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Open with prayer then recite memory verse from the previous lesson. 
 

Got Questions? If you have a question left unanswered or needing more 
clarification, this is a great time to make a note of it and share in the Q&R 

time following teaching. 
 

 Share something you learned, loved, or were 
encouraged by from the previous message and/or 
Grace Group time. 
 

 Share any of your notes, questions, or comments 

 #’s 1, 4, and 8 
 #’s 1, 6, and 8 
 #’s 1, 3, and 6 
 #’s 2, 8, and 9 
 #’s 1, 6, and 9 
 #’s 1, 5, and 8 
 #’s 2, 5, 8 (if you have time), and 9 
 Create & Share 

 
Up Next: Teaching 
 
We believe God hears, sees, knows, and is ready to answer us 

and guide us when we pray. 
 

Pray as you transition from Group to Teaching time for 
our fellowship to be God-honoring and focused on His 

word. 
 

 

 ┭┮┯┰ 
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Watch/Listen to this message on the “Dwelling Richly” podcast. 
Notes/Handout for this message ChurchCenter group or 
LaMiradaChurch.com/DwellingRichly 
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Lesson overview 
Use the checklist to help you plan your time with God - “TWiG Time” 

 
  



February 19 Grace Groups & Teaching, 
Review Lesson 3, Joshua 5:2-6:27  

  READ WRITE 
 

______________________ Joshua 7:1-10:28  Psalm 84:1-2 

 
______________________ Joshua 7:1–9 Psalm 84:3-4 

 
______________________ Joshua 7:10-15 Psalm 84:5-6 

 
______________________ Joshua 7:16-26 Psalm 84:7-8 

 
______________________ Joshua 8:1-29 Psalm 84:9-10 

 
______________________ Joshua 8:30-35 Psalm 84:11 

 
______________________ Joshua 9:1-15 Psalm 84:12 

 
______________________ Joshua 9:16-27 (catch-up day) 

 
______________________ Create & Share 

March 8 Grace Groups & Teaching 
Review Lesson 4 

 

 
Psalm 84:10 (ESV) 

 

 For a day in your courts is better 
    than a thousand elsewhere. 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God  

    than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
 

Consider memorizing verses 11-12 also 

 
Psalm 84 

 
Look for beautiful connections to 

our passages in Joshua! 
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Have you ever set out on an adventure feeling fully prepared, only to realize you completely 
missed something important? Maybe you forgot your phone charger on a road trip, or worse—
your coffee on an early morning commute. (The horror!) Well, welcome to Joshua 7-9, where 
Israel is stepping into victory… only to trip over hidden sin, deception, and the consequences of 
not seeking God’s wisdom first. 
 
We’ve come so far already—watching God part the Jordan, conquer Jericho, and remind His 
people that He fights for them. It’s been awe-inspiring, hasn’t it? But now, as we move forward, 
things get messy. Instead of unwavering faith, we see failure. Instead of clear victories, we find 
deception, consequences, and unexpected twists in the story. And yet, through it all, we see the 
unshakable faithfulness of God. 
 
Joshua 7 opens with a hard truth—disobedience has real consequences. Achan’s hidden sin 
leads to Israel’s devastating defeat at Ai, reminding us that what’s hidden in our hearts matters 
to God. But we also see the beauty of restoration when sin is dealt with and obedience is 
restored. 
 
By Joshua 8, Israel is back on track, following God’s lead and walking in victory. We also 
witness a powerful moment of worship on Mount Ebal, where God’s law is read, and His 
covenant is reaffirmed—a sacred reset after failure. And then, Joshua 9… where we meet the 
cunning Gibeonites. They don’t fight. They don’t run. They deceive. And somehow, by the end of 
the chapter, instead of being wiped out, they end up serving in the house of God. 
 
These chapters are filled with weighty lessons—about obedience, about seeking God’s wisdom, 
about living with the consequences of our choices, and about God’s ability to work even in our 
failures. There’s tension, challenge, and grace woven into these stories. And through it all, we 
are reminded that God’s sovereignty reigns supreme. Even when people fail, He does not. 
 
So, as we step into these next lessons, I invite you to bring your whole heart to this study. Let’s 
ask the tough questions. Let’s wrestle with the realities of sin, grace, and wisdom. And let’s keep 
our eyes open for the incredible ways God’s redemptive plan is unfolding—even in the 
unexpected. 
 
I can’t wait for you to discover all that’s ahead. Grab your Bible (and maybe an extra cup of 
coffee  ⵡ⵰), and let’s dive in together! 
 

With expectation and joy, 
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  ┭┮┯┰ for your Grace Group

  ᗒᗓᗔᗕᗖᗗᗘ Psalm 84:10

  ጴጵጶጷጸጹ (See Below)

  ៨៩៰  Psalm 84:1-2

  ےۑې  Say “Hi!” in our group.

  ᎳᎴᎵᎶ ______________________________________

 

–
 Welcome to Day Two! In this lesson, we’ll witness the devastating impact of hidden sin on an entire 

community, the importance of obedience to God's instructions, the power of God's intervention in battle, and the 
significance of covenant renewal. We’ll see how God's justice, mercy, and faithfulness are revealed. 
   What patterns of God’s faithfulness am I seeing? What other events or Scriptures does this 
remind me of? Is there a worship song or hymn that connects with me here?  

  Think back to Lesson 3 and Joshua 5:2-6:27. Review your notes from the message or 
Grace Groups. What is one insight that you are thankful for as you review Joshua 1:1-5:1?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 As you read and dwell through each day’s passage, use the line above (Worship) to 

write the name of a worship song, hymn, or chorus that come to mind. Remember, our goal is to “let the Word 
of Christ dwell in us richly...”  Thinking about worship as you read is one way to do that!

 

Read the following passages “inductively” – noting essentials (who, what, when, where, why) and noting God and 
truths about Him, repeated phrases, connections to the Torah and/or foreshadows to the New Covenant. Also 
note any question or difficulty that occurs to you. 

 Joshua 7:1–9 – Hidden Sin, Public Defeat
God & Truths About Him: God’s holiness requires obedience; sin affects the whole community. 
Repeated Phrases: “Devoted things,” “turned their backs before their enemies,” “the anger of the Lord.”Connections 
to Torah/Foreshadows: Echoes Leviticus 26:17 (defeat due to disobedience); foreshadows the need for Jesus, who 
removes sin fully. 
Questions/Difficulties: Why did Achan’s sin affect the whole nation? Was Israel too confident in their own 
strength? 
 Joshua 7:10-15 – The Cost of Compromise
God & Truths About Him: God demands purity; He reveals hidden sin. 
Repeated Phrases: “Cannot stand before your enemies,” “set apart,” “devoted to destruction.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Similar to Leviticus 10:1-3, where God’s holiness consumes Nadab 
and Abihu; foreshadows the final judgment of sin in Christ. 
Questions/Difficulties: How does this apply today? Do we take sin as seriously as God does? 
 



Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Four 

... 92 ... 

 Joshua 7:16–26 – Achan’s Sin and Judgment
God & Truths About Him: God is just; He knows what is hidden. 
Repeated Phrases: “I saw… I coveted… I took,” “burned with fire,” “heap of stones.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Echoes Genesis 3:6 (Eve saw, desired, and took); foreshadows 
Christ taking judgment on our behalf. 
Questions/Difficulties: Why was Achan’s family also judged? How does this highlight the seriousness of 
sin? 
 
 Joshua 8:1–29 – Victory Through Obedience
Why? Obedience brings victory; reliance on God matters. 
God & Truths About Him: God fights for His people; He restores what sin disrupts. 
Repeated Phrases: “Do as the Lord has commanded,” “stretched out the javelin.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Like Exodus 17:8-13 (Moses holding up his staff for victory); 
foreshadows Jesus as the greater Joshua, leading us to victory. 
Questions/Difficulties: Why does God allow Ai to be taken differently than Jericho? What does this 
teach about listening to God each step? 
 
 Joshua 8:30–35 – Covenant Renewal at Mount Ebal
Who? Joshua, Israel, priests. What? Israel reaffirms the covenant by reading the Law. 
When? After victory at Ai. Where? Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. 
Why? To recommit to obedience and blessing. 
God & Truths About Him: God is faithful; He desires relationship with His people. 
Repeated Phrases: “As it is written,” “Moses commanded.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Fulfills Deuteronomy 27-28; foreshadows Christ, who fulfills the 
Law and brings the true covenant. 
Questions/Difficulties: Why did this happen now, instead of after Jericho? 
 Joshua 9:1–15 – The Gibeonites’ Deception
Who? The Gibeonites, Joshua, Israel’s leaders. What? Gibeon deceives Israel into making a treaty. 
When? After Ai’s defeat, before more conquests. Where? Gilgal, Israel’s camp. 
Why? Gibeon feared God but chose deception instead of surrender. 
God & Truths About Him: He works even through deception; He takes covenant-making seriously. 
Repeated Phrases: “Did not ask counsel from the LORD.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Echoes Genesis 27 (Jacob deceiving Isaac); foreshadows God’s 
mercy to Gentiles in Christ. 
Questions/Difficulties: Why didn’t Joshua seek God’s guidance? Was God’s mercy toward the 
Gibeonites a sign of His plan for the nations? 
 Joshua 9:16–27 – A Treaty Honored, A People Humbled
Who? Joshua, Israel’s leaders, the Gibeonites. What? Israel realizes they’ve been deceived but keeps 
their vow. When? Three days after making the treaty. Where? Gibeon, Gilgal. 
Why? Israel honors the covenant despite deception. 
God & Truths About Him: God values faithfulness to vows; He repurposes mistakes. 
Repeated Phrases: “We have sworn to them by the LORD,” “woodcutters and water carriers.” 
Connections to Torah/Foreshadows: Echoes Numbers 30:2 (vows must be kept); foreshadows Gentiles 
being included in God’s house (Psalm 84:10, Ephesians 2:19-22). 
Questions/Difficulties: Was keeping the treaty the right decision? How does God use unexpected 
people for His purposes? 
 – This is a good time to look ahead to Day Ten, “Create & Share.” 

Prepare ahead of time and even do a little each day as time permits. 
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  ┭┮┯┰ for your Grace Group

  ᗒᗓᗔᗕᗖᗗᗘ Psalm 84:10

  ጴጵጶጷጸጹ Joshua 7:1–9

  ៨៩៰  Psalm 84:3-4

  ےۑې Share a question you have so far. 
  ᎳᎴᎵᎶ __________________________________

 

–

࢘   Hidden sin aȅects not just the individual but the entire community of 
faith. God's call to holiness requires us to confront and confess sin to experience His 
full blessing. 
 ጴጵጶጷጸጹ  Psalm 139:23-24, 1 John 1:9, Romans 6:23, Hebrews 12:1-2 

 Read Joshua 6:18-19. How does this command connect 
with God’s broader instruction in Joshua 1:8 to "be careful to do according to all 
that is written in it"? 

Joshua 6:18-19 commands the Israelites to avoid taking devoted things, which 
aligns with Joshua 1:8’s instruction to be careful to follow all of God's law. 
This connection shows that success depends on consistent obedience and 
reverence for God's commands, regardless of circumstances. 
 What are some ways you see that Israel has been set 

up for success since crossing the Jordan?
God’s Presence: The Ark of the Covenant led them across the Jordan, 
reminding them of God’s active presence among them. Miraculous Signs: 
God parted the Jordan River and brought down the walls of Jericho, 
demonstrating His power and faithfulness. Renewal of the Covenant: 
Through circumcision and the Passover celebration at Gilgal, the Israelites 
renewed their commitment to God. Unified Leadership: Joshua has 
consistently followed God's commands, fostering trust and unity among 
the people. Divine Command and Strategy: God provided specific instructions for their military 
strategies, ensuring victory when they followed 
 (see Lesson Two)
Check out this exciting evidence for Ai! patternsofevidence.com/2019/02/09/biblical-city-ai-located/ 
 (7:1) Read Joshua 6:27. If the account of Joshua had ended here what would have 

been a highlight of their journey?
the highlight would be God’s presence with Joshua, as evidenced by Jericho’s miraculous defeat and 
Joshua’s growing fame. 
The account (obviously) does not end here, and the very next sentence (7:1) opens ominously with the preview 
of what happens. What are the key details noted in this preview? Why include these details in the preview? 
The Sin: Achan took some of the devoted items, disobeying God's command. The Consequence: God's 
anger burned against Israel. ...shows the collective nature of Israel’s responsibility and prepares readers 
for the impending defeat. 
 

Learning Hebrew 

 עָכָ ן
(ah-kahn) 
Joshua 7:1 

Achan – the name of the 
man who took the “harem” 
and caused Israel’s defeat. 
His name means: “trouble”  

 אֲהָהּ
(ah-hah) 

Joshua 7:7 
Alas, Ah, Woe!  
This is the FIRST 
occurrence of this unique 
Hebrew word in the Bible. It 
is an interjection of 
strongest terms.  

 אֲדֹנָי
(ad-o-nigh) 
Joshua 7:7 

“Lord” – master, the “Lord” 
used with יְהוִֹה (yah-weh) is 
translated “Lord God”  



Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Four 

... 94 ... 

 (7:2-3) Why did the spies initially think they would only need a small army? Based on 
what they had experienced and knew at the time, do you think this was a reasonable strategy? Why or why 
not?

The spies recommended sending only 2-3,000 men to Ai, likely because: 
Jericho had fallen easily with God’s help. Ai appeared smaller and less fortified. Overconfidence and 
assumption of continued divine favor. 
From a human perspective, their strategy seemed reasonable. However, their failure to seek God's 
direction reveals a critical mistake. 
 
 From the perspective of an Israelite soldier or as Joshua, describe what you might feel after 

the defeat at Ai. Knowing only what you know at this moment, what explanation, if any, might be coming to 
mind as you think about the defeat and loss of life? Use Joshua 7:1-6 as inspiration.

If I were an Israelite soldier: "I’m stunned. We defeated mighty Jericho without a single casualty, but 
now...Ai? Such a small city, and we ran like scared sheep. Something is deeply wrong." If I were Joshua: 
"I feel the weight of responsibility crushing me. I tore my clothes and fell on my face before God. 
What went wrong? We obeyed at Jericho—what did we miss?" 
 
 
 (7:6) Compare Joshua’s response here to his response to the “commander of the 

LORD’s army” in 5:14. Note your observations and any insights: 
In Joshua 5:14, Joshua humbly submits to the commander of the LORD’s army. In Joshua 7:6, however, 
he laments with confusion and grief, tearing his clothes and crying out to God. This shift reflects his 
deep distress and his desire to understand what went wrong. 
 
 
 (7:7-9) Instead of a simple, “Joshua prayed.” we get the details of Joshua’s prayer. 
Why do you think his prayer was recorded when other times a simple “’so-and-so’ prayed” is all we get in the 
narrative? 
Joshua’s prayer is recorded in detail to highlight his sincere relationship with God and to model how 
leaders can approach God with honest emotions and concerns. It underscores the severity of the 
situation and the potential dishonor to God's name. 
 
Note the three questions in Joshua’s prayer then consider what his prayer tells you about his strengths or 
weaknesses as a leader.  
Why did You bring us across the Jordan? What can I say now that Israel has been defeated? What 
will You do for Your great name? 
Strengths: Joshua shows humility, dependence on God, and concern for God's reputation. Weaknesses: 
His initial focus on the external defeat and questioning of God's plan indicates a moment of doubt. 
 
 
 How do you talk to God? What do your prayers reveal about your priorities?
Our prayers reveal what we prioritize. When we pray with honesty and humility, we demonstrate our 
trust in God's plan. Like Joshua, our prayers should reflect a concern for God's glory, not just our 
circumstances. Regular, sincere prayer helps us remain strong and courageous in our faith. 
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  ┭┮┯┰ for your family

  ᗒᗓᗔᗕᗖᗗᗘ  Psalm 84:10

  ጴጵጶጷጸጹ Joshua 7:10-15

  ៨៩៰ Psalm 84:5-6

  ےۑې Connect with the group today

  ᎳᎴᎵᎶ __________________________________

 

–

 God answers prayer, but sometimes His response is not comforting  ࢘ 
 ጴጵጶጷጸጹ : Isaiah 59:1-2; 1 Peter 1:14-16 

 (7:7-9; Exodus 32:7-10) Compare God's response to 
Joshua here with His response to Moses when Israel sinned with the golden calf. 
What similarities do you notice? What does this reveal about God's holiness?

In both cases, God immediately addresses the sin rather than offering 
comfort to the leader. His first concern is the integrity of His people. This 
shows that God does not tolerate sin, and it must be confronted before 
restoration can occur. 
 (7:11-12) How many times does LORD refer to Israel 

corporately in these two verses? ___ Based on what you know from Joshua 7:1, 
does this surprise you? Why or why not?

(6-12x) At first, this might seem surprising because Joshua 7:1 makes it 
clear that only Achan physically committed the sin. Yet, God holds the 
entire nation responsible. 
 (7:10-11) What does God tell Joshua to do? ___________! 

Why do you think He interrupts Joshua’s prayer? Based on his prayer (7:7-9), do 
you think Joshua gets what he expected from God?

Joshua likely expected God to explain the defeat in a way that reaffirmed 
Israel's favor—perhaps a strategy adjustment or encouragement to press 
on. Instead, God reveals that the real issue isn’t military failure but spiritual 
unfaithfulness. His interruption is a wake-up call: prayer without obedience 
is powerless.This moment reminds us that while prayer is essential, there 
are times when God calls us to stop praying and start acting—to deal with 
sin, make things right, and walk in obedience. Joshua needed to shift from seeking 
answers to confronting the problem. 
 
 (7:11) Break down the six phrases. 

Underline/Highlight “they” in each. Comment on the seriousness of sin and how grows when left unchecked:
"Israel has sinned"  
– Sin is never isolated; it affects the whole community. 
"They have transgressed my covenant (י  "(בְּרִיתִ֔
 – This is not just a mistake; it's a violation of a sacred bond. 
"They have taken some of the devoted things" 
 – Sin often starts with greed and self-interest. 

Learning Hebrew 

 קֻם
(KOOM) 

Joshua 7:10 
"Get up! Rise!"—strong 

imperative command, used in 
moments of divine 

commission  

 חָטָא
(kha-TAH) 
Joshua 7:11 

"To sin"—literally, to miss the 
mark. In Hebrew thought, sin is 

not just moral failure but a 
deviation from God's intended 

path 

 בְּרִית
(B’REET) 

Joshua 7:11 
"Covenant"—a binding 

agreement, often sealed with 
an oath and requiring 

faithfulness. 

 נְבָלָה
(neh-vah-lah) 

Joshua 7:15 
"outrageous thing"—a 
disgrace, folly, outrage 

conveying a deep sense of 
moral corruption not just a 

minor misstep but an act that 
violates the very fabric of 

covenant faithfulness. 
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"They have stolen"  
– What belongs to God was taken for personal gain. 
"They have lied" 
 – Sin breeds deception. 
"They have put them among their own belongings" 
 – Sin is not just an action; it embeds itself in our lives. 
 (7:12; Deut. 28:15-20) God declares that He will no longer be with Israel unless the 

sin is removed. Why is this such a serious consequence? How does this align with the covenant blessings and 
curses in Deuteronomy? How does God describe the sin

God's presence is conditional on covenant faithfulness. Just as Israel was promised victory for 
obedience, they were warned that disobedience would bring defeat. This moment is a direct 
fulfillment of Deuteronomy 28’s warning. 
 (Joshua 7:13 and 3:5; Exodus 19:10-11, 1 Peter 1:14-16) This is not the first time 

Joshua has heard this command. Just a few chapters earlier, before Israel crossed the Jordan, he gave the 
very same charge to the people. How do these two purposes compare?

Consecration in Joshua 3:5 and in 7:13 
consecration prepared Israel to witness God’s wonders as they crossed the Jordan. 
consecration prepared Israel to address sin and restore their standing before God. 
What does this reveal about God's holiness and our responsibility to walk rightly before Him? 
This contrast shows that God’s holiness requires preparation—both when experiencing His blessings and 
when confronting sin. True consecration isn’t just about readiness for miracles but also for 
repentance and restoration.  
 (7:13) What is the harsh reality of Israel’s future should they proceed unchecked? Do you 

think there is a correlation between this approach and how you live today? How so or not? Consider also, 
Psalm 66:18-20 and Hebrews 12:14-15.

If they did not deal with the sin in their midst, they would not be able to stand before their enemies. God’s 
presence and protection were tied to their obedience. If they ignored His command to consecrate themselves, 
they would face ongoing defeat and separation from His favor.This same principle applies to our lives today. While 
we are under the grace of Christ, unrepentant sin still has real consequences. Psalms warns that clinging to sin 
affects our relationship with God. If we refuse to address areas of disobedience, our prayers and spiritual 
growth can be hindered. Hebrews reminds us that holiness isn’t optional. When sin goes unchecked, it doesn’t just 
harm us—it can lead others astray as well. 
 (7:14-15) God could have chosen to get the to bottom of the sin issue in any 

number of ways. Jot a few ideas, then outline the method God commanded Joshua to use. What does this 
process teach you about God’s ways? 

God could have... 
immediately told Joshua the name of the guilty person. caused Achan to confess on his own. struck 
Achan down in a visible, supernatural act. allowed Israel to continue struggling until they figured it out  
Instead God: 
INSTEAD: tribe by tribe, clan by clan, household by household, until THE MAN was chosen—likely by 
casting lots (as seen in other biblical instances).  
 Imagine you are Joshua hearing God speak this command. You still don’t know 

who is guilty, but you do know this: someone has done something that God calls an "outrageous thing" in 
Israel. How will you remain “strong & courageous” in light of what will happen tomorrow and what truths 
about God will strengthen you? 

I would feel the weight of God’s words pressing on me. I don’t yet know who is guilty, but I do know 
that sin has brought judgment upon Israel—and as their leader, I must confront it.To remain strong and 
courageous, I would: Trust God’s justice. He is not acting unfairly; His holiness demands that sin be 
addressed.Obey fully. Even if this is difficult, I cannot shrink back. God’s command is clear. 
Prepare my heart. This will not be easy, but I must lead with faith, not fear. 
Remember the past. Just as God was with us at Jericho, He is still with us now. 
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  ┭┮┯┰ to want what God wants

  ᗒᗓᗔᗕᗖᗗᗘ Psalm 84:10

  ጴጵጶጷጸጹ Joshua 7:16-26

  ៨៩៰  Psalm 84:7-8

  ےۑې Encourage a Grace Group member

  ᎳᎴᎵᎶ _________________________________________

 

–

࢘   Sin will not stay hidden forever—God reveals, judges, calls to holiness 
   Am I willing to hate sin as much as God does? 
 ጴጵጶጷጸጹ  Numbers 32:23; Hebrews 4:12-13 

 Reflect on God’s expectations for His people. Read 
and summarize the following:

Leviticus 11:44-45 
“Be holy, for I am holy.” 
Deuteronomy 7:6 
you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession.” 
Joshua 6:17-19 
Jericho was to be devoted to destruction, and the people were warned not to take anything for themselves. 
What does this tell you about God’s expectations?  
God’s holiness demands that His people reflect His character. When He calls Israel set apart, it’s not just about 
rituals—it’s about living in a way that honors Him. The warning in Joshua 6:17-19 shows that disobedience has 
consequences. As we study Joshua 7:16-26, we’ll see that God’s call to holiness is not negotiable. 
 Recall how many had died as a result of Israel’s sin: ___ Consider the grief and 

mourning still taking place because of this defeat. These men weren’t numbers, they were fathers, sons, 
brothers, uncles, and friends who went on the front lines for Israel never to come home to their families. Now 
Joshua has called Israel to step forward tribe by tribe, clan by clan narrowing the search for the man that 
God already knows.  Label the circles to show what happens in this passage. Imagine you are among those 
still in mourning - now watching and waiting as this process unfolds. As God narrows the search what are you 
thinking? What are you feeling and hoping? What impact is this moment having on your faith in YHWH?

Israel>Judah>Zerah>Zabdi>Carmi>Achan (and all his family) 
I’m still mourning the 36 men we lost. They weren’t just numbers—they were my 
neighbors, my friends, my family. The weight of their deaths makes this 
moment even heavier. I see God’s justice unfolding in real time. He already 
knows who is guilty, yet He is moving deliberately, letting the truth be revealed 
slowly.I wonder if the guilty man will step forward. Will someone confess 
before it’s too late? Will we see repentance, or will judgment fall in full force? 
My faith in YHWH is sharpened. He is not distant—He is here, among us, purging 
sin from our midst. This is terrifying, but it also makes me trust Him more. 
 (7:19) What does Joshua urge Achan to 

do? Why do you think Joshua describe this as an act of giving glory and praise 
to God? Consider also Numbers 32:23.

Confession honors God because it acknowledges His justice and sovereignty. 
Sin may stay hidden from people, but nothing escapes God’s sight. 
 
 

Learning Hebrew 

 שָׁלָ ל
(shah-LAHL) 
Joshua 7:21 

Spoil, plunder, booty 
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 (7:20-21) Read carefully and note the “I...” statements Achan makes. Note the steps of his sin 
from general admission (v. 20) to the specifics of each progressive act:

“I saw” – The temptation begins with what he allowed his eyes to linger on. 
“I coveted” – His desire for the items takes root. 
“I took” – He acted on his desire, leading to disobedience. 
“I hid” – He attempted to conceal his sin, rather than confessing it. 
Which of Achan’s act is where the sin begins? _________________ coveting 
What had God commanded the people to do with these items from Jericho? (6:18-21) 
All silver, gold, and metals were to be devoted to the Lord (placed in His treasury). 
Everything else in Jericho was to be destroyed as an act of judgment. 
 (7:20-21) Read the following and consider the seriousness of this sin in light of each account:

Genesis 3:6 
What similarities do you see 
between this and the Achan 

account? 
Both saw, desired, and 
took what was 
forbidden. 
Both disobeyed a 
direct command from 
God. 
Both brought 
consequences not just 
on themselves, but on 
others. 

Exodus 20:17 
Why do you think coveting 

is included in the Ten 
Commandments along with 

murder and adultery? 
Coveting happens 
internally but leads to 
external sin. 
It is a breach of trust 
in God’s provision and a 
root cause of many 
sins (stealing, lying, 
adultery, etc.). 

Isaiah 14:13-14 
How is covetousness the 

first sin? 
Lucifer’s downfall 
began with a desire to 
be like God. 
He was not content 
with his position and 
sought what did not 
belong to him. 
This pattern continues—
coveting leads to 
rebellion. 

Acts 5:1-11 
What similarities do you see 
between this and the Achan 

account? 
Both Achan and 
Ananias & Sapphira 
took what was devoted 
to God. 
Both acted in secret, 
thinking they could hide 
their sin. 
Both faced immediate 
judgment for their 
deception. 

How could covetousness ruin your own relationships? Marriage? Friendships? Church family? What does the sin of 
coveting reveal about your attitude toward or understanding of God? 
Marriage – Comparing your spouse to others breeds discontentment and resentment. 
Friendships – Envy can lead to jealousy and broken trust. 
Church family – Coveting position, influence, or material things disrupts unity and breeds division. 
Covetousness distorts our hearts, causing us to crave what is not ours instead of trusting in God’s 
perfect provision. 
 (7:22-26) What does Achor’s name mean? _______ (see “Learning 

Hebrew” pg 93) How does the account of Achan conclude? 
He is stoned and burned, along with his family and possessions. 
A memorial of stones is raised as a lasting reminder. 
The place is named “Valley of Achor” (Valley of Trouble) 
Do you think the punishment fit the crime? Why or why not? 
At first glance, the punishment seems harsh, but in the context of Israel’s covenant with God, it was 
just. Achan’s sin brought death to 36 men and threatened the entire nation. 
This moment was a turning point for Israel—sin had to be purged for them to move forward. 
 How is the mandate to be “strong & courageous” impacted by sin in your life? 

Consider Hebrews 12:1-2 and your willingness -or lack of it- to lay aside sin and look to Jesus today.
Sin entangles and weakens us. Like Achan, we can be hindered by secret sins. 
God calls us to lay it aside. We cannot run the race well if we’re carrying baggage we refuse to 
release. 
Jesus is our focus. When we fix our eyes on Him, we have the strength to resist sin and move 
forward. 
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  ┭┮┯┰ for your church

  ᗒᗓᗔᗕᗖᗗᗘ Psalm 84:10

  ጴጵጶጷጸጹ Joshua 8:1-29

  ៨៩៰ Psalm 84:9-10

  ےۑې Share an idea or insight

  ᎳᎴᎵᎶ ______________________________

 

–

࢘   God's path to restoration and victory involves obedience, and trust. God’s priority is redemption. 
   How does obedience restore what disobedience has broken?  
 ጴጵጶጷጸጹ  Deut. 30:19; 2 Cor. 4:7; Heb. 12:5-11; James 1:22-25 

 In Deuteronomy. 30:19 what had Moses laid out clearly for the people? How do you 
see this connecting to Achan and Ai and the future of Israel in today’s passage?

Life and death, blessing and curse, urging them to choose life by obeying God. 
Achan chose disobedience, bringing a curse and death. The renewed obedience in Joshua 8 brings 
victory, showing that faithfulness leads to life and restoration. 
  (Joshua 7:1-26) Why did Israel’s first attack on Ai fail? 
ed because of Achan’s disobedience.  
What had to happen in order for them to be victorious? ______________________________________ 
Sin removed 
What does this teach you about the nature of sin and restoration? 
Israel had to remove sin from their midst before victory was possible. This teaches that obedience 
matters and that God’s presence is tied to holiness among His people 
  (Joshua 1:9 and 8:1) What is the repeated command of YHWH 

from Joshua 1:9 and 8:1? _________________________________________________________ 
What situation was behind Joshua when God first spoke these words? What situation is behind Joshua this 
moment now?

THEN (1:9)       NOW (8:1) 
The death of Moses, leading the people on his own, facing the crossing (finally) of the Jordan and 
entering the PL. – NOW: attacking Ai again after Achan’s  
What is the repeated promise in 6:2 and 8:1? ___________________________________________ 
How do you see God providing the antidote to “fear” and “dismay?” Does this impact your life today or is it just 
for Joshua? Explain: 
Through His presence, commands, and the certainty of His promises. This impacts my life today as I 
seek to keep my eyes on Him and obey His commands – I need to be like Joshua – strong and 
courageous and willing to really obey God at all costs. 

  (7:1-5/8:1-2) Compare the battle strategies between the two attacks on Ai. What 
was diȅerent this time? How did Joshua’s posture toward God shift? 

The first attack relied on human assumption and overconfidence; the second followed God’s command 
and strategy.📖 How did Joshua’s posture toward God shift?➡ He moved from presumption to total 
dependence on God's direction. 
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 (8:3-9) Could God have provided instant victory? ____ What does God 
command instead? What does this teach you about His sovereignty and strategy in this moment and in your 
life today as well?

📖 Could God have provided instant victory?➡ Yes.📖 What does God command instead?➡ A strategic 
ambush requiring patience, obedience, and teamwork.📖 What does this teach you about His 
sovereignty and strategy in this moment and in your life today?➡ God often works through 
processes that grow our faith, discipline, and reliance on Him. 
 (8:2, 6:18-21, 7:21) How do YHWH’s instructions diȅer between taking Jericho and 

taking Ai? What does this teach you about God’s provision and your need to trust Him to the letter in all 
circumstances?

📖 How do YHWH’s instructions differ between taking Jericho and taking Ai?➡ Jericho: Everything 
was devoted to destruction.➡ Ai: Israel was allowed to take plunder.📖 What does this teach you about 
God’s provision and your need to trust Him fully?➡ God provides what we need in His timing; greed 
and disobedience lead to unnecessary consequences. 
 (8:3-17) It’s possible that some of the men who attacked Ai the first time were back 

again for this ambush. Do you think it would have been diȆcult to go back to that place where they had 
failed, men had died, and they faced such a humiliation? Why or why not? What would be the diȅerence this 
time? Write your response from your own perspective or, creatively, from the perspective of one of the 
soldiers returning to Ai.

📖 Some of the men who attacked Ai the first time were likely back again for this ambush. How 
might they have felt returning to the place of their failure?➡ Nervous, humbled, but trusting in God’s 
renewed direction.📖 What would be different this time?➡ God’s presence, a divinely given strategy, 
and a lesson learned from past failure.📖 Write your response from your own perspective or 
creatively from the perspective of one of the soldiers returning to Ai. 
 (8:18-29) How does Joshua lead with total obedience? How does this contrast with 

Achan’s sin and the results of his sin?
He stretches out his javelin, as directed by the Lord, signaling the ambush—Joshua remains steadfast, 
keeping his javelin extended until the battle is fully won, demonstrating perseverance in obedience. This 
stands in stark contrast to Achan’s disobedience in Joshua 7. Achan took what was devoted to 
destruction, acting in self-interest rather than in submission to God's will. His sin led to Israel’s defeat, 
fear, and the loss of thirty-six lives. By contrast, Joshua’s obedience brings victory, confidence, and 
reaffirms Israel’s commitment to God's commands 
 What does God’s battle plan teach you about the way God can and does work to 

redeem His people and advance His plans? Have there been any other examples of sneaky or sly tactics in 
the Joshua account? Explain:

📖 What does God’s battle plan teach you about the way He redeems His people and advances His 
plans?➡ God turns past failures into future victories when we trust Him.📖 Have there been any 
other examples of clever tactics in Joshua? Explain.➡ Rahab’s deception, the spies scouting Jericho, 
the crossing of the Jordan at flood stage. 
 Select one or more of the devotional suggestions for today’s lesson. Cnsider 
how Israel’s victory at Ai can only be remember with a cloud of regret. What faith building application can you 
take from that passage in light of today’s lesson and any regrets that God has redeemed in your own life?

Deut. 30:19; 2 Cor. 4:7; Heb. 12:5-11; James 1:22-25. Deuteronomy 30:19: "God has set before me life and 
death, blessing and curse. Today, I choose to trust His ways, knowing obedience leads to life." 
2 Corinthians 4:7: "I recognize that my strength is not my own. Even in my weaknesses, God’s power is 
at work, refining me through trials." 
Hebrews 12:5-11: "Discipline is difficult, but I see it as God’s way of shaping me. When I face hardships, I 
will remind myself that He disciplines those He loves." 
James 1:22-25: "It’s easy to hear the Word but harder to live it out. I will take intentional steps this week to be a doer, not just a 
hearer of God’s truth." 



 

Joshua: Strong & Courageous   Lesson Four 

... 101 ... 

  ┭┮┯┰  for patience.

  ᗒᗓᗔᗕᗖᗗᗘ  Psalm 84:10

  ጴጵጶጷጸጹ Joshua 8:30-35

  ៨៩៰  Psalm 84:11

  ےۑې Respond to a prompt.

  ᎳᎴᎵᎶ ________________________

 

–

࢘   True victory is not just about battles won but about hearts renewed in obedience to God's Word. 
   How does remembering and reaffirming God’s covenant shape my faith and obedience 
today? What role does God’s Word play in my worship and daily life? 
 ጴጵጶጷጸጹ  Deuteronomy 27:1-8; Psalm 19:7-11; Matthew 5:17-20; Hebrews 4:12 

 Add Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim to your map. What other locations are these two places near that will 
help you remember where to find them? Label each Mt. “blessing” or “curse” according to Dt. 11:29

Mount Ebal/curse and Mount Gerizim/blessing are located near Shechem, an important city in biblical 
history. Shechem is where God first promised the land to Abraham (Genesis 12:6-7) and later where 
Jacob settled and built an altar (Genesis 33:18-20). Keeping this connection in mind helps situate these 
mountains as places of covenant renewal, linking back to God's promises to the patriarchs. 
 
 Read Deuteronomy 11:26-32 and 27:1-26. What did Moses command the people 

to do? Note especially (Dt. 27:1-4,8) the materials commanded and how they were to write upon the stones! 
(Very cool!)

Moses commanded the Israelites to proclaim blessings on Mount Gerizim and curses on Mount Ebal as 
a covenant reminder when they entered the land. He instructed them to set up large stones, write 
the Law on them, and build an altar on Mount Ebal for sacrifices. This act was to reinforce their 
commitment to obeying God's commands and living in faithfulness to His covenant 
 
 

 (8:30-35) How does Joshua faithfully lead the people after Ai is conquered? Look for 
specific actions that are stated and implied that Joshua takes and how his actions align with what Moses had 
commanded.

Built an altar of uncut stones 
Offered burnt and peace offerings 
Wrote on the stones a copy of the law  
Organized the people and Levitical priests at Mt. Ebal and Gerazim 
He read all the words of the law – blessing and curse 

 
 (8:30-35) Achan’s sneaky covetousness is starkly contrasted in this passage with Israel’s 

total obedience. Review the passage and note all the ways Israel is named as a whole and all the sub-groups 
that are named too. Think about who specifically would have been included in these sub-groups.
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They offered burnt offerings and peace offerings 
They watched Joshua carve into the stones 
All Israel, sojourners, natives born, elders, officers, judges, Levitical priests, women, little ones, 
sojourners 
One sub-group is mentioned twice: _______________ Why might this be noteworthy? 
Sojourners are mentioned twice – maybe because Rahab and her important role maybe because God wants no one to 
ever forget the value of sojourners with His people 
Maybe because this exact line is saiid later in chapter 9 “perhaps you “live among us” 
 
 
 (8:31) Why “burnt” and “peace/fellowship” oȅerings? Read Leviticus 1:3-17 for 

Burnt and Leviticus 3, and 7:11-21 for Peace/Fellowship oȅerings. What do each of these oȅerings symbolize? 
Why would these be especially significant at this point in Israel’s history? Draw or describe to express your 
response:

The burnt offering symbolized total devotion and atonement for sin, while the peace/fellowship 
offering represented communion and thanksgiving to God. At this moment in Israel’s history, these 
sacrifices reaffirmed their covenant with God after previous failures. The burnt offering 
acknowledged their dependence on God’s mercy, and the peace offering celebrated restored 
fellowship. 
Burnt offerings are all for God. Peace offerings can be eaten in part by priests and those 
offering it 
 (8:33-35; Deut. 11:26-29) What did these two mountains represent? How 

does the covenant renewal foreshadow the ultimate choice presented in the gospel? Consider Gal. 3:13-14
Mount Gerizim represented blessing, and Mount Ebal represented the curse for disobedience. The 
covenant renewal symbolized the reality that Israel had to choose between obedience leading to life 
and disobedience leading to judgment. This foreshadows Christ taking on the curse of the Law 
(Galatians 3:13-14) so that all who believe in Him might receive the blessing of salvation by faith. 
 
 
 (8:34-35) Who was present to hear the reading of the Law? Why do you think this is 

significant? 
Men, women, children, and foreigners—everyone in the community was included, emphasizing that God’s 
Word is for all people, not just leaders or certain groups. 
 
In Nehemiah 8:1-8 Ezra reads the Law after Israel’s exile. What do both moments teach us about the role of 
Scripture in renewal and revival? 
Both moments show that Scripture has the power to unite, convict, and restore God’s people. Just as 
Joshua led Israel in recommitting to God’s Word, Ezra did the same after exile. Scripture is central to 
spiritual revival, reminding us of God’s promises and calling us back to faithfulness. 
 
 Renewing the covenant at Mount Ebal was about more than words—it was about 

realigning hearts with God’s will. We, too, are called to continually renew our commitment to God’s Word, 
knowing that Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of the Law. How will you make His Word the center of your life 
today?

Consider practical ways to keep Scripture central: committing to daily Bible reading, memorizing key 
verses, using Scripture in prayers, or sharing God’s Word with others. Write a short prayer asking 
God to align your heart with His Word, just as Israel did in Joshua’s time. 
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  ┭┮┯┰ for discernment

  ᗒᗓᗔᗕᗖᗗᗘ  Psalm 84:10

  ጴጵጶጷጸጹ Joshua 9:1-15

  ៨៩៰  Psalm 84:12

  ےۑې Share one insight

  ᎳᎴᎵᎶ ________________________

 

–

࢘   Trusting in our own understanding can lead to deception, but seeking God's wisdom guards us from 
costly mistakes. 
   How can I ensure that my decisions align with God's will rather than relying on my own 
wisdom? What role does prayer and discernment play in seeking God’s guidance? 
 ጴጵጶጷጸጹ  Proverbs 3:5-6; James 1:5; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Ephesians 6:10-18 

 Read Deuteronomy 7:1-6 and note what God’s command had been regarding the 
inhabitants of Canaan. How does this prior command set the stage for understanding why the deception of 
the Gibeonites is such a critical moment?

God had commanded Israel to completely destroy the Canaanites and not make treaties with them to 
avoid being led into idolatry. The deception of the Gibeonites created a moment where Israel 
unknowingly violated this command by forming an alliance without seeking God's counsel. This shows 
how easily deception can lead to disobedience when we fail to seek God's wisdom. 
 (Joshua 8:30-35) Review Joshua 8:30-35 and note all the senses that would have 

been activated in this event of renewing the covenant. What can you imagine they could...
See? 
The towering mountains of Ebal and Gerizim, the altar, the written law, the entire assembly gathered. 
Smell? 
The scent of burnt offerings rising to the heavens, the dust from the stones. 
Touch? 
The rough stones inscribed with the law, the warm hands of fellow Israelites, the feel of dust beneath their feet. 
Hear? 
The reading of the law, the voices of the people responding, the crackling of the altar fire. 
Taste? 
Perhaps the remnants of the sacrifices, the bread of fellowship offerings. 
How would this all have come together to strengthen Israel in their commitment to obey God? 
Engaging all the senses would have made this event an unforgettable experience, reinforcing their covenant with God in 
a deeply tangible way. The visual reminders, spoken law, and sacrificial offerings all worked together to reaffirm their 
faith and obedience. 

 (9:1 and 8:35) Compare the purpose of each assembly. Include the names of the groups:
Joshua 8:33, 35 
➡ Purpose: Renewing the covenant and proclaiming God's law. 
➡ Groups: All of Israel, including men, women, children, and foreigners. 
Joshua 9:2 
➡ Purpose: Forming an alliance to resist Israel.➡ Groups: Various Canaanite kings and nations, including the Hittites, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. 
One was centered on obedience to God and His commands, while the other was driven by fear and opposition to God's people. 
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 (9:2-13) Breaking from the other kings and people groups what do the 
Hivites/Gibeonites decide to do? Do you think this was a smart tactic? What are some notable details of their 
plan?
➡ Rather than join the other Canaanite nations in war, the Gibeonites chose deception as a survival 
strategy. They crafted an elaborate ruse to trick Israel into a treaty. 
➡ From a human perspective, it was a clever move—they ensured their survival. They used worn-out 
clothing, old bread, and false humility to appear as distant travelers seeking peace. However, their 
deception also meant they had to live under Israel’s authority as servants. 
 
 
 (9:7-13) What how does the encounter begin well, at least as far as how Joshua and 

Israel engage? How do the deceiving Gibeonites use flattery to get what they want? 
➡ Initially, Israel questions the Gibeonites and hesitates before accepting their story. This shows some 
level of caution and discernment. 
➡ They call themselves "your servants" and speak highly of Israel’s God, appealing to Joshua’s sense 
of honor and faith while concealing their true identity. 
 
 
 (9:14a) What role do the senses play in the decision Joshua ultimately makes? 

Compare Joshua 9:14a from several versions for clarity. How does this reveal a key weakness in decision -
making?
➡ The Israelites examined the Gibeonites' bread, clothing, and provisions but did not seek counsel from 
God. Their decision was based on what they saw and touched rather than divine guidance. 
➡ It shows how relying solely on human senses can lead to deception, whereas seeking God in prayer 
brings true discernment. 
 
 
 
 (9:14b-15) How was Joshua led by his senses instead of by God’s Spirit?
➡ Joshua and the leaders acted on what they saw and heard instead of seeking the Lord. They did 
not inquire of God before making the treaty, which led to unintended consequences. 
 
 
 ጴጵጶጷጸጹ What lesson does this teach us about spiritual discernment? 
➡ We must rely on prayer and God’s wisdom, not just human reasoning or sensory evidence, when 
making important decisions. 
 
 
 In what ways does God give us our senses to better know and follow Him? How 

can those same senses then fail us? What lessons can you take from this passage in your life today?
📖 In what ways does God give us our senses to better know and follow Him? How can those same 
senses then fail us? 
➡ Our senses help us experience God’s creation, hear His Word, and see His works. However, they 
can also mislead us when we trust them over God’s truth. 
📖 What lessons can you take from this passage in your life today? 
➡ Seeking God’s wisdom through prayer and Scripture is essential. Feelings and appearances can be 
deceptive, but God’s guidance is always reliable. Before making major decisions, I should pause and 
seek His direction. 
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  ┭┮┯┰ to honor God in your decisions

  ᗒᗓᗔᗕᗖᗗᗘ  Psalm 84:10

  ጴጵጶጷጸጹ Joshua 9:16-27

  ៨៩៰  Catch-up day

  ےۑې How’s your StudyBuddy?

  ᎳᎴᎵᎶ ______________________________

 

–

࢘   Compromises made without seeking God's wisdom can have long-term 
consequences, but God can still work within them for His purposes. 
   How do I see foreshadowing of my own redemption in this 
passage? 
 ጴጵጶጷጸጹ  Psalm 84:10; Romans 8:28; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10; James 4:13-17 

 Read about the Hivites/Gibeonites and jot a few 
observations:

Genesis 9:25, 10:15-17 – from whom do the Hivites descend? Anything notable 
about their history? 
The Hivites descend from Canaan, the son of Ham, who was cursed by Noah. This means they were part of the 
people group that lived under the shadow of that generational curse. It's interesting that, despite their origins, the 
Hivites (specifically the Gibeonites) later align themselves with Israel instead of being completely destroyed like the 
other Canaanites. 
Exodus 23:23, Deut. 20:17 – What is God’s promise concerning them? 
God commanded Israel to completely drive out the Hivites along with the other Canaanite nations, leaving no survivors 
to prevent Israel from being led astray by their false worship. This makes the Gibeonites’ survival a significant event—
rather than being destroyed, they become part of Israel in an unexpected way. 
Joshua 3:10 – What was their destiny? 
Their destiny, according to God’s command, was to be driven out or destroyed as Israel took possession of the land. 
They were among the nations marked for divine judgment. 
Joshua 9:9-10 – What did they know about their destiny? 
The Gibeonites knew that God had given the land to Israel and that His command was to destroy the inhabitants. 
This knowledge drove them to act deceptively—because they believed in the power of Israel’s God and feared for their 
survival. Their fear of God’s judgment actually led them to seek a way to be spared, which is a striking contrast to 
the other nations who fought against Israel and perished. 

 (9:15-18, 26) From the perspective of a member of the congregation describe 
how this scene unfolds and how you’re feeling as you hear from the leaders what has taken place. Are you 
feeling justified in your response? Why or why not?

I can hardly believe it! We’ve just heard the news—these Gibeonites, the very people we were supposed 
to drive out, have deceived us! And now, instead of facing the judgment God commanded, they’ve 
secured a peace treaty with us. I feel angry. Betrayed. How could our leaders have been so easily 
fooled? Did they forget to ask the Lord? I want justice! I want to see them punished! But then, the 
leaders remind us—we swore an oath before the LORD. We can’t break it. Would breaking a vow be 
 just as wrong in God’s eyes as making a foolish one? It’s hard to accept, but maybe we have to 
trust that God will deal with this, even if it doesn’t feel fair. 

Learning Hebrew 

ית אžֱהָֽ י  לְבֵ֥

(e-loh-hay) + (le-bet) 
“for the house of my God” 
Joshua 9:23; Psalm 84:10 

 
(1st of 5) Gibeonites entered 
Israel’s community through 
deception, they were 
ultimately placed in service 
to God’s house. 
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 (9:19-21) Now, from the perspective of one of the leaders, what is your plan going 
forward? What are you concerned about?

We have made a grave mistake. We should have inquired of the LORD before agreeing to this treaty, 
but now we are bound by our oath. If we break it, we bring guilt upon ourselves. We must let them 
live—but not without consequence. They will serve Israel, providing labor for the tabernacle. This way, 
we do not violate our covenant, but they will always be reminded of their deception. My greatest 
concern now is whether this decision will sit well with the people. They are furious, and I understand 
why. But a vow before the LORD is no small thing. We must stand by it, even if it means swallowing 
our pride. 
 
 
 (9:22-23, 26-27) What does Joshua ask and ultimately decide in this matter? Write your 

response from Joshua’s perspective recalling and reflecting on your involvement and ultimate decision in all 
this.

Why did you deceive us? I demand an answer from these men, these Gibeonites who have so cleverly 
maneuvered their way into a covenant with us. And yet, as I listen to them, I cannot deny their 
wisdom. They feared the LORD more than the other Canaanites did. They knew destruction was 
coming, and they acted—even if by deception—to align themselves with the people of God. I cannot kill 
them, not after we swore by the LORD to let them live. But they will not go unpunished. From now 
on, they will serve. They will cut wood and carry water for the house of my God. In a strange way, 
they have received mercy—mercy through servitude. They have a place among us now, but it will 
always be a reminder of their cunning, and of our failure to seek God before acting. 
 
 
 (9:24-25) What are the Gibeonites certain of? What are they willing to do? From the 

perspective of a Gibeonite tell what it was like to face Joshua in light of what your people had done and how 
you feel about the decision that was made.

We knew. From the moment we heard what your God did in Egypt, what He did to the kings beyond 
the Jordan—we knew. There was no hope for us if we fought against you. We saw what happened to 
Jericho. To Ai. We had no chance. So we did what we had to do. We disguised ourselves, we traveled 
with old bread and worn-out sandals, and we begged for peace. Now, here we stand before Joshua, 
exposed, yet alive. We will live, but we will serve. And that is a fate we gladly accept, because the 
alternative was death. Let us carry the wood, bring the water—whatever is required. We will serve 
your God, and perhaps, one day, He will look upon us with favor. 
 
 
 . In what way are you like the Gibeonites? How does your life today as a follower 

of Jesus have its roots in the this account and the lesson you can learn from it?
see myself in the Gibeonites. I, too, was once an outsider, apart from the covenant of God, 
undeserving of His mercy. But I recognized the truth—that without Him, I was lost. Like them, I feared 
the judgment to come, and like them, I sought a way to be spared. But here’s the difference: where 
they used deception, I had only to come in honesty, and Jesus did what Joshua could not—He not only 
allowed me to live, but He welcomed me as a son. Today, I serve in the house of my God, not as a 
slave, but as one redeemed. The Gibeonites’ story reminds me of the grace I have received. It reminds 
me that God, even in unexpected ways, brings people into His kingdom. And for that, I am forever 
grateful. 
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  ┭┮┯┰ for your Grace Group   ᗒᗓᗔᗕᗖᗗᗘ Psalm 84:10

 

 

Throughout Joshua 7-9, we have seen how choices—whether made in obedience, fear, 
deception, or presumption—shape the course of events. Israel suȅered defeat at Ai 
because of hidden sin. They later achieved victory through obedience. The Gibeonites 
avoided destruction but became servants. In each case, decisions led to consequences 
that revealed God's justice, mercy, and sovereignty. 

 

Create a hands-on or visual representation of the choices made in Joshua 7-9 and their 
outcomes. Reflect on how obedience, deception, fear, and faith all played a role in this 
passage. 

 

 

 A Decision Pathway: Create a flowchart, board game, or interactive pathway that 
maps out key decisions in these chapters, showing where they led. 

 Symbolic Artwork: Use colors, objects, or images to contrast choices that led to 
blessing versus those that led to consequences. 

 Physical Representation: Build or arrange stones to represent significant moments 
(e.g., the altar on Mount Ebal, the deception of the Gibeonites, or the place of 
Israel’s renewed obedience). 

 Journal Entry: Write about how God's grace repurposes your past mistakes for His 
greater good. 

—

Just as Israel and the Gibeonites had to live with their choices, we, too, make daily 
decisions that shape our walk with God.  

What does your project reveal about the weight of obedience and the grace of 
redemption?.
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