in Numbers 32 
Since the eastern tribes received their inheritance before the rest of Israel, how did this 
affect their role in the conquest and their connection to the other tribes? 
 

10. Day Nine Reading: Joshua 14:1-15 – Caleb’s Bold Request 
Who? Caleb, Joshua, Eleazar 
What? Caleb asks for Hebron, claiming God’s promise from 45 years earlier. 
When? During the division of the land 
Why? Caleb wholly followed the Lord and trusted God’s promise 
Why did Caleb specifically ask for Hebron, a land still occupied by the Anakim, instead of 
choosing an easier inheritance? 
 

11. Create & Share – This is a good time to look ahead to Day Ten, “Create & Share.”  
Prepare ahead of time and even do a little each day as time permits. 



Lesson Five m Day Three 

 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Five 

... 117 ... 

                     Pray for your Grace Group 

       Memorize: _________________ 

       Simply Read: Joshua 10:1-15 

            Write the Word:   Psalm 27:3-4 

   Community: Share a question you have so far. 
    Worship: __________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Five/Day Three – Joshua 10:1-15 

     Big Idea: triumph comes not by human strength but by God’s sovereign power. 
He fights for His people, fulfilling His promises and displaying His unstoppable might. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does God’s power demonstrate His faithfulness? 
      Devotional: Ex. 14:13-14, Deut. 3:22, Ps. 18:7-17, Isa. 30:30, Rom. 8:31 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate (Gen. 15:18-21, Gen. 17:6-8) How does the Abrahamic 

covenant shape our understanding of Israel’s conquest? How does God’s 
faithfulness to Abraham connect to Joshua 10? 
God promised Abraham that his descendants would inherit the land 
of Canaan, listing the very nations Israel now faced (Gen. 15:18-21). The battle in Joshua 10 is not 

just a military event—it’s God fulfilling His ancient promise. This reminds me that 
God’s plans unfold in His perfect timing, and His promises never fail. 

2. Mighty Men & Miscalculations (10:1-2) Why did Adoni-Zedek, king of 
Jerusalem, fear Israel? How did he assess the situation differently than Rahab 
(Josh. 2:9-11) and the Gibeonites (Josh. 9:24-25)? 
Adoni-Zedek feared Israel not because he believed in Yahweh, but because of the 
military and political implications of their victories. He saw Israel as a threat to his 
rule rather than a sign of God's sovereign power. In contrast, Rahab responded with 
faith, recognizing Yahweh as the true God, and the Gibeonites sought peace, though 
through deception. This reveals how people can encounter the same evidence of 
God’s work but respond either in faith or fear. 

3. Allies Against God. (10:3-5) How did the five Amorite kings attempt to 
strengthen themselves? What does this reveal about human efforts apart from 
God? 
The kings formed an alliance, believing their combined power could 
withstand Israel. This reflects how human strength and strategy often stand in opposition to God’s will. It 
reminds me that without God, even the strongest alliances will fail. I can be tempted to rely on my own wisdom 
or strength rather than seeking God first. 
 
 
 

4. Covenant Keeping. (10:6-7) What does Joshua’s immediate response to Gibeon’s plea for help show about 
his leadership and his view of God? 
Joshua acted without hesitation, honoring the covenant he had made with Gibeon. Even though the treaty had been 
made through deception, Joshua kept his word. This reminds me that faithfulness in commitments matters, even when circumstances change. 
Integrity means keeping my word because it reflects God’s own faithfulness. 
 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

לֵם  שָֹׁ
(sha-LEM) – Josh. 10:1 – 

Whole, complete, at peace; 
Root of “Jerusalem” 

(Yerushalayim), the city of 
Adoni-Zedek. Ironically, his 
opposition to Israel set his 
city against the very peace 

its name suggests. 
 גְדולִים

(g'do-LEEM) – Josh. 10:2 – 
Great, mighty, significant 

ז ק  חָֹ
(cha-ZAK) – Josh. 10:7 – To 
be strong, courageous, to 
seize or grasp 

ן  נָֹת 
(na-TAN) – Josh. 10:8 – To 

give, deliver, hand over 

יא הִִ֗ עֵֵ֣ת ה   בָֹ
(ba-et ha-hi) – Josh. 10:12 – 

At that time, in that 
moment 

Marks a decisive, God-
ordained event. 

emphasizing God’s perfect 
timing in bringing victory. 
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5. God’s Word, Our Strength (10:8) How did God’s promise in verse 8 reinforce what He had already told 
Joshua in Josh. 1:9? How do God's past promises shape your confidence in Him today? 
God told Joshua not to fear because victory was already assured. This echoes the 
command in Josh. 1:9 to be strong and courageous. When I look back at God’s faithfulness in 
my own life and in Scripture, I find confidence that He will continue to uphold His promises. 
 

6. The Lord Fights for His People (10:9-11) What supernatural elements do you see in Israel’s victory? 
How does this reinforce the truth of Ex. 14:14? 
God intervened through a surprise attack, confusion in the enemy camp, and a miraculous hailstorm that killed 
more than Israel’s swords. This reminds me of Ex. 14:14, “The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” It’s 
not my own strength that wins spiritual battles—it is God’s power at work. 
 

7. Sun Stands Still (Josh. 10:12-14) Joshua prayed for the sun and moon to stop. Why was this request 
significant, and what does it teach us about bold faith? 
Joshua’s prayer was audacious—he asked for a cosmic event that had never been seen 
before. It showed his confidence in God’s power and his understanding that all creation is 
under His control. This challenges me to pray boldly, believing that nothing is too big for 
God. 
The sun standing still is one of the most debated miracles in the Bible. What’s the main message behind this 
event? 
Rather than getting lost in scientific debates, I see this as God answering Joshua’s bold 
prayer and demonstrating His power over time itself. The main takeaway is not how He did 
it, but that He did it in response to faith. When I pray, do I truly believe that God can act 
beyond what I think is possible? 

8. Discovering God's Nature (Josh. 10:14) What does this passage reveal about God’s response to those 
who trust Him? (Consider 2 Chron. 16:9.) 
Josh. 10:14 says there had never been a day like it before or since, where God listened to 
the voice of a man in such a dramatic way. This shows that God hears and acts on behalf 
of those who trust Him. In 2 Chron. 16:9, it says, “The eyes of the Lord range throughout 
the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him.” I see that God 
delights in responding to those who trust Him completely. 

9. A Day Like No Other. Joshua 10:13b references the Book of Jashar* God listens to prayer making this a 
notably unique day? How does this challenge our understanding of God’s involvement in human events and 
bold, faith-filled prayer?  
As I reflect, I see that God is not distant—He responds when His people call on Him. This 
challenges me to ask: Do I pray with the kind of faith that expects God to move? 
 
*Read more about the Book of Jashar. www.jennifergrichmond.com/so-glad-you-asked 

10. Strong & Courageous: Where in my life do I need to trust God to fight the battle instead of relying on my 
own strength? 
Just like Joshua didn’t have the power to stop the sun, I don’t have control over many 
things in my life. But God does. I need to surrender my fears, trust in His power, and 
boldly pray, knowing that He fights for me. 
 
 
Create & Share – what can you add to your map today? 

https://www.jennifergrichmond.com/so-glad-you-asked/


Lesson Five m Day Four 

 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Five 

... 119 ... 

                     Pray for your family 

       Memorize:  _________________ 

       Simply Read:  Joshua 10:16-28 

            Write the Word:  Psalm 27:5-6 

   Community: Connect with the group today 

    Worship __________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Five/Day Four – Joshua 10:16-28 

      Big Idea: The Fate of the Faithless – The downfall of the five Amorite kings 
demonstrates God’s justice against those who oppose Him. Their defeat affirms that 
no ruler, no army, and no strategy can stand against the Lord’s sovereign will. 
  Ask as You Dwell:  What does this passage teach about God’s justice and the 
certainty of His promises? 

       Devotional: Gen. 15:16, Deut. 7:24, Ps. 2:1-12, 110:1; Isa. 45:23, Phil. 2:9-11 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate (Deut. 7:1-2, Gen. 15:16) How does the destruction of 

these kings connect to God's long-standing judgment against the Canaanites? 
How does this reveal both God’s patience and His justice? 
God foretold in Gen. 15:16 that the Canaanites’ sin would reach its 
full measure before judgment came. He had given them over 400 
years to turn from their wickedness. Now, in Joshua’s time, justice 
had come. This reminds me that while God is patient, His judgment is 
certain. 
 

2. Hiding in the Darkness (Josh. 10:16-18) What does the kings’ retreat to the 
cave symbolize? How does this contrast with the boldness of Joshua’s faith? 

The kings thought they could escape God’s judgment by hiding in the cave, 
but darkness cannot cover rebellion from God. Meanwhile, Joshua did not 
fear; he trusted in God’s victory. This challenges me—do I try to hide my 
sins instead of bringing them before God? 
 

3. Pressing Forward in Faith (Josh. 10:19-21) What does Joshua’s command to continue pursuing the 
enemy teach about partnering with God’s promises? How does this apply to spiritual battles today? 

God had already promised victory, but Israel still had to act. This reminds me 
that faith is active—trusting God doesn’t mean passivity. In my own life, when 
God calls me to obedience, I must step forward, knowing He goes before 
me. 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

 בְנֵי

(b'nei) 
Plural construct form of ן  בֵּ
(ben), meaning son or 
descendant. 

אֵל  יִשְרָֹ
(Yis-ra-EL) 

The name given to Jacob 
after wrestling with God 
(Gen. 32:28), meaning "he 
struggles with God" or 
"God prevails." 

 רֶגֶל

(re-gel) 
Josh. 10:24, foot, step kings 
are literally put underfoot, 
foreshadowing Psalm 110:1, 
where God’s enemies are 
made His footstool 
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4. A Footstool for the Righteous (Josh. 10:22-25) Why did Joshua place his commanders' feet on the 
necks of the defeated kings? How does this foreshadow Psalm 110:1 and Philippians 2:9-11? 

This act symbolized total conquest—Israel’s enemies were utterly subdued. 
Psalm 110:1 declares that all God’s enemies will become His footstool, and 
Philippians 2:9-11 confirms that Christ will reign over all. This reminds me that 
no opposition to God will last forever. 

5. The Justice of the Lord (Josh. 10:26-27) How does Joshua’s execution of the kings reflect divine justice 
rather than personal vengeance? What does this reveal about God’s authority over life and death? 

Joshua was not acting out of revenge but carrying out God’s righteous 
judgment. These kings led nations in rebellion against God, and their execution 
demonstrated that defying the Lord leads to destruction. This reminds me 
that God alone holds authority over life and death. 

6. Discovering God's Nature (Josh. 10:25) How does Joshua’s encouragement to be strong and 
courageous connect to God's character? How does this strengthen your confidence in facing challenges? 

Joshua repeated the same words God spoke to him in Josh. 1:9. This reveals 
that God’s strength is given to His people as they trust Him. When I face 
difficulties, I can stand firm, knowing that my confidence is in the Lord, not 
my own ability. 
 

7. Covenant & Conquest (Josh. 5:3-7, Josh. 10:19-25) The phrase “sons of Israel” ( ל בְנֵּי אֵּ שְרָׁ יִֹ ) appears in Joshua 
only during two key moments—at their covenant renewal through circumcision (Josh. 5) and in their victory 
over the Amorite kings (Josh. 10). Why might the author use this phrase specifically in these two events? How 
do these moments connect covenant faithfulness with God's deliverance? What does this reveal about Israel’s 
identity and purpose? 
As I reflect, I see that both moments highlight Israel as God's chosen people, set apart by 
His covenant and empowered by His promises. Circumcision marked their consecration to 
God, and their victory over the Amorite kings displayed God’s faithfulness to fight for His 
people. This reminds me that being part of God’s people is not just about identity but about 
living in obedience and trust. 
 
 

8. Strong & Courageous (Josh. 10:28) The city of Makkedah was devoted to destruction. How does this 
passage reinforce God's commitment to fulfilling His word? What does this mean for both His promises and 
His warnings? 

Makkedah’s fall shows that God’s word is always fulfilled, whether in blessing 
or judgment. Just as His promises to Israel were certain, so are His warnings. 
This challenges me to take His word seriously in every area of my life. 
 
 

 
 
 
Create & Share – what can you add to your map today? 
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                     Pray to want what God wants 

       Memorize: _________________ 
       Simply Read:  Joshua 10:29-43 

            Write the Word:  Psalm 27:7-8 

   Community Encourage a Grace Group member 

    Worship _________________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Five/Day Five – Joshua 10:29-43 

     Big Idea: True rest is not just ceasing from battle but living in complete 
dependence on the One who fights for us. 
  Ask as You Dwell: What is true rest worth to me? What am I willing to 
surrender—or embrace—to experience the lasting rest that only God provides? 
      Devotional: Gen. 2:2-3, Ex. 33:14, Deut. 12:10, Ps. 62:1-2, Matt. 11:28-30, Heb. 4:8-11 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate (Josh. 1:7-8, Deut. 28:1-7) God promised victory if Israel 

fully obeyed Him. How does Joshua’s complete obedience in this campaign 
demonstrate the connection between faithfulness and experiencing God’s 
promises? 
Joshua did not leave any command undone. This shows me that 
experiencing God’s promises requires full obedience, not selective 
obedience. If I want to see God’s work in my life, I need to follow 
Him completely, not just when it’s convenient. 

2. Pattern & Promise (Josh. 10:29-43) Look for repeated phrases in this 
passage (there’s at least 7!). What does this reveal about Israel’s conquest and 
God’s role in it? 

“Then Joshua and all Israel with him” (vv. 29, 31, 34, 36, 38, 43) 
Significance: This phrase emphasizes the unity of Israel under Joshua’s leadership. It also underscores the corporate nature of Israel’s 
conquest, highlighting that these victories were not just Joshua’s but Israel’s as a whole, fulfilling God’s promise to the entire nation. 
“The Lord gave [the city] into the hand of Israel” (vv. 30, 32) 
Significance: This phrase reinforces that Israel’s victories were not due to their own strength but were divinely ordained. The 
repetition highlights the central theme of the book of Joshua—that the conquest is God’s work, not merely Israel’s military success. 
“Struck it with the edge of the sword” (vv. 30, 32, 35, 37, 39) 
Significance: This phrase emphasizes the totality of the destruction carried out in obedience to God’s command. It reflects the 
seriousness of divine judgment against these Canaanite cities, showing that Israel was executing God's justice, not merely waging war 
for their own gain. “He left none remaining” (vv. 30, 33, 37, 39, 40) 
Significance: The complete destruction of each city underscores the totality of God's judgment on the Canaanites. This was in direct 
obedience to God's commands in Deuteronomy regarding the conquest, preventing Israel from adopting the idolatrous practices of 
the land’s inhabitants.“As he had done to [previous city]” (vv. 30, 32, 35, 37, 39) 
Significance: This repeated phrase shows the systematic nature of the conquest. The comparison to earlier victories creates a 
sense of momentum and inevitability, reinforcing that God’s plan is being executed step by step. 
“Devoted it to destruction” (vv. 35, 37, 39, 40) Significance: This phrase refers to the Hebrew concept of ḥ erem, meaning complete 
dedication to God through destruction. The repetition underscores that Israel was not merely conquering for land but was carrying 
out divine judgment. “All its king(s) and its towns” (vv. 37, 39, 42)Significance: This phrase demonstrates that not just the central cities 
but also their surrounding towns and rulers were included in the conquest. It emphasizes the thoroughness of Israel’s victories and the 
extent of God's judgment. 
 

3. One Victory Leads to Another (Josh. 10:29-33) How did Israel’s victory 
over Lachish, Libnah, and Eglon demonstrate the momentum of obedience? How does 
following God fully lead to ongoing victory? 
Each victory built upon the last because Joshua obeyed immediately and completely. This 
reminds me that when I follow God in small things, it strengthens me for greater challenges. 
Obedience today prepares me for victory tomorrow. 

Learning Hebrew 

ד כ   לָֹ

(la-KAD) – Josh. 10:32 – To 
capture, seize, take 

possession; describes Joshua’s 
conquest of each city, 

underscoring that Israel’s 
victories were secured by 
God’s hand, not human 

strength 

ה כָֹ  מָֹ

(ma-KHAH) – Josh. 10:39 – To 
strike, smite, defeat; used for 

the defeat of enemy kings and 
cities, emphasizing God’s 

decisive judgment on those 
who opposed His people. 

ל  כָֹ
(kol) – Josh. 10:40 – All, 

entirety, totality; appears 
repeatedly, emphasizing that 
Joshua left nothing undone—
his obedience was absolute, 

just as God commanded 

ה קְטָֹ רֶץ שָֹׁ אָֹ  וְהָֹ

(v’ha-aretz sha-ke-TAH) – 
Josh. 10:40 – The land had 

rest; The verb קַט  (sha-KAT) שָׁ
means to be still, quiet, at 

peace. This phrase signifies 
divinely granted peace—not 
just the absence of war but a 
settled security from God. It 
appears only eight times in 
Scripture, each marking a 

moment when God grants rest 
to His people 
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4. The Lord Fights for His People (Josh. 10:34-37) What repeated patterns do you notice in Israel’s 
conquests? How does this reinforce that victory was from God rather than human effort? 
Every city was defeated in the same way—Joshua struck them down just as the Lord 
commanded. This reminds me that my success is not about my own strength but about 
walking in God’s will. When I align my actions with His word, He brings the victory. 
 

5. Nothing Left Undone (Josh. 10:38-39) Why is it significant that Joshua “left nothing undone of all that the 
Lord commanded” (v. 40)? What does this reveal about my own need for obedience to God? 
Joshua’s full obedience led to full victory. This challenges me to examine where I might be 
holding back in obeying God. Am I obeying Him in every area of my life, or just in the parts 
that are easy? 

6. The Land Had Rest (Josh. 10:40-43) What does Israel’s total conquest of the southern region teach us 
about perseverance and endurance in following God? 
Victory didn’t happen all at once—Joshua had to keep pressing forward until the work was 
done. This reminds me that spiritual growth and obedience require endurance. I must 
continue trusting and following God, knowing He will complete the work He has begun. 
 

7. Discovering God’s Nature (Josh. 10:42) This verse states that “the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel.” 
How does this truth shape my confidence in facing battles today? 
This reminds me that my strength is not in myself but in God. When I face challenges, I can 
trust that He fights for me. My role is to obey and trust Him completely. 

8. Finding Rest. The phrase “the land had rest” ( רֶץ אָׁ ה וְהָׁ קְטָׁ שָׁ ) appears here for the first time in Scripture. It is 
used only seven more times, always in moments when God grants peace to His people. Why do you think this 
phrase is significant? How does recognizing repeated phrases like this help deepen your understanding of how 
God works throughout history? How does the land’s rest reflect God’s faithfulness to His covenant promises? 
This phrase reminds me that God’s goal for His people is not just victory but peace—true 
rest in Him. I see that when Israel obeyed, God gave them rest, just as He promised. This 
challenges me to look for how God brings rest in my own life when I trust and obey Him. 

9. Greater Rest to Come. Joshua led Israel to temporary rest. What does Hebrews 4:8-11 tells us about rest?  
remains for God’s people—a rest fulfilled in Christ. 
 
How does the temporary rest in Joshua point forward to the spiritual rest and eternal inheritance we have in 
Jesus? What does it mean to enter God’s rest today? 
Joshua’s victories brought rest to the land, but it didn’t last. This makes me realize that 
only in Jesus do we find lasting peace. True rest is more than stopping from work—it’s 
trusting in what Christ has already done. This challenges me to live by faith, not by striving 
in my own strength. 

10. Strong & Courageous. The Cost of True Rest (Josh. 10:40-43) We often long for rest—physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually. Yet, true rest, the kind that comes from God, is more than a break from busyness—
it requires trust, surrender, and obedience. Jesus invites us into this rest (Matt. 11:28-30), but receiving it comes 
with a cost. What is true rest worth to you today? What are you willing to let go of—or take hold of—to 
experience the rest that only God provides? 
As I reflect, I see that real rest isn’t just about time off or ease—it’s about trusting God 
enough to stop striving on my own. I realize that if I truly want His rest, I must be willing to 
surrender my worries, control, and even my own plans. This challenges me to ask: Am I 
willing to release what keeps me restless? 
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                     Pray for your church 

       Memorize: _________________ 

       Simply Read:  Joshua 11:1-23 

            Write the Word: Psalm 27:9-10 

   Community: Share an idea or insight 

    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Five/Day Six – Joshua 11:1-23 

     Big Idea: God's people, trusting in His promises, overcome overwhelming 
opposition. Victory is not about numbers or might but about obedience to God, who 
fulfills His word completely and faithfully. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does Joshua’s obedience in battle reflect his trust in 
God’s promises? How does this challenge me to trust God fully? 
      Devotional: Deut. 7:1-2, Ps. 20:7, Ps. 44:3, Rom. 2:4-5, Heb. 4:8-11 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate. (Deut. 9:1-5, Josh. 11:6) How does God’s command to 

conquer Canaan connect to His covenant promises? Why is it important to 
recognize that Israel’s victories were not by their own strength? 
Deut. 9:4-5 reminds me that Israel was not given the land because 
of their righteousness but because of God’s faithfulness and the 
Canaanites’ wickedness. Joshua 11 reinforces that God, not human 
effort, secured the victory. This humbles me—I don’t stand 
before God based on my own merit, but on His grace and 
promises. 

2. A Great Enemy, A Greater God (Josh. 11:1-5) How does Jabin’s alliance 
compare to the previous battles Israel faced? How might Israel have felt seeing 
this massive coalition against them? 
This time, Israel wasn’t facing five kings but an army “as numerous 
as the sand on the seashore.” Humanly speaking, it was impossible to 
win. But God had already proven that numbers don’t determine victory—His power does. 
This challenges me to trust Him when my struggles feel overwhelming. 
24-Hour Victory. Read Joshua. 11:6-9 along with Psalm 20:7, Deut. 7:1, then answer: 
What were God’s commands? 
Do not be afraid and Hamstring the horses and burn the chariots (Josh. 11:6, 9). 
What was God’s promise? 
That He would “give over all of them, slain to Israel.” 
What does this reveal to you about God’s greater plan for Israel? What does this teach you about how you trust 
God whether that trust seems natural or counter-intuitive? 
God’s plan for Israel was never about military strength but about complete dependence on Him. By 
destroying the horses and chariots, Israel was forced to trust God, not weapons. This challenges me 
to examine where I place my security. Do I rely on my own resources, or do I trust God fully? True 
victory comes not from earthly power but from obedience and faith in His promises. 

Learning Hebrew 

ד כ   לָֹ

(la-KAD) – Josh. 11:12 – To 
capture, seize, take possession 
- Joshua took the land, but it 
was ultimately God who 
delivered it into Israel’s hands. 

ז ק  חָֹ

(chaw-zak) – Josh. 11:20 – To 
harden, make stubborn - God 
hardened the hearts of Israel’s 

enemies, much like Pharaoh 
(Ex. 9:12), ensuring their total 
defeat and demonstrating 

God's sovereign justice. 

 לֵב

(lev) – Josh. 11:20 – heart, inner 
being, will – This is God’s to 

harden or soften 
 

ט ק   שָֹׁ
(shaqat) 11:23 Rest - 

temporary rest from conflict – 
the 3rd of three uses of “rest” in 

Joshua. 
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3. Devoted to the Lord. (11:10-15) Notice three repeated phrases in this passage. What do they reveal about 
Joshua’s obedience, God’s faithfulness, and the outcome of the conquest? Are there areas where you are 
partially obedient—where you follow God’s commands but hold back in certain areas? How does this passage 
challenge you to trust that full obedience leads to full victory? 
As I reflect, I see that Joshua didn’t pick and choose what to obey—he followed everything 
God had commanded, and as a result, the land was conquered as promised. This challenges 
me to ask: Am I leaving things undone in my own faith? Am I holding back from trusting 
God fully? If victory is found in full obedience, I want to walk in complete trust today. 

4. Hardened Hearts, Divine Justice (Josh. 11:16-20, Gen. 15:16, Rom. 2:4-5) What aspect of God’s nature 
are revealed in this passage?  
Like Pharaoh, the Canaanites had years to repent but refused. God’s hardening was a 
judgment against their long-standing sin. This reminds me that rejecting God repeatedly leads 
to spiritual blindness. It challenges me to keep my heart soft to His leading. 
 
How does this connect to What God told Abraham in Genesis 15:16?  
As I reflect, I see that God’s mercy is great, but rejecting Him has consequences. The 
Canaanites had centuries to repent, yet they hardened their hearts. 
What does this challenge you to ask yourself and how you respond to or resist God? 
This challenges me to ask: Am I responding to God’s mercy while I have the chance, or am I 
resisting His call to surrender? 
 

5. Giant Fear or Giant Faith? (Josh. 11:21-22) Read Num. 13:22-33; Deuteronomy 2:21, 9:2. What do you 
learn about the Anakim? What happens to the Anakim under Joshua’s leadership? How does this passage 
show the contrast between Israel’s past fear and their present victory?  
The Anakim were feared giants who once caused Israel to doubt God’s promise (Num. 13:22-33). Their presence led 
to fear, rebellion, and a generation lost in the wilderness. But under Joshua’s leadership, those same giants were 
defeated (Josh. 11:21-22). The difference? Israel now trusted God’s power instead of fearing their enemies.This 
contrast reminds me that fear can keep me from stepping into what God has for me, but faith allows me to 
move forward in His strength. Israel’s victory over the Anakim shows that no obstacle is too great when I trust in 
God rather than my own limitations. 

6. Final Rest? (Josh. 11:23) What does this say happened in the land? Why is that significant? How does this 
foreshadow the ultimate rest found in Christ (Heb. 4:8-10)? 
The rest Joshua gave was temporary, but Jesus offers eternal rest. Just as Israel had to 
trust God for victory, I must trust Jesus’ finished work on the cross. True rest comes not 
from my efforts, but from fully surrendering to Him. 

7. Discovering God's Nature (Josh. 11:15, 23) What do Joshua’s obedience and the fulfillment of God’s 
promises reveal about God’s faithfulness? How does this encourage you to trust Him in your own life? 
God is faithful to His word. Joshua’s obedience shows that God’s plans succeed when we 
trust and obey Him. This encourages me—no matter how difficult obedience seems, I can 
trust that God’s promises will never fail. 

8. Strong & Courageous (Josh. 11:23) Joshua’s leadership brought rest to Israel. How does this compare to 
Christ’s role as the ultimate conqueror and King? 
Joshua’s victories prepared the way for Israel to dwell in the land, but Jesus’ victory over 
sin and death prepares the way for eternal life. This reminds me that my confidence isn’t 
in earthly security but in the reign of Christ, who has already won the final battle. 

 
Create & Share – what can you add to your map today? 
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                     Pray for patience. 

       Memorize:  _________________ 

       Simply Read:  Joshua 12:1-13:7 

            Write the Word:  Psalm 27:11-12 

   Community: Respond to a prompt. 

    Worship ________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Five/Day Seven – Joshua 12:1-13:7 

     Big Idea: Like Israel, we must recognize both what God has already done and what He is still calling us to pursue 
in faith. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does remembering God’s past victories strengthen my faith for what is still unfinished 
in my life? Am I content with what God has already done, or am I willing to step forward in faith where He is still 
calling me? 
      Devotional: Deut. 7:1-2. 22, Ps. 77:11-12, Prov. 16:9, Phil. 1:6, Heb. 6:12 

Dwelling Well... 
1. Remember & Relate. Write God’s promises to Abram (Abraham) in Genesis 12:2-3. 

12:2 I will ____________________________  12:3 I will bless ____________________________ 
Make you a great nation     bless those who bless you 
12:2 I will ____________________________ 12:3 I will curse ____________________________ 
I will bless you      curse those who curse you 
12:2 I will ____________________________ 12:3 I will bless ____________________________ 
Make your name great      all families through you 
12:2 you will __________________________ 
Be a blessing 
Read and summarize Genesis 15:18-21 
 
 

2. Victory Remembered, Faith Strengthened (Josh. 12:7-24) Why is it important that Israel pauses to 
recount their victories? How does remembering God’s past work give us strength to trust Him for the future? 

Israel’s victories were not just about military success—they were proof of God’s power and 
promises. This reminds me to reflect on God’s faithfulness in my own life so that I don’t 
become discouraged when challenges remain ahead. 
 

3. Fear That Still Lingers (Josh. 12:4-5, Josh. 13:12-13) What does it reveal that even after great victories, 
Israel still left some enemies unconquered? How does this parallel our own struggle to fully trust God in every 
area of our lives? 

people of Geshur and Maakah (Josh. 13:13). Later, these very people would cause trouble for 
Israel, as Geshur became a refuge for Absalom (2 Sam. 13:37-38) 
I realize that partial obedience can leave room for future struggles. Israel’s unfinished 
battles challenge me to ask: Are there areas in my life where I am holding back from full 
trust and obedience? What “unfinished battles” might God be calling me to address? 
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4. Discovering God's Nature (Josh. 12:7, Josh. 13:6) What does this passage reveal about God as both 
warrior and provider? How does this deepen my trust in His leadership? 

God is both the One who fights for His people and the One who provides for them. He 
doesn’t just lead into battle; He gives lasting inheritance. This reminds me that I can trust 
Him not just for today’s struggles, but for my future as well. 
 

5. Not Done Yet (Josh. 13:1-2) God tells Joshua that "very much of the land remains to be possessed." What 
does this reminder from God show Israel? How does this teach me to be attentive and to keep moving 
forward in faith?  

Even after many victories, Israel still had more to claim. This reminds me that while God has 
already done great things in my life, He is not finished with me yet. I must not grow 
complacent but continue seeking His plans and promises. 
 
 

6. The God-Defined Boundaries (Josh. 13:3-6) What does it mean that God Himself set the borders of 
Israel’s inheritance? How does this teach us about trusting God's wisdom in what He gives—or withholds?  

God determined Israel’s land, just as He determines what is best for me. This challenges me 
to trust His boundaries in my life—where He places me, what He gives me, and even what 
He withholds—knowing His plans are always good. 
 
 

7. A Mission Bigger Than Borders (Gen. 12:1-3, Ps. 67:1-2) Israel’s land was given by divine command, but 
was it ever meant to be just for Israel? God told Abraham that his descendants would not only inherit the land, 
but also be a blessing to all nations (Gen. 12:3). Later, the psalmist declares, “May your ways be known on 
earth, your salvation among all nations” (Ps. 67:2). How does this passage help us see that Israel’s victories 
were about more than possession—they were part of God’s greater mission? What does this teach you about 
your attitude toward Israel today and your own mission as a child of God? 

Israel’s victories were about making God known, and I am called to do the same in my own 
life. 
 
 

8. Mission Beyond the Map. How many of the people groups or locations do you recognize from accounts 
that are yet to come in the history of Israel? Maybe you can think of events yet to come in the Foundational 
(Old) or even further ahead in the New Testament. Try to think of at least two other events and make some 
notes about them here about how God’s mission is unfolding across generations: 

 
 
 
 

9. Strong & Courageous (Josh. 13:7) Joshua is commanded to divide the land among the tribes, even before 
it is fully conquered. How does this act of faith challenge me to live as though God’s promises are already 
accomplished? 

Joshua didn’t wait for the land to be fully taken before assigning inheritances—he trusted 
God’s promise. This challenges me to walk in faith, living as if God’s word is already true in 
my life, because it is 
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 1.                     Pray for discernment 

 2.       Memorize  _________________ 

 3.       Simply Read Joshua 13:8-33 

   4.          Write the Word:  Psalm 27:13-14 

 5.   Community: Share one insight 

 6.    Worship ________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Five/Day Eight – Joshua 13:8-33 

     Big Idea: inheritance is not just about land; it is about trusting God’s provision, obeying His commands, and 
recognizing that He Himself is our greatest inheritance. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does Israel’s inheritance reveal both God’s faithfulness and His expectations for His 
people? How does this challenge me to see my own life as something given by God to be stewarded, not owned for 
myself? 
      Devotional: Num. 32:1-33, Deut. 10:8-9, Heb. 7:23-28 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. A Gift, Not a Reward (Josh. 13:8-13) How does the word inheritance (nachalah) shape our 

understanding of the land as something received rather than earned? What has God has entrusted to me? 
How should I live with this in mind? 

The land was not a reward for Israel’s strength but a gift from God. This challenges me to 
see that everything I have—my life, talents, resources—is not something I own but something I 
am called to steward for His glory. 
 

2. A Possession Left Unfinished (Josh. 13:13) This passage notes that some of the original inhabitants of 
the land remained because Israel did not drive them out. How does this pattern of incomplete obedience 
reappear in Israel’s history? What does this reveal about the dangers of not fully following God’s commands? 

When Israel failed to fully obey, those they left behind eventually led them into trouble. This 
challenges me to ask: Where in my life am I leaving areas of compromise instead of fully 
following God? 
 

3. From Curse to Calling (Gen.34; 49:5-7, Num. 18:20) See how this scene in Joshua has its roots in family 
history, violence, circumcision, and a tribal vendetta! Read Genesis 34. Then, fast forward to Jacob’s final 
words to his sons including Simeon and Levi. What does Jacob say would happen to them? (Gen. 49:7) 

 saying they would be scattered in Israel (Gen. 49:7). Yet, by the time of Joshua, the Levites 
had been set apart for priestly service rather than receiving land. How did their response 
during the golden calf incident change their future? What does this reveal about how God 
can redeem a broken past for His purposes?  
Read Numbers 18:20-24 and Deuteronomy 10:8-9. What does God promise the Levites?  
As I reflect, I see that God’s discipline is not about destruction, but transformation. The 
Levites went from being cursed to being called. This challenges me to trust that God can 
redeem even my failures. 
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4. The Levites’ Portion (Josh. 13:14, 33) What did the Levites receive? What does this tell you about God’s 
mercy and redemptive purposes? 

the Levites received no land inheritance. Instead, their portion was the Lord Himself. I see in 
this God’s grace and mercy and generosity in how He gave them something even better 
than a land inheritance. They didn’t deserve it, but He did it anyway.  
 

5. Borders Set by God (Josh. 13:23-29) Each tribe received a specific portion of land with defined borders. 
What does this teach about God’s authority in setting limits?  

God determined Israel’s inheritance, just as He determines my life’s boundaries. This reminds 
me that rather than striving for what is not mine, I should trust that God’s plan is good and 
sufficient. 
 
 

6. Map It. Locate and label the areas for Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh on your map. 
7. A Promise Kept, A Commitment Fulfilled (Josh. 13:8-33, Num. 32:1-33, Josh. 1:12-18) What had the 

tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh asked for? What conditions were set? 
to settle east of the Jordan, but their inheritance was conditional—they had to fight 
alongside their brothers before receiving it. Now, in Joshua 13, their promise is fulfilled, and 
they finally receive their land.  
 
 
What does this teach about faithfulness, obedience, and waiting on God’s timing?  
As I reflect, I see that these tribes had to prove their commitment before enjoying their 
inheritance. This challenges me to ask: Am I faithful in fulfilling what I’ve promised to God 
and others, even when it requires patience and sacrifice? 
 

8. A Greater Priest, a Greater Inheritance (Josh. 13:14, Deut. 10:8-9, Heb. 7:23-28) The Levites had no 
land inheritance—instead, God Himself was their portion. What does Hebrews teach about Jesus that relates 
to this passage? 

Later, Jesus, our High Priest, also had no earthly kingdom but offered a better inheritance 
(Heb. 7:26-27).  
 
What does this teach about where our true inheritance is found? 
As I reflect, I see that just as the Levites were set apart to serve God, Jesus, our High 
Priest, gives us an eternal inheritance. This challenges me to ask: Am I seeking security in 
temporary things, or do I see my greatest treasure in Christ? 
 
 

9. Strong & Courageous (Josh. 13:33) The Levites received no land, yet their portion was greater—God 
Himself. How does this passage challenge me to rethink what I consider to be my greatest treasure?  

The Levites remind me that my true inheritance is not material but spiritual. This challenges 
me to live as if God Himself is my greatest treasure, trusting that He is more than enough 
for me 
 
 
Create & Share – what can you add to your map today?.
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 1.                     Pray to honor God in your decisions 

 2.       Memorize  _________________ 

 3.       Simply Read Joshua 14:1-15 

   4.          Write the Word  Catch-up day 

 5.   Community How’s your StudyBuddy? 

 6.    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Five/Day Nine – Joshua 14:1-15 

     Big Idea: Joshua 14 records the division of the land among the tribes, but one 
man stands out—Caleb. At 85 years old, Caleb boldly claims Hebron, the land God 
promised him 45 years earlier. His unwavering faith and wholehearted trust in God 
demonstrate that inheritance is not just about receiving land—it’s about actively 
believing God’s promises and stepping forward in faith to claim them. 
  Ask as You Dwell: Am I actively stepping into what God has promised, or am I 
holding back? 
      Devotional: Gen. 15:18-21, Num. 13:30-33, Deut. 1:34-36, Ps. 37:3-6, Isa. 40:31, Heb. 
6:11-12 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Warrior Priest. (Josh. 14:1, Ex. 6:23-25, Num. 20:25-28) Eleazar plays a key 

role going forward. Who is he? What has been and now is his role? Read the 
passages and note as many details as you can about Eleazar: 

Eleazar means: ___________________________________ 
His Family: 
His name means “God has helped”, son of Aaron, brother to two dead priests (Nadab, Abihu) 
erved as Israel’s high priest after Aaron., The son of Aaron, who served as a priest and 
later became the High Priest after Aaron's death. His role was crucial in maintaining the 
priestly lineage and duties.  
Why do you think a priest, not just a military leader, was involved in the land distribution? How does this 
reinforce that God, not human effort, was the true source of Israel’s inheritance?  
As I reflect, I see that Eleazar’s presence reminds Israel that this land was not won by 
strength alone but was a gift from God. This challenges me to remember that every 
blessing I receive is ultimately from Him, not my own striving. 
 

2. Faith That Endures (Josh. 14:6-9) Caleb first saw Hebron 45 years earlier as one of the twelve spies 
(Num. 13:22, 30). While the others feared the giants, Caleb believed God’s promise and remained 
wholeheartedly faithful (Josh. 14:8-9). Now, at 85 years old, he is still strong and ready to take the land. What 
does Caleb’s patience and perseverance teach about trusting God’s timing? How can I remain faithful even 
when God’s promises take longer than I expect? 

As I reflect, I see that Caleb never wavered in trusting God, no matter how long it took. 
This challenges me to remain steadfast, knowing that God’s timing is always perfect 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

זָֹר  אֶלְעָֹ
(el-aw-zawr’) 

“Eleazar” – Derived from El 
meaning “God” and Azar 

meaning “has helped.” 

לֵב   כָֹ
(ka-lev’) 

“Caleb” – “wholehearted” 
reflecting complete 

devotion to God 
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3. A Different Spirit (Josh. 14:6-9, Num. 14:24) Caleb was described as having a different spirit because he 
fully followed the Lord (Num. 14:24). What set him apart from the other spies? What influence, if any, might 
others’ lack of trust in God impact me? How can I live set apart and strengthened in faith?  

While the other spies feared giants, Caleb focused on God's power. This challenges me to 
ask: Am I making decisions based on fear or on faith in what God has promised? 
 
 
 

4. Give Me This Mountain (Josh. 14:10-12) At 85 years old, Caleb did not ask for an easy inheritance—he 
asked for the hill country of Hebron, where the Anakim still lived. What does this reveal about Caleb’s faith? 
How can I be more bold in God’s promises rather than seeking comfort? 

Caleb didn’t ask for land already conquered—he was willing to fight for what God had 
promised. This challenges me to trust God fully and step forward in faith, even when the 
path is difficult. 
 
 

5. Strong at 85 (Josh. 14:11, Isa. 40:31) Caleb declares that he is as strong at 85 as he was at 40. What does 
this reveal about how faith affects perseverance? How does trusting God strengthen us spiritually even when 
we grow older?  

Caleb’s strength was not just physical—it was rooted in unwavering faith. This challenges me 
to invest in spiritual endurance, knowing that those who wait on the Lord will renew their 
strength (Isa. 40:31). 
 
 

6. A Promised Inheritance, A Conquered Land (Josh. 14:13-15) Caleb received Hebron, but he still had 
to drive out the Anakim (Josh. 15:13-14). Why do you think God required him to fight for what was promised? In 
what ways should I follow the example of Caleb today? Or should I? 

Caleb understood that God's promises require action. This challenges me to ask: Am I willing 
to step forward in faith, or am I waiting for everything to be easy before I obey? 
 
 

7. Discovering God's Nature (Josh. 14:9, Heb. 6:11-12) Caleb’s faith rested on God’s promise—he never 
doubted that God would fulfill His word. How does this passage reveal God’s faithfulness to those who trust 
Him? Do I live like I have this same certainty? Why or why not? 

God keeps His promises, but He calls me to endure in faith. This reminds me that 
perseverance is part of receiving His promises, and I want to trust Him with all my heart. 
 
 

8. Strong & Courageous (Josh. 14:12) Caleb boldly said, “Give me this mountain.” How would it look in my life 
today to pursue God’s calling with the same boldness, rather than settling for what is easy?  

Caleb didn’t shrink back—he pursued God’s promises fearlessly. This challenges me to ask: 
Am I stepping forward in faith, or am I holding back because the path looks difficult? I 
want to be strong and courageous like Caleb.  
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                      Pray...for your Grace Group          Memorize: ____________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Five/Day Ten - Create & Share 

Mapping the Journey of Faith  
As we close this lesson, I want to invite you into a different way of engaging with the story of 
Joshua—not just as a geographical conquest but as a journey of faith, courage, and perseverance. 
When we look at a traditional map, we see locations pinned, battles fought, victories won, and land 
divided. 
But what if we could map not just places but pathos—the emotions, struggles, and triumphs of faith 
along the way? 
What if instead of just seeing a city named on a map, we could see what it felt like to stand at 
Jericho... 

to cry out at Ai 
to stand in awe as the sun stood still at Gibeon or 
to step forward like Caleb and declare, "Give me this mountain"? 

This is your challenge: 
Create a "Map of Faith"—a visual representation of what it has looked like to be strong and 
courageous in Joshua 10-14. 
Consider: 

Highs & Lows: Use symbols, colors, or textures to show where faith was tested, where 
fear crept in, and where trust in God led to victory. 
Moments of Courage: Highlight Gibeon’s plea for help, Joshua’s bold prayer for the sun to 
stand still, and Caleb’s declaration at 85 years old. 
Obedience & Consequences: How do you depict the faithfulness of Caleb versus the 
lingering enemies Israel failed to remove? 
God’s Presence: Show where God directly intervened—raining hailstones, stopping the sun, 
fighting for Israel. 

This can be as creative as you want it to be—a physical map, a digital design, a series of journaled 
reflections, a timeline with emotions attached. 
 
Be Bold—Engage With the Story! 
Joshua and his generation lived these battles in real time—just like we live our own journeys of faith 
today. 

What does your "Map of Faith" look like? 
Where have you seen God move powerfully? 
Where have you wrestled with fear or doubt? 
Where is He calling you to step forward and claim His promises today? 

Bring your creation and share as we come together in the next lesson. 
 
Together, let’s see not just the geography of your journey, but the faithfulness of the God who has 
walked with you every step of the way.



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

  

Joshua 15:1-20:9 

Faith to Possess 
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Grace Group 
  

Open with prayer then recite memory verse from the previous lesson. 
 

Got Questions? If you have a question left unanswered or needing more 
clarification, this is a great time to make a note of it and share in the Q&R 

time following teaching. 
 

Thinking Back to Lesson 5 

DAY PAGES   

1... 111-112 Share something you learned, loved, or were 
encouraged by from the previous message and/or 
Grace Group time. 
 

2... 115-116 Share any of your notes, questions, or comments 

Share Your Responses... 

3... 117-118 #’s 1, 6, and 7 
4... 119-120 #’s 1, 4, and 7 
5... 121-122 #’s 5, 9, and 10 
6... 123-124 #’s 5, 6, and 9 
7... 125-126 #’s 3, 8, and 9 
8... 127-128 #’s 1, 4, and 9 
9... 129-130 #’s 1, 4, and 8 

10... 131-132 Create & Share 
 
Up Next: Teaching 
 
We believe God hears, sees, knows, and is ready to answer us 

and guide us when we pray. 
 

Pray as you transition from Group to Teaching time for 
our fellowship to be God-honoring and focused on His 

word. 
 

 

                     
You are loved and prayed for! 
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Teaching Time - Joshua 10:1-14:15 - Courage to Claim Promises 
RESOURCES: 🔗Twelve Tribes Map   🔗Listen to this Message 

Access these links when you open the lesson on your computer, tablet, or phone. 

  

Watch/Listen to this message on the “Dwelling Richly” podcast. 
Notes/Handout for this message ChurchCenter group or 
LaMiradaChurch.com/DwellingRichly 

https://www.bible.ca/maps/maps-master-archeological-bible-study-borders-twelve-12-tribes-israel-promised-division-divided-land-joshua13-22-conquest-1400BC.jpg
https://www.jennifergrichmond.com/teaching/?sermon_series=joshua-strong-courageous
https://www.youtube.com/c/JenniferRichmond
https://www.lamiradachurch.com/dwelling-richly/
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Day by Day 
Lesson overview 
Use the checklist to help you plan your time with God - “TWiG Time” 

 

  

 My Dates Day  
March 19 1 Grace Groups & Teaching, Review 

Lesson 5, Joshua 10:1-14:15  
  READ WRITE 

 
______________________ 

2   Joshua 15:1-20:9 Psalm73 

 
______________________ 

3 Joshua 15:1-63 Psalm 73:1-4 

 
______________________ 

4 Joshua 16:1-19 Psalm 73:5-9 

 
______________________ 

5 Joshua 17:1-18 Psalm 73:10-12 

 
______________________ 

6 Joshua 18:1-10 Psalm 73:13-17 

 
______________________ 

7 Joshua 18:11-19:23 Psalm 73:18-21 

 
______________________ 

8 Joshua 19:24-51 Psalm 73:22-25 

 
______________________ 

9 Joshua 20:1-9 Psalm 73:26-28 

 
______________________ 

10 Create & Share 

April 2 14 Grace Groups & Teaching 
Review Lesson 6 

 

...Memorize & Meditate... ...Write the Word... 
 

Whom have I in heaven but you? 
    And there is nothing on earth 

that I desire besides you. 
My flesh and my heart may fail, 
    but God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion forever. 

 
Psalm 73:1-28 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%2015%3A1-63%2C%2016%3A1-19%2C%2017%3A1-18%2C%2018%3A1-10%2C%2018%3A11-19%3A23%2C%2019%3A24-51%2C%2020%3A1-9&version=ESV
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My Heart to Yours... 
 
So, when I first sat down to write this lesson, I had a moment of “What on earth have I 
gotten myself into?!” Joshua 15–20? Pages and pages of land allotments? City names I 
can barely pronounce? How am I supposed to write a thoughtful and engaging study 
on this? 
I paused. I took a breath. I prayed. And this is what actually popped into my mind:. 

"Every word of God is alive and active, sharper than any two-edged sword." 
(Hebrews 4:12) 

Every word. Not just the epic battles or the miraculous signs. Not just the stories that 
make my heart race or bring tears to my eyes. But also the boundaries, the borders, the 
lists of cities—every single word is alive. 
So I did what I hope you will do in this lesson: I pressed in. I prayed, "Lord, help me see 
what You see. Help me love this part of Your Word like You do." 
And wow—did He answer that prayer! 

I saw Caleb, at 85 years old, still fighting giants because his faith was bigger than 
his fear. 
I saw Achsah, boldly asking for more, because she knew her father’s heart. 
I imagined a manslayer running for his life, desperate for mercy—and I saw how 
we, too, run to Christ for refuge. 
I saw Joshua, waiting until last to take his inheritance, choosing land others 
rejected—and I thought of Jesus, who humbled Himself and took the lowest place 
for our sake. 

This lesson, which at first felt like my least favorite part of history class in middle school - 
geographical notes – lit up and I saw what I hope you’ll see...a vibrant tapestry of God’s 
faithfulness—every city, every border, every tribe placed exactly where He intended – 
woven together to help us see Him, know Him, love Him even more. 
 
So, as you begin this study, I challenge you: Press in. Don’t skim. Pray for fresh eyes. 
Ask yourself: 

Why did God put this here? 
How does this reveal His faithfulness? 
Where do I see Jesus in this? 
 

And if you find yourself thinking, “I don’t know how this applies to me”—pray. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to open your eyes to what He wants to teach you. 
 
I promise—if you do, you will walk away from this lesson saying, on repeat: 

“But for me it is good to be near God; 
    I have made the Lord God my refuge, 
    that I may tell of all your works” 
(Psalm 73:28) 

 
I pray that you’ll enjoy this lesson with that as your desire, “to be near God” so that you 
will be able to “tell of all His works.” That’s why we’re here, after all, right? 

Eyes on Him,  
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                     Pray for your Grace Group 

       Memorize: Psalm 73:25-26 

       Simply Read: (See Below) 

            Write the Word: (Starts Day 3) 

   Community:  Say “Hi!” in our group. 

    Worship: ______________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Six/Day Two – Joshua 15:1-20:9 

Introduction: God’s faithfulness unfolds in every boundary line, city, and inheritance recorded in Joshua 15–20. 
These passages may seem like simple land divisions, but they reveal God’s precision, justice, and grace. As we 
study, we’ll see His hand at work—establishing His people and pointing to His greater redemptive plan. 
  Ask as you dwell: How does God’s careful distribution of the land reflect His faithfulness? What does this 
teach me about His sovereign plan for my life? 

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate: Think back to Lesson 5. Review your notes from the message or Grace Groups. What 

is one insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 10:1-14:15? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Ready to Worship: As you read and dwell through each day’s passage, use the line above (Worship) to 
write the name of a worship song, hymn, or chorus that come to mind. Remember, our goal is to “let the Word 
of Christ dwell in us richly...”  Thinking about worship as you read is one way to do that! 

Dwelling in the Word... 
WRITE ONE question or difficulty that occurs to you after reading each passage. Also, note essentials (who, what, 
when, where), truths about God, repeated phrases, Torah connections or foreshadows of the New Covenant. 
3.      Day Three Reading: Joshua 15:1-63 

Judah’s inheritance, the first of the tribal land allotments. Caleb’s portion (15:13-19) stands out—he drives 
out the Anakim and gives his daughter, Achsah, in marriage to Othniel. Achsah boldly asks for more—
requesting springs of water along with her land. The list of cities (15:20-63) establishes Judah’s 
boundaries but notes that Jerusalem remains unconquered (15:63). Why couldn’t the tribe of Judah 
fully drive out the Jebusites from Jerusalem, even though Caleb successfully removed the Anakim? 
 

4.      Day Four Reading: Joshua 16:1-9 
land inheritance of Joseph’s descendants—Ephraim and Manasseh. Ephraim’s boundary is clearly 
defined, but there’s a significant issue—they didn’t drive out the Canaanites in Gezer (16:10). The 
Canaanites remained in the land but were forced into labor. Why did Ephraim allow the Canaanites to 
stay instead of fully obeying God’s command to drive them out? 
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5.      Day Five Reading: Joshua 17:1-18 
This passage focuses on Manasseh’s inheritance, both for its male heirs and Zelophehad’s daughters 
(who previously asked for land in Numbers 27:1-11). 
The Manassites fail to drive out the Canaanites in their territory (17:12-13). 
Ephraim and Manasseh complain to Joshua that they need more land because they are numerous. 
Joshua challenges them to clear the forested hill country and drive out the Canaanites instead of 
seeking an easy solution (17:14-18). 
Key Question: Why do Joseph’s descendants demand more land instead of taking full possession of 
what they were already given? 
 

6.      Day Six Reading: Joshua 18:1-10 
The tabernacle is set up in Shiloh (18:1), the first centralized worship site for Israel. 
Seven tribes have not yet received their inheritance, and Joshua rebukes them for being slow to take 
possession of the land. 
Joshua sends surveyors to map out the remaining land and distributes it by lot. 
Key Question: Why did it take so long for these tribes to step forward and claim their inheritance? 
 
 

7.      Day Seven Reading: Joshua 18:11-19:23 
The inheritance of Benjamin, Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, and Asher is described. 
Benjamin’s land is strategically located—nestled between Judah and Ephraim. 
Simeon’s inheritance is inside Judah’s land (19:1-9), fulfilling Jacob’s prophecy in Genesis 49:7 that Simeon 
would be scattered in Israel. 
Key Question: What was the significance of Benjamin’s central location between two dominant tribes? 
 
 

8.      Day Eight Reading: Joshua 19:24-51 
The inheritance of Naphtali, Dan, and Joshua himself is described. 
The Danites struggle to claim their land, later abandoning it and migrating north (Judges 18). 
Joshua waits until last to receive his inheritance—he chooses Timnath-Serah, a place others didn’t want (19:49-50). 
Key Question: 
What does Joshua’s decision to take his land last reveal about his leadership and character? 
 
 
 

9.      Day Nine Reading: Joshua 20:1-9 
God commands Israel to set up six cities of refuge, where those guilty of unintentional 
killing can find safety. 
These cities are evenly distributed across Israel for accessibility. 
The manslayer is only safe if he stays within the city until the death of the High Priest 
(20:6). 
How do the Cities of Refuge foreshadow Christ as our ultimate place of safety? 
 
 
 

10.      Create & Share – This is a good time to look ahead to Day Ten, “Create & Share.”  
Connect today with a study buddy         
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                     Pray for your Grace Group 

       Memorize: Psalm 73:25-26 

       Simply Read: Joshua 15:1-63 

            Write the Word: Psalm 73:1-4 

   Community: Share a question you have so far. 
    Worship: __________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Six/Day Three – Joshua 15:1-63 

     Big Idea: God’s faithfulness is in the big picture of redemption down to the 
smallest boundary lines of our inheritance. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does the detailed fulfillment of Judah’s inheritance 
strengthen my trust in God’s promises? 
      Devotional: Genesis 49:8-12; Numbers 14:24; 2 Samuel 5:1-5; Matthew 1:1-6 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Rewind & Relate Read Genesis 49:8-12—Judah’s “family blessing” from 

Jacob. What did Jacob say about Judah’s future? Now, read Joshua 15:1. Why is 
it a big deal that Judah gets their inheritance first? Dig Deeper! Read 2 Samuel 
5:1-5 and Revelation 5:5 and note the incredible connection! 
Jacob’s blessing in Genesis 49:8-12 promised Judah leadership and a 
future ruler. In Joshua 15:1, Judah receives their inheritance first—
fulfilling that promise. 2 Samuel 5:1-5 confirms David’s kingship, and 
Revelation 5:5 reveals Jesus as the Lion of Judah. This isn’t just 
land division—it’s God’s redemptive plan unfolding! 
BONUS!! Q: How awesome is God? A: ______________________________ 

2. Mapping Judah’s Territory (Joshua 15:1-12) Time to grab your map! Look 
at Judah’s borders and key cities like Hebron, Jerusalem, and Kiriath-Sepher. What do you notice about 
Judah’s placement? Read Numbers 34:1-12. How do Judah’s borders align with the original boundaries of the 
Promised Land? 
Judah’s territory includes strategic cities like Hebron and Jerusalem. It stretches from the 
wilderness in the south to the hill country and reaches toward the sea. This reminds me 
that God had already set these boundaries long before, showing His faithfulness in fulfilling 
His promises. 

3. Psalm 73 Connection Read Psalm 73:1-4. Asaph begins by affirming that God is good, but immediately 
wrestles with what seems unfair. Now, read Joshua 15:13-14. Caleb finally receives his inheritance, but it comes 
with a challenge—driving out the Anakim! What do these passages teach us about trusting God’s goodness, 
even when His blessings come with battles? 
Psalm 73:1 reminds me that God is good to His people, even when things don’t seem easy. 
Caleb was given an inheritance, but it wasn’t problem-free—he still had to fight for it! This 
challenges me to remember that God’s blessings sometimes require effort and faithfulness. 
Instead of questioning why things are hard, I want to trust that God’s goodness is always at 
work. 
 

Learning Hebrew 

 גְבוּל
(guh-vhool) – Josh. 15:1 – 

Boundary, border – 
Highlights God’s intention 

al placement of His people. 
ן  נָֹת 

(na-TAN) – Josh. 15:13 – To 
give, deliver, hand over 

נָֹק  ע 
Anakim, giants (Josh. 15:14) 

– Refers to the race of 
formidable warriors in 

Canaan, first mentioned in 
Numbers 13:33 when the 
spies feared them. Caleb, 

however, boldly drove 
them out. 
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4. A Land of Promise Fulfilled (Joshua 15:13-19) You know that moment when you finally get something 
you’ve been waiting for? That’s Caleb’s moment here. Read Joshua 15:13-14. What stands out about his 
inheritance? Read Numbers 14:24. Why was this specific land given to him? 
Caleb’s inheritance wasn’t just any land—it was Hebron, the stronghold of the Anakim (giants). 
Caleb had been one of the two spies who trusted God 45 years earlier (Numbers 14:24), 
and now he was taking hold of what God had promised. His story reminds me that God 
rewards faithfulness, even when the wait is long. 

5. Facing the Giants (Joshua 15:14) Let’s talk about the elephant (or should I say giant?) in the room. Read 
Joshua 15:14. The Anakim were the same giants that terrified Israel in Numbers 13:33. How does Caleb’s 
response compare to the ten spies? Read Romans 8:31. What does this teach us about facing challenges? 
The ten spies saw the giants and ran. Caleb saw the giants and ran at them. Romans 8:31 
reminds me that if God is for me, nothing can stand against me. Caleb’s courage challenges 
me to trust in God’s power rather than focus on obstacles. 

6. Achsah’s Bold Ask (Joshua 15:19)  Ever had the nerve to ask for something really big? Achsah did. Read 
Joshua 15:19. She says, “Give me a blessing.” This is the only recorded instance of a woman making such a bold 
request in Scripture. Compare this to Judges 1:15, Genesis 32:26, and 1 Chronicles 4:10. What do these passages 
reveal about asking for God’s blessings? 
Achsah wasn’t content with just land—she wanted springs of water for provision. Like Jacob 
wrestling for a blessing (Genesis 32:26) and Jabez asking God to enlarge his territory (1 
Chronicles 4:10), Achsah’s boldness shows faith in God’s provision. This challenges me to ask 
God boldly for what I need, trusting in His goodness. 
I wrote a blog post inspired by Achsah. You can read that here: Asking Like Achsah. 

7. Jerusalem – The City That Wasn’t Conquered (Joshua 15:63) Read Joshua 15:63. What’s the deal 
with the Jebusites still living in Jerusalem? Read 2 Samuel 5:6-7. Who eventually takes the city, and why is this 
significant? 
Joshua 15:63 tells us that Judah could not drive out the Jebusites, meaning Jerusalem 
remained unconquered. It wasn’t until David took the city (2 Samuel 5:6-7) that it became 
Israel’s capital and the center of worship. This reminds me that some of God’s promises 
unfold over generations—just because something hasn’t happened yet doesn’t mean God isn’t 
working toward it. 

8. God’s Faithfulness in Judah’s Inheritance (Joshua 15:1-63) Read Joshua 15:1-63 with this question in 
mind: “What does this passage teach me about God’s character?” Write down three observations. 
1) God keeps His promises—Judah receives the land just as God foretold in Genesis 49. 
2) God rewards faithfulness—Caleb’s inheritance proves that trusting God leads to blessing. 
3) God is patient—Jerusalem wasn’t conquered yet, but God’s plan was still unfolding. 
 
 
 

9. Strong & Courageous: Joshua 15 records the fulfillment of God’s promises to Judah. How does seeing 
God’s faithfulness in the past help you trust Him for the future? What is one way you can take a step of faith 
today? 
Seeing how God fulfilled His promises to Judah reminds me that He will also be faithful in 
my life. Even when I don’t see the whole picture, I can trust that He is working. This week, I 
will take a step of faith by [specific personal application] . 
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                     Pray for your family 

       Memorize: Psalm 73:25-26 

       Simply Read:  Joshua 16:1-19 

            Write the Word:  Psalm 73:5-9 

   Community: Connect with the group today 

    Worship __________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Six/Day Four – Joshua 16:1-19  

      Big Idea: The inheritance of Ephraim reminds us that our placement in God’s 
plan is purposeful—even when we don’t fully see the picture yet 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does seeing God assign land help me trust His 
direction in my own life? 

       Devotional: Genesis 48:13-20; Numbers 27:1-11; Deuteronomy 33:13-17; Isaiah 
28:1-3; Acts 17:26 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Rewind & Relate: Ephraim’s Surprising Blessing (Genesis 48:13-20) Read 

Genesis 48:13-20. What unexpected thing happened when Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons, Manasseh and 
Ephraim? Now, read Joshua 16:1-4. How does this inheritance confirm what Jacob foretold? 
Jacob switched his hands, giving the greater blessing to the younger son, Ephraim, instead 
of Manasseh. Now, in Joshua 16, Ephraim receives its inheritance before Manasseh—even 
though Manasseh was the older brother. This reminds me that God’s plans often don’t 
follow human expectations. He exalts the humble and works through unexpected people (1 
Corinthians 1:27). 
 

2. Mapping the Inheritance (Joshua 16:5-9) Refer to the map of Israel you drew in Lesson Two. Locate the 
borders of Ephraim and key cities, including Taanath-Shiloh. What do you notice about Ephraim’s placement? 
How might being close to Israel’s worship center have shaped the tribe? 
Ephraim’s land is centrally located, bordering Shiloh, which would soon house the Tabernacle 
(Joshua 18:1). This means they had easy access to worship and spiritual leadership. Being 
near God’s presence was a privilege—but also a responsibility. It reminds me that the closer I 
am to God’s Word and His presence, the greater my accountability to live faithfully. 
 

3.  Taanath-Shiloh – The Approach to Worship (Joshua 16:6) Read Joshua 16:6. The name Taanath-
Shiloh means “approach to Shiloh.” Why might this city have been significant to those traveling to worship? 
Read Deuteronomy 12:5-7. How does this help us understand why location matters in God’s plan? 
Shiloh became Israel’s first central place of worship. Taanath-Shiloh, a city near it, was likely 
a key route for worshippers. Deuteronomy 12:5-7 says God chose a specific place for His 
people to bring offerings and rejoice before Him. This reminds me that God doesn’t just 
call us to worship in general—He calls us to draw near to Him in specific ways and places. 
 

 

Learning Hebrew 

אֲנ ת שִׁלו   תּ 
(Taanath-Shiloh) – 

Approach to Shiloh (Josh. 
16:6) – A city near the early 

worship center of Israel, 
showing Ephraim’s 
proximity to God’s 

presence. 
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4. God’s Precision in Our Placement Read Joshua 16:1-9 and Acts 17:26. What does this teach us about 
God’s sovereignty over where we live and serve? How should this shape our perspective on where God has 
placed us? 
Acts 17:26 says God “determined the allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 
place.” Just as Ephraim was placed near Shiloh for a reason, my placement in my family, 
church, and community is not random. Instead of wondering why I’m here, I should ask, how 
can I serve God where He’s placed me? 
 
 
 

5.  Inheritance is a Gift—Not a Right (Joshua 16:4) Read Joshua 16:4. The Hebrew word nachalah 
means “inheritance.” How is receiving an inheritance different from earning wages? Read Ephesians 1:11-14. 
How does Ephraim’s inheritance reflect the way we receive our inheritance in Christ? 
An inheritance isn’t something I work for—it’s something I receive because of who I belong 
to. Ephraim didn’t claim the land on their own; it was given (nachalah). In the same way, 
Ephesians 1:11-14 says we have an inheritance in Christ—not by our works, but by God’s grace. 
This reminds me to live with gratitude and responsibility for the blessings God has given me. 
 
 
 

6.  Psalm 73 Connection – Trusting God's Plan Read Psalm 73:5-9. Asaph describes the wicked as 
people who seem to have no struggles. Now, read Joshua 16:1-9. Ephraim was given land near Shiloh, where 
the Tabernacle was set up. They were physically close to God’s presence—but as history unfolds, Ephraim 
often strays into idolatry. What lesson does this teach us about being near God’s presence without truly 
seeking Him? 
Just like Asaph struggled to understand why the wicked prosper, Ephraim had every 
spiritual advantage but still wandered from God. This challenges me to ask: Am I just near 
spiritual things (church, Bible study, prayer), or am I truly seeking God? Do I let doubt pull 
me away, or do I press into God’s presence to find clarity, like Asaph in Psalm 73? 
 
 
 
. 
 

7.  Strong & Courageous: God placed Ephraim near the center of Israel’s worship for a reason. Where has 
He placed you? How can you be faithful with the opportunities He’s given you? 
Just as Ephraim’s location came with both blessings and responsibility, I know that God has 
placed me in my family, church, and community for a purpose. Instead of longing to be 
somewhere else, I want to be faithful right where I am. This week, I will take one step to 
serve God where He has placed me 
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                     Pray to want what God wants 

       Memorize:  Psalm 73:25-26 
       Simply Read:  Joshua 10:29-43 

            Write the Word: Psalm 73:10-12 

   Community Encourage a Grace Group member 

    Worship _________________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Six/Day Five – Joshua 17:1-18 

     Big Idea: True rest is not just ceasing from battle but living in complete 
dependence on the One who fights for us. 
  Ask as You Dwell: What is true rest worth to me? What am I willing to 
surrender—or embrace—to experience the lasting rest that only God provides? 
      Devotional: Gen. 2:2-3, Ex. 33:14, Deut. 12:10, Ps. 62:1-2, Matt. 11:28-30, Heb. 4:8-11 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Rewind & Relate: The Daughters Who Spoke Up (Numbers 27:1-11) 

Read Joshua 17:3-6. Five sisters—Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah—
receive an inheritance. But their story started earlier. Read Numbers 27:1-11. 
What did these women do that was bold? What does this reveal about God's 
justice and grace? 
These five sisters boldly approached Moses, asking for an 
inheritance even though, by law, only sons inherited land. God 
upheld their request, ensuring justice. Now, in Joshua 17, they finally 
receive what was promised. This reminds me that God sees, hears, and provides for those 
who step forward in faith. Am I willing to boldly trust God when I see something that needs 
to be made right? 
 
 

2. Mapping the Inheritance (Joshua 17:7-13) Look at your map and locate Manasseh’s land. Notice how it 
spreads on both sides of the Jordan. Why is this unique? How does this position affect their challenges? 
Manasseh is divided—part of the tribe settles west of the Jordan in Canaan, and part 
remains east of the Jordan (Transjordan). This split made them vulnerable to division, 
distraction, and outside influences. Their inheritance was large, but they struggled to fully 
claim it. This makes me think: Has God given me something that I haven’t fully taken hold of 
yet? Am I living in partial obedience? 

3. "We Deserve More!" (Joshua 17:14) What complaint do the people of Joseph (Ephraim & Manasseh) 
bring to Joshua? How does their attitude contrast with Caleb’s request in Joshua 14:6-12? 
The people of Joseph claim they are “a great people” and deserve more land. But instead 
of stepping out in faith like Caleb, they want an easier inheritance. This challenges me to 
ask: Do I demand more from God without using what He’s already given me? Instead of 
waiting for something “better,” I need to be faithful with what’s in front of me. 
 

Learning Hebrew 

ב  רָֹ

(rav) – Great, numerous, 
abundant (Josh. 17:14) – 

Manasseh claims they are “a 
great people” but struggles to 
fully claim their land. Do they 

trust their size, or do they trust 
God? 

א   בֵרָֹ
(bera’) – To clear, cut down 
(Josh. 17:15) – Joshua tells 
them to clear the forest to 

make room for their 
inheritance—a call to work for 

what God has given rather 
than passively expecting more 
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4. Clear the Forest (Joshua 17:15-18) What solution does Joshua give to Manasseh’s complaint? What does 
this reveal about faith and action? 
Instead of giving them more land, Joshua tells them to clear the forests and drive out the 
Canaanites. Their issue wasn’t a lack of land—it was a lack of faith and effort. This 
reminds me that sometimes I pray for more when God has already given me what I need—I 
just have to step out in obedience. 
 
 
 
 
 

5. The Forest and the Fight (Joshua 17:14-18). The descendants of Joseph wanted more land, but Joshua 
told them to clear the forests and drive out the Canaanites. Imagine standing at the edge of that dense forest, 
knowing giants live beyond it. What emotions would you feel? Describe what the forest represents to you 
spiritually. Is there something God is calling you to “clear” that seems too overwhelming? Draw, journal, or 
map out what it means to “clear the forest” in your own walk with God. 
The forest represents the unknown, the hard work of obedience, and the faith required to 
take what God has already given. I see areas in my life where I want God to hand me the 
blessing, but He is calling me to step forward and do the work. This passage reminds me 
that fear and obstacles should not keep me from moving forward in faith. 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Learning Hebrew – א רָׁ  ,Clearing the Way (Joshua 17:15) The Hebrew word bera’ means “to clear :(’bera) בֵּ
cut down.” Why do you think Joshua told them to clear the forest instead of giving them new land? How does 
this connect to our spiritual growth? 
Joshua was teaching them to work for what God had given them. Sometimes, I want the 
easy path, but spiritual growth requires clearing away distractions, sin, and complacency. 
Just like they had to clear the land, I need to clear space in my life to fully walk in what 
God has for me. 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Strong & Courageous: Joshua told Manasseh to stop waiting for an easier way and start clearing the land 
they had. What’s one area in my life where I need to stop waiting and start stepping out in faith? 
God has already given me everything I need to grow—I just need to take action. This week, I 
will [specific step—prayer, forgiveness, serving, sharing my faith, etc.] instead of waiting 
for “perfect conditions.” 
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                     Pray for your church 

       Memorize:  Psalm 73:25-26 

       Simply Read:  Joshua 18:1-10 

            Write the Word: Psalm 73:13-17 

   Community: Share an idea or insight 

    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Six/Day Six – Joshua 18:1-10 

     Big Idea: God’s promises are abundant, but they require faith and action to fully 
take hold. Manasseh’s inheritance reminds us that hesitation, fear, or entitlement 
can keep us from walking in all that God has given us. 
  Ask as You Dwell: What might be holding me back from fully stepping into 
what God has for me? 
      Devotional: Numbers 33:50-56; Deuteronomy 1:21-26; Hebrews 4:1-11; Acts 17:26 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate: The Tent of Meeting (Exodus 33:7-11; Numbers 9:15-23) 

Read Joshua 18:1. What does this verse tell us about the Tent of Meeting? Where 
was it before this? Read Exodus 33:7-11. What was the purpose of the Tent of 
Meeting? How did God use it to communicate with Moses and the people? Read 
Numbers 9:15-23. What guided Israel in moving the Tent of Meeting, and how 
does this help us understand why it was now being set up in Shiloh? 
The Tent of Meeting was where God’s presence dwelled and where He 
met with His people. It was originally outside the camp (Exodus 33) and 
later moved with the Israelites as they traveled. Numbers 9 explains that 
Israel followed the cloud of God’s presence wherever it led them. Now that they were in the 
Promised Land, God led them to establish it at Shiloh, which would become Israel’s first major worship 
center. This teaches me that true worship is centered on God’s presence, not just a location. 

2. First Mention – Shiloh (Joshua 18:1) This is the first time Shiloh is mentioned in Scripture, and the first time 
“tent of meeting” is mentioned in Joshua. Look at a Bible map to locate Shiloh. What do you notice about its 
location in relation to the tribes of Israel, and why might this location be important for setting up the Tent of 
Meeting? 
Shiloh was located in Ephraim, near the geographical center of Israel. This made it accessible for all 
the tribes to come and worship. It was also a peaceful, elevated location—ideal for a place of worship. 
This reminds me that where God establishes His presence, He also expects faithfulness. Am I actively 
seeking His presence in my daily life? 

3. Delayed Obedience (Joshua 18:3) Why do you think the seven tribes were “slack/lazy/putting off taking 
their land? What does Joshua’s question in verse 3 reveal about their mindset?  

Joshua’s rebuke—“How long will you put off going in to take possession of the land?”—implies that the delay was not due to external 
obstacles but internal hesitation. Perhaps they were afraid, uncertain, or simply passive. I wonder how often I do the same—knowing 
what God has called me to do but postponing action because of fear, comfort, or doubt. This passage challenges me to identify 
areas where I need to act in obedience rather than waiting for the “perfect” moment. 
 
 
 

 

Learning Hebrew 

  שִׁילֹה
Shiloh (“shee-lo” (Josh. 18:1) – 
Meaning “to be at rest” or “to 
be tranquil.” From the root 
word “shalah.” First mention of 
Shiloh.It would become Israel’s 
first central place of worship, 
where the Tabernacle and Ark 
of the Covenant would remain 
for centuries. 
 

ה פָֹ  רָֹ

raphah – To be slack, to relax 
(Josh. 18:3) – Joshua rebukes 
the Israelites for being slow to 
take possession of the land. 
This word often describes a 
lack of resolve or hesitation. 
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4. Writing the Land – A Step of Faith (Joshua 18:4-6) What was the purpose of sending men to survey 
and describe the land? How did this process require faith? 
Joshua commanded three men from each tribe to explore, document, and divide the land 
before lots were cast. This was an act of faith—God had already given the land, but the 
people needed to step into the process of claiming it. Sometimes, faith means taking 
practical steps toward what God has already promised. Where in my life is God calling me 
to prepare for His promises before I see them fully realized? 

5. Divine Appointment – Before the Lord (Joshua 18:6-10) The phrase “before the Lord” appears here 
for the first time in Joshua. Where does this phrase appear again in verses 8 and 10? What does this tell us 
about who was truly distributing the land? 
The inheritance of the land was not determined by human leaders alone but by God 
Himself. The phrase "before the Lord" emphasizes that the division of the land was an act 
of worship and submission to God’s will. This reminds me that my own plans and decisions 
should also be surrendered before the Lord, trusting Him to guide my steps. 

6. Respond to one of the following: 

Joshua 18:1 The Tent of Meeting was set up in Shiloh, 
becoming the center of Israel’s worship for 
generations. Think about the role of Shiloh—why was 
it important for future generations? 
How can you create a “Shiloh” in your home—a place 
where God is honored and His presence is central? 
Consider also Deuteronomy 6:4-9. What role could  
daily habits—prayer, worship, Scripture reading play 
in your family? 
Shiloh was meant to be a place where future 
generations could encounter God. My home 
should be a place where faith is not just talked 
about but lived out. I will intentionally create 
moments of worship, prayer, and teaching, so 
my children and grandchildren know that God’s 
presence is the foundation of our lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua 18:3-6. Joshua rebukes the seven tribes for 
delaying and then gives clear instructions to move 
forward. As a leader, what can you learn from Joshua’s 
approach? 
How can you engage with those you lead who are 
reluctant, passive, or afraid to take the next step? 
Consider 2 Timothy 1:6-7. 
As a leader, I need to be both direct and faith-
driven like Joshua. When I see hesitation, I shouldn’t 
ignore it—I should call it out with love and provide 
guidance that moves people forward in obedience. 
I will be intentional in leading with both truth and 
faith, trusting that God is guiding the way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Strong & Courageous: Joshua 18 records a pivotal moment where God’s people finally moved forward in 
faith. What “land” in my life might Joshua urge me to step forward and claim? What is one practical step I can 
take this week to walk in obedience? 
Joshua’s challenge—“How long will you put off…?”—is piercing. I need to examine where I have 
been delaying obedience. Maybe it’s a step of faith in my calling, letting go of a past 
failure, or trusting God in a difficult situation. This week, I will take one intentional step 
forward, knowing that God has already made the way? 
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                     Pray for patience. 

       Memorize: Psalm 73:25-26 

       Simply Read: Joshua 18:11-19:23 

            Write the Word:  Psalm 73:18-22 

   Community: Respond to a prompt. 

    Worship ________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Six/Day Seven – Joshua 18:11-19:23 

     Big Idea: The placement of each tribe reflects His divine plan, teaching us that 
where He places us is not by accident, but by sovereign design 
  Ask as You Dwell: How does God’s assignment of land reveal His sovereignty in 
Israel’s history? 
      Devotional: Genesis 49:1-28; Numbers 26:52-56; Deuteronomy 32:8; Acts 17:26 

Dwelling Well... 
1. Rewind & Relate: (Numbers 26:52-56; Joshua 18:11) Why did God instruct Israel 

to divide the land this way? What does this teach us about God’s role in 
determining their inheritance? 
God commanded the land to be divided by lot so that no one could 
claim favoritism or human influence. Each tribe received exactly what 
God assigned them. This reminds me that God is sovereign over placement—in Israel’s history 
and in my own life. Where I am today is not accidental, and I can trust Him with my future. 
 

2. Mapping the Tribes (Joshua 18:11–19:23) Look at your map and locate the inheritances given to Benjamin, 
Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, and Naphtali. What do you notice about their placement in relation to one 
another? 
Benjamin’s land is sandwiched between Judah and Ephraim—two of the most dominant tribes. 
This meant they would be greatly influenced by their stronger neighbors (and later, 
Jerusalem would fall within their border). Simeon, however, was completely surrounded by 
Judah—a unique placement that hints at their future fate (Genesis 49:7). Seeing these 
placements reminds me that God is intentional—He places us in community with specific 
people for a reason. 
 

3. Benjamin’s Strategic Placement (Joshua 18:11-28) What major city is included in Benjamin’s land? Read 
Judges 19:10-15 and 1 Samuel 9:1-2. How does this city later play a role in Israel’s history? 
Jerusalem is on Benjamin’s border, though not yet conquered. This is significant because 
Jerusalem eventually becomes the capital under David (from Judah)—uniting the two 
dominant tribes. Also, Saul, Israel’s first king, comes from Benjamin (1 Sam 9:1-2). Benjamin’s 
placement foreshadows its future connection to leadership and conflict. This reminds me t 
where God places us today may have significance beyond what we can see. 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

ון פִ֗  מִצָֹ
“on the north” (mis-sa-po-wn) 
Benjamin’s northern border – 
also means “hidden (Ps 48:3) 
 

ה פָֹ  רָֹ

raphah – To be slack, to relax 
(Josh. 18:3) – Joshua rebukes 
the Israelites for being slow to 
take possession of the land. 
This word often describes a 
lack of resolve or hesitation. 
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4. The Brothers Reunited – Judah & Benjamin’s Deep Connection Read Genesis 43:8-9 and Genesis 44:30-
34. What role does Judah play in protecting Benjamin?  
Judah put himself on the line for Benjamin—offering his own life to protect his younger 
brother. 
 
 
What significance do you see when you consider their tribal allotments? 
Hundreds of years later, their tribes are placed side by side in the Promised Land  
 

Now, read 1 Samuel 9:1-2 and 2 Samuel 5:1-3. What major difference do you see between the first king from 
Benjamin (Saul) and the later king from Judah (David)? What does this tell you about God’s unfolding plan? 
Saul, Israel’s first king, comes from Benjamin, but the true, lasting kingship belongs to Judah 
through David. This reminds me that God’s plan unfolds over generations—we see glimpses in 
one story, and their fulfillment in another. 
 
 
 

5. From Rachel’s Sons to Paul – A Redemption Thread Read Genesis 35:16-20. What was Benjamin’s 
original name, and why did his father rename him? What might this foreshadow? 
Benjamin’s original name, Ben-Oni (Son of My Sorrow), was changed to Benjamin (Son of 
My Right Hand)—a name that hints at kingship, power, and favor. 
 
Now, read Philippians 3:5-8. The Apostle Paul was from the tribe of Benjamin. What do you notice about his 
transformation from persecutor to preacher? How does this reflect Benjamin’s story? 
The tribe of Benjamin produced both Israel’s first king (Saul) and the great apostle Paul 
(Saul of Tarsus). Paul once persecuted the church but later became one of its greatest 
voices. This reminds me that God transforms lives and redeems stories in ways we never 
expect. 
 
 
 

6. Simeon: Swallowed by Judah (Joshua 19:1-9) Unlike the other tribes, Simeon’s inheritance is within 
Judah’s land. Read Genesis 49:5-7. What did Jacob prophesy about Simeon? How is that fulfilled here? 
Jacob said that Simeon would be “scattered in Israel” (Genesis 49:7). Unlike the other tribes, 
Simeon didn’t get a separate territory—they were absorbed into Judah. Over time, they lost 
their tribal identity and were dispersed among Israel. This is a sobering reminder that 
disobedience has long-term consequences. It challenges me to ask: Am I walking in 
faithfulness so that I can fully live out God’s calling? 

7. Strong & Courageous: Each tribe received a unique place in the land—some in strong positions, others in 
vulnerable locations. Where has God placed me? How can I trust that His placement is for my good and His 
purpose? 
God placed me in my family, my church, and my community for a reason. Even if I don’t 
always understand why, I can trust that He is sovereign. This week, I will look for ways to 
serve faithfully where I am, knowing that God’s plan is always bigger than what I can see. 
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 1.                     Pray your church family 

 2.       Memorize Psalm 73:25-26 

 3.       Simply Read Joshua 19:24-51 

   4.          Write the Word:  Psalm 73:22-25 

 5.   Community: Share one insight 

 6.    Worship ________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Six/Day Eight – Joshua 19:24-51 

     Big Idea: God’s faithfulness is seen in both the individual inheritance of each tribe 
and in the larger picture of Israel as a whole. Every tribe had a unique role, and their 
placement in the land was divinely appointed.  
  Ask as You Dwell: How does seeing the full picture of Israel’s inheritance help me 
trust in God? 
      Devotional: Genesis 49:13-21; Deuteronomy 33:1-29; Judges 18:1-31; 2 Samuel 7:8-16 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Reviewing the Tribes – Refer to your map and locate all twelve tribal inheritances. What do you notice 

about their placement in relation to each other? What patterns stand out? 
The tribes are positioned in a way that balances strength, vulnerability, and access to trade and 
resources. Judah and Ephraim dominate the central region, while Simeon is absorbed into Judah. The 
northern tribes (Naphtali, Asher, Zebulun, and Issachar) are near international trade routes, which 
later exposes them to pagan influences. Seeing the full picture reminds me that God strategically 
places His people for His purposes—in Israel’s history and in my own life. 

2. Asher & Naphtali – Positioned for Influence (Joshua 19:24-39) What do you notice about Asher 
and Naphtali’s placement on the map? Read Isaiah 9:1-2 and Matthew 4:13-16. What incredible prophecy is 
fulfilled in Naphtali’s land? 
Asher and Naphtali are positioned in the far north, near the Phoenician coast. This region became one 
of the first to fall into idolatry (2 Kings 15:29). Yet, Isaiah 9:1-2 prophesied that a great light would 
come to this land—and in Matthew 4:13-16, Jesus begins His public ministry here! This reminds me that 
even places that fall into darkness are never beyond God’s redemptive plan. No matter how spiritually 
lost a place seems, God is still at work. 

3. Dan – A Struggle for Contentment (Joshua 19:40-48) What was unusual about Dan’s inheritance? 
Read Judges 18:1-31. How did the Danites respond to their assigned portion? 
Dan’s land was originally in the central coastal region, but they struggled to take full possession of it. 
Instead of trusting God, they abandoned their territory and migrated north—where they set up 
idolatry (Judges 18). This reminds me that when I don’t trust God with what He’s given me, I risk 
looking elsewhere for fulfillment, which can lead me away from Him. Am I truly trusting that what He 
has given me is enough? 
hat I receive, or on how I can serve others first? 

4. A Leader’s Reward (Joshua 19:49-51) After leading Israel faithfully, Joshua finally receives his inheritance—
a city in the hill country called Timnath-Serah. Unlike the other tribes, he didn’t demand land first. He waited 
until everyone else was settled. Take a moment to imagine: If God gave you a “Timnath-Serah”—a place that 
reflects your journey, your calling, and your faith—what would it look like? Choose one of these ways to 
respond: 

Learning Hebrew 

 תִּמְנ ת חֶרֶס
(Josh 19:50) Timnath-Serah 
(tim-nath kheh’-res)  
Timnath: portion 
Cheres: sun 
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✔ Sketch it – Draw what your personal “Timnath-Serah” might look like. Is it peaceful? Strategic? A place of influence? 
✔ Journal about it – Describe what kind of “inheritance” you’d want to receive from the Lord—not in terms of land, but in the 
legacy you want to leave behind. 
✔ Letter to Joshua – Write a short letter to Joshua, imagining what you would say to him about his leadership, his patience, 
and what you admire about his faith. 
Joshua’s inheritance wasn’t about land—it was about trusting God’s timing and serving 
faithfully. This challenges me to ask: Am I more focused on what I receive, or on how I 
serve? What kind of inheritance—spiritually, relationally, missionally—am I building through my 
faithfulness today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What Others Rejected, Joshua Received (Joshua 19:49-51 & 17:15-18) Joshua finally receives his 
inheritance after ensuring everyone else has theirs. Where is his land? Now, go back and read Joshua 17:15-18. 
What complaint did the people of Joseph (Ephraim & Manasseh) make about this same area? Joshua willingly 
took the land that Ephraim rejected. Why do you think he was willing to do this? What does this reveal about 
his character as a leader? Now, read Philippians 2:5-8. How does Joshua’s choice remind you of Jesus and the 
kind of kingdom He established?  
Joshua didn’t demand special treatment—he took what others called “too difficult” and made 
it his inheritance. Instead of complaining, he built something. This reminds me that Jesus, too, 
took on what was rejected—He humbled Himself, took on the cross, and established a 
kingdom through obedience. This challenges me to ask: Am I looking for ease, or am I willing 
to work faithfully where God has placed me? 
 
 
 

6. Psalm 73 Connection – My Portion Forever (Psalm 73:22-25) How does Asaph’s realization about 
God being his portion compare to what we see in Joshua 19? 
The tribes received physical inheritances, but Asaph recognizes that God Himself is the 
ultimate portion. Joshua didn’t rush to claim land because his true inheritance was in serving 
God. This challenges me to ask: Am I seeking earthly rewards, or do I see God as my 
greatest treasure? 
 

7. Strong & Courageous: The land was divided, and the people were settled—but this was just the beginning 
of their journey. How does seeing the full picture of Israel’s inheritance give me confidence that God is in 
control of my own future? 
Seeing how God placed each tribe with purpose reminds me that He is also guiding my life. 
Even when I don’t see the full picture, I can trust that He is working all things for His 
greater plan. This week, I will look for ways to trust Him with the season I’m in, knowing 
that He has placed me exactly where I need to be 
 
.
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 1.                     Pray to honor God in your decisions 

 2.       Memorize Psalm 73:25-26 

 3.       Simply Read Joshua 20:1-9 

   4.          Write the Word Psalm 73:26-28 

 5.   Community How’s your StudyBuddy? 

 6.    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Six/Day Nine – Joshua 20:1-9 

     Big Idea: Cities of Refuge – God’s Justice and Mercy -God is both just and 
merciful. The cities of refuge were divinely established places where the guilty could 
find safety and justice, pointing us to our true refuge in Christ. As we study these cities, 
we’ll see how they reflect God’s character, His provision for His people, and His 
ultimate plan of redemption through Jesus.. 
  Ask as You Dwell: How do the cities of refuge reveal both God’s justice and His 
mercy? 
      Devotional: Exodus 21:13-14; Numbers 35:6-34; Deuteronomy 19:1-13; Psalm 46:1; 
Hebrews 6:18-20 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. The Levites and the Cities of Refuge (Numbers 35:6-7, Joshua 20:1-3) What do you notice about 

who owned the cities of refuge? 
The cities of refuge were among the 48 cities given to the Levites.  
 
Why do you think God placed these cities under their care? 
Unlike the other tribes, the Levites received no land inheritance—they were set apart to 
serve God. Because they were Israel’s priests and mediators, they were uniquely suited to 
calm conflict, guide judgment, and extend mercy. This reminds me that true justice must 
always be accompanied by wisdom and compassion—something we ultimately see fulfilled in 
Jesus, our Great High Priest. 

2. God’s Justice & Mercy – Who Could Flee? (Exodus 21:13-14; Deuteronomy 19:1-10) What was the 
difference between someone who fled to a city of refuge and someone who did not qualify for refuge? How 
does this reveal both God’s justice and His mercy? 
Only those who killed unintentionally could stay in the city of refuge. A murderer who 
acted with intent had no right to refuge—justice demanded his life. This shows me that God 
does not ignore sin—He upholds justice. But at the same time, He provides mercy for those 
who need it. In the same way, Jesus took the penalty of sin for those who seek refuge in 
Him, while those who reject Him remain under judgment. 

3. Mapping the Cities – A Path to Refuge (Joshua 20:7-8) Look at your map and trace the order in 
which the cities of refuge are listed. Why do you think God arranged them this way? 
The cities are listed from north to south on the west side of the Jordan, then south to north on the east side—
creating a pathway of mercy that spans the entire land. No matter where someone lived, they were never far 
from a city of refuge. This shows me that God makes mercy accessible—just like Jesus is always near to those 
who seek Him (Acts 17:27). 

Learning Hebrew 

ט  מִקְלָֹ
(mik-lawt) 

“Refuge” (cities of) – 
refuge, asylum, from the 
root meaning “to receive” 
or “to gather” – rooted in 

the justice of God, the value 
of human life, and the 

importance of due process 
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4. Freedom for the Guilty (Joshua 20:6) Why did the fugitive have to remain in the city until the death of 
the High Priest? Read Hebrews 6:18-20. How does this point to Jesus? 
The fugitive was only truly free when the High Priest died. This foreshadows Jesus, our 
High Priest, whose death sets us free from guilt and judgment. Hebrews 6:18-20 says that 
we have fled for refuge to Christ, who is our eternal hope. Just like the city of refuge 
was open to all, Jesus is the refuge for all who come to Him. 

5. God’s Justice System. (Joshua 20:1-6 & Deut. 19:1-10) Imagine a society with no police force, no judges in 
robes, no prison system, and no jury trials. That was Israel! Yet, they still had justice, order, and protection for 
the innocent. How did God provide a way for justice to be carried out even though Israel had no formal legal 
system?  
Israel’s legal system was built on God’s wisdom, not human government. Instead of police and 
judges, God gave them cities of refuge, elders, and the Levites to carry out justice fairly. 
This shows me that God’s justice is always balanced with mercy—a truth that still shapes 
how we handle justice today. It also challenges me to ask: Do I reflect both justice and 
mercy in my own life, or am I quick to judge? 

6. The Sixth Commandment & the Cities of Refuge (Exodus 20:13 & Joshua 20:1-9) How do the cities of 
refuge help Israel obey the 6th commandment while still allowing for justice to be served? Now, read Numbers 
35:16-21. How did God distinguish between murder and manslaughter? What does this reveal about His wisdom 
in creating laws that reflect both justice and grace? 
The Sixth Commandment forbids murder, but the cities of refuge acknowledge that not all 
killing is the same. God sees intent, not just actions. While murder required the death penalty, 
accidental killing required protection, trial, and a chance for restoration. This reminds me 
that God looks at the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). It challenges me to consider: Do I make quick 
judgments, or do I seek to understand the heart behind a situation? God’s justice always 
takes the full story into account. 

7. Jesus, the Cities of Refuge, and the Heart of the Law (Matthew 5:21-24 & Joshua 20:1-9) How 
does Jesus expand the Sixth Commandment, "You shall not murder," beyond just physical killing? The Cities of 
Refuge protected someone who killed unintentionally, but what does Jesus teach about anger and hatred in 
our hearts? How does this challenge us in the way we approach justice and forgiveness? 
The Cities of Refuge made a distinction between intentional and unintentional killing, showing 
that God cares about both actions and motives. Jesus goes even further—He says that 
anger and hatred in our hearts are just as dangerous as murder because they reveal a 
spirit of destruction rather than life. This challenges me to ask: Do I seek refuge in Jesus 
not just from my actions, but from the condition of my heart? Do I live with a spirit of 
mercy, or do I hold onto anger and judgment? 

8. Psalm 73 Connection (Psalm 73:26-28) Asaph declares that God Himself is his refuge. How does this 
compare to what we’ve learned about the cities of refuge? 
The cities of refuge provided temporary safety—but Asaph realizes that only God is the 
true refuge. This reminds me that while physical protection is important, my ultimate 
security is in the presence of God. No matter what happens, He is my portion forever. 

9. Strong & Courageous: The cities of refuge were open to anyone who ran to them—but they had to take 
action. What does this teach me about how I should run to Christ as my refuge? 
The cities of refuge weren’t helpful if someone refused to flee there. In the same way, I 
have to actively seek Christ—not just believe He exists, but run to Him daily for refuge, 
peace, and strength. I will take a specific step to seek my refuge in Him—whether through 
prayer, Scripture, or surrendering an area of my life that I’ve been holding onto. 
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                      Pray...for your Grace Group          Memorize: ____________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Six/Day Ten - Create & Share 

Stepping into the Story 
For the Israelites, this wasn’t just dividing land—it was receiving an inheritance that had been 
promised for generations. It was stepping into a future that required faith to claim. It was trusting 
that God had placed them exactly where He intended. 

For some, like Caleb, it meant boldly fighting giants to claim what God had given. 
For others, like Joshua, it meant waiting, serving, and taking the last portion. 
For Achsah, it meant having the courage to ask for more. 
For a manslayer fleeing to a city of refuge, it meant running in desperation, hoping for 
mercy. 

Each of these moments is filled with real human emotion—hope, courage, fear, relief, boldness. And 
today, I want you to step into one of these stories and bring it to life in your own way 
 
This is your challenge: 

    Write a letter to someone in the story... 
Write to Joshua: “Your patience and leadership have shown me…” 
Write to Caleb: “Your faith at 85 years old challenges me to…” 
Write to Achsah: “You are the kind of woman that inspires me and others...” 
Write to the manslayer: “I imagine what it must have felt like to run for your life…” 
 

Be Bold—Engage With the Story...and with one another: 
After you’ve written your letter, share with someone in this study. 
Meet up for coffee, a walk, or a phone call and share what you created. 
       Discuss together: 

What stood out to you in this study? 
How did your creative response help you connect with the passage? 
How do you see God’s faithfulness in both Joshua’s time and your own life? 

The people in these passages weren’t just names on a list—they were real people, living real 
moments of faith and decision. Just like them, we are called to trust God with our inheritance, step 
forward in bold faith, and seek Him as our refuge. 

       Where do you see yourself in these stories? 
           What battles are you fighting to claim God’s promises? 
                    Where is He calling you to run toward refuge? 
     How is He asking you to lead, like Joshua, with patience and humility? 
                                  What have these passages meant to you in how you engage with your family or 
church community? 

 
Take time to step into the story,  

to express what God is showing you, and  
to share it with someone who can encourage you in your journey..
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Joshua 21:1-24:33 

Choose This Day 
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Grace Group 
  

Open with prayer then recite memory verse from the previous lesson. 
 

Got Questions? If you have a question left unanswered or needing more 
clarification, this is a great time to make a note of it and share in the Q&R 

time following teaching. 
 

Thinking Back to Lesson 6 

DAY PAGES   

1... 133-138 Share something you learned, loved, or were 
encouraged by from the previous message and/or 
Grace Group time. 
 

2... 139-140 Share any of your notes, questions, or comments 

Share Your Responses... 

3... 141-142 #’s 1, 6, and 9 
4... 143-144 #’s 1, 5, and 7 
5... 145-146 #’s 1, 3, 6,  and 7 
6... 147-148 #’s 1, 3,  and 7 
7... 149-150 #’s 1, 4, 5,  and 7 
8... 151-152 #’s 1, 4,  and 7 
9... 153-154 #’s 1, 7,  and 9 

10... 155-156 Create & Share 
 
Up Next: Teaching Joshua 15-20 - “Faith to Possess” 
 
We believe God hears, sees, knows, and is ready to answer us 

and guide us when we pray. 
 

Pray as you transition from Group to Teaching time for 
our fellowship to be God-honoring and focused on His 

word. 
 

 

                     
You are loved and prayed for! 
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Teaching Time - Joshua 15-20 || “Faith to Possess” 
RESOURCES: 🔗Twelve Tribes Map   🔗Listen to this Message 

Access these links when you open the lesson on your computer, tablet, or phone. 

  

Watch/Listen to this message on the “Dwelling Richly” podcast. 
Notes/Handout for this message in our ChurchCenter group or 
  JenniferGRichmond.com or   LaMiradaChurch.com/Dwelling-Richly 

https://www.bible.ca/maps/maps-master-archeological-bible-study-borders-twelve-12-tribes-israel-promised-division-divided-land-joshua13-22-conquest-1400BC.jpg
https://www.jennifergrichmond.com/teaching/?sermon_series=joshua-strong-courageous
https://www.youtube.com/c/JenniferRichmond
https://www.jennifergrichmond.com/teaching/?sermon_series=joshua-strong-courageous
https://www.lamiradachurch.com/dwelling-richly/
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Day by Day 
Lesson overview 
Use the checklist to help you plan your time with God - “TWiG Time” 

 

  

 My Dates Day  
April 2 1 Grace Groups & Teaching, Review 

Lesson 6, Joshua 15:1-20:9  
  READ WRITE 

 
______________________ 

2   Joshua 21:1-24:33     Proverbs 3 

 
______________________ 

3 Joshua 21:1-45 Proverbs 3:1–5 

 
______________________ 

4 Joshua 22:1-20 Proverbs 3:6-10 

 
______________________ 

5 Joshua 22:21-34 Proverbs 3:11-15 

 
______________________ 

6 Joshua 23:1-16 Proverbs 3:16-20 

 
______________________ 

7 Joshua 24:1-13 Proverbs 3:21-25 

 
______________________ 

8 Joshua 24:14-28 Proverbs 3:26-30 

 
______________________ 

9 Joshua 24:29-33 Proverbs 3:31-35 

 
______________________ 

10 Create & Share 

April 16 14 Grace Groups & Teaching 
Review Lesson 7 

 

...Memorize & Meditate... ...Write the Word... 
Joshua 24:14-15 

 
“Now therefore fear the Lord and 

serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness. ...and if it is evil in your 

eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day 
whom you will serve...but as for me 

and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
 

NOTE: This is an abbreviated version of verses 
14-15. Our focus is meditation – not 

memorization in this lesson. 

Proverbs 3:1-35 
 

Each day, copy five verses into 
your journal or notebook, 

meditating on their meaning. take 
time to slow down and write out 
Proverbs 3 by hand—a chapter 
filled with wisdom for walking in 

the fear of the LORD with sincerity 
and faithfulness. 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%2021-24&version=ESV;NIV;NET;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%203&version=ESV;NIV;NET;NASB1995
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My Heart to Yours... 

When we first opened the book of Joshua, the call rang out clear: “Be strong and 
courageous…for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Josh. 1:9) And 
now, after walls have fallen, waters parted, idols buried, and promises fulfilled, we 
arrive at the place of choosing. 

As you step into this final lesson, I want to say—well done. You’ve journeyed through 
conquest and covenant, through faithfulness and failure, and now stand in the 
shadow of Shechem, where Joshua draws the line:  

Choose this day whom you will serve. 

This study was never just about ancient cities or battle plans—it was always about 
your heart. The Lord has been drawing you—calling you to walk in sincerity, to serve 
in faithfulness, and to cling to Him above all. 

And so the charge remains: Be strong. Be courageous. Choose the LORD. Not just in 
this lesson, but in the ordinary patterns of your life—in your time, your thoughts, your 
home, your habits. And when you falter (because we all do), come back. Choose 
again. 

You’ve listened for the voice of the LORD and followed the footsteps of faith-filled 
leaders. And now, like Israel at Shechem, you are invited to stand and choose. 

Not once. Daily. Deeply. Daringly. 

Choose this day whom you will serve. Not with lip-service, but with loyalty. Not in 
theory, but in time and space—in the quiet of your thoughts, the rhythm of your days, 
the pattern of your home. 

The same God who gave every promise in its place now asks for your whole heart in 
return. He has given you Himself—how will you answer? 

Jesus still calls, “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his 
cross daily, and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23) 

So choose this day. Not because it’s easy, but because He is worthy. 

“Take my life and let it be, consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my heart—it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne.” 

Keep your heart steadfast.  

Keep choosing the LORD—again and again, until faith becomes sight. 

Eyes on Him,  
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                     Pray for your Grace Group 

       Memorize: Joshua 24:14-15 

       Simply Read: (See Below) 

            Write the Word: (Starts Day 3) 

   Community:  Say “Hi!” in our group. 

    Worship: ______________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Seven/Day Two - Joshua 21-24 

Introduction: The journey through Joshua ends at Shechem—with fulfilled promises, faithful leadership, and a 
bold call to choose whom you will serve. This final lesson invites you to reflect, respond, and recommit to 
wholehearted obedience. 
  Ask as you dwell: What does it look like to serve the LORD with sincerity, courage, and daily faithfulness in 
this season of my life? 

Thinking Back... 
1. Remember & Relate: Think back to Lesson 6. Review your notes from the message or Grace Groups. What 

is one insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 15:1-20:9? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Ready to Worship: The “Worship” space at the top of each day is for you to note a song that comes to 
mind in that day’s study. 

Dwelling in the Word... 
Note:  The “W’s” (who, what, when, where); Knowing God (character/nature of God); Covenant Connections: 
connections back to the “Foundational” (Old Testament.) or ahead to the “Fulfilled” (New Testament.) 
3.      Day Three Reading: Joshua 21:1-45 

The W’s:  
Who – the Levites; Where – cities scattered among all the tribes; What – fulfillment of God’s promise; 
When – after the land had been distributed. 
Knowing God:  
God is faithful down to the last detail—not one word failed. He provides both inheritance and presence 
among His people. 
Connections:  
Ties back to God’s promise to Abraham (Gen. 12). Reminds me of 2 Cor. 1:20—every promise is yes in 
Christ. 

4.      Day Four Reading: Joshua 22:1-20 
The W’s:  
Who – Eastern tribes (Reuben, Gad, ½ Manasseh); What – return home; Where – across the Jordan; 
Why – tension over the altar. 
Knowing God:  
God cares about covenant unity and expects His people to guard holiness, even when 
misunderstandings arise. 
Connections: Feels like Rom. 14—disagreements need grace. Also reminds me of Jesus’ prayer in John 17 
for unity among believers. 
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5.      Day Five Reading: Joshua 22:21-34 
The W’s: Who – Eastern and Western tribes; What – misunderstanding resolved; Where – altar 
named Ed (witness); Why – to remember they share the same LORD. 
 
Knowing God:  
God desires reconciliation and worship that is rooted in truth and peace. 
Connections: Matt. 5:9 – Blessed are the peacemakers. Also makes me think of Eph. 4:3—eager 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit. 

6.      Day Six Reading: Joshua 23:1-16 
The W’s: Who – Joshua and Israel’s leaders; What – farewell speech; Where – possibly Shiloh or 
nearby; Why – warning before Joshua’s death. 
 
Knowing God: God fights for His people and calls them to cling to Him. He blesses obedience 
but warns of judgment for compromise. 
Connections: Cling reminds me of John 15—abide in Me. Also echoes Rom. 12:1–2—don’t conform 
to the world. 

7.      Day Seven Reading: Joshua 24:1-13 
The W’s: Who – Joshua and all the tribes; Where – Shechem; What – retelling of God’s actions 
in Israel’s history; Why – to prepare for covenant renewal. 
 
Knowing God: God is the active one in salvation history—I gave, I brought, I sent. His grace 
precedes our obedience. 
Connections: Like Ps. 136—His faithful love endures. Also reminds me of Acts 7—Stephen 
recounts the same history to point to Jesus. 

8.      Day Eight Reading: Joshua 24:14-28 
The W’s: Who – Joshua and the people; What – covenant renewal; Where – still at Shechem; 
Why – challenge to serve the LORD alone. 
 
Knowing God: God is holy and jealous—He calls for sincere, exclusive worship. Our service must 
be rooted in reverence, not routine. 
Connections: Matt. 6:24—can’t serve two masters. Luke 9:23—deny yourself, take up your 
cross daily, and follow Me 

9.      Day Nine Reading: Joshua 24:29-33 
The W’s:  
Who – Joshua, Eleazar, Joseph; What – their deaths and burials; Where – Timnath-serah, 
Shechem, Hill country of Ephraim; Why – closure and legacy. 
Knowing God: God honors faith across generations. He finishes what He starts—His promises 
reach beyond a single lifetime. 
Connections: Heb. 11:22—Joseph’s bones were a testimony of faith. Feels like 2 Tim. 4—I have 
fought the good fight, I have kept the faith. 
 
 

10.      Create & Share – You’ll build to Day 10 every day of this lesson Look for this at the opening of Day 3 
“Choose to Serve” and “Create & Share.”. Connect today with a study buddy         
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                     Pray for your Grace Group 

       Memorize:  Joshua 24:14-15 

       Simply Read: Joshua 21:1-45 

            Write the Word:  Proverbs 3:1-5 

   Community: Share a question you have so far. 
    Worship: __________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Seven/Day Three - Joshua 21:1–45 

     Big Idea: Every promise fulfilled—God roots His faithfulness in real places. 
  Ask as You Dwell: What does it reveal about God’s character that His promises 
are fulfilled in actual places and not just ideas? 
      Devotional: Gen. 12:1–3, Num. 35:1–8, Deut. 10:8–9, Ps. 33:4, Heb. 6:13–20, 11:13–16 
    Each day of this lesson take time to be intentional noting what you will no longer 
serve and how you will instead serve the LORD. 
             Choose to Serve: Today, I will not serve: ________________________________ 
Instead, I will serve the LORD by: 

 
 
      Create & Share: 

Note anything in this passage that could inspire your final “Create & Share” response 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate: Promises Possessed (Josh. 20:1–9) What cities were 

established in the previous chapter, and why were they significant? How do 
these geographic placements reflect God's justice and care? 
These cities of refuge weren’t randomly chosen—they were placed 
with purpose across the land, making justice and mercy accessible 
to all. God’s righteousness is deeply rooted in the everyday 
geography of His people. 

2. Promised Portions: (Josh. 21:1–8) Why do the Levites now come to receive 
their cities? What does their patient posture and timing teach us about God's 
provision? What does it say about God’s priorities that the Levites were given no tribal territory of their own? 
The Levites waited faithfully, and when they asked, they were given what God had already 
promised. Their inheritance was God Himself—and their placement throughout the land 
showed that worship and wisdom were to be present among every tribe. 
 

3. Sacred Space: (Josh. 21:9–42) Map out the cities given to the Levites. Why were they dispersed rather 
than clustered together? How does their distribution reveal God’s plan for ministry, teaching, and worship? 
The Levites were placed everywhere—not to elevate themselves but to serve and teach 
within every region. God’s Word and presence were never meant to be centralized in one 
holy place but woven into the daily life of His people. 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

נוס  מָֹ
 (mah-NOSE) – Refuge (Num. 
35:6, cf. Josh. 20) Though not 

used in chapter 21, this concept 
links to the Levites' mission of 
justice and mercy embedded 

within the land 

הֵן  כֹׁ
 (ko-HANE) – Priest (Josh. 21:1) 

Levites’ inheritance was not 
land ownership but presence 
and service. Their geography 

reflects their calling. 

אּל  בֵית יִשְׁרָֹ
 (bêt Yisra’el) – House of Israel 

(Josh. 21:3) only once in 
Joshua - covenantal identity 

now solidified by place. 
Referring to Israel as a “house” 
points to the unity as a people 
settled under God's leadership, 
foreshadows the idea of God's 
people as His household (Eph. 

2:19–22). 
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4. Dwelling Together: (Josh. 21:3) The phrase “house of Israel” appears only once in the entire book of 
Joshua—right here. Why do you think the author uses this family-like term now, just as the Levites are being 
given their cities? What does it suggest about Israel’s identity and unity at this stage of the conquest? 
Calling them the “house of Israel” signals that they’ve moved from being wandering tribes to 
a settled family. God has structured them like a household—with order, inheritance, and 
presence. It reminds me that God doesn't just redeem people individually; He builds them into 
a home where He dwells. 
 
 
 

5. Theology in Distribution: (Josh. 21:8, 41–42) These cities were assigned “by lot,” yet the process was led 
by God. How does this distribution display the mystery of God’s sovereignty working through human means? 
Even the lot was a way to show God’s control. No Levite chose their own place; God placed 
them. Every corner of the land mattered to Him. 
 
 
 
 

6. Fulfilled & Faithful: (Josh. 21:43–45) What repeated verbs do you notice in these closing verses, and 
what truths about God’s covenant faithfulness do they declare? 
Words like “gave,” “took possession,” “settled,” and “fulfilled” stand out. They’re strong, active 
words, showing God finishes what He starts. His promises are not vague—they’re fulfilled in 
visible, historical ways. 
 
 
 
 

7. Place as Promise: (Josh. 21:43–45; Heb. 11:13–16) How does the physical inheritance of land point toward the 
“better country” promised in the New Testament? How does geography in Joshua shape your understanding 
of heaven and hope? 
The land was real—but it also pointed forward. It reminds me that my hope is not abstract 
either. God is preparing a place for His people, and just like in Joshua’s day, we will one day 
stand on the soil of fulfilled promise. 
 
 
 

8. Strong & Courageous – A Household Built to Serve (Josh. 21:3) The Levites received cities in the midst of 
every tribe. This was the moment when “the house of Israel” became a people structured and settled to serve. 
How is your own life being built into a household that serves the Lord? 
I’m challenged to think of my life as part of something bigger—God’s household. I want to 
serve Him not just as an individual, but in how I lead, live, and build with others around me. I 
want my “house” to be like theirs—marked by God’s presence. 
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                     Pray for your family 

       Memorize:  Joshua 24:14-15 

       Simply Read:  Joshua 22:1-20 

            Write the Word:   Proverbs 3:6-10 

   Community: Connect with the group today 

    Worship __________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

 Lesson Seven/Day Four - Joshua 22:1–20 

      Big Idea: 
Misplaced assumptions can fracture covenant unity—but zeal for God must be 
guided by grace. 
  Ask as You Dwell: 

What am I assuming about others? Am I looking for ways to remember God’s great 
work in my family’s life? 

       Devotional: 
Prov. 18:13, Matt. 7:1–5, John 17:20–23, Rom. 14:4, Gal. 6:1, Eph. 4:3 
             Choose to Serve: 

Today, I will not serve: ________________________________ 
Instead, I will serve the LORD by: 

 
 
      Create & Share: 

Note anything in this passage that could inspire your final “Create & Share” 
response. What part of God’s faithfulness or your own commitment stirs your 
heart? 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate: Division Avoided (Josh. 21:43–45) How does the 

previous chapter end, and what tone or expectation does that set for this new 
conflict? Why does it feel so jarring that tension arises after all the land has 
been given? 
After the peaceful fulfillment of chapter 21, this sudden tension 
is like a thunderclap. It reminds me that unity must be protected—
not assumed. 
 
 
 

2. Dismissed with Honor: (Josh. 22:1–9) What does Joshua affirm about the eastern tribes before sending 
them home? How does their obedience model faithful service across tribe and time? 
Joshua commends them for loyalty and long obedience. Their return feels earned—but it 
also highlights the challenge of staying connected once dispersed. 
 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

בוּת  שָֹׁ
(shah-VOOT) 

Return (Josh. 22:8) – This verb 
often appears in contexts of 
restoration or returning to 
one’s inheritance. Here it 

reflects a coming home in 
both geography and spiritual 

responsibility. 

ה    קִנְאָֹ
(kin-AH) – Zeal, jealousy (Josh. 
22:19) – A complex word often 
used to describe God’s passion 
for His covenant (Exod. 20:5), 

but also Israel’s zeal for purity. 
In this chapter, zeal can unite 

or divide, depending on 
wisdom. 

  חֵטְא 
(chet) – Sin, transgression 
(Josh. 22:17, 20) – The root 

concept of “missing the mark,” 
used here in reference to 

historical covenant failures 
(Baal of Peor, Achan). 
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3. A Sudden Rift: (Josh. 22:10–12) What assumptions do the western tribes make when they see the altar? 
Why do you think their reaction is so swift and intense? 
They assume rebellion, and their zeal is real—but it’s not rooted in relationship or inquiry. It’s 
a reminder that we can be right in concern but wrong in process. 

 
4. History as Warning: (Josh. 22:13–20) What past events are brought up here (Peor, Achan)? Why are 

these moments used to justify their current reaction? How does fear of repeating the past both help and hurt? 
They remember God’s wrath and the cost of compromise—but they also weaponize that 
memory before understanding the full picture. Zeal must walk hand-in-hand with 
discernment. 
 
 

5. Character Reflection-The Eastern Tribes How does this moment test the eastern tribes' desire to 
serve the LORD faithfully while living at a distance from the center of worship? What does their situation 
reveal about the tension between proximity and unity? 
They’re geographically distant but spiritually close. I’m challenged to think about how I remain 
connected to God's people when I feel “on the edge.” 
 
 
 
 

6. Picture of Peace: (Josh. 22:10–20) Draw 
or sketch two groups standing on either side 
of the Jordan River—one building an altar, 
the other readying for battle. Label the 
emotions, assumptions, and intentions on 
each side. Then, imagine how this scene 
could have ended if no one had spoken in 
humility. What made reconciliation possible? 
This helped me see how quickly fear 
and assumptions can escalate. 
Drawing the two sides reminded me 
how easily I can misread others. But 
the turning point was conversation—
and humility. I want to be someone 
who builds bridges, not just reacts to 
alarms. 

7. Strong & Courageous-Zeal with Understanding (Josh. 22:12, 19) Where in your life are you tempted 
to react with zeal but without understanding? What might it look like to protect unity while still honoring God’s 
holiness? 
Sometimes I jump to conclusions with the best intentions—but without listening. I want to be 
someone who protects the covenant without dividing the house. 
 
 
 
 

 



Lesson Seven m Day Five 

 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Seven 

... 169 ... 

                     Pray to want what God wants 

       Memorize:   Joshua 24:14-15 
       Simply Read:  Joshua 22:21-34 

            Write the Word:  Proverbs 3:11-15 

   Community Encourage a Grace Group member 

    Worship _________________________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

 Lesson Seven/Day Five - Joshua 22:21–34 

     Big Idea: When we choose humility and speak truth, misunderstanding gives 
way to worship. 
  Ask as You Dwell: Am I using my words to defend myself—or to build peace 
among God’s people? 
      Devotional:  
Ps. 133, Prov. 15:1, Matt. 5:9, Eph. 4:1–6, Col. 3:12–15, James 3:17–18 
             Choose to Serve: 

Today, I will not serve: ________________________________ 
Instead, I will serve the LORD by: 

 
 
      Create & Share: 

Note anything in this passage that could inspire your final “Create & Share” 
response. What part of God’s faithfulness or your own commitment stirs your heart? 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate: Words of Warning (Josh. 22:13–20)What had the 

western tribes assumed about the altar? How were they trying to preserve 
holiness? Why do their good intentions still need course correction? 
They thought the altar was an act of rebellion, and their instinct 
was to protect God’s honor—but they didn’t seek clarity. I see how 
even “righteous” concern can become dangerous without grace and dialogue. 
 
 
 
 

2. Humble and Clear: (Josh. 22:21–29)How do the eastern tribes respond to the accusations? What do you 
notice about the tone, structure, and theological clarity of their defense? 
They speak clearly, but not defensively. Their humility shows they care more about 
covenant unity than about being “right.” Their explanation centers worship, not self-
justification. 
 
 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

  עֵד
(eyd) – Witness (Josh. 22:27–
28, 34) – This is the word the 
eastern tribes use to name 

their altar: “a witness between 
us and you.” It reflects both 

testimony and accountability, 
not competition. 

לום   שָֹׁ
(sha-LOHM) – Peace (Josh. 

22:33) – More than absence of 
conflict, this word means 

wholeness, harmony, restored 
relationship. 

ה דָֹ   עֲבֹׁ
(ah-voh-DAH) – Service, 

worship (Josh. 22:27) – A rich 
word used for both physical 

labor and priestly service; here, 
it reflects the heart of the 

eastern tribes' altar: worship, 
not rebellion. 
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3. The Witness Altar: (Josh. 22:26–28, 34) Why do the tribes call the altar “a witness”? How is this different 
from the altar at Shiloh? What are they trying to preserve for future generations? 
This altar wasn’t for sacrifice but for remembrance. It was a visible testimony that 
though separated by geography, they belonged to the same covenant family. It makes me 
wonder—what “witnesses” am I building in my life that say, “I belong to the Lord”? 
 
 
 

4. From Division to Delight: (Josh. 22:30–33) What changes in the western leaders when they hear the 
explanation? How is unity restored—and why is listening the turning point? 
Once they hear the full truth, their hearts soften. Listening becomes an act of 
repentance and healing. Unity wasn’t found in agreement—it was found in understanding. 
 
 
 

5. Character Reflection – The Gibeonites The Gibeonites once tried to preserve themselves through deceit. 
The eastern tribes preserved unity through truth. What does this comparison teach you about living as part of 
God's covenant people? 
Both feared being cut off, but the Gibeonites acted in the dark. The eastern tribes chose 
light, honesty, and shared worship. This challenges me to stay rooted in truth when I feel 
misunderstood. 
 

6. Word Reflection – Shalom as the Outcome  
(Josh. 22:33) The word shalom means more 
than peace—it speaks of wholeness, 
harmony, and restored relationship. How 
does this moment in Joshua 22 give us a 
picture of shalom? Try sketching or listing 
what ingredients brought about true peace 
in this passage (e.g., listening, humility, 
shared worship, understanding). What 
would it take to pursue shalom in a current 
area of tension in your life? 
Seeing “shalom” as more than a 
ceasefire helped me realize that real 
peace takes truth, tenderness, and 
time. I want to be someone who helps 
build that kind of peace in my community.  
  

7. Strong & Courageous – Peacemaking Worship (Josh. 22:34) How can your words or actions today serve 
as a “witness” that you belong to the people of God? Is there a misunderstanding you need to humbly clear up 
in order to restore peace? 
I want to be someone who builds reminders of unity—not monuments to my hurt. Choosing 
humility and worship helps me live out the peace Jesus calls me to. 
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                     Pray for your church 

       Memorize:   Joshua 24:14-15 

       Simply Read:  Joshua 23:1-16 

            Write the Word:  Proverbs 3:16-20 

   Community: Share an idea or insight 

    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

 Lesson Seven/Day Six - Joshua 23:1–16 

     Big Idea: Clinging to the LORD is the only path to covenant life and lasting 
blessing. 
  Ask as You Dwell: What threatens to loosen my grip on the God who has held 
me fast? 
      Devotional: Deut. 7:6–11, Ps. 63:7–8, John 15:4–11, Rom. 12:1–2, 2 Cor. 6:14–18, Heb. 
10:23 
             Choose to Serve: 

Today, I will not serve: ________________________________________________________ 
Instead, I will serve the LORD by: 

 
 
      Create & Share: 

Note anything in this passage that could inspire your final “Create & Share” 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate: Unity Restored (Josh. 22:34)How did the previous chapter resolve? How might 

that moment of restored unity make Joshua’s farewell message even more urgent and tender? 
With peace freshly restored, Joshua’s warnings hit differently. He knows how quickly 
covenant unity can unravel when hearts drift from the LORD. 
 
 
 

2. Long Obedience: (Josh. 23:1–3) What does Joshua recall about God’s faithfulness? Why does he begin with 
a history lesson before issuing commands? 
He wants them to obey not out of fear, but gratitude. Remembering how far God has 
carried us makes obedience a joyful response, not just duty. 
 
 
 

3. Keep and Do: (Josh. 23:6) Why does Joshua say “keep and do” all that is written in the Law? What’s the 
danger of partial obedience? 
Keeping is guarding, and doing is living it out. One without the other leads to drift—either into 
legalism or lawlessness. 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

ק ב    דָֹ
(da-VAHK) – To cling, stick 

closely (Josh. 23:8) – A 
covenant-loaded word, used in 
Gen. 2:24 (a man “cleaves” to 
his wife). Here, Israel is to cling 
to the LORD—not just believe 
in Him, but be bound to Him in 

loyal love. 
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4. Cling to the LORD: (Josh. 23:8) What does it mean to “cling” to the LORD? How is this different from just 
believing in Him? 
Clinging is personal, ongoing, and intimate. It’s the difference between knowing about God 
and not letting go of Him no matter what pulls at you. 
 
 
 

5. Covenant Warning: (Josh. 23:11–13) What specific dangers does Joshua warn about? Why does he focus on 
separation from the nations? 
He’s not promoting pride or isolation—but holiness. Mixing worship leads to divided hearts, and 
divided hearts cannot cling fully to God. 
 
 
 

6. A Covenant Shaped by Love and Loss: (Josh. 23:14–16) Joshua says, “not one word has failed”—but 
also warns that all threatened words will be fulfilled, too. What does this teach about God’s justice and love? 
God is as faithful to discipline as He is to bless. That stirs a holy fear—not of punishment, 
but of breaking relationship with the One who’s never broken a promise. 
 
 

7. Word Reflection-Cling with Covenant Loyalty (Josh. 23:8) The Hebrew word בַק  means to (dāvaq) דָׁ
cling, cleave, or stick closely. It’s the same word used in Gen. 2:24 when a man “clings” to his wife. What does it 
mean to cling to God—not just believe in Him, but bind yourself to Him in loyal love? Use a chart, word web, or 
image to contrast clinging to God with drifting toward compromise (v.12–13). What helps you cling more 
tightly? What weakens your grip? 
Thinking of my relationship with God as something I cling to—like a lifeline—challenged me. It’s 
not passive. It’s a daily, deliberate grip, and I need both hands free of idols to hold on well. 
 
 
 
 

8. Character Reflection – Caleb Caleb “wholly followed the LORD.” How does Joshua’s call to cling to the 
LORD echo Caleb’s example? What would it look like for you to live that way this week? 
Caleb’s life shows what it means to cling with courage. I want that kind of tenacious trust—
to live in a way that says “God is enough” even when the world pulls. 
 
 

9. Strong & Courageous  Picture your spiritual life as a mountain climb. You’re clipped to a rope—one end 
held by God, the other in your hand. What threatens your grip? What helps you hold on? Draw it, write a 
metaphor, or journal as if you’re mid-climb and calling out to God. 
“Lord, my hands are weak—but I’m still holding on. You’ve never let go of me, and I don’t want 
to let go of You.” 
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                     Pray for patience. 

       Memorize:  Joshua 24:14-15 

       Simply Read: Joshua 24:1-13 

            Write the Word:   Proverbs 3:21-25 

   Community: Respond to a prompt. 

    Worship ________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

 Lesson Seven/Day Seven - Joshua 24:1–13 

     Big Idea: 

God’s covenant faithfulness is rooted in real places, real people, and real promises 
fulfilled. 
  Ask as You Dwell: 

What story is God telling through the map of my life—and how am I responding to His 
grace? 
      Devotional: 

Gen. 12:1–7, Exod. 3:7–10, Deut. 6:10–12, Ps. 78:1–7, Acts 7:2–5, Rom. 2:4 
             Choose to Serve: 
Today, I will not serve: ________________________________________________________ 
Instead, I will serve the LORD by: 

 
 
      Create & Share: 

Note anything in this passage that could inspire your final “Create & Share” 

Dwelling Well... 
1. Remember & Relate: (Josh. 23:8–11) How does Joshua’s final speech lead 

directly into this gathering? Why might he begin this covenant renewal by 
recalling their collective past? 
He knows that memory is the key to loyalty. We don’t serve God 
out of nowhere—we serve Him in response to who He is and what 
He’s done. 
 
 
 
 

2. Shechem on the Map: (Josh. 24:1) Look at Shechem on your map (Gen. 12, Josh. 20). What events 
happened here before? Why do you think Joshua calls all the tribes to this place? 
Shechem is loaded with meaning. Abraham stood here and received the promise. Jacob 
buried idols here. It’s a place of beginning and of re-commitment. Joshua’s calling Israel back 
to the geographical and spiritual roots of their identity. 
 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

כֵם   שָֹׁ
(sha-KHEM) – Shechem (Josh. 
24:1) – A significant covenant 

site in Genesis (see Gen. 12:6–7; 
35:4). This location carries 

covenantal memory—where 
Abraham first heard God’s 
promise and where Jacob 

buried idols. Now Joshua calls 
Israel back here to renew their 

loyalty. 

ן    נָֹת 
(naw-TAHN) – To give (Josh. 

24:3–13) – Repeated 
throughout this passage to 

highlight that everything Israel 
received—land, leaders, 
victories—was given, not 

earned. 

ק  ע    צָֹ
(tsa-AHK) – To cry out (Josh. 
24:7) – Describes Israel’s cry in 

Egypt, linking this covenant 
moment back to God’s faithful 

response to suffering and 
deliverance 
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3. God the Giver: (Josh. 24:3–13) Count how many times God says “I gave…” or “I sent…” What does this 
repetition teach us about who the true hero of Israel’s story is? 
It’s clear—God did it all. He gave the land, drove out the enemies, raised up leaders. The story 
is about His faithfulness, not Israel’s strength. 
 
 

4. Theology in Geography: (Josh. 24:3–13) This recounting spans Ur, Egypt, the Red Sea, the wilderness, 
Jericho, and beyond. How does geography shape this testimony of God’s work? 
Each location is a marker of God’s grace. Theology here isn’t abstract—it’s anchored in dirt 
and dust and deliverance. God’s covenant has a map. 
 
 

5. What God Has Done: (Josh. 24:6–13) Make a list of all the actions God takes in these verses. What do these 
verbs reveal about His character? 
He led, struck, brought, gave, delivered. This is a God who acts. He doesn’t just make 
promises—He fulfills them in time and space. 
 

6. Character Reflection – Rahab As Joshua retells Israel’s history, how might Rahab have heard this 
story? She was part of Jericho—and yet brought into the covenant. What does this say about God’s grace? 
Rahab reminds me that no matter where you start, God can graft you into His story. Her 
inclusion proves this covenant is about mercy, not merit. 
 
 

7. Word Reflection – Grace That Gives (Josh. 24:1–13) Read Ephesians 2:8-9. The Hebrew word nātan means 
“to give.” In these verses, God uses it repeatedly: “I gave him Isaac… I gave you a land… I gave you a victory.” 
What does this repetition reveal about God’s role in Israel’s story? Create a two-column chart: one side titled 
“What God Gave”, the other “What Israel Did.” How does this reflect the theology of grace and sovereignty—
especially in light of Ephesians 2:8–9? What does this mean for you as you think about your relationship in 
coming to Christ in the very beginning and even your ongoing relationship with Christ today? 
This showed me that salvation—then and now—is all gift. Israel didn’t earn their inheritance 
any more than I earn mine in Christ. God gives. My part is to remember and respond with 
worship. 
 
 
 
 

8. Strong & Courageous-Testify from the Terrain (Josh. 24:1–13) Joshua doesn’t just preach—he 
points to places. What “locations” in your life tell the story of God’s faithfulness? Where have you buried idols, 
crossed rivers, seen walls fall? 
I’m realizing my life is full of Shechem moments. God’s grace has met me in real places—and 
I want to respond with real faithfulness. 
 
 
. 
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 1.                     Pray your church family 

 2.       Memorize  Joshua 24:14-15 

 3.       Simply Read Joshua 24:14-28 

   4.          Write the Word:  Proverbs 3:26-30 

 5.   Community: Share one insight 

 6.    Worship ________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

 Lesson Seven/Day Eight - Joshua 24:14–28 

     Big Idea: 

God has been faithful—now it’s your turn to choose. 
  Ask as You Dwell: 

Is my commitment to the Lord rooted in reverent surrender—or spiritual convenience? 
      Devotional: 

Exod. 19:4–8, Deut. 10:12–22, 1 Sam. 12:20–24, Matt. 6:24, Luke 9:23–26, Rev. 3:15–20 
             Choose to Serve: 

Today, I will not serve: ________________________________ 
Instead, I will serve the LORD by: 

 
 
      Create & Share: 
Note anything in this passage that could inspire your final “Create & Share” 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate: Grace Before Obedience (Josh. 24:1–13) Why does 

Joshua rehearse God's saving acts before calling for commitment? How does this 
reflect the gospel pattern of grace before obedience? What place does reviewing 
God’s saving acts have in your life today? 
Joshua doesn’t start with rules—he starts with rescue. Just like the 
gospel, God initiates with grace, and then invites our response. 
 
 

2. Choose This Day: (Josh. 24:14–15) What does Joshua say about fearing and serving the LORD? What does 
it mean that we must choose—not once, but every day—whom we will serve? 
It’s not a casual decision. Joshua draws a line in the sand: you will serve something. I’m 
challenged to make my choice real, not theoretical. 
 

 
3. "As for Me and My House": (Josh. 24:15) Joshua doesn’t just speak for himself—he speaks as a leader of 

his household. What does this reveal about spiritual leadership in the home? 
Joshua’s bold declaration makes me ask: who or what shapes the culture of my home? I 
want to be someone who leads others into joyful service of the LORD. 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

 יָֹרֵא
(yah-RAY) – To fear (Josh. 

24:14) – Often misunderstood, 
this word conveys awe-filled 
reverence, not terror. To “fear 

the LORD” is to stand in awe of 
His holiness and authority. 

ד ב   עָֹ
(ah-VAHD) – To serve (Josh. 
24:14–15) – This root appears 
six times in just two verses. It 
includes the idea of worship, 
labor, and allegiance. Serving 
the LORD is total-life devotion. 

ר ח   בָֹ
(bah-CHAR) – To choose 

(Josh. 24:15, 22) – This is the 
language of covenant loyalty. 
It isn’t casual or one-time—it’s 
a deliberate, identity-shaping 

decision. 
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4. A Holy Tension: (Josh. 24:16–20) Why does Joshua warn the people that they can’t serve the LORD? What 
does this reveal about God’s holiness—and the danger of superficial religion? 
This warning hits hard. Joshua knows it’s easy to say “we will serve the LORD” with our lips, 
but our lives may serve idols. God won’t share allegiance. 
 
 
 

5. The People’s Pledge: (Josh. 24:21–24) The people repeat their commitment. How does Joshua reinforce 
it? Why do you think he make them say it out loud and bind it in writing? 
Because words matter. Commitment isn’t private—it’s public, accountable, and remembered. 
This makes me want to reaffirm my own covenant with the LORD. 
 
 

6. Word Reflection (Josh. 24:15, 22; Luke 9:23) Joshua calls Israel to make a defining decision: “Choose 
חַר)  bachar)this day whom you will serve.” Create a simple decision tree or diagram showing what it looks like/בָׁ
to serve the LORD alone versus serving the gods of comfort, fear, pride, or convenience. Then reflect on Luke 
9:23. What does it mean to make this choice not just once—but daily? 
I realized choosing the LORD isn’t a one-time prayer. It’s a daily surrender—turning away 
from lesser gods and picking up my cross to follow Jesus. My loyalty is proven not in 
words, but in habits and heart. 
 
 

7. Word Reflection (Josh. 24:14–24) בַד  The word– (ʿāvad) עָׁ
ʿāvad appears repeatedly in Joshua 24—it’s the heartbeat 
of the chapter. This kind of “service” isn’t just external work; 
it’s total allegiance, devotion, and worship. Make a three-
part list or visual: 

(1) What I once served (idols, fears, patterns) (2) What I now 
serve (the LORD alone) (3) What serving Him looks like this 
week (4) How does this redefine worship—not just as 
singing, but as surrender? 
This made me realize that I’ve “served” a lot of things without 
realizing it. But only God is worthy of my whole life. Serving 
Him isn’t an event—it’s the shape of my every day. 

8. Character Reflection: Achan Joshua warns that 
God will not overlook rebellion. Think back to Achan and 
how he served greed in secret. How is Achan’s rebellion a reminder to you today? 
Achan reminds me that outward religion means nothing if my heart is still clinging to sin. 
Choosing the LORD means surrendering what I’ve been hiding. 
 
 

9. Strong & Courageous – Choose This Day (Josh. 24:15, 22) What will it mean for you to serve the LORD in 
sincerity and faithfulness today? Where are you tempted to hedge your loyalty or delay obedience? 
Today I choose the LORD. Not with perfect strength, but with a willing heart. I want my life 
to say, “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 
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 1.                     Pray to honor God in your decisions 

 2.       Memorize  Joshua 24:14-15 

 3.       Simply Read Joshua 24:29-33 

   4.          Write the Word  Proverbs 3:31-35 

 5.   Community How’s your StudyBuddy? 

 6.    Worship ______________________________ 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

 Lesson Seven/Day Nine - Joshua 24:29–33 

     Big Idea: 

Faithful servants die, but the covenant story continues. 
  Ask as You Dwell:  

What will be said of my life when I am gone—and how will I carry the faith forward 
now? 
      Devotional:  

Gen. 50:24–26, Deut. 34:5–12, Ps. 145:4–7, John 12:24–26, 2 Tim. 4:6–8, Heb. 11:13–22 
             Choose to Serve: 

Today, I will not serve: ________________________________________________________ 
Instead, I will serve the LORD by: 

 
 
      Create & Share: 

Note anything in this passage that could inspire your final “Create & Share” 

Dwelling in the Word... 
1. Remember & Relate: Public Commitment, Private Legacy (Josh. 

24:14–28) After Israel renews their covenant and sets up a stone of witness, what 
happens next? What do you think is significant in lingering over the deaths and 
burials of Joshua, Joseph, and Eleazar? 
This ending isn’t just about closure—it’s about continuity. God’s story 
continues even when great leaders pass. What they planted in faith 
now grows in the next generation. 
 
 

2. Joshua the Servant: (Josh. 24:29–31) How is Joshua remembered? What legacy did he leave, and how 
does the phrase “the servant of the LORD” connect him to Moses? 
Joshua’s life is marked by faithfulness. He’s not remembered for battle but for service. I 
want my life to be remembered not for achievements, but for obedience. 
 
 

3. The Bones of Joseph: (Josh. 24:32; Gen. 50:24–26) Why did Joseph ask for his bones to be carried out of 
Egypt? What does their burial in Shechem symbolize? 
Joseph never forgot God’s promise—even in death. His bones are a witness that God keeps 
His word. His faith reached beyond his lifetime. 
 

Learning Hebrew 

 עֶצֶם
(EH-tsem) – Bone, self, 

strength (Josh. 24:32) – The 
word for “bones” also carries 

the meaning of substance and 
identity. Joseph’s bones are 

more than remains—they are 
a testimony of hope in God’s 

promises. 

ר  ב   קָֹ
(kah-VAR) – To bury (Josh. 
24:29, 30, 32, 33) – This verb 

appears four times here. Burial 
in the land was deeply 
theological—it declared 

belonging, inheritance, and 
resurrection hope. 

ה   נ חֲלָֹ
(nah-cha-LAH) – Inheritance 
(Josh. 24:30, 32) – Appears 

again as the land becomes the 
resting place of both bones 

and promises. 
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4. Geography of Fulfillment: (Josh. 24:32) Where is Joseph buried? Look at your map. Why does it 
matter that the bones return to Shechem? How does this fulfill Genesis and tie into covenant geography? 
Shechem is where Abraham built an altar, where Jacob buried idols, and now where 
Joseph’s faith finds rest. God weaves stories through places—and this land preaches His 
faithfulness. 
 
 

5. Eleazar the Priest: (Josh. 24:33) Why is Eleazar’s burial included here? How does the priestly line's 
transition signal the continuity of worship in Israel? 
It shows that leadership may change, but worship must continue. God provides shepherds 
for every generation. This gives me hope for the future of the Church. 
 
 

6. “A Stone and a Story” Choose one of the figures—Joshua, Joseph, or Eleazar. Write a first-person 
journal entry as if you were them, reflecting on your life’s purpose and what you hope those who follow you 
will carry forward. 
Writing as Joseph helped me see how faith can live beyond death. It made me want to 
carry the covenant with the same hope he had. 
 

7. Character Reflection – Looking back at Rahab, Achan, the Gibeonites, Caleb, the Eastern Tribes, and the 
house of Israel—who do you most identify with in this season of your life? What does their story teach you 
about serving the LORD now? 
I feel closest to Caleb—still walking forward, still believing. But I’ve had Achan moments too. 
These stories remind me God’s mercy is bigger than my past. 
 
 

8. Word Reflection-Bones that Preach (Josh. 24:32) עֶצֶם (etsem) Refers to bones—but it also means 
essence, strength, or identity. When Joseph’s bones are finally buried in Shechem, it’s more than a burial. It’s a 
testimony: “God keeps His promises.” Reflect visually by sketching a tombstone or memory marker. Inside it, 
write a phrase that sums up your spiritual identity. What would your bones say about your faith? What 
message will your life leave when you’re gone? 
Joseph’s faith reached far beyond his lifetime. His bones were a sermon that lasted 400 
years. I want to live that way—so my faith outlives me. 
 
 
 
 

9. Strong & Courageous-Pass It On (Josh. 24:31–33) The generation who knew Joshua served the LORD—
but others would come after. What are you doing now to shape the legacy of faith in your home, your church, 
your world?. 
I want to be a faithful link in the chain. Even if no one remembers my name, I pray they 
remember the God I served. 
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                      Pray...for your Grace Group          Memorize:  Joshua 24:14-15 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

Lesson Seven/Day Ten - Create & Share 

Joshua called the people to a covenant choice—at Shechem, in the shadow of fulfilled 
promises and buried idols. But his words are not just for them. They are for us. 
Jesus echoes the same invitation—but with even deeper weight: 

“If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow Me.” — Luke 9:23 

To serve the LORD means to turn from every other master—comfort, ambition, distraction, 
self—and give yourself fully to the King who gave Himself fully for you. This isn’t about 
adding God to your schedule. This is about naming Him Lord over everything. 
This final day is your opportunity to creatively declare: 

• What God has taught you in Joshua 
• What you’re leaving behind 
• And what it means to serve Him in your real, ordinary, busy, present-day life 

Instructions: 

You’ve spent nine days choosing whom you will not serve—and declaring how you will serve 
the Lord. Now take all that God has stirred in you and give it shape through creative 
expression. Choose a format that reflects your heart and style. Here are some ideas, or ideas 
or create your own: 

• Declaration Art: Design a visual expression of Joshua 24:15 and your own 
commitment. Use art, photography, calligraphy, or digital design. 

• Testimony Letter or Covenant Commitment: Write a personal pledge or letter 
expressing your decision to serve the LORD. What does this mean for your daily 
habits, relationships, and mindset? 

• Faith Journey Map: Draw or annotate your journey through this study or your life. 
Show where God met you, what idols were surrendered, and where He’s leading 
you now. 

• Spoken Word, Psalm, or Song: Write a response poem, worship song, or reflective 
prayer declaring your surrender and service to the Lord. 

• Legacy Project: Create a family motto, “stone of witness,” or set of values rooted in 
Scripture to lead future generations. 

• First-Person Narrative: Reflect through the eyes of Joshua, Joseph, or someone in 
the crowd at Shechem—what do you see, feel, choose? 

And then... 
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As you create, consider... 

Serving the LORD in sincerity and faithfulness doesn’t require adding more to your schedule—it requires 
surrendering all of it. Consider these practical reflections: 

• What does it mean to serve the LORD at home?  
o With your tone, time, and tenderness. 

• What does it mean to serve the LORD at work?  
o With integrity, humility, and diligence. 

• What does it mean to serve the LORD with your calendar?  
o With margin, prayer, and priority on worship. 

• What does it mean to serve the LORD with your thoughts?  
o Casting down comparison, resentment, distraction. 

• What does it mean to serve the LORD with your community?  
o Using your gifts, presence, and grace to build up the Church. 

Let this final act of Create & Share be a stake in the ground.  
Like Joshua, say it aloud, say it boldly:  
 

As for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD 
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Closing Session 
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Grace Group 
  

Open with prayer then recite memory verse from the previous lesson. 
 

Got Questions? If you have a question left unanswered or needing more 
clarification, this is a great time to make a note of it and share in the Q&R 

time following teaching. 
 

Thinking Back to Lesson 7 

DAY PAGES   

1... 159-160 Share something you learned, loved, or were 
encouraged by from the previous message and/or 
Grace Group time. 
 

2... 161-162 Share any of your notes, questions, or comments 

Share Your Responses... 

3... 163-164 #’s “Choose to Serve” and 1, 6, 8 
4... 165-166 #’s 1, 5, and 7 
5... 167-168 #’s 2, 6, and 7 
6... 169-170 #’s 3, 6, 7, and 9 
7... 171-172 #’s 2, 6, and 7 or 8 
8... 173-174 #’s 1, 4, and 8 
9... 175-176 #’s 3, 4, and 8 

10... 177-178 Create & Share 
 
Up Next: Teaching Joshua 22-24 - “Choose this Day” 
 
We believe God hears, sees, knows, and is ready to answer us 

and guide us when we pray. 
 

Pray as you transition from Group to Teaching time for 
our fellowship to be God-honoring and focused on His 

word. 
 

 

                     
You are loved and prayed for! 
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Teaching Time - Joshua 21-24 || Choose this Day 
Joshua 21:1-45 || Every Promise Fulfilled 

ן הֵּ   .priest—(ko-HANE) כֹּ
ית ל   בֵּ אֵּ שְרָׁ יִֹ —bêt Yisra’el, the house of Israel. 

 :to give appears three times in those verses—(nātan) נָׁתַן
The LORD gave __________________________________________. 
The LORD gave __________________________________________ 
The LORD gave __________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua 22:1-20 || Misplaced Assumptions/Fractured Unity/Zeal Guided by Grace 
בוּת   .to return—(shah-VOOT) שָׁ
טְא   sin—(chet) חֵּ
ה נְאָׁ  a passionate, almost jealous devotion—(kin-AH) קִֹ
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua 22:21-34 || Choose humility/Speak truth 
ד  .witness—(eyd) עֵּ
ה דָׁ  .service, worship—(ah-voh-DAH) עֲבֹּ
לוֹם   .peace—(shalom) שָׁ
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua 23:1-16 || The only path to covenant life and lasting blessing. 
בַק   .to stick, to cleave, to be inseparably joined—(da-VAHK) דָׁ
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua 24:1-13 || : God’s covenant faithfulness in real places, people, and promises 
ם כֵּ  .Shechem—(sha-KHEM) שָׁ
 .to give—He gave Abraham a son—(nātan) נָׁתַן
עַק  .to cry out in desperation, in anguish—(tsa-AHK) צָׁ
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Joshua 24:14-28 || God has been faithful—now it’s your turn to choose. 
Cities of Refuge (קְלָׁט  .reveal God’s justice and mercy (מִֹ
Jesus is our better miklat—our refuge and high priest. 
No one is too far from grace. The gates are open. 
1. “Fear the LORD…” (v. 14) א  .to fear—(yah-RAY) יָׁרֵּ
2. “…and serve Him in sincerity and faithfulness.” בַד  to serve—(ah-VAHD) עָׁ
3. “Choose this day whom you will serve…” (v. 15) חַר  .to choose—(bah-CHAR) בָׁ
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua 24:29-33 || Faithful servants die, but the covenant story continues. 
  .inheritance—(nah-cha-LAH) נַחֲלָׁה
 bone—(EH-tsem) עֶצֶם
בַר   to bury—(kah-VAR) קָׁ
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call: 
Christ is risen. The tomb is empty. The promise still stands. 

Response: 
We choose this day to serve the LORD. 
Not by fear, but by faith. 
Not in our strength, but in His resurrection power. 

Call: 
We are His people. 
We are His witnesses. 
We are His servants. 

Response: 
We will not shrink back. 
We will not forget the promise. 
We will remember what God has done. 

Call: 
As for me and my house… 

Response: 
We will serve the LORD!  

  

Watch/Listen to this message on the “Dwelling Richly” podcast. 
Notes/Handout for this message in our ChurchCenter group or 
  JenniferGRichmond.com or   LaMiradaChurch.com/Dwelling-Richly 

https://www.youtube.com/c/JenniferRichmond
https://www.jennifergrichmond.com/teaching/?sermon_series=joshua-strong-courageous
https://www.lamiradachurch.com/dwelling-richly/
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My Heart to Yours... 
 
As we come to the final page of this journey through Joshua, my heart is full. 

Full of gratitude—for the joy of walking in the Word together. 
Full of wonder—for the ways God has met us on every page. 
Full of awe—for a Savior who leads us faithfully, one promise at a time. 

This isn’t just the end of a study—it’s a holy moment of remembrance. 
 

We’ve stood at the Jordan. We’ve marched around Jericho. We’ve claimed inheritance, 
wrestled with hard truths, and seen grace in unexpected places. 

We’ve lingered with Rahab, bold and believing, who chose mercy over fear. 
We’ve walked with Achsah, who asked for more because she knew the heart of her 
father. 
We’ve admired Caleb, whose strength was not in his age, but in his unwavering trust. 
We’ve learned from Joshua, who stood with quiet courage and called a people to 
choose. 

And we’ve seen Jesus—in every victory, every act of mercy, every fulfilled promise. 
 

But here’s something I hope you don’t miss: the timing of all of this. 
The people of Israel crossed the Jordan in the springtime of the year—just as the season 
of Passover approached. And within days, they celebrated First Fruits in the land God had 
promised.  
 

Going forward, I pray that as you remember the cross and celebrate the resurrection, you 
know more deeply how you are walking in step with the ancient calendar God gave His 
people—a calendar that taught them to look back at His faithfulness and to look forward 
to their Messiah. 
 

He gave them time-markers to teach them trust. And He still does. 
 

Just as First Fruits pointed to Jesus’ resurrection, so every promise in Joshua points to our 
greater Joshua—Jesus, who leads us not merely into Canaan, but into new creation, into 
eternal rest, into a kingdom that cannot be shaken. 
 

So as this study closes, I invite you to mark this moment on your calendar but also in your 
heart. 
 

Let it be a spiritual altar. A “witness,” like the tribes built by the Jordan. A testimony that in 
this season, you listened, you wrestled, you grew, you chose again to serve the LORD. 
Because the story of Joshua isn’t over. It continues in you. 

Cling to the LORD—בַק  .(da-VAHK) דָׁ
Live with that holy awe—א  .(yah-RAY) יָׁרֵּ
Serve Him with your whole life—בַד  .(ah-VAHD) עָׁ

And remember: the tomb is still empty. The promise still stands. 
The calendar may move on—but Jesus remains the center and it is because of this truth 
that we can truly be always, strong and courageous. 

Eyes on Him, 
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	Dwelling in the Word...
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	Dwelling in the Word...
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	2. Meet Joshua. Note details about Joshua: Exodus 17:8-13, 24:13, 32:17, 33:11; Numbers 11:28, 13:8-16, 14:6-38, 27:18-23; Deut. 34:9; 1 Chronicles 7:20-29. What does Joshua’s name mean? _________________________________________
	3. Map It...the areas noted in Deut. 34:1-8 and Josh. 1:1-4. Note: bodies of water to the far west and northern and southern ends of the Jordan. We’ll be adding more detail later in this lesson. Use an online map or map in your Bible for reference. Wa...
	4. Covenant Faithfulness. Compare the land boundaries described here with God’s promise in Genesis 15:18-21. What does this tell you about God’s covenant faithfulness then? What does this mean for you today?
	5. Commands and Promises. (Josh 1:2-9) Note every command and promise God gives to Joshua and the people of Israel.
	6. Be Strong and Courageous. Read Deuteronomy 31:6-7, 23 along with Joshua 1:6-9. Why do you think this command is so central to Joshua’s commission?
	7. Meditating on the Law. What does it mean to “meditate” on the God’s Word? How is meditating different than reading or hearing? What difference would meditating make in your own life as you seek to fulfill Colossians 3:16?
	8. Torah Time. (Joshua 1:8) Read also Psalm 1:2 and 119:15. What role does keeping the “Book of the Law” play in the life of God’s people? What role should it play in your life? How are prosperity and success connected to the Law?
	9. Blessed Assurance. In light of God’s promises and presence, what fears might Joshua have faced? How does God’s reassurance address those fears? What tools does God offer Joshua and the people?
	10. Strong & Courageous: Reflect on how God’s faithfulness and presence in Joshua’s commission challenge and encourage you to trust Him more fully. What step of obedience can you take this week to let God’s Word dwell in you richly and shape your life?


	Lesson Two /Day Four – Joshua 1:10-18
	Thinking Back...
	1. Faith & Fear. What part can both faith and fear play in the lives of even the strongest believer? How does God anticipate this reality and speak to it in Joshua 1:1-9? Think about Joshua’s own experience with people of faith and fear – Numbers chap...
	2. Foundation-Fulfilled. Read Hebrews 13:5-8. What connections do you see with the opening of Joshua and specifically God’s promise in Joshua 1:5? How is the account of Joshua foundational to believing and applying the truth written in Hebrews?

	Dwelling Well...
	3. Preparing to Possess. (1:10-11) How does Joshua’s immediate obedience to God’s instructions demonstrate his faith in God’s promises? How might the lessons learned in the past 40 years have impacted his faith?
	4. The Command. (1:10) What is Joshua’s God-inspired command and of whom does he make this command?
	5. Will You? (1:12-15) Which three tribes have a special land arrangement? ______________________________________________________
	Read Numbers 32 for background. Add these tribes to your map, pg 45.  NOTE: These tribes are collectively called the “Transjordanian” tribes because they are across the Jordan river from the Promised Land. What had YHWH promised to provide?
	What was the commitment that these tribes had to fulfill?
	What will be their blessing if they fulfill their vow?

	6. We Will!(1:16) How do the Transjordanian leaders (Reubenites, Gadites, and half-tribe of Manasseh) respond?
	7. Irony or Ignorance? (1:17a) What promise do these leaders make? Do you think they are sincere? Are they ignorant of the past or overly optimistic about the future? Having read all of Joshua in our first lesson what do you know about what will happe...
	8. Ready for Rest. What does Joshua remind the leaders of TWICE in his commanding speech? Consider 1:13 and 1:15. Why do you think this is so important that he repeats it?
	9. United in Mission. (1:17b-18) How do the Transjordan leaders show that even though they are on the other side from the other tribes they are on Joshua’s side and recognize him as their leader? What two encouragements do they give Joshua? What one w...
	10. Strong & Courageous. Consider the bold encouragements and strong warning of the Transjordan leaders  (Josh. 1:17-18.) Think about Joshua’s bold promise of what God would provide (Josh. 1:13, 15.) What does it look like in your life today to boldly...


	Lesson Two /Day Five – Joshua 2:1-14
	Thinking Back...
	1. Been There, Done That. Consider what spiritual as well as strategic lessons Joshua learned from his experience recorded in Numbers 13:1-14:38 and recapped by Moses in Deuteronomy 1:22-28.
	Spiritual Lessons...
	Strategic Lessons...

	2. Fame and Fear. Read Exodus 15:1-18. How did this event impact the spread of YHWH’s fame in the land? Read Exodus 23:27-28. What was God’s promise?

	Dwelling Richly...
	3. Risky Choice. Why do you think Joshua sent only two spies into Jericho? Why send any at all considering God’s promise of victory?
	4. Meet Rahab. Based only on this passage, what facts can you gather about Rahab? Based on these few initial facts, what might you infer about her life, faith, history, hopes, etc.?
	5. Rahab’s Role. What was significant about Rahab’s house being part of the city wall? How might this detail highlight God’s goodness and providence for His people?
	6. Word’s Out. What insight does Rahab share about her people? ...about her understanding of YHWH? Note the facts she states and truths she infers about YHWH.
	7. Sworn Oaths. What does Rahab ask of the spies? Why do you think she trusted them? What does this tell you about her beliefs?
	8. Strong and Courageous. Rahab chose to align herself with YHWH, the God of Israel, instead of the king of her own land. How does she exemplify strength and courage?


	Lesson Two /Day Six – Joshua 2:15-24
	Thinking Back....
	1. Faith that Acts. Reflect on Rahab’s bold faith from Joshua 2:1-14. Why was her faith stronger than her fear of the Canaanites or any consequence of her actions?
	2. Rescue Stories. Consider how God saved and set apart other people in the Torah like Noah building the ark (Genesis 6:9-22) or the Israelites placing blood on their doorposts during Passover (Exodus 12:1-28). How do these examples of faith in action...

	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. Scarlet Tikvah (Cord): Whose idea was the scarlet Tikvah (cord)? What is the significance of Rahab tying it in her window (Joshua 2:18-21)? How does this act of obedience reflect her understanding of who the God of Israel is?
	4. Escape and Strategy: Why was it important for the spies to follow Rahab’s instructions for their escape (Joshua 2:15-16)? What does this reveal about Rahab’s resourcefulness and the spies’ trust in her?
	5. A Promise Kept: Rahab and the spies make a covenant of mutual trust (Joshua 2:17-20). What are the terms of their covenant? Why would the spies be willing to enter into such a covenant knowing that the Amorites of this area are destined for destruc...
	6. Faith and Family: Rahab seeks salvation not only for herself but for her entire family (Joshua 2:18). How does her faith encourage us to intercede for those we love? Consider and Connect to this New Testament passage: Acts 16:25-34
	7. The Fear of the Lord: In Joshua 2:23-24, the spies report that the people of Jericho are terrified because of Israel. How does this fulfillment of God’s promise in Exodus 23:27-28 strengthen Joshua and the Israelites? What does this teach you about...
	8. Strong and Courageous: How can you trust and act on God’s promises in your own life this week, even when the outcome isn’t immediately clear? Where might God be calling you to step out in faith and courage like Rahab?


	Lesson Two /Day Seven – Joshua 3:1-17
	Thinking Back...
	1. Faith that Leads. How did Rahab’s faith in Joshua 2 demonstrate trust in God’s plan? How does her example prepare us for the Israelites’ trust in Joshua 3?
	2. God’s Presence in the Journey: Reflect on Exodus 13:21-22, where God led Israel with a pillar of cloud and fire. How does God’s presence then compare to His presence in the ark leading Israel in Joshua 3?

	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. A New Leader: In Joshua 3:7, God promises to exalt Joshua in the eyes of all Israel. Why was this significant for the people and for Joshua’s leadership? What does this teach you about God?
	4. The Role of the Ark: The ark of the covenant is mentioned multiple times in this passage.. Why was the ark so central to the crossing of the Jordan? What did it symbolize for the people of Israel? Read Exodus 25:10-22, Numbers 10:33-36, Deuteronomy...
	5. Stepping Into the Water: The priests were commanded to step into the Jordan before the waters would part (Joshua 3:13-16). Why do you think God required this act of faith? How does this challenge us to trust God even when we can’t see the full pict...
	6. A Miraculous Crossing: What parallels can you draw between the crossing of the Jordan in Joshua 3 and the crossing of the Red Sea in Exodus 14? How does this miracle reaffirm God’s power and faithfulness to a new generation of Israelites?
	7. Sanctify Yourselves: In Joshua 3:5, Joshua tells the people to consecrate themselves because the Lord will do wonders among them. What does it mean to consecrate oneself? How can we prepare our hearts to witness God’s work in our lives today?
	8. God’s Timing and Provision: The Jordan was at flood stage when the people crossed (Joshua 3:15). Why might God have chosen such a challenging time for this miracle? What does this teach us about His power and purpose?
	9. Foundational-Fulfilled. The Israelites’ crossing of the Jordan into the promised land marked the beginning of a new chapter in their journey with God. Read Matthew 3:13-17 and Romans 6:3-4. How does this crossing foreshadow the work of Jesus and th...
	10. Strong and Courageous. Just as the priests stepped into the Jordan, we are often called to take steps of faith before seeing God’s provision. What “first step” might God be asking you to take in your life? How can you trust Him to lead and provide...


	Lesson Two/Day Eight – Joshua 4:1-14
	Thinking Back...
	1. Faithful Reminders: In Joshua 3, God miraculously stopped the waters of the Jordan so His people could cross. How does this event connect to God’s parting of the Red Sea in Exodus 14? What does this teach us about God’s consistency in fulfilling Hi...
	2. The Power of Remembrance: Reflect on Deuteronomy 6:4-9, where God instructs His people to teach His commands to their children. How does this connect to God’s command in Joshua 4:6-7 to set up memorial stones? Why is remembering so important in faith?

	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. Twelve Stones, Twelve Tribes: Why did God command one man from each tribe to carry a stone from the Jordan (Joshua 4:2-5)? How did this act emphasize unity and shared participation among God’s people?
	4. Memorial (Zechar) Stones: In Joshua 4:6-7, God says the stones are to be a sign for future generations. What might these stones have communicated to the children of Israel years later? What are some ways we can create "memorials" to help us remembe...
	5. The Role of the Priests: The priests carrying the ark stood in the middle of the Jordan until everyone crossed (Joshua 4:10). What does this say about the role of spiritual leaders in supporting God’s people as they step forward in faith?
	6. God’s Glory in Leadership: In Joshua 4:14, God exalts Joshua in the eyes of all Israel, just as He did for Moses. How might this affirmation have encouraged both Joshua and the people?
	7. Stones That Speak: Imagine you are one of the Israelites placing a stone on the pile. Reflect on how this moment echoes God’s command to Moses in Exodus 12:24-27. How does the memorial of the Passover and the memorial stones in Joshua 4 both serve ...
	8. The Waters Held Back: Joshua 4:11-13 notes that the river’s waters remained held back until everyone crossed safely. How does this reflect God’s patience and care for every individual in His plan?
	9. Jesus, Our Living Memorial: The memorial stones in Joshua 4:6-7 were a sign to remind future generations of God’s faithfulness. Read Luke 22:19-20 and 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. How do the stones in Joshua point forward to Jesus as the ultimate remind...
	10. Strong and Courageous. God calls His people to remember His works and share them with others. What is one way you can intentionally "set up a memorial" in your life to remember God’s faithfulness? How might sharing your testimony encourage others ...


	Lesson Two /Day Nine – Joshua 4:15-5:1
	Thinking Back...
	1. God’s Steadfast Presence: Reflect on Joshua 3:7-13 and how the ark of the covenant symbolized God’s presence leading the people into the Jordan. How does God’s presence in the crossing assure His people of His continued guidance?

	Dwelling in the Word...
	2. God’s Command to Joshua: In Joshua 4:15-18, God commands Joshua to bring the priests and the ark out of the Jordan. Why was it significant that God gave specific instructions for both entering and exiting the Jordan? How does this demonstrate God’s...
	3. The Miracle’s Conclusion: As soon as the priests’ feet touch dry ground, the waters of the Jordan return to their full flow (Joshua 4:18). What does this say about God’s timing and control over creation? How might this have strengthened the Israeli...
	4. Significant Timing: Joshua 4:19 notes the exact day when the people came up from the Jordan. What day was it? ___________________________Why is this significant? Read Exodus 12:1-3 to learn what God commanded Israel to do on this same date during t...
	5. The Stones as a Witness: Joshua 4:20-24 emphasizes that the memorial stones were to serve as a sign for future generations and a testimony to all the earth of God’s power. Underline the word “when” in verse 21. “When” indicates an expectation that ...
	6. A Step of Faith: Imagine being one of the priests carrying the ark as the waters of the Jordan surged back into place behind you. What emotions might you feel as you step onto dry land? Write or draw a reflection about how this moment reflects God’...
	7. Hearts Melt with Fear: Joshua 5:1 describes how the Canaanite kings responded with fear when they heard about the Jordan crossing. What does this reveal about the power of God’s reputation? How does this fear fulfill God’s promise and pave the way ...
	8. Strong and Courageous. Read Philippians 1:6 and Hebrews 12:2. How does the completion of the Jordan crossing point to God’s faithfulness to finish what He starts in our lives? How does this remind you of Jesus, who both began and completed the work...


	Lesson Two/Day Ten - Create and “Zechar”

	Lesson One
	Lesson Three – Joshua 5:2-6:27
	Grace Group
	Teaching Time
	• Introduce:
	o 💡Big Idea: Victorious living, God’s Way - God’s ways are not ours – all-the-more reason to fully submit, trust His plan, and show faithful obedience.
	o ❓Ask as You Dwell: Am I living in this kind of submission, trust, and obedience?
	o 📖Devotional: Proverbs 3:5-6; Isaiah 55:8-9; Revelation 11:15-19
	• In anticipation of the chapters ahead teach about
	o footnotes (little numbers/letters) in their Bible
	o comparing and using the “right” Bible
	▪ ESV vs NIV vs NET vs NLT etc
	• “When God delivered His people from slavery in Egypt, what was the first thing He gave them? A calendar – Why??
	• “Learning Hebrew: boxes – review how to write Hebrew
	• Look for:
	o Repeat phrases: “where have I heard/read this before?”
	▪ Joshua 4:19 and Numbers 32:11
	o Numbers and their meanings
	▪ THREE: שָׁלוֹשׁ The number three is associated with completeness and stability. It is seen in various aspects of life and religious practice, such as the three patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), the three annual pilgrimage festivals (Passover, ...
	▪ SIX – SHAYSH - Usage: The Hebrew word "shesh" is the numeral for the number six. It is used in the Bible to denote quantity, sequence, and measurement. The number six often appears in contexts related to time, such as days of work, and in measuremen...
	o Typology in Joshua
	▪ Jordan crossing – baptism
	▪ Rahab – the church
	▪ Jericho – the world, flesh, devile overcome by
	▪ Yeshua – Christ (Calvin)
	▪ 7-days of marching – fullness of time when the world will perish (1 John 2:17, Origen/Maximus)
	▪
	• Prescriptive vs Descriptive
	o
	• NOTES ON JOSHUA
	o Joshua's full name was "Joshua the son of Nun" (|1]"|2 yyin;).
	o The Talmud notes that the word Nun (]) means "fish," a symbol of activity and life.
	o The first mention of the word is found in Exodus 33:11 in reference to Yehoshua.
	o Yehoshua, the one who succeeded Moses and was able to enter the Promised Land, was the "Son of Life"- a clear picture of Yeshua our Messiah
	• NOTES ON JERICHO
	o
	• Josh 3:3-4:18 Ark of the covenant of the LORD your God... first introduced. Review the Ark purpose

	Day by Day
	Lesson overview Use the checklist to help you plan your time with God - “TWiG Time”

	My Heart to Yours...
	Lesson Three/Day Two – Joshua 5:2-6:27
	Introduction: Day Two is our “fly-over” day covering the passages we’ll be dwelling through in this lesson. Look for details to pop out to you, new ideas, repeated phrases, and as always, how God is revealing Himself. Remember as you dwell that God’s ...
	❓Ask as you dwell: What patterns of God’s faithfulness am I seeing? What other events or Scriptures does this remind me of? Is there a worship song or hymn that connects with me here?
	Thinking Back...
	1. Remember & Relate: Re-Read Joshua 1:1-5:1. Review your notes from the message or Grace Groups. What is one new insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 1:1-5:1?
	2. Ready to Worship: As you read and dwell through each day’s passage, use the line above (#6 Worship) to write the name of a worship song, hymn, or chorus that come to mind. Remember, our goal is to “let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly...”  Thi...

	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. Day Three Reading: Joshua 5:2-12
	4. Day Four Reading: Joshua 5:13-15
	5. Day Five Reading: Joshua 6:1-7
	6. Day Six Reading: Joshua 6:8-14
	7. Day Seven Reading: Joshua 6:15-21
	8. Day Eight Reading: Joshua 6:22-25
	9. Day Nine Reading: Joshua 6:26-27
	10. Create & Share – This is a good time to look ahead to Day Ten, “Create & Share.”
	Prepare ahead of time and even do a little each day as time permits.



	Lesson Three/Day Three – Joshua 5:2-9
	12Big Idea: God calls His people to renewal before leading them forward. Before entering the land, Israel first had to prepare their hearts. God commanded Joshua to circumcise the men, renewing their covenant with Him. The previous generation had fail...
	12Devotional: Ps. 51:10-12; Rom. 2:28-29; 1 Cor. 10:11-13; Col. 2:11-12
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate: From the perspective of a Canaanite king or one of the people of Israel, describe what you have heard or witnessed and how you feel about the events recorded in Joshua chapters 3-4 – Read 5:1 for inspiration!
	2. Sign of the Covenant. Review the following and write some notes about circumcision:
	Genesis 17:9-14 and Exodus 12:48 / To whom was circumcision first announced? Why was it important? Who was it for?
	Leviticus 26:41 and Deuteronomy.10:16 / What else do you notice about circumcision from these passages? Why is this important?

	3. A Cut Above. (5:2-3) What does the LORD command? How does Joshua respond? Why is this significant? (Consider Joshua 1:8-9.)
	COMMAND:
	RESPONSE:
	SIGNIFICANCE:

	4. Nick at Night. (5:4-7) Imagine you are explaining to your curious young niece or nephew who is asking, “Why is Joshua having them circumcised and why now?”
	5. No Shortcuts with God. (5:4-7 and 1 Corinthians 10:1-13) The apostle Paul refers to these events giving warnings and hope of how to live in light of what happened. What is the biggest warning to you today? Why? What from these passages brings you g...
	BIGGEST WARNING:
	BIGGEST HOPE:

	6. Rolling Away Reproach. (5:9) What does God say He accomplished for Israel? How does this moment mark a new identity for Israel? (Add Gilgal to your map from Lesson Two. What other events happen in this area?)
	7. Circumcised and Consecrated. How was this act of circumcision an act of faith and obedience? How might getting circumcised have been seen as too risky or unwise from a strategic standpoint?
	8. Strong & Courageous: Before Israel could step into God’s promises they had to obey – even if that meant becoming physically vulnerable. Did this take strength and courage? How so or not? What does this kind of vulnerability and absolute trust look ...


	Lesson Three/Day Four – Joshua 5:10-15
	12Big Idea: Promised land, Passover, and prepared for battle-align with God. Victory is not about their strength, but about allegiance to God - the true Commander, and our role is to align with His will, not the other way around.
	12Devotional: Ex. 12:24-28, 16:31-35; Ps.24:7-10; John 6:31-36, 12:12-16; Heb. 12:28-29
	Thinking Back-Looking Ahead...
	1. Remember & Relate. When God delivered His people from slavery in Egypt  what was the first thing He gave them? _________________________ What was the first observation on God’s calendar? __________________ How did observing Passover shape Israel’s ...
	2. Foundation-Fulfilled. On what day did Israel come up out of the Jordan? (Josh. 4:19) Consider the significance of this day on God’s calendar as it connects to the life of Jesus. Read Matthew 3:13-17 and then John 12:12-16

	Dwelling Well...
	3. but first, Passover. (5:10) Note facts of this moment:
	Now, consider the sights, sounds, and even aromas of a Passover observance. How might this feast have reminded Israel of God’s faithfulness in both Egypt and now at the threshold of the Promised Land? How might all of this impacted the residents of Je...

	4. Provision and Promise (5:12) How does this verse mark a fulfillment of God’s promise and a reminder forever of God’s faithfulness? Draw or describe your response. Consider Exodus 16:31-35 and Deuteronomy.8:3.
	5. Foundation Fulfilled. Read John 6:31-36. How does Jesus connect His life to this moment? How does the shift from manna to the provision from the land point forward to Jesus?
	6. The Commander’s Commander. (5:13) At some point after observing Passover Joshua, who had been in at least 5 battles en route to Jericho over the course of the 40 years since Egypt, is now preparing for battle again. What was true of these battles w...
	7. Divine Perspective (5:13-15)
	Joshua’s 1st question: _____________________________________________________________
	The “man’s” 3 distinct responses to Joshua’s 1st question:
	1)_______ 2)__________________________________________________________________
	No, I am the commander of the army of the LORD
	3)__________________________________
	Now I have come
	Joshua’s response: _______________________________________________________________
	Falls on his face and worships
	Joshua’s 2nd question: _____________________________________________________________
	What does my lord say/require?
	The “man’s” answer: ______________________________________________________________
	Take off your sandals from your fee, for the place where you are standing is holy
	Joshua’s response: _____________________________________
	Why do you think the commander of the army of the LORD responds to Joshua’s first question in this way?
	How does this encounter set Joshua up for success as he leads the people to conquer Jericho?

	8. Strong & Courageous What does it look like to align yourself fully with God’s will rather than expecting Him to align with yours? What are some practical ways you can keep in check any tendency you might have of assuming that God’s way of doing thi...


	Lesson Three/Day Five – Joshua 6:1-7
	12Big Idea: Victorious living, God’s Way - God’s ways are not ours – all-the-more reason to fully submit, trust His plan, and show faithful obedience.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: Am I living in this kind of submission, trust, and obedience?
	12Devotional: Proverbs 3:5-6; Isaiah 55:8-9; Revelation 11:15-19
	Thinking Back...
	1. Remember & Relate. What is the Ark of the Covenant?
	What has been its role in the life of God’s people?
	The Ark is called by a few names other than simply, “the ark.”. Note them here: Exodus. 25:22 – “the Ark of the __________________
	(Testimony) derived from the root meaning “to bear witness”, Greek connection: μαρτυρία, martyria, witness
	Num 10:33 – “the Ark of the ___________________________________
	Covenant of the LORD
	Joshua 3:6 – “the Ark of the ________________.
	Covenant
	The Ark is mentioned twice in the New Testament. Note the context for each of these passages:


	Dwelling Richly...
	2. Do You See What I See? (6:1) From Joshua and all of Israel’s point of view, what can be plainly seen? How does this moment connect to Rahab’s words? (Joshua 2:9-11)
	3. Do You See What He Sees? (6:2) With these plainly visible facts in mind, what is striking to you about what the LORD says to Joshua? Note how YHWH speaks about the victory. Read Romans 8:37. How does this passage reflect the truth about the victory...
	4. God’s Battle Plans. (6:3-5) Draw or Describe the battle plans. Where is the Ark in all this? What does God promise will happen? Notice the commands for the: Men of War, Priests, and All the People
	5. Leadership in Action. (6:6-7) How does Joshua respond to God’s commands? How might his confidence in God’s promise have influenced the people and their willingness to follow?
	6. Strong and Courageous. Read Isaiah 55:8-9. How does this truth about God connect to our passage today? How can you walk in faithful obedience even when God’s instructions seem unconventional?


	Lesson Three/Day Six – Joshua 6:8-14
	12Big Idea: Victory is often a process of trust and endurance, not instant success.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: How do I respond when I don’t see immediate results from obedience? What does it look like to trust God’s timing in the process?
	12Devotional: Psalm 37:7-9; Habakkuk 2:3; Hebrews 10:36; Galatians 6:9
	Thinking Back....
	1. Prepared for Battle. Long before Jericho, God gave specific instructions about trumpets, marching, and gathering. Read Numbers 10:1-10 What was the purpose of these commands. How does God use sound as a signal of movement, battle, and worship?.
	2. God’s Ways.  When Israel left Egypt, God led them in a specific way rather than the shortest route. Read Exodus 13:17-22 and note how God's presence led His people. How did their journey require trust and patience?

	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. Leading the Way. (6:8-9) Draw and label a simple sketch of the scene described in Joshua 6:8-9. What is significant about the location of the Ark in God’s battle plan?
	4. Journaling through Joshua. (6:10) Imagine you are among the people ready to take Jericho. Write your thoughts having heard Joshua’s three strict commands. How hard or easy would this have been for you? Do you think you could have fully obeyed this ...
	5. Circling the City. (6:11) Closing in on God’s big plan, the march begins. Recall God’s promise to Israel back in Exodus 23:30. How is that moment coming to pass in this account? How does 2 Cor. 5:7 challenge you to trust God in areas of your own li...
	6. Leading by Example. (6:12) How is Joshua leading by example and demonstrating focused obedience?
	7. Ditto. (6:12-14)  Joshua 6:12-14 is an “ditto” moment. Had this term existed when the book of Joshua was recorded, maybe the author would have simple written, “ditto.” While it has its place, writing ditto, or even as here, abbreviating the events,...
	DAY ONE:
	DAY TWO
	DAY THREE
	DAY FOUR
	DAY FIVE
	DAY SIX

	8. “So they did for six days.” (6:14) Q: Could YHWH have conquered Jericho in one day? A: ______ Then Why six? Why not five or three or one or none? Consider the Hebrew meaning of “six” and share your personal thoughts and observations. NOTE: We cover...
	9. Strong and Courageous: Select one or more of the devotional suggestions for today’s lesson. What faith building application can you take from that passage in light of today’s lesson?


	Lesson Three/Day Seven – Joshua 6:15-21
	Thinking Back...
	1. The Power of the Shout. Read Leviticus 23:23-25 and Psalm 47:1-2. What role does shouting play in biblical victory and worship?
	2. Devoted to Destruction.  Before entering Canaan, God instructed Israel about how to handle certain cities and their possessions. Read Deuteronomy 7:1-6, 20:16-18. Why was this command important for Israel’s faithfulness?
	3. Iniquities Complete! Read Genesis 15:16. What promise and warning does God give Abraham? How is this about to be fulfilled? What does this tell you about God’s justice and perfect timing?

	Dwelling in the Word...
	4. Dawning of a New Day. (6:15) You are preparing for this 7th day of marching. You’re up early and have a few moments to write your thoughts. Reflect back on the previous 6 days and even back to the day you first heard Joshua relay what the commander...
	5. Shout, Shout, Let it all Out! (6:16-17) What does Joshua command? How does this remind you of God’s promise? Read Hebrews 11:1. How does this verse apply to Israel’s moment of shouting?
	6. Redemption & Destruction. (6:17-18) Joshua gives two strong and clear exceptions to the total destruction of Jericho – a positive command to spare Rahab and a negative command to not take the herem. Both commands are based on promises. What are the...
	7. A Miraculous Conquest. (6:20-21) Compare what happens with what was promised in Joshua 6:5. How do the people demonstrate their faithful obedience to God?
	8. Hard but Holy. (6:21) Is it difficult for you to read about the total destruction of Jericho? How so or not? Consider the truths of Romans 1:18-2:16, 6:23 and keep in mind God’s word to Abraham (Gen. 15:16).
	9. Strong & Courageous. Our focus in the Dwelling Richly study is to first approach the Bible with a heart and mind to know God, and then to align ourselves to love him with our heart, soul, mind, and strength. How will doing this help you to deal wit...


	Lesson Three/Day Eight – Joshua 6:22-25
	Thinking Back...
	1. Always God’s Plan: Read Exodus 12:48-49. What did God make plans for many years before the Jericho account? What does this tell you about the heart of God?
	2. First Things First: (Exodus 23:19; Leviticus 23:9-14; Deuteronomy 26:1-4) – God commanded Israel to bring the firstfruits of their harvest to Him as an act of worship and trust. Read these passages and note what was required of Israel. What was the...

	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. Two Men and a Promise: (6:22-23) What instructions does Joshua give regarding Rahab and her household? How does this fulfill the agreement made in Joshua 2:12-14? Read Psalm 33:18-19 – How does this verse reflect Rahab’s trust in God?
	4. Treasures for the LORD. (6:18-19, 24) What was God’s command regarding what was to be set apart to Him? Why do you think God commanded this? Consider how this reflects a firstfruits offering.
	5. Fall of Jericho-Rise of Rahab: (6:23-24) What happens to Jericho? What happens to Rahab and her family? How does this moment highlight the contrast between judgment and salvation? Read John 5:24 – How does Jesus describe the kind of salvation Rahab...
	6. Loyalty and Life: (6:25) Read this verse along with 2:12-14 closely looking for the references to life. What do you notice? Why was Rahab permitted to “live in Israel to this day” when the rest of Jericho was infamously destroyed? What role did loy...
	7. Lineage and Legacy: How does Rahab’s loyalty impact her life now and her lineage to come? Read Ruth 4:18-22 and 1st Chronicles 2:11 along with the New Testament devotional passages above for details about Rahab. What do you learn about her lineage?...
	8. Strong and Courageous: Rahab was not just spared—she was redeemed and included in God’s people. How does her story foreshadow the way God welcomes all into His family? What does it mean for you personally to be brought near to God, no matter your p...


	Lesson Three/Day Nine – Joshua 6:26-27
	Thinking Back...
	1. A Leader with God’s Presence: What was God’s promise in Joshua 1:5?
	2. The Power of an Oath: What has God said about oaths? Read Numbers 30:1-2 and Deuteronomy 23:21-23
	3. Hear and Obey: Long before Jericho, God gave Israel some oddly specific commands. Deuteronomy 13:12-18 is one such scenario. How does this passage anticipate the scene standing at the rubble of Jericho?

	Dwelling in the Word...
	4. Curse and Consequences: What does Joshua pronounce over the future of Jericho? Why does he do this? Consider Deuteronomy 20:16-18 for more details.
	5. Deadly Defiance: No matter how much evidence there is that God will be true to His word someone seems convinced that the rules don’t apply to him or that they will escape God’s notice. Read 1 Kings 16:34. What does this brief account teach you abou...
	6. When God Speaks: Throughout Scripture, God’s faithfulness applies to both blessings and consequences. What do Exodus 34:6-7 and Galatians 6:7 help you to see and know about God today?
	7. Faithfulness & Fame: What place does “fame” have in the life of one who follows God? Is there a place for it? Why or why not? What can you learn from the example of Joshua’s life as you consider how fame does or does not find a place in a believer’...
	8. Two Yeshuas: They don’t only have a name in common – we know him as Joshua and Him as Jesus – but their names, in Hebrew are the same – both meaning “YHWH is salvation” or “the LORD saves.” In what ways has Joshua’s life so far reflected Jesus’ mis...
	9. Strong and Courageous.? Read Matthew 28:18-20. Jesus, like Joshua, leads God’s people into victory and inheritance, but this time, the inheritance is eternal life in the kingdom of God! In what ways are you living in bold faith, knowing the God is ...


	Lesson Three/Day Ten - Create & Share

	Lesson One
	Lesson Four – Joshua 7:1-9:28
	Grace Group
	Teaching Time
	Day by Day
	Lesson overview Use the checklist to help you plan your time with God - “TWiG Time”

	My Heart to Yours...
	Lesson Four/Day Two – Joshua 7:1-9:26
	Introduction: Welcome to Day Two! In this lesson, we’ll witness the devastating impact of hidden sin on an entire community, the importance of obedience to God's instructions, the power of God's intervention in battle, and the significance of covenant...
	❓Ask as you dwell: What patterns of God’s faithfulness am I seeing? What other events or Scriptures does this remind me of? Is there a worship song or hymn that connects with me here?
	Thinking Back...
	1. Remember & Relate: Think back to Lesson 3 and Joshua 5:2-6:27. Review your notes from the message or Grace Groups. What is one insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 1:1-5:1?
	2. Ready to Worship: As you read and dwell through each day’s passage, use the line above (Worship) to write the name of a worship song, hymn, or chorus that come to mind. Remember, our goal is to “let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly...”  Thinki...

	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. Day Three Reading: Joshua 7:1–9 – Hidden Sin, Public Defeat
	4. Day Four Reading: Joshua 7:10-15 – The Cost of Compromise
	5. Day Five Reading: Joshua 7:16–26 – Achan’s Sin and Judgment
	6. Day Six Reading: Joshua 8:1–29 – Victory Through Obedience
	7. Day Seven Reading: Joshua 8:30–35 – Covenant Renewal at Mount Ebal
	8. Day Eight Reading: Joshua 9:1–15 – The Gibeonites’ Deception
	9. Day Nine Reading: Joshua 9:16–27 – A Treaty Honored, A People Humbled
	10. Create & Share – This is a good time to look ahead to Day Ten, “Create & Share.”
	Prepare ahead of time and even do a little each day as time permits.



	Lesson Four/Day Three – Joshua 7:1-9
	12Big Idea: Hidden sin affects not just the individual but the entire community of faith. God's call to holiness requires us to confront and confess sin to experience His full blessing.
	12Devotional: Psalm 139:23-24, 1 John 1:9, Romans 6:23, Hebrews 12:1-2
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate: Read Joshua 6:18-19. How does this command connect with God’s broader instruction in Joshua 1:8 to "be careful to do according to all that is written in it"?
	2. Set Up for Success. What are some ways you see that Israel has been set up for success since crossing the Jordan?
	3. Add Ai to your map. (see Lesson Two)
	Check out this exciting evidence for Ai! patternsofevidence.com/2019/02/09/biblical-city-ai-located/

	4. The Ominous “but...” (7:1) Read Joshua 6:27. If the account of Joshua had ended here what would have been a highlight of their journey?
	The account (obviously) does not end here, and the very next sentence (7:1) opens ominously with the preview of what happens. What are the key details noted in this preview? Why include these details in the preview?

	5. Spy Speculation. (7:2-3) Why did the spies initially think they would only need a small army? Based on what they had experienced and knew at the time, do you think this was a reasonable strategy? Why or why not?
	6. Imagine This. From the perspective of an Israelite soldier or as Joshua, describe what you might feel after the defeat at Ai. Knowing only what you know at this moment, what explanation, if any, might be coming to mind as you think about the defeat...
	7. Leaders’ Lament!(7:6) Compare Joshua’s response here to his response to the “commander of the LORD’s army” in 5:14. Note your observations and any insights:
	8. Pressing Prayer. (7:7-9) Instead of a simple, “Joshua prayed.” we get the details of Joshua’s prayer.
	Why do you think his prayer was recorded when other times a simple “’so-and-so’ prayed” is all we get in the narrative?
	Note the three questions in Joshua’s prayer then consider what his prayer tells you about his strengths or weaknesses as a leader.

	9. Strong & Courageous: How do you talk to God? What do your prayers reveal about your priorities?


	Lesson Four/Day Four – Joshua 7:10-15
	12 Big Idea: God answers prayer, but sometimes His response is not comforting
	12 Devotional: Isaiah 59:1-2; 1 Peter 1:14-16
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate. (7:7-9; Exodus 32:7-10) Compare God's response to Joshua here with His response to Moses when Israel sinned with the golden calf. What similarities do you notice? What does this reveal about God's holiness?
	2. Impact of Sin. (7:11-12) How many times does LORD refer to Israel corporately in these two verses? ___ Based on what you know from Joshua 7:1, does this surprise you? Why or why not?
	3. Stop Praying? (7:10-11) What does God tell Joshua to do? ___________! Why do you think He interrupts Joshua’s prayer? Based on his prayer (7:7-9), do you think Joshua gets what he expected from God?
	4. Peeling Back the Layers of Sin. (7:11) Break down the six phrases. Underline/Highlight “they” in each. Comment on the seriousness of sin and how grows when left unchecked:
	"Israel has sinned"
	"They have transgressed my covenant (בְּרִיתִ֔י)"
	"They have taken some of the devoted things"
	"They have stolen"
	"They have lied"
	"They have put them among their own belongings"

	5. Recall the Covenant. (7:12; Deut. 28:15-20) God declares that He will no longer be with Israel unless the sin is removed. Why is this such a serious consequence? How does this align with the covenant blessings and curses in Deuteronomy? How does Go...
	6. Consecrate or Collapse? (Joshua 7:13 and 3:5; Exodus 19:10-11, 1 Peter 1:14-16) This is not the first time Joshua has heard this command. Just a few chapters earlier, before Israel crossed the Jordan, he gave the very same charge to the people. How...
	Consecration in Joshua 3:5 and in 7:13
	What does this reveal about God's holiness and our responsibility to walk rightly before Him?

	7. Reality Check. (7:13) What is the harsh reality of Israel’s future should they proceed unchecked? Do you think there is a correlation between this approach and how you live today? How so or not? Consider also, Psalm 66:18-20 and Hebrews 12:14-15.
	8. God’s Ways are Not Ours. (7:14-15) God could have chosen to get the to bottom of the sin issue in any number of ways. Jot a few ideas, then outline the method God commanded Joshua to use. What does this process teach you about God’s ways?
	God could have...
	Instead God:

	9. Strong & Courageous. Imagine you are Joshua hearing God speak this command. You still don’t know who is guilty, but you do know this: someone has done something that God calls an "outrageous thing" in Israel. How will you remain “strong & courageou...


	Lesson Four/Day Five – Joshua 7:16-26
	12Big Idea: Sin will not stay hidden forever—God reveals, judges, calls to holiness
	❓Ask as You Dwell: Am I willing to hate sin as much as God does?
	12Devotional: Numbers 32:23; Hebrews 4:12-13
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate. Reflect on God’s expectations for His people. Read and summarize the following:
	Leviticus 11:44-45
	Deuteronomy 7:6
	Joshua 6:17-19
	What does this tell you about God’s expectations?

	2. The Longest Walk. Recall how many had died as a result of Israel’s sin: ___ Consider the grief and mourning still taking place because of this defeat. These men weren’t numbers, they were fathers, sons, brothers, uncles, and friends who went on the...
	3. The Confession Connection. (7:19) What does Joshua urge Achan to do? Why do you think Joshua describe this as an act of giving glory and praise to God? Consider also Numbers 32:23.
	4. Sin’s Path. (7:20-21) Read carefully and note the “I...” statements Achan makes. Note the steps of his sin from general admission (v. 20) to the specifics of each progressive act:
	Which of Achan’s act is where the sin begins? _________________ coveting
	What had God commanded the people to do with these items from Jericho? (6:18-21)

	5. Serious Sin. (7:20-21) Read the following and consider the seriousness of this sin in light of each account:
	6. Trouble and the Troubler. (7:22-26) What does Achor’s name mean? _______ (see “Learning Hebrew” pg 93) How does the account of Achan conclude?
	Do you think the punishment fit the crime? Why or why not?

	7. Strong and Courageous. How is the mandate to be “strong & courageous” impacted by sin in your life? Consider Hebrews 12:1-2 and your willingness -or lack of it- to lay aside sin and look to Jesus today.


	Lesson Four/Day Six – Joshua 8:1-29
	12Big Idea: God's path to restoration and victory involves obedience, and trust. God’s priority is redemption.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: How does obedience restore what disobedience has broken?
	Thinking Back....
	1. Remember & Relate. In Deuteronomy. 30:19 what had Moses laid out clearly for the people? How do you see this connecting to Achan and Ai and the future of Israel in today’s passage?
	2. Failed First. (Joshua 7:1-26) Why did Israel’s first attack on Ai fail?
	What had to happen in order for them to be victorious? ______________________________________
	What does this teach you about the nature of sin and restoration?

	3. Fear, Dismay, and Getting it Right. (Joshua 1:9 and 8:1) What is the repeated command of YHWH from Joshua 1:9 and 8:1? _________________________________________________________ What situation was behind Joshua when God first spoke these words? What...
	THEN (1:9)       NOW (8:1)
	What is the repeated promise in 6:2 and 8:1? ___________________________________________ How do you see God providing the antidote to “fear” and “dismay?” Does this impact your life today or is it just for Joshua? Explain:


	Dwelling in the Word...
	4. Defeat or Dependence. (7:1-5/8:1-2) Compare the battle strategies between the two attacks on Ai. What was different this time? How did Joshua’s posture toward God shift?
	5. Sovereignty & Strategy. (8:3-9) Could God have provided instant victory? ____ What does God command instead? What does this teach you about His sovereignty and strategy in this moment and in your life today as well?
	6. Needless Covetousness. (8:2, 6:18-21, 7:21) How do YHWH’s instructions differ between taking Jericho and taking Ai? What does this teach you about God’s provision and your need to trust Him to the letter in all circumstances?
	7. Revisiting Failure. (8:3-17) It’s possible that some of the men who attacked Ai the first time were back again for this ambush. Do you think it would have been difficult to go back to that place where they had failed, men had died, and they faced s...
	8. Total Obedience. (8:18-29) How does Joshua lead with total obedience? How does this contrast with Achan’s sin and the results of his sin?
	9. A Redemptive Ruse. What does God’s battle plan teach you about the way God can and does work to redeem His people and advance His plans? Have there been any other examples of sneaky or sly tactics in the Joshua account? Explain:
	10. Strong and Courageous. Select one or more of the devotional suggestions for today’s lesson. Consider how Israel’s victory at Ai can only be remembered with a cloud of regret. What faith building application can you take in light of today’s lesson ...


	Lesson Four/Day Seven – Joshua 8:30-35
	Thinking Back...
	1. Map It. Add Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim to your map. What other locations are these two places near that will help you remember where to find them? Label each Mt. “blessing” or “curse” according to Dt. 11:29
	2. Reflect and Remember. Read Deuteronomy 11:26-32 and 27:1-26. What did Moses command the people to do? Note especially (Dt. 27:1-4,8) the materials commanded and how they were to write upon the stones! (Very cool!)

	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. Joshua Leads. (8:30-35) How does Joshua faithfully lead the people after Ai is conquered? Look for specific actions that are stated and implied that Joshua takes and how his actions align with what Moses had commanded.
	4. The People Obey. (8:30-35) Achan’s sneaky covetousness is starkly contrasted in this passage with Israel’s total obedience. Review the passage and note all the ways Israel is named as a whole and all the sub-groups that are named too. Think about w...
	One sub-group is mentioned twice: _______________ Why might this be noteworthy?

	5. One Altar. One Destiny. (8:31) Why “burnt” and “peace/fellowship” offerings? Read Leviticus 1:3-17 for Burnt and Leviticus 3, and 7:11-21 for Peace/Fellowship offerings. What do each of these offerings symbolize? Why would these be especially signi...
	6. Two Mountains. Two Destinies. (8:33-35; Deut. 11:26-29) What did these two mountains represent? How does the covenant renewal foreshadow the ultimate choice presented in the gospel? Consider Gal. 3:13-14
	7. Power of the Word. (8:34-35) Who was present to hear the reading of the Law? Why do you think this is significant?
	In Nehemiah 8:1-8 Ezra reads the Law after Israel’s exile. What do both moments teach us about the role of Scripture in renewal and revival?

	8. Strong & Courageous. Renewing the covenant at Mount Ebal was about more than words—it was about realigning hearts with God’s will. We, too, are called to continually renew our commitment to God’s Word, knowing that Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment...


	Lesson Four/Day Eight – Joshua 9:1-15
	Thinking Back...
	1. Remember & Relate. Read Deuteronomy 7:1-6 and note what God’s command had been regarding the inhabitants of Canaan. How does this prior command set the stage for understanding why the deception of the Gibeonites is such a critical moment?
	2. Activating the Senses (Joshua 8:30-35) Review Joshua 8:30-35 and note all the senses that would have been activated in this event of renewing the covenant. What can you imagine they could...
	See?
	Smell?
	Touch?
	Hear?
	Taste?
	How would this all have come together to strengthen Israel in their commitment to obey God?


	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. Two Assemblies: (9:1 and 8:35) Compare the purpose of each assembly. Include the names of the groups:
	Joshua 8:33, 35
	Joshua 9:2

	4. ...actually, three Assemblies. (9:2-13) Breaking from the other kings and people groups what do the Hivites/Gibeonites decide to do? Do you think this was a smart tactic? What are some notable details of their plan?
	5. Wisdom or Folly? (9:7-13) What how does the encounter begin well, at least as far as how Joshua and Israel engage? How do the deceiving Gibeonites use flattery to get what they want?
	6. Discerning or Deceived? (9:14a) What role do the senses play in the decision Joshua ultimately makes? Compare Joshua 9:14a from several versions for clarity. How does this reveal a key weakness in decision -making?
	7. Sense and Sensibleness? (9:14b-15) How was Joshua led by his senses instead of by God’s Spirit?
	📖 What lesson does this teach us about spiritual discernment?

	8. Strong and Courageous: In what ways does God give us our senses to better know and follow Him? How can those same senses then fail us? What lessons can you take from this passage in your life today?


	Lesson Four/Day Nine – Joshua 9:16-27
	Thinking Back...
	1. Remember & Relate. Read about the Hivites/Gibeonites and jot a few observations:
	Genesis 9:25, 10:15-17 – from whom do the Hivites descend? Anything notable about their history?
	Exodus 23:23, Deut. 20:17 – What is God’s promise concerning them?
	Joshua 3:10 – What was their destiny?
	Joshua 9:9-10 – What did they know about their destiny?


	Dwelling in the Word...
	2. The Peoples’ Perspective. (9:15-18, 26) From the perspective of a member of the congregation describe how this scene unfolds and how you’re feeling as you hear from the leaders what has taken place. Are you feeling justified in your response? Why o...
	3. Leadership Responds. (9:19-21) Now, from the perspective of one of the leaders, what is your plan going forward? What are you concerned about?
	4. Joshua’s Part: (9:22-23, 26-27) What does Joshua ask and ultimately decide in this matter? Write your response from Joshua’s perspective recalling and reflecting on your involvement and ultimate decision in all this.
	5. Gibeon’s Plea. (9:24-25) What are the Gibeonites certain of? What are they willing to do? From the perspective of a Gibeonite tell what it was like to face Joshua in light of what your people had done and how you feel about the decision that was made.
	6. Strong and Courageous. In what way are you like the Gibeonites? How does your life today as a follower of Jesus have its roots in the this account and the lesson you can learn from it?


	Lesson Four/Day Ten - Create & Share

	Lesson One
	Lesson Five – Joshua 10:1-14:15
	Grace Group
	Teaching Time
	Day by Day
	My Heart to Yours...
	Lesson Five/Day Two – Joshua 10:1-14:15
	Introduction: After Israel’s missteps in Joshua 7-9, we now see God fighting for His people as they conquer the land. From sun-stopping miracles to Caleb’s unwavering faith at 85, this lesson reveals God’s faithfulness, the power of obedience, and the...
	❓Ask as you dwell: what themes stand out? How do you see God’s power, Israel’s obedience, and the fulfillment of His promises woven throughout these chapters? What victories were immediate, and what still remained unfinished?
	Thinking Back...
	1. Remember & Relate: Think back to Lesson 4. Review your notes from the message or Grace Groups. What is one insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 7:1-9:27?
	2. Create & Share – look ahead and plan now to complete the Create & Share a little each day.
	3. Ready to Worship: As you read and dwell through each day’s passage, use the line above (Worship) to write the name of a worship song, hymn, or chorus that come to mind. Remember, our goal is to “let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly...”  Thinki...

	Dwelling in the Word...
	4. Day Three Reading: Joshua 10:1-15 – The Sun Stands Still
	5. Day Four Reading: Joshua 10:16-28 – Five Kings Defeated
	6. Day Five Reading: Joshua 10:29-43 – Southern Conquests Secured
	7. Day Six Reading: Joshua 11:1-23 – Northern Kings Conquered
	8. Day Seven Reading: Joshua 12:1-13:7 – The Land Divided
	9. Day Eight Reading: Joshua 13:8-33 – Eastern Tribes Receive Inheritance
	10. Day Nine Reading: Joshua 14:1-15 – Caleb’s Bold Request
	11. Create & Share – This is a good time to look ahead to Day Ten, “Create & Share.”
	Prepare ahead of time and even do a little each day as time permits.



	Lesson Five/Day Three – Joshua 10:1-15
	12Big Idea: triumph comes not by human strength but by God’s sovereign power. He fights for His people, fulfilling His promises and displaying His unstoppable might.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: How does God’s power demonstrate His faithfulness?
	12Devotional: Ex. 14:13-14, Deut. 3:22, Ps. 18:7-17, Isa. 30:30, Rom. 8:31
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate (Gen. 15:18-21, Gen. 17:6-8) How does the Abrahamic covenant shape our understanding of Israel’s conquest? How does God’s faithfulness to Abraham connect to Joshua 10?
	2. Mighty Men & Miscalculations (10:1-2) Why did Adoni-Zedek, king of Jerusalem, fear Israel? How did he assess the situation differently than Rahab (Josh. 2:9-11) and the Gibeonites (Josh. 9:24-25)?
	3. Allies Against God. (10:3-5) How did the five Amorite kings attempt to strengthen themselves? What does this reveal about human efforts apart from God?
	4. Covenant Keeping. (10:6-7) What does Joshua’s immediate response to Gibeon’s plea for help show about his leadership and his view of God?
	5. God’s Word, Our Strength (10:8) How did God’s promise in verse 8 reinforce what He had already told Joshua in Josh. 1:9? How do God's past promises shape your confidence in Him today?
	6. The Lord Fights for His People (10:9-11) What supernatural elements do you see in Israel’s victory? How does this reinforce the truth of Ex. 14:14?
	7. Sun Stands Still (Josh. 10:12-14) Joshua prayed for the sun and moon to stop. Why was this request significant, and what does it teach us about bold faith?
	The sun standing still is one of the most debated miracles in the Bible. What’s the main message behind this event?

	8. Discovering God's Nature (Josh. 10:14) What does this passage reveal about God’s response to those who trust Him? (Consider 2 Chron. 16:9.)
	9. A Day Like No Other. Joshua 10:13b references the Book of Jashar* God listens to prayer making this a notably unique day? How does this challenge our understanding of God’s involvement in human events and bold, faith-filled prayer?
	*Read more about the Book of Jashar. www.jennifergrichmond.com/so-glad-you-asked

	10. Strong & Courageous: Where in my life do I need to trust God to fight the battle instead of relying on my own strength?
	Create & Share – what can you add to your map today?



	Lesson Five/Day Four – Joshua 10:16-28
	12 Big Idea: The Fate of the Faithless – The downfall of the five Amorite kings demonstrates God’s justice against those who oppose Him. Their defeat affirms that no ruler, no army, and no strategy can stand against the Lord’s sovereign will.
	12 Devotional: Gen. 15:16, Deut. 7:24, Ps. 2:1-12, 110:1; Isa. 45:23, Phil. 2:9-11
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate (Deut. 7:1-2, Gen. 15:16) How does the destruction of these kings connect to God's long-standing judgment against the Canaanites? How does this reveal both God’s patience and His justice?
	2. Hiding in the Darkness (Josh. 10:16-18) What does the kings’ retreat to the cave symbolize? How does this contrast with the boldness of Joshua’s faith?
	3. Pressing Forward in Faith (Josh. 10:19-21) What does Joshua’s command to continue pursuing the enemy teach about partnering with God’s promises? How does this apply to spiritual battles today?
	4. A Footstool for the Righteous (Josh. 10:22-25) Why did Joshua place his commanders' feet on the necks of the defeated kings? How does this foreshadow Psalm 110:1 and Philippians 2:9-11?
	5. The Justice of the Lord (Josh. 10:26-27) How does Joshua’s execution of the kings reflect divine justice rather than personal vengeance? What does this reveal about God’s authority over life and death?
	6. Discovering God's Nature (Josh. 10:25) How does Joshua’s encouragement to be strong and courageous connect to God's character? How does this strengthen your confidence in facing challenges?
	7. Covenant & Conquest (Josh. 5:3-7, Josh. 10:19-25) The phrase “sons of Israel” (בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל) appears in Joshua only during two key moments—at their covenant renewal through circumcision (Josh. 5) and in their victory over the Amorite kings (Jo...
	8. Strong & Courageous (Josh. 10:28) The city of Makkedah was devoted to destruction. How does this passage reinforce God's commitment to fulfilling His word? What does this mean for both His promises and His warnings?
	Create & Share – what can you add to your map today?



	Lesson Five/Day Five – Joshua 10:29-43
	12Big Idea: True rest is not just ceasing from battle but living in complete dependence on the One who fights for us.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: What is true rest worth to me? What am I willing to surrender—or embrace—to experience the lasting rest that only God provides?
	12Devotional: Gen. 2:2-3, Ex. 33:14, Deut. 12:10, Ps. 62:1-2, Matt. 11:28-30, Heb. 4:8-11
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate (Josh. 1:7-8, Deut. 28:1-7) God promised victory if Israel fully obeyed Him. How does Joshua’s complete obedience in this campaign demonstrate the connection between faithfulness and experiencing God’s promises?
	2. Pattern & Promise (Josh. 10:29-43) Look for repeated phrases in this passage (there’s at least 7!). What does this reveal about Israel’s conquest and God’s role in it?
	3. One Victory Leads to Another (Josh. 10:29-33) How did Israel’s victory over Lachish, Libnah, and Eglon demonstrate the momentum of obedience? How does following God fully lead to ongoing victory?
	4. The Lord Fights for His People (Josh. 10:34-37) What repeated patterns do you notice in Israel’s conquests? How does this reinforce that victory was from God rather than human effort?
	5. Nothing Left Undone (Josh. 10:38-39) Why is it significant that Joshua “left nothing undone of all that the Lord commanded” (v. 40)? What does this reveal about my own need for obedience to God?
	6. The Land Had Rest (Josh. 10:40-43) What does Israel’s total conquest of the southern region teach us about perseverance and endurance in following God?
	7. Discovering God’s Nature (Josh. 10:42) This verse states that “the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel.” How does this truth shape my confidence in facing battles today?
	8. Finding Rest. The phrase “the land had rest” (וְהָאָרֶץ שָׁקְטָה) appears here for the first time in Scripture. It is used only seven more times, always in moments when God grants peace to His people. Why do you think this phrase is significant? Ho...
	9. Greater Rest to Come. Joshua led Israel to temporary rest. What does Hebrews 4:8-11 tells us about rest?
	How does the temporary rest in Joshua point forward to the spiritual rest and eternal inheritance we have in Jesus? What does it mean to enter God’s rest today?

	10. Strong & Courageous. The Cost of True Rest (Josh. 10:40-43) We often long for rest—physically, emotionally, and spiritually. Yet, true rest, the kind that comes from God, is more than a break from busyness—it requires trust, surrender, and obedien...


	Lesson Five/Day Six – Joshua 11:1-23
	12Big Idea: God's people, trusting in His promises, overcome overwhelming opposition. Victory is not about numbers or might but about obedience to God, who fulfills His word completely and faithfully.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: How does Joshua’s obedience in battle reflect his trust in God’s promises? How does this challenge me to trust God fully?
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate. (Deut. 9:1-5, Josh. 11:6) How does God’s command to conquer Canaan connect to His covenant promises? Why is it important to recognize that Israel’s victories were not by their own strength?
	2. A Great Enemy, A Greater God (Josh. 11:1-5) How does Jabin’s alliance compare to the previous battles Israel faced? How might Israel have felt seeing this massive coalition against them?
	What were God’s commands?
	What was God’s promise?
	What does this reveal to you about God’s greater plan for Israel? What does this teach you about how you trust God whether that trust seems natural or counter-intuitive?

	3. Devoted to the Lord. (11:10-15) Notice three repeated phrases in this passage. What do they reveal about Joshua’s obedience, God’s faithfulness, and the outcome of the conquest? Are there areas where you are partially obedient—where you follow God’...
	4. Hardened Hearts, Divine Justice (Josh. 11:16-20, Gen. 15:16, Rom. 2:4-5) What aspect of God’s nature are revealed in this passage?
	How does this connect to What God told Abraham in Genesis 15:16?
	What does this challenge you to ask yourself and how you respond to or resist God?

	5. Giant Fear or Giant Faith? (Josh. 11:21-22) Read Num. 13:22-33; Deuteronomy 2:21, 9:2. What do you learn about the Anakim? What happens to the Anakim under Joshua’s leadership? How does this passage show the contrast between Israel’s past fear and ...
	6. Final Rest? (Josh. 11:23) What does this say happened in the land? Why is that significant? How does this foreshadow the ultimate rest found in Christ (Heb. 4:8-10)?
	7. Discovering God's Nature (Josh. 11:15, 23) What do Joshua’s obedience and the fulfillment of God’s promises reveal about God’s faithfulness? How does this encourage you to trust Him in your own life?
	8. Strong & Courageous (Josh. 11:23) Joshua’s leadership brought rest to Israel. How does this compare to Christ’s role as the ultimate conqueror and King?
	Create & Share – what can you add to your map today?



	Lesson Five/Day Seven – Joshua 12:1-13:7
	Dwelling Well...
	1. Remember & Relate. Write God’s promises to Abram (Abraham) in Genesis 12:2-3.
	12:2 I will ____________________________  12:3 I will bless ____________________________
	12:2 I will ____________________________ 12:3 I will curse ____________________________
	12:2 I will ____________________________ 12:3 I will bless ____________________________
	12:2 you will __________________________
	Read and summarize Genesis 15:18-21

	2. Victory Remembered, Faith Strengthened (Josh. 12:7-24) Why is it important that Israel pauses to recount their victories? How does remembering God’s past work give us strength to trust Him for the future?
	3. Fear That Still Lingers (Josh. 12:4-5, Josh. 13:12-13) What does it reveal that even after great victories, Israel still left some enemies unconquered? How does this parallel our own struggle to fully trust God in every area of our lives?
	4. Discovering God's Nature (Josh. 12:7, Josh. 13:6) What does this passage reveal about God as both warrior and provider? How does this deepen my trust in His leadership?
	5. Not Done Yet (Josh. 13:1-2) God tells Joshua that "very much of the land remains to be possessed." What does this reminder from God show Israel? How does this teach me to be attentive and to keep moving forward in faith?
	6. The God-Defined Boundaries (Josh. 13:3-6) What does it mean that God Himself set the borders of Israel’s inheritance? How does this teach us about trusting God's wisdom in what He gives—or withholds?
	7. A Mission Bigger Than Borders (Gen. 12:1-3, Ps. 67:1-2) Israel’s land was given by divine command, but was it ever meant to be just for Israel? God told Abraham that his descendants would not only inherit the land, but also be a blessing to all nat...
	8. Mission Beyond the Map. How many of the people groups or locations do you recognize from accounts that are yet to come in the history of Israel? Maybe you can think of events yet to come in the Foundational (Old) or even further ahead in the New Te...
	9. Strong & Courageous (Josh. 13:7) Joshua is commanded to divide the land among the tribes, even before it is fully conquered. How does this act of faith challenge me to live as though God’s promises are already accomplished?


	Lesson Five/Day Eight – Joshua 13:8-33
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. A Gift, Not a Reward (Josh. 13:8-13) How does the word inheritance (nachalah) shape our understanding of the land as something received rather than earned? What has God has entrusted to me? How should I live with this in mind?
	2. A Possession Left Unfinished (Josh. 13:13) This passage notes that some of the original inhabitants of the land remained because Israel did not drive them out. How does this pattern of incomplete obedience reappear in Israel’s history? What does th...
	3. From Curse to Calling (Gen.34; 49:5-7, Num. 18:20) See how this scene in Joshua has its roots in family history, violence, circumcision, and a tribal vendetta! Read Genesis 34. Then, fast forward to Jacob’s final words to his sons including Simeon ...
	Read Numbers 18:20-24 and Deuteronomy 10:8-9. What does God promise the Levites?

	4. The Levites’ Portion (Josh. 13:14, 33) What did the Levites receive? What does this tell you about God’s mercy and redemptive purposes?
	5. Borders Set by God (Josh. 13:23-29) Each tribe received a specific portion of land with defined borders. What does this teach about God’s authority in setting limits?
	6. Map It. Locate and label the areas for Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh on your map.
	7. A Promise Kept, A Commitment Fulfilled (Josh. 13:8-33, Num. 32:1-33, Josh. 1:12-18) What had the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh asked for? What conditions were set?
	What does this teach about faithfulness, obedience, and waiting on God’s timing?

	8. A Greater Priest, a Greater Inheritance (Josh. 13:14, Deut. 10:8-9, Heb. 7:23-28) The Levites had no land inheritance—instead, God Himself was their portion. What does Hebrews teach about Jesus that relates to this passage?
	What does this teach about where our true inheritance is found?

	9. Strong & Courageous (Josh. 13:33) The Levites received no land, yet their portion was greater—God Himself. How does this passage challenge me to rethink what I consider to be my greatest treasure?


	Lesson Five/Day Nine – Joshua 14:1-15
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Warrior Priest. (Josh. 14:1, Ex. 6:23-25, Num. 20:25-28) Eleazar plays a key role going forward. Who is he? What has been and now is his role? Read the passages and note as many details as you can about Eleazar:
	Eleazar means: ___________________________________
	His Family:
	Why do you think a priest, not just a military leader, was involved in the land distribution? How does this reinforce that God, not human effort, was the true source of Israel’s inheritance?

	2. Faith That Endures (Josh. 14:6-9) Caleb first saw Hebron 45 years earlier as one of the twelve spies (Num. 13:22, 30). While the others feared the giants, Caleb believed God’s promise and remained wholeheartedly faithful (Josh. 14:8-9). Now, at 85 ...
	3. A Different Spirit (Josh. 14:6-9, Num. 14:24) Caleb was described as having a different spirit because he fully followed the Lord (Num. 14:24). What set him apart from the other spies? What influence, if any, might others’ lack of trust in God impa...
	4. Give Me This Mountain (Josh. 14:10-12) At 85 years old, Caleb did not ask for an easy inheritance—he asked for the hill country of Hebron, where the Anakim still lived. What does this reveal about Caleb’s faith? How can I be more bold in God’s prom...
	5. Strong at 85 (Josh. 14:11, Isa. 40:31) Caleb declares that he is as strong at 85 as he was at 40. What does this reveal about how faith affects perseverance? How does trusting God strengthen us spiritually even when we grow older?
	6. A Promised Inheritance, A Conquered Land (Josh. 14:13-15) Caleb received Hebron, but he still had to drive out the Anakim (Josh. 15:13-14). Why do you think God required him to fight for what was promised? In what ways should I follow the example o...
	7. Discovering God's Nature (Josh. 14:9, Heb. 6:11-12) Caleb’s faith rested on God’s promise—he never doubted that God would fulfill His word. How does this passage reveal God’s faithfulness to those who trust Him? Do I live like I have this same cert...
	8. Strong & Courageous (Josh. 14:12) Caleb boldly said, “Give me this mountain.” How would it look in my life today to pursue God’s calling with the same boldness, rather than settling for what is easy?


	Lesson Five/Day Ten - Create & Share
	Mapping the Journey of Faith
	As we close this lesson, I want to invite you into a different way of engaging with the story of Joshua—not just as a geographical conquest but as a journey of faith, courage, and perseverance.
	When we look at a traditional map, we see locations pinned, battles fought, victories won, and land divided.
	But what if we could map not just places but pathos—the emotions, struggles, and triumphs of faith along the way?
	What if instead of just seeing a city named on a map, we could see what it felt like to stand at Jericho...
	to cry out at Ai
	to stand in awe as the sun stood still at Gibeon or
	to step forward like Caleb and declare, "Give me this mountain"?
	This is your challenge:
	Create a "Map of Faith"—a visual representation of what it has looked like to be strong and courageous in Joshua 10-14.
	Consider:
	Highs & Lows: Use symbols, colors, or textures to show where faith was tested, where fear crept in, and where trust in God led to victory.
	Moments of Courage: Highlight Gibeon’s plea for help, Joshua’s bold prayer for the sun to stand still, and Caleb’s declaration at 85 years old.
	Obedience & Consequences: How do you depict the faithfulness of Caleb versus the lingering enemies Israel failed to remove?
	God’s Presence: Show where God directly intervened—raining hailstones, stopping the sun, fighting for Israel.
	This can be as creative as you want it to be—a physical map, a digital design, a series of journaled reflections, a timeline with emotions attached.
	Be Bold—Engage With the Story!
	Joshua and his generation lived these battles in real time—just like we live our own journeys of faith today.
	What does your "Map of Faith" look like?
	Where have you seen God move powerfully?
	Where have you wrestled with fear or doubt?
	Where is He calling you to step forward and claim His promises today?
	Bring your creation and share as we come together in the next lesson.
	Together, let’s see not just the geography of your journey, but the faithfulness of the God who has walked with you every step of the way.


	Lesson One
	Lesson Six – Joshua 15:1-20:9
	Grace Group
	Teaching Time - Joshua 10:1-14:15 - Courage to Claim Promises
	Day by Day
	My Heart to Yours...
	Lesson Six/Day Two – Joshua 15:1-20:9
	Introduction: God’s faithfulness unfolds in every boundary line, city, and inheritance recorded in Joshua 15–20. These passages may seem like simple land divisions, but they reveal God’s precision, justice, and grace. As we study, we’ll see His hand a...
	❓Ask as you dwell: How does God’s careful distribution of the land reflect His faithfulness? What does this teach me about His sovereign plan for my life?
	Thinking Back...
	1. Remember & Relate: Think back to Lesson 5. Review your notes from the message or Grace Groups. What is one insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 10:1-14:15?
	2. Ready to Worship: As you read and dwell through each day’s passage, use the line above (Worship) to write the name of a worship song, hymn, or chorus that come to mind. Remember, our goal is to “let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly...”  Thinki...

	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. 12 Day Three Reading: Joshua 15:1-63
	4. 12 Day Four Reading: Joshua 16:1-9
	5. 12 Day Five Reading: Joshua 17:1-18
	6. 12 Day Six Reading: Joshua 18:1-10
	7. 12 Day Seven Reading: Joshua 18:11-19:23
	8. 12 Day Eight Reading: Joshua 19:24-51
	9. 12 Day Nine Reading: Joshua 20:1-9
	10. 12 Create & Share – This is a good time to look ahead to Day Ten, “Create & Share.”


	Lesson Six/Day Three – Joshua 15:1-63
	12Big Idea: God’s faithfulness is in the big picture of redemption down to the smallest boundary lines of our inheritance.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: How does the detailed fulfillment of Judah’s inheritance strengthen my trust in God’s promises?
	12Devotional: Genesis 49:8-12; Numbers 14:24; 2 Samuel 5:1-5; Matthew 1:1-6
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Rewind & Relate Read Genesis 49:8-12—Judah’s “family blessing” from Jacob. What did Jacob say about Judah’s future? Now, read Joshua 15:1. Why is it a big deal that Judah gets their inheritance first? Dig Deeper! Read 2 Samuel 5:1-5 and Revelation ...
	2. Mapping Judah’s Territory (Joshua 15:1-12) Time to grab your map! Look at Judah’s borders and key cities like Hebron, Jerusalem, and Kiriath-Sepher. What do you notice about Judah’s placement? Read Numbers 34:1-12. How do Judah’s borders align with...
	3. Psalm 73 Connection Read Psalm 73:1-4. Asaph begins by affirming that God is good, but immediately wrestles with what seems unfair. Now, read Joshua 15:13-14. Caleb finally receives his inheritance, but it comes with a challenge—driving out the Ana...
	4. A Land of Promise Fulfilled (Joshua 15:13-19) You know that moment when you finally get something you’ve been waiting for? That’s Caleb’s moment here. Read Joshua 15:13-14. What stands out about his inheritance? Read Numbers 14:24. Why was this spe...
	5. Facing the Giants (Joshua 15:14) Let’s talk about the elephant (or should I say giant?) in the room. Read Joshua 15:14. The Anakim were the same giants that terrified Israel in Numbers 13:33. How does Caleb’s response compare to the ten spies? Read...
	6. Achsah’s Bold Ask (Joshua 15:19)  Ever had the nerve to ask for something really big? Achsah did. Read Joshua 15:19. She says, “Give me a blessing.” This is the only recorded instance of a woman making such a bold request in Scripture. Compare this...
	7. Jerusalem – The City That Wasn’t Conquered (Joshua 15:63) Read Joshua 15:63. What’s the deal with the Jebusites still living in Jerusalem? Read 2 Samuel 5:6-7. Who eventually takes the city, and why is this significant?
	8. God’s Faithfulness in Judah’s Inheritance (Joshua 15:1-63) Read Joshua 15:1-63 with this question in mind: “What does this passage teach me about God’s character?” Write down three observations.
	9. Strong & Courageous: Joshua 15 records the fulfillment of God’s promises to Judah. How does seeing God’s faithfulness in the past help you trust Him for the future? What is one way you can take a step of faith today?


	Lesson Six/Day Four – Joshua 16:1-19
	12 Big Idea: The inheritance of Ephraim reminds us that our placement in God’s plan is purposeful—even when we don’t fully see the picture yet
	12 Devotional: Genesis 48:13-20; Numbers 27:1-11; Deuteronomy 33:13-17; Isaiah 28:1-3; Acts 17:26
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Rewind & Relate: Ephraim’s Surprising Blessing (Genesis 48:13-20) Read Genesis 48:13-20. What unexpected thing happened when Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons, Manasseh and Ephraim? Now, read Joshua 16:1-4. How does this inheritance confirm what Jacob fo...
	2. Mapping the Inheritance (Joshua 16:5-9) Refer to the map of Israel you drew in Lesson Two. Locate the borders of Ephraim and key cities, including Taanath-Shiloh. What do you notice about Ephraim’s placement? How might being close to Israel’s worsh...
	3.  Taanath-Shiloh – The Approach to Worship (Joshua 16:6) Read Joshua 16:6. The name Taanath-Shiloh means “approach to Shiloh.” Why might this city have been significant to those traveling to worship? Read Deuteronomy 12:5-7. How does this help us un...
	4. God’s Precision in Our Placement Read Joshua 16:1-9 and Acts 17:26. What does this teach us about God’s sovereignty over where we live and serve? How should this shape our perspective on where God has placed us?
	5.  Inheritance is a Gift—Not a Right (Joshua 16:4) Read Joshua 16:4. The Hebrew word nachalah means “inheritance.” How is receiving an inheritance different from earning wages? Read Ephesians 1:11-14. How does Ephraim’s inheritance reflect the way we...
	6.  Psalm 73 Connection – Trusting God's Plan Read Psalm 73:5-9. Asaph describes the wicked as people who seem to have no struggles. Now, read Joshua 16:1-9. Ephraim was given land near Shiloh, where the Tabernacle was set up. They were physically clo...
	7.  Strong & Courageous: God placed Ephraim near the center of Israel’s worship for a reason. Where has He placed you? How can you be faithful with the opportunities He’s given you?


	Lesson Six/Day Five – Joshua 17:1-18
	12Big Idea: True rest is not just ceasing from battle but living in complete dependence on the One who fights for us.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: What is true rest worth to me? What am I willing to surrender—or embrace—to experience the lasting rest that only God provides?
	12Devotional: Gen. 2:2-3, Ex. 33:14, Deut. 12:10, Ps. 62:1-2, Matt. 11:28-30, Heb. 4:8-11
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Rewind & Relate: The Daughters Who Spoke Up (Numbers 27:1-11) Read Joshua 17:3-6. Five sisters—Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah—receive an inheritance. But their story started earlier. Read Numbers 27:1-11. What did these women do that was ...
	2. Mapping the Inheritance (Joshua 17:7-13) Look at your map and locate Manasseh’s land. Notice how it spreads on both sides of the Jordan. Why is this unique? How does this position affect their challenges?
	3. "We Deserve More!" (Joshua 17:14) What complaint do the people of Joseph (Ephraim & Manasseh) bring to Joshua? How does their attitude contrast with Caleb’s request in Joshua 14:6-12?
	4. Clear the Forest (Joshua 17:15-18) What solution does Joshua give to Manasseh’s complaint? What does this reveal about faith and action?
	5. The Forest and the Fight (Joshua 17:14-18). The descendants of Joseph wanted more land, but Joshua told them to clear the forests and drive out the Canaanites. Imagine standing at the edge of that dense forest, knowing giants live beyond it. What e...
	6. Learning Hebrew – בֵּרָא (bera’): Clearing the Way (Joshua 17:15) The Hebrew word bera’ means “to clear, cut down.” Why do you think Joshua told them to clear the forest instead of giving them new land? How does this connect to our spiritual growth?
	7. Strong & Courageous: Joshua told Manasseh to stop waiting for an easier way and start clearing the land they had. What’s one area in my life where I need to stop waiting and start stepping out in faith?


	Lesson Six/Day Six – Joshua 18:1-10
	12Big Idea: God’s promises are abundant, but they require faith and action to fully take hold. Manasseh’s inheritance reminds us that hesitation, fear, or entitlement can keep us from walking in all that God has given us.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: What might be holding me back from fully stepping into what God has for me?
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate: The Tent of Meeting (Exodus 33:7-11; Numbers 9:15-23) Read Joshua 18:1. What does this verse tell us about the Tent of Meeting? Where was it before this? Read Exodus 33:7-11. What was the purpose of the Tent of Meeting? How did G...
	2. First Mention – Shiloh (Joshua 18:1) This is the first time Shiloh is mentioned in Scripture, and the first time “tent of meeting” is mentioned in Joshua. Look at a Bible map to locate Shiloh. What do you notice about its location in relation to th...
	3. Delayed Obedience (Joshua 18:3) Why do you think the seven tribes were “slack/lazy/putting off taking their land? What does Joshua’s question in verse 3 reveal about their mindset?
	4. Writing the Land – A Step of Faith (Joshua 18:4-6) What was the purpose of sending men to survey and describe the land? How did this process require faith?
	5. Divine Appointment – Before the Lord (Joshua 18:6-10) The phrase “before the Lord” appears here for the first time in Joshua. Where does this phrase appear again in verses 8 and 10? What does this tell us about who was truly distributing the land?
	6. Respond to one of the following:
	7. Strong & Courageous: Joshua 18 records a pivotal moment where God’s people finally moved forward in faith. What “land” in my life might Joshua urge me to step forward and claim? What is one practical step I can take this week to walk in obedience?


	Lesson Six/Day Seven – Joshua 18:11-19:23
	Dwelling Well...
	1. Rewind & Relate: (Numbers 26:52-56; Joshua 18:11) Why did God instruct Israel to divide the land this way? What does this teach us about God’s role in determining their inheritance?
	2. Mapping the Tribes (Joshua 18:11–19:23) Look at your map and locate the inheritances given to Benjamin, Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, and Naphtali. What do you notice about their placement in relation to one another?
	3. Benjamin’s Strategic Placement (Joshua 18:11-28) What major city is included in Benjamin’s land? Read Judges 19:10-15 and 1 Samuel 9:1-2. How does this city later play a role in Israel’s history?
	4. The Brothers Reunited – Judah & Benjamin’s Deep Connection Read Genesis 43:8-9 and Genesis 44:30-34. What role does Judah play in protecting Benjamin?
	5. From Rachel’s Sons to Paul – A Redemption Thread Read Genesis 35:16-20. What was Benjamin’s original name, and why did his father rename him? What might this foreshadow?
	6. Simeon: Swallowed by Judah (Joshua 19:1-9) Unlike the other tribes, Simeon’s inheritance is within Judah’s land. Read Genesis 49:5-7. What did Jacob prophesy about Simeon? How is that fulfilled here?
	7. Strong & Courageous: Each tribe received a unique place in the land—some in strong positions, others in vulnerable locations. Where has God placed me? How can I trust that His placement is for my good and His purpose?


	Lesson Six/Day Eight – Joshua 19:24-51
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Reviewing the Tribes – Refer to your map and locate all twelve tribal inheritances. What do you notice about their placement in relation to each other? What patterns stand out?
	2. Asher & Naphtali – Positioned for Influence (Joshua 19:24-39) What do you notice about Asher and Naphtali’s placement on the map? Read Isaiah 9:1-2 and Matthew 4:13-16. What incredible prophecy is fulfilled in Naphtali’s land?
	3. Dan – A Struggle for Contentment (Joshua 19:40-48) What was unusual about Dan’s inheritance? Read Judges 18:1-31. How did the Danites respond to their assigned portion?
	4. A Leader’s Reward (Joshua 19:49-51) After leading Israel faithfully, Joshua finally receives his inheritance—a city in the hill country called Timnath-Serah. Unlike the other tribes, he didn’t demand land first. He waited until everyone else was se...
	5. What Others Rejected, Joshua Received (Joshua 19:49-51 & 17:15-18) Joshua finally receives his inheritance after ensuring everyone else has theirs. Where is his land? Now, go back and read Joshua 17:15-18. What complaint did the people of Joseph (E...
	6. Psalm 73 Connection – My Portion Forever (Psalm 73:22-25) How does Asaph’s realization about God being his portion compare to what we see in Joshua 19?
	7. Strong & Courageous: The land was divided, and the people were settled—but this was just the beginning of their journey. How does seeing the full picture of Israel’s inheritance give me confidence that God is in control of my own future?


	Lesson Six/Day Nine – Joshua 20:1-9
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. The Levites and the Cities of Refuge (Numbers 35:6-7, Joshua 20:1-3) What do you notice about who owned the cities of refuge?
	Why do you think God placed these cities under their care?

	2. God’s Justice & Mercy – Who Could Flee? (Exodus 21:13-14; Deuteronomy 19:1-10) What was the difference between someone who fled to a city of refuge and someone who did not qualify for refuge? How does this reveal both God’s justice and His mercy?
	3. Mapping the Cities – A Path to Refuge (Joshua 20:7-8) Look at your map and trace the order in which the cities of refuge are listed. Why do you think God arranged them this way?
	4. Freedom for the Guilty (Joshua 20:6) Why did the fugitive have to remain in the city until the death of the High Priest? Read Hebrews 6:18-20. How does this point to Jesus?
	5. God’s Justice System. (Joshua 20:1-6 & Deut. 19:1-10) Imagine a society with no police force, no judges in robes, no prison system, and no jury trials. That was Israel! Yet, they still had justice, order, and protection for the innocent. How did Go...
	6. The Sixth Commandment & the Cities of Refuge (Exodus 20:13 & Joshua 20:1-9) How do the cities of refuge help Israel obey the 6th commandment while still allowing for justice to be served? Now, read Numbers 35:16-21. How did God distinguish between ...
	7. Jesus, the Cities of Refuge, and the Heart of the Law (Matthew 5:21-24 & Joshua 20:1-9) How does Jesus expand the Sixth Commandment, "You shall not murder," beyond just physical killing? The Cities of Refuge protected someone who killed unintention...
	8. Psalm 73 Connection (Psalm 73:26-28) Asaph declares that God Himself is his refuge. How does this compare to what we’ve learned about the cities of refuge?
	9. Strong & Courageous: The cities of refuge were open to anyone who ran to them—but they had to take action. What does this teach me about how I should run to Christ as my refuge?


	Lesson Six/Day Ten - Create & Share
	Stepping into the Story
	This is your challenge:
	Be Bold—Engage With the Story...and with one another:


	Lesson One
	Lesson Seven – Joshua 21:1-24:33
	Grace Group
	Teaching Time - Joshua 15-20 || “Faith to Possess”
	Day by Day
	My Heart to Yours...
	Lesson Seven/Day Two - Joshua 21-24
	Introduction: The journey through Joshua ends at Shechem—with fulfilled promises, faithful leadership, and a bold call to choose whom you will serve. This final lesson invites you to reflect, respond, and recommit to wholehearted obedience.
	❓Ask as you dwell: What does it look like to serve the LORD with sincerity, courage, and daily faithfulness in this season of my life?
	Thinking Back...
	1. Remember & Relate: Think back to Lesson 6. Review your notes from the message or Grace Groups. What is one insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 15:1-20:9?
	2. Ready to Worship: The “Worship” space at the top of each day is for you to note a song that comes to mind in that day’s study.

	Dwelling in the Word...
	3. 12 Day Three Reading: Joshua 21:1-45
	4. 12 Day Four Reading: Joshua 22:1-20
	5. 12 Day Five Reading: Joshua 22:21-34
	6. 12 Day Six Reading: Joshua 23:1-16
	7. 12 Day Seven Reading: Joshua 24:1-13
	8. 12 Day Eight Reading: Joshua 24:14-28
	9. 12 Day Nine Reading: Joshua 24:29-33
	10. 12 Create & Share – You’ll build to Day 10 every day of this lesson Look for this at the opening of Day 3 “Choose to Serve” and “Create & Share.”. Connect today with a study buddy 12


	Lesson Seven/Day Three - Joshua 21:1–45
	💡Big Idea: Every promise fulfilled—God roots His faithfulness in real places.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: What does it reveal about God’s character that His promises are fulfilled in actual places and not just ideas?
	📖Devotional: Gen. 12:1–3, Num. 35:1–8, Deut. 10:8–9, Ps. 33:4, Heb. 6:13–20, 11:13–16
	12Choose to Serve: Today, I will not serve: ________________________________
	12Create & Share:
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate: Promises Possessed (Josh. 20:1–9) What cities were established in the previous chapter, and why were they significant? How do these geographic placements reflect God's justice and care?
	2. Promised Portions: (Josh. 21:1–8) Why do the Levites now come to receive their cities? What does their patient posture and timing teach us about God's provision? What does it say about God’s priorities that the Levites were given no tribal territor...
	3. Sacred Space: (Josh. 21:9–42) Map out the cities given to the Levites. Why were they dispersed rather than clustered together? How does their distribution reveal God’s plan for ministry, teaching, and worship?
	4. Dwelling Together: (Josh. 21:3) The phrase “house of Israel” appears only once in the entire book of Joshua—right here. Why do you think the author uses this family-like term now, just as the Levites are being given their cities? What does it sugge...
	5. Theology in Distribution: (Josh. 21:8, 41–42) These cities were assigned “by lot,” yet the process was led by God. How does this distribution display the mystery of God’s sovereignty working through human means?
	6. Fulfilled & Faithful: (Josh. 21:43–45) What repeated verbs do you notice in these closing verses, and what truths about God’s covenant faithfulness do they declare?
	7. Place as Promise: (Josh. 21:43–45; Heb. 11:13–16) How does the physical inheritance of land point toward the “better country” promised in the New Testament? How does geography in Joshua shape your understanding of heaven and hope?
	8. Strong & Courageous – A Household Built to Serve (Josh. 21:3) The Levites received cities in the midst of every tribe. This was the moment when “the house of Israel” became a people structured and settled to serve. How is your own life being built ...


	Lesson Seven/Day Four - Joshua 22:1–20
	💡 Big Idea: Misplaced assumptions can fracture covenant unity—but zeal for God must be guided by grace.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: What am I assuming about others? Am I looking for ways to remember God’s great work in my family’s life?
	📖 Devotional: Prov. 18:13, Matt. 7:1–5, John 17:20–23, Rom. 14:4, Gal. 6:1, Eph. 4:3
	12Choose to Serve: Today, I will not serve: ________________________________
	12Create & Share:
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate: Division Avoided (Josh. 21:43–45) How does the previous chapter end, and what tone or expectation does that set for this new conflict? Why does it feel so jarring that tension arises after all the land has been given?
	2. Dismissed with Honor: (Josh. 22:1–9) What does Joshua affirm about the eastern tribes before sending them home? How does their obedience model faithful service across tribe and time?
	3. A Sudden Rift: (Josh. 22:10–12) What assumptions do the western tribes make when they see the altar? Why do you think their reaction is so swift and intense?
	4. History as Warning: (Josh. 22:13–20) What past events are brought up here (Peor, Achan)? Why are these moments used to justify their current reaction? How does fear of repeating the past both help and hurt?
	5. Character Reflection-The Eastern Tribes How does this moment test the eastern tribes' desire to serve the LORD faithfully while living at a distance from the center of worship? What does their situation reveal about the tension between proximity an...
	6. Picture of Peace: (Josh. 22:10–20) Draw or sketch two groups standing on either side of the Jordan River—one building an altar, the other readying for battle. Label the emotions, assumptions, and intentions on each side. Then, imagine how this scen...
	7. Strong & Courageous-Zeal with Understanding (Josh. 22:12, 19) Where in your life are you tempted to react with zeal but without understanding? What might it look like to protect unity while still honoring God’s holiness?


	Lesson Seven/Day Five - Joshua 22:21–34
	💡Big Idea: When we choose humility and speak truth, misunderstanding gives way to worship.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: Am I using my words to defend myself—or to build peace among God’s people?
	📖Devotional:
	12Choose to Serve: Today, I will not serve: ________________________________
	12Create & Share:
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate: Words of Warning (Josh. 22:13–20)What had the western tribes assumed about the altar? How were they trying to preserve holiness? Why do their good intentions still need course correction?
	2. Humble and Clear: (Josh. 22:21–29)How do the eastern tribes respond to the accusations? What do you notice about the tone, structure, and theological clarity of their defense?
	3. The Witness Altar: (Josh. 22:26–28, 34) Why do the tribes call the altar “a witness”? How is this different from the altar at Shiloh? What are they trying to preserve for future generations?
	4. From Division to Delight: (Josh. 22:30–33) What changes in the western leaders when they hear the explanation? How is unity restored—and why is listening the turning point?
	5. Character Reflection – The Gibeonites The Gibeonites once tried to preserve themselves through deceit. The eastern tribes preserved unity through truth. What does this comparison teach you about living as part of God's covenant people?
	6. Word Reflection – Shalom as the Outcome  (Josh. 22:33) The word shalom means more than peace—it speaks of wholeness, harmony, and restored relationship. How does this moment in Joshua 22 give us a picture of shalom? Try sketching or listing what in...
	7. Strong & Courageous – Peacemaking Worship (Josh. 22:34) How can your words or actions today serve as a “witness” that you belong to the people of God? Is there a misunderstanding you need to humbly clear up in order to restore peace?


	Lesson Seven/Day Six - Joshua 23:1–16
	💡Big Idea: Clinging to the LORD is the only path to covenant life and lasting blessing.
	❓Ask as You Dwell: What threatens to loosen my grip on the God who has held me fast?
	📖Devotional: Deut. 7:6–11, Ps. 63:7–8, John 15:4–11, Rom. 12:1–2, 2 Cor. 6:14–18, Heb. 10:23
	12Choose to Serve:
	12Create & Share:
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate: Unity Restored (Josh. 22:34)How did the previous chapter resolve? How might that moment of restored unity make Joshua’s farewell message even more urgent and tender?
	2. Long Obedience: (Josh. 23:1–3) What does Joshua recall about God’s faithfulness? Why does he begin with a history lesson before issuing commands?
	3. Keep and Do: (Josh. 23:6) Why does Joshua say “keep and do” all that is written in the Law? What’s the danger of partial obedience?
	4. Cling to the LORD: (Josh. 23:8) What does it mean to “cling” to the LORD? How is this different from just believing in Him?
	5. Covenant Warning: (Josh. 23:11–13) What specific dangers does Joshua warn about? Why does he focus on separation from the nations?
	6. A Covenant Shaped by Love and Loss: (Josh. 23:14–16) Joshua says, “not one word has failed”—but also warns that all threatened words will be fulfilled, too. What does this teach about God’s justice and love?
	7. Word Reflection-Cling with Covenant Loyalty (Josh. 23:8) The Hebrew word דָּבַק (dāvaq) means to cling, cleave, or stick closely. It’s the same word used in Gen. 2:24 when a man “clings” to his wife. What does it mean to cling to God—not just belie...
	8. Character Reflection – Caleb Caleb “wholly followed the LORD.” How does Joshua’s call to cling to the LORD echo Caleb’s example? What would it look like for you to live that way this week?
	9. Strong & Courageous  Picture your spiritual life as a mountain climb. You’re clipped to a rope—one end held by God, the other in your hand. What threatens your grip? What helps you hold on? Draw it, write a metaphor, or journal as if you’re mid-cli...


	Lesson Seven/Day Seven - Joshua 24:1–13
	💡Big Idea:
	❓Ask as You Dwell:
	📖Devotional:
	12Choose to Serve:
	12Create & Share:
	Dwelling Well...
	1. Remember & Relate: (Josh. 23:8–11) How does Joshua’s final speech lead directly into this gathering? Why might he begin this covenant renewal by recalling their collective past?
	2. Shechem on the Map: (Josh. 24:1) Look at Shechem on your map (Gen. 12, Josh. 20). What events happened here before? Why do you think Joshua calls all the tribes to this place?
	3. God the Giver: (Josh. 24:3–13) Count how many times God says “I gave…” or “I sent…” What does this repetition teach us about who the true hero of Israel’s story is?
	4. Theology in Geography: (Josh. 24:3–13) This recounting spans Ur, Egypt, the Red Sea, the wilderness, Jericho, and beyond. How does geography shape this testimony of God’s work?
	5. What God Has Done: (Josh. 24:6–13) Make a list of all the actions God takes in these verses. What do these verbs reveal about His character?
	6. Character Reflection – Rahab As Joshua retells Israel’s history, how might Rahab have heard this story? She was part of Jericho—and yet brought into the covenant. What does this say about God’s grace?
	7. Word Reflection – Grace That Gives (Josh. 24:1–13) Read Ephesians 2:8-9. The Hebrew word nātan means “to give.” In these verses, God uses it repeatedly: “I gave him Isaac… I gave you a land… I gave you a victory.” What does this repetition reveal a...
	8. Strong & Courageous-Testify from the Terrain (Josh. 24:1–13) Joshua doesn’t just preach—he points to places. What “locations” in your life tell the story of God’s faithfulness? Where have you buried idols, crossed rivers, seen walls fall?


	Lesson Seven/Day Eight - Joshua 24:14–28
	💡Big Idea:
	❓Ask as You Dwell:
	📖Devotional:
	12Choose to Serve: Today, I will not serve: ________________________________
	12Create & Share:
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate: Grace Before Obedience (Josh. 24:1–13) Why does Joshua rehearse God's saving acts before calling for commitment? How does this reflect the gospel pattern of grace before obedience? What place does reviewing God’s saving acts have...
	2. Choose This Day: (Josh. 24:14–15) What does Joshua say about fearing and serving the LORD? What does it mean that we must choose—not once, but every day—whom we will serve?
	3. "As for Me and My House": (Josh. 24:15) Joshua doesn’t just speak for himself—he speaks as a leader of his household. What does this reveal about spiritual leadership in the home?
	4. A Holy Tension: (Josh. 24:16–20) Why does Joshua warn the people that they can’t serve the LORD? What does this reveal about God’s holiness—and the danger of superficial religion?
	5. The People’s Pledge: (Josh. 24:21–24) The people repeat their commitment. How does Joshua reinforce it? Why do you think he make them say it out loud and bind it in writing?
	6. Word Reflection (Josh. 24:15, 22; Luke 9:23) Joshua calls Israel to make a defining decision: “Choose (בָּחַר/bachar)this day whom you will serve.” Create a simple decision tree or diagram showing what it looks like to serve the LORD alone versus s...
	7. Word Reflection (Josh. 24:14–24) עָבַד (ʿāvad) –The word ʿāvad appears repeatedly in Joshua 24—it’s the heartbeat of the chapter. This kind of “service” isn’t just external work; it’s total allegiance, devotion, and worship. Make a three-part list ...
	8. Character Reflection: Achan Joshua warns that God will not overlook rebellion. Think back to Achan and how he served greed in secret. How is Achan’s rebellion a reminder to you today?
	9. Strong & Courageous – Choose This Day (Josh. 24:15, 22) What will it mean for you to serve the LORD in sincerity and faithfulness today? Where are you tempted to hedge your loyalty or delay obedience?


	Lesson Seven/Day Nine - Joshua 24:29–33
	💡Big Idea:
	❓Ask as You Dwell:
	📖Devotional:
	12Choose to Serve:
	12Create & Share: Note anything in this passage that could inspire your final “Create & Share”
	Dwelling in the Word...
	1. Remember & Relate: Public Commitment, Private Legacy (Josh. 24:14–28) After Israel renews their covenant and sets up a stone of witness, what happens next? What do you think is significant in lingering over the deaths and burials of Joshua, Joseph,...
	2. Joshua the Servant: (Josh. 24:29–31) How is Joshua remembered? What legacy did he leave, and how does the phrase “the servant of the LORD” connect him to Moses?
	3. The Bones of Joseph: (Josh. 24:32; Gen. 50:24–26) Why did Joseph ask for his bones to be carried out of Egypt? What does their burial in Shechem symbolize?
	4. Geography of Fulfillment: (Josh. 24:32) Where is Joseph buried? Look at your map. Why does it matter that the bones return to Shechem? How does this fulfill Genesis and tie into covenant geography?
	5. Eleazar the Priest: (Josh. 24:33) Why is Eleazar’s burial included here? How does the priestly line's transition signal the continuity of worship in Israel?
	6. “A Stone and a Story” Choose one of the figures—Joshua, Joseph, or Eleazar. Write a first-person journal entry as if you were them, reflecting on your life’s purpose and what you hope those who follow you will carry forward.
	7. Character Reflection – Looking back at Rahab, Achan, the Gibeonites, Caleb, the Eastern Tribes, and the house of Israel—who do you most identify with in this season of your life? What does their story teach you about serving the LORD now?
	8. Word Reflection-Bones that Preach (Josh. 24:32) עֶצֶם (etsem) Refers to bones—but it also means essence, strength, or identity. When Joseph’s bones are finally buried in Shechem, it’s more than a burial. It’s a testimony: “God keeps His promises.” ...
	9. Strong & Courageous-Pass It On (Josh. 24:31–33) The generation who knew Joshua served the LORD—but others would come after. What are you doing now to shape the legacy of faith in your home, your church, your world?.


	Lesson Seven/Day Ten - Create & Share
	Instructions:
	As you create, consider...
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	My Heart to Yours...

	Lesson One

